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BEWARE and FEAR 

 

Luke 11:53-12:12 

 

By Chris Losey 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
In our neighborhood there are a lot of Halloween decorations: 
pumpkins, ghosts in trees, gouls and goblins, and a gravestone with the 
engraving BEWARE! What does it mean “to BEWARE” like when you see 
a sign that reads, “Beware of dog?” It means to watch out, pay 
attention, and be cautious. It is like saying don’t come in my yard 
because my dog may take a bite out of you! 
 
What are the things that you are cautious about? Perhaps: 
 - going out alone at night 
 - walking down a dark alley 
 - driving on black ice - my wife and I spun out... 
 - talking with strangers… 
  
Why do people tell others to beware of certain things? They do it as a 
warning because certain things can hurt you. Parents tell their teens 
things like; don’t run with the wrong crowd, don’t drink and drive, and 
don’t get in a car where there is a drunk driver… 
 
The title of today’s message is “BEWARE and FEAR!” In the passage 
Jesus tells His disciples to beware of one specific thing. He then goes on 
to say what they should fear. The passage we will explore today is Luke 
11:53-12:12. Before reading the passage, here is a brief summary of the 
story to date: 
 - Jesus had cast out a demon – Lk 11:14 
 - Pharisees accused Him of doing it by the power of Satan – vv15 
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 - Jesus rejected their hypothesis and said He did it by God’s                       
            power – Lk 11:20  
 - Jesus went on to give them six things to consider before  
             rejecting Him. Lk 11:21-36 
 - a Pharisee then invited Jesus to lunch - Lk 11:37 
 - at lunch Jesus condemned the Pharisees and scribes who  
            focused on externals rather than internals and Jesus spoke woes  
            to them – Lk 11:38-54 
 - this brings us to today’s message, “Beware and Fear!” 
 
Here then is the today’s passage from Luke 11:53-12:12 
 

Luke 11:53 – Luke 12:12 (NASB)  
53 When He left there, the scribes and the Pharisees began to be 
very hostile and to question Him closely on many subjects, 54 

plotting against Him to catch Him in something He might say.  1 

Under these circumstances, after so many thousands of people 
had gathered together that they were stepping on one another, 
He began saying to His disciples first of all, "Beware of the leaven 
of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy. 2 "But there is nothing 
covered up that will not be revealed, and hidden that will not be 
known. 3 "Accordingly, whatever you have said in the dark will be 
heard in the light, and what you have whispered in the inner 
rooms will be proclaimed upon the housetops. 4 "I say to you, My 
friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body and after that 
have no more that they can do. 5 "But I will warn you whom to 
fear: fear the One who, after He has killed, has authority to cast 
into hell; yes, I tell you, fear Him! 6 "Are not five sparrows sold for 
two cents? Yet not one of them is forgotten before God. 7 

"Indeed, the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Do not 
fear; you are more valuable than many sparrows. 8 "And I say to 
you, everyone who confesses Me before men, the Son of Man will 
confess him also before the angels of God; 9 but he who denies 
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Me before men will be denied before the angels of God. 10 "And 
everyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man, it will be 
forgiven him; but he who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit, it 
will not be forgiven him. 11 "When they bring you before the 
synagogues and the rulers and the authorities, do not worry about 
how or what you are to speak in your defense, or what you are to 
say; 12 for the Holy Spirit will teach you in that very hour what you 
ought to say."  

 
WHAT PEOPLE SHOULD BEWARE OF – Lk 11:53-12:1 
As mentioned above, there are many things that folks should be 
cautious about. Personally, I am cautious when I use my credit card to 
prevent any unauthorized person from seeing it. So far I have never had 
anyone wrongfully make purchases. Thank You, Lord! 
  
Let’s now look at part of today’s passage to see what we are told to 
beware of. Luke 11:53-12:1 states, 
 

53  And when He left there, the scribes and the Pharisees began to 
be very hostile and to question Him closely on many subjects,        
54  plotting against Him, to catch Him in something He might say.       
1  Under these circumstances, after so many thousands of the 
multitude had gathered together that they were stepping on one 
another, He began saying to His disciples first of all, "Beware of 
the leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy.  
   

Jesus knew that His disciples were uptight about the Pharisees. The 
disciples could see that the Pharisees were plotting against them. 
Tension was building. The disciples understood the power the Pharisees 
wielded, and knew that they (the disciples) were in danger. 
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Jesus could have said, “Keep a sharp look out tonight for any sign of 
danger. You never know what the Pharisees might try. Look out for an 
ambush or paid assassins! Let me know if you see anyone suspicious.” 
Jesus could have focused on the physical danger that was very real, but 
He didn’t. Soon enough Jesus would be arrested in the garden of 
Gethsemane and taken through a series of mock trials and eventually 
be crucified. Rather than focusing on danger, Jesus simply said, 
"Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy.”   
 
Simply put, Jesus warned His disciples to beware of the “leaven of the 
Pharisees” which He defined as hypocrisy.  
 
In the physical realm, leaven is yeast which makes bread dough rise. It 
only takes a little leaven to make a whole loaf rise. In the spiritual 
realm, leaven in Scripture often refers to sin, evil and corruption. Paul 
addressed the Corinthians about their pride-problem because pride 
could infect the whole church.  In 1 Corinthians 5:6-7 Paul states,          
“6 Your boasting is not good. Do you not know that a little leaven 
leavens the whole lump of dough.  7 Clean out the old leaven, that you 
may be a new lump, just as you are in fact unleavened. For Christ our 
Passover also has been sacrificed.” 
 
When Jesus spoke of the “leaven of the Pharisees” He was speaking of 
the spiritual realm, and was specifically referring to the Pharisees 
hypocritical nature. In other words they were hypocrites in that they 
taught one thing, but lived something quite different. They seemed 
righteous on the outside but on the inside they were rotten. When the 
disciples heard Jesus talk about leaven they got confused thinking that 
He was referring to the physical realm. Matthew 16:6-12 makes this 
point clear,  
 

6 And Jesus said to them, "Watch out and beware of the leaven of 
the Pharisees and Sadducees."  7 And they began to discuss 
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among themselves, saying, "It is because we took no bread."          
8 But Jesus, aware of this, said, ‘You men of little faith, why do you 
discuss among yourselves that you have no bread?  9 Do you not 
yet understand or remember the five loaves of the five thousand, 
and how many baskets you took up?  10 Or the seven loaves of the 
four thousand, and how many large baskets you took up? 11 How 
is it that you do not understand that I did not speak to you 
concerning bread? But beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and 
Sadducees.’ 12 Then they understood that He did not say to 
beware of the leaven of bread, but of the teaching of the 
Pharisees and Sadducees. 

 
What should people beware of? They should beware of the leaven of 
hypocritical teaching/living – saying one thing and doing something 
different! Do we see that kind of leaven today? Certainly! It is easy 
even for believers to put on a spiritual persona on the outside but to be 
rotten on the inside. 
 
WHY SHOULD  PEOPLE BEWARE? – Luke 12:2,3 
Listen again to Luke 12:2,3, “2 But there is nothing covered up that will 
not be revealed, and hidden that will not be known. 3 Accordingly, 
whatever you have said in the dark will be heard in the light, and what 
you have whispered in the inner rooms will be proclaimed upon the 
housetops.”  
 
People should beware because what is covered and hidden will be 
revealed and made known and brought into the light… There is 
nothing covered up now that will not be revealed for all to see. For 
example, someday at the judgment, the Pharisees’ hypocrisy will be 
exposed and they will have to give an account. Jesus speaks of this in 
Matthew 12:36-37, “36 And I say to you, that every careless word that 
men shall speak, they shall render account for it in the day of judgment. 
37 For by your words you shall be justified, and by your words you shall 
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be condemned." There is nothing that we have said or even thought 
that one day will not be made known. That is one reason we need to 
take every thought captive in obedience to Christ. 2 Corinthians 10:5 
states, “We are destroying speculations and every lofty thing raised up 
against the knowledge of God, and we are taking every thought captive 
to the obedience of Christ.” We must not be hypocrites but genuine 
people who not only teach righteousness, but also live it. 
 
WHOM SHOULD PEOPLE FEAR? - Lk 12:4,5 
The word FEAR is much stronger than the word BEWARE. To beware 
means to be cautious, to be careful. The word fear means we are not 
only to have great respect for something, but also to shake in our boots 
realizing that the thing we fear could take us out if we are not careful. 
And not surprising, we are not to fear humans but we are to fear God. 
 
WHY SHOULD PEOPLE FEAR GOD? Lk 12:4-12 
Here are a number of good reasons revealed in Luke 12:4-12. 
 
1.  God has the power in regard to what is lasting - vv4,5 
Luke 12:4 states, “4 "I say to you, My friends, do not be afraid of those 
who kill the body and after that have no more that they can do. 5 But I 
will warn you whom to fear: fear the One who, after He has killed, has 
authority to cast into hell; yes, I tell you, fear Him!” Men can kill us 
physically, but they have no power to affect where our spirit goes. God, 
however, has that power, so we must fear Him. 
 
2.  God knows everything about us and sees us as valuable - vv 6,7 
Luke 12:6,7 states, “6 Are not five sparrows sold for two cents? Yet not 
one of them is forgotten before God. 7 Indeed, the very hairs of your 
head are all numbered. Do not fear; you are more valuable than many 
sparrows.” God has numbered the hairs on our head and He has made 
us more valuable than many sparrows. He made us in His image and we 
are of great value to Him.  
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3.  God rewards those who confess Him and rejects those who don’t – Lk 12; 8,9 

Luke 12;8,9 states, “8 And I say to you, everyone who confesses Me 
before men, the Son of Man will confess him also before the angels of 
God; 9 but he who denies Me before men will be denied before the 
angels of God.” Those people who confess Christ to men, Christ will 
confess them before God’s angels. What a great reward! 
 
4.  There is no hope for those who reject God – Lk 12:10 
Luke 12:10 states, “And everyone who speaks a word against the Son of 
Man, it will be forgiven him; but he who blasphemes against the Holy 
Spirit, it will not be forgiven him.” If we speak against God we place 
ourselves in a very difficult place. 
 
5.  God can work in our lives to help and protect us – Lk 12:11,12  
Luke 12;11,12 states, “11 When they bring you before the synagogues 
and the rulers and the authorities, do not worry about how or what you 
are to speak in your defense, or what you are to say; 12 for the Holy 
Spirit will teach you in that very hour what you ought to say." 
During difficult times, God will help us say the right thing if we place our 
faith in Him. 
 
Summary Principles 
1. People are often cautious about the wrong things 
Some people are very cautious about the kinds of foods they eat. This is  
a good thing. We should watch what we eat. Unfortunately, some of 
those same people are not that careful about how they live.  At times 
hypocrisy can creep in where they say they believe one thing, but in 
fact, live something quite different. All us unless we are careful we can 
fall into hypocritical living.  
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2.  People often fear the wrong things 
People have many phobias like the fear of being robbed, or the fear 
getting in a traffic accident… the thing that people should be most 
concerned about is whether or not they will spend eternity with God in 
heaven. Unfortunately, many people who have various fears, have no 
fear of God. This is getting everything backwards. They need to fear 
God. 
 
CONCLUSION 
So, let me ask, “Are you being cautious about the thing that Jesus says 
we need to be cautious about? Are you being sure that you are not 
living hypocritically? We need to be sure that our walk matches our talk 
because every careless word, thought and action will one day be 
brought to light. 
 
Also, do you fear God or humans? We need to fear God, because He: 
 

1. Has power over what is eternal 
2. He knows everything about us and sees us as valuable 
3. He rewards those who confess Him and rejects those who don’t 
4. There is no hope for those who reject Him 
5. God can work in our lives to help and protect us 

 
Beware of hypocrisy and be sure to fear God! Now, there is some solid 
and great advice!!!! 
 
Closing prayer – Lord help us avoid living hypocritical lives and help us 
to fear You alone…! 


