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BEING RICH TOWARD GOD? 
 

Luke 12:13-21 
 

By Chris R. Losey 
 

INTRODUCTION 
The Bible has much to say about riches and it’s not all bad.  People 
often misquote 1 Timothy 6:10 and claim that the Bible says, “Money is 
the root of all evil.”  The Bible does not say that money is the root of all 
evil.  Instead it says, “For the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil, 
and some by longing for it have wandered away from the faith, and 
pierced themselves with many a pang.” 1 Tim 6:10 
 
Notice that the verse says that “the love of money is a root of all sorts 
of evil.” Money itself is amoral; it is neither good nor bad.  It is how it is 
used or how a person views it that makes it good or bad. 
 
When people put the love of money over the love for right morality, it 
isn’t long before a society is swimming in an immoral swamp. That is 
where we find our society today. Non-Christians who don’t care about 
morality have fueled all sorts of evil because they value  money more 
than morality.  Illicit drugs, pornography, gambling, abortion, and other 
evils are all flourishing partly because there is money to be made.   
 
Remove the money factor and many evils would begin to diminish.  On 
the other hand, if an activity or product can turn a profit, there are 
myriads of people who will line up no matter what the moral fallout.   
 
Notice also that the Bible says “some by longing for it have wandered 
away from the faith and pierced themselves with many a pang.”  
Christians wanting to get rich have mortgaged their future by doing 
risky things with their money. These things have often brought negative 
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consequences on their families. Some have squandered life-savings in 
the pursuit of riches.  One example is the person who failed to heed the 
warnings of his Christian friends and decided to go into partnership 
with a non-Christian in a deal that they believed could not fail. They 
bought an old apartment building planning to turn it into condos only 
to find that it was full of asbestos. It quickly became a money pit that 
both investors eventually walked away from after losing many 
thousands of dollars. It’s not that a person can’t get rich.  The dot 
com’ers know it can happen, but it can also turn south just as quickly.    
 
Proverbs 21:5 warns, 
“The plans of the diligent lead surely to advantage, but everyone who is 
hasty comes surely to poverty.” 
 
Not only is money not evil, but in some cases it might be said that 
money is life. We need it for nearly everything we do.  Do you want a 
place to live? It costs money. Do you need food? You’ll have to pay for 
it.  How about clothes, medical care, a car and any of a thousand other 
things? They all cost money.  
 
The Bible has much good to say about money: 
 
Proverbs 10:15 states, “The rich man's wealth is his fortress, the ruin of 
the poor is their poverty.” 
Proverbs 18:11 declares, “A rich man's wealth is his strong city, and like 
a high wall in his own imagination.” 
Proverbs 19:4 says, “Wealth adds many friends, but a poor man is 
separated from his friend.” 
 
Money can be a fortress and bring friends, although not always the 
right kind. It can be a buffer during difficult times.  Yes, indeed we all 
need money to live. 
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The focus of this message is related to the subject of money because it 
asks the question, “Are we rich toward God?”  In this regard let me ask 
you two questions: 
 
1.  What does it mean to be rich toward God? 
2.  Are we rich toward Him? 
 
Keep these questions in mind as we investigate the subject of being rich 
toward God, I invite you to turn in your Bible to Luke 12:13-21.   
 

13  And someone in the crowd said to Him, "Teacher, tell my 
brother to divide the family inheritance with me."  14  But He 
said to him, "Man, who appointed Me a judge or arbiter over 
you?"  15  And He said to them, "Beware, and be on your 
guard against every form of greed; for not even when one 
has an abundance does his life consist of his possessions."  16  
And He told them a parable, saying, "The land of a certain 
rich man was very productive.  17  "And he began reasoning 
to himself, saying, 'What shall I do, since I have no place to 
store my crops?'  18  "And he said, 'This is what I will do: I will 
tear down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will 
store all my grain and my goods.  19  'And I will say to my 
soul, "Soul, you have many goods laid up for many years to 
come; take your ease, eat, drink and be merry."'  20  "But God 
said to him, 'You fool! This very night your soul is required of 
you; and now who will own what you have prepared?'  21  
"So is the man who lays up treasure for himself, and is not 
rich toward God." 

 
Let’s begin by looking at the self-centered focus of man in the story. 
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THE SELF-CENTERED FOCUS OF MAN   
13  And someone in the crowd said to Him, "Teacher, tell my brother to 
divide the family inheritance with me."   
 
The man’s focus was self-centered because: 
 
1.  He ignored all that Jesus had just said. 
In previous verses Jesus had just been teaching about avoiding 
hypocrisy.  He talked about fearing God rather than man.  He had just 
spoken about God’s great love for people.  He had addressed the 
subject of how blaspheming the Holy Spirit was unforgivable.  He 
touched on the fact that even if a believer was persecuted that God 
could still protect him.  Rather than the person asking, something about 
one of these vital topics, or perhaps whether or not his recently 
deceased father had gained eternal life, all he could do was make a 
selfish request.     
 
I liken the situation to a family sitting in the living room having a serious 
conversation about a grandparent who is dying of cancer, and how they 
are going to handle the funeral arrangements.  At the crux of the 
conversation the teenage son blurts out, tell my sister to give me the 
five dollars she owes me.  Such a remark would show a total lack of 
sensitivity to the subject at hand, and be a clear indicator that the 
teenage son could think of nothing but himself. 
 
Before we condemn this selfish man,  aren’t we a bit like him. We come 
into church sometimes with our own agenda. The worship team leads 
us in praise, the choir sings a moving song, we pray together, and the 
pastor preaches a message on a specific topic, but because our hearts 
and minds aren’t open and focused on what God has for us in the 
service, we don’t hear any of it, but can only focus on our own little 
problem.  Often because we are self-centered, we miss what God has 
for us. That’s why we need to ask God to clear our minds of other 
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things and help us focus on Him when we worship together.  He knows 
our needs and can meet them, but in the meantime He wants us to 
listen to what He has for us through the various folks who minister in 
the church. 
 
Second, the man’s focus was self-centered because: 
 
2.  He tried to force Jesus to do his bidding - v13,14 
13  And someone in the crowd said to Him, "Teacher, tell my brother to 
divide the {family} inheritance with me.  14  But He said to him, "Man, 
who appointed Me a judge or arbiter over you?"   
 
It wasn’t “please ask” my brother to divide the inheritance, but instead, 
tell him to do it.  Jesus, you make him do it! 
 
Jesus then said, "Man, who appointed Me a judge or arbiter over you?"  
What a question.  In one sense, Jesus is the eternal judge, but He had 
not come to be a lawyer or judge at His first coming.  That was reserved 
for His second coming!  Regarding matters of inheritance, there were 
Jewish laws and lawyers who took care of this sort of thing.   
 
Again, before we condemn this man, don’t we often do the same 
things. Don’t we sometimes ignore God until there is some big need in 
our lives. Don’t we go our own way until we are in a jam and then cry 
out to God to fix our problem, and when it is fixed, we again often 
forget Him.  
 
Today all the advertisers advertise their products by saying that people 
deserve the best. They try to pander to the selfish desires of men who 
are all-too-ready to believe that everything is all about them; their 
desires and wants, when really it should all be about serving God! 
 
The third reason that the man’s focus was self-centered because 
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3.  He was greedy - v15a 
Perhaps you are not convinced that the man was greedy.  Listen to how 
Jesus said in the first half of verse 15,  “And He said to them, "Beware, 
and be on your guard against every form of greed...” 
 
Jesus was addressing the crowd but it was obvious that He was 
insinuating that the man’s case was a perfect illustration of the greed 
He was telling them to avoid. 
 
Greed comes in many forms: 
- wanting the biggest piece of pie for dessert 
- wanting the best seat to sit in in the car 
- wanting to be served rather than to serve 
- wanting the biggest bonus at work 
- wanting the biggest piece of the candy bar 
 
Because we are sinners, we will all have a natural tendency toward 
greed.  When our children were little and they would split a candy bar, 
we would let one split it and the other get first choice between the two 
halves.  You never saw a candy bar get so meticulously split in your life! 
 
Rather than being self-centered, the Bible gives us godly advice.  
Romans 12:10 states, “Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; give 
preference to one another in honor.” 
 
Man’s focus usually seems to be improper in that it is self-centered.  
Let’s now look at the danger of self-centeredness.   
 
THE DANGERS OF SELF-CENTEREDNESS  
Self-centered living is basically greedy living.  It certainly does not 
equate with being rich toward God.  Do you think you live that way?  
Here are some of the dangers of self-centered living. 
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1.  It leads to a temporal rather than an eternal perspective - v15 
"And He said to them, ‘Beware, and be on your guard against every 
form of greed; for not even when one has an abundance does his life 
consist of his possessions.’"   
 
When people are self-centered they begin to think that life consists of 
possessions.  We have all heard the saying, “He who dies with the most 
toys wins!”  Not true.  You can’t take it with you.  Life is more than 
things.  It is the difference that a life makes for eternity that really 
matters.  It has been rightly said, “When this life on earth is past, only 
what was done for Christ will last.”  The measure of a person’s life is not 
based on the amount of his possessions, but on the influence he has 
had on his family and the other lives he has touched.  Has he influenced 
people in a positive way for the kingdom of God or hasn’t he.  If a 
person remains self-centered he will not have an eternal perspective 
and likely not be much of an influence for good. 
 
2.  It influences people to squander eternal opportunities - v16-18 
16  And He told them a parable, saying, "The land of a certain rich man 
was very productive.  17  "And he began reasoning to himself, saying, 
'What shall I do, since I have no place to store my crops?'  18  "And he 
said, 'This is what I will do: I will tear down my barns and build larger 
ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods.   
 
Oh, I wish the man had rather said, “Here is what I’ll do!  I’m going to 
sell much of my crop so I don’t have to build bigger barns, and give 
money to missions so more missionaries can be sent out... or I’m going 
to buy Bibles so we can give out more Bibles... or I’m going to give so 
we can bring in a nationally known speaker to attract non-Christians to 
a rally... or I’m going to buy books on creation and work at getting them 
into every science classroom...  As it was, the man squandered his 
opportunity to do anything of eternal value with his money. 
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Did you know that more money is spent in our country on dog food 
than missions? This man had a great opportunity to make a huge 
impact for Christ but he missed it because he was consumed with 
thinking about himself. 
 
A third danger of being self-centered is: 
 
3.  It encourages people to focus on pleasure rather than God’s 
kingdom - v19 
19  'And I will say to my soul, "Soul, you have many goods laid up for 
many years to come; take your ease, eat, drink and be merry."'   
 
At least the man realized he had a soul. But rather than affecting other 
souls, he simply saw his wealth as an opportunity to create a nicer 
more pleasurable environment for himself. 
 
A fourth danger of being self-centered is: 
 
4.  It makes fools out of people in the eyes of God - v20 
20  "But God said to him, 'You fool! This very night your soul is required 
of you; and now who will own what you have prepared?'  21  "So is the 
man who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God." 
 
A fool is a person who lacks wisdom.  Fear of the Lord is not only the 
beginning of knowledge (Prov 1:7), but it is the beginning of wisdom 
(Prov 9:10).  A fool is a person who focuses on the few years of this life 
on this earth rather than focusing on God’s eternal kingdom. 
 
Jesus does not want us to call each other fools, but in this case Jesus 
calls this man a fool because of the terrible eternal mistake he has 
made.  His soul is required of him and he likely did not attain heaven.  
The man thought somehow that his riches and life were forever.  The 
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truth is, a person cannot take his riches with him.  All the tombs of the 
Pharaohs are a perfect example.  All the stuff they loaded in those 
tombs was still there until they were discovered in modern times or all 
the stuff was looted by thieves long ago! 
 
The man in Jesus’ story did not use his assets to further God’s Kingdom 
and when he died someone else got those possessions. 
 
BEING RICH TOWARD GOD 
So what does it mean to be rich toward God? It means using a generous 
portion of our resources now, while we still are alive, to advance God’s 
Kingdom, rather than using all of our resources to make our lives more 
comfortable. Once we die we no longer have the opportunity to be rich 
toward God. 
 
CONCLUSION 
Are we rich toward God? I hope so! I hope that when God blesses us 
with financial resources that we will be generous to invest some of 
those resources to advance the things that are important to Him. 
 
Let’s be careful not to fall into the trap of self-centeredness. Let’s keep 
our eyes on the Lord and use what He has given us for His eternal 
purposes.  AMEN. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


