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INSIDE OUT 
 

Luke 11:37-54 
 

By Chris Losey 
 

Introduction 
Today it seems so many folks are concerned about externals. Our 
society caters to them. All of the commercials are geared toward selling 
us something to enhance our external appearance: toothpaste, soap, 
shampoo, clothes and hair coloring products.  Many commercials target 
enhancing our external image like: new car, better computer, new 
phone, and updated furniture...  Sometimes it is hard to know whether 
we focus on the externals because of advertising or whether 
advertising simply caters to our own focus on externals. 
 
On the other hand I have seen few commercials advertising internal 
values like: honesty, commitment, fairness, justice...  Why?  Perhaps, 
because a company can’t sell these things and thus cannot make a 
profit on them.   
 
But there is no doubt that God is concerned about internals. His 
advertisement for them is all over the pages of Scripture. You may 
remember the story of Samuel’s search for a king to replace Saul. 
Samuel went to Jesse who had sevwn of his son’s pass in front of 
Samuel, but God indicated to Samuel that none of them was to be king.  
There was one more son, however.  It was young David, the shepherd 
boy.  He was God’s choice. 1 Samuel 16:7 records the Lord’s words to 
Samuel regarding choosing a king, “But the LORD said to Samuel, ‘Do 
not look at his appearance or at the height of his stature, because I have 
rejected him; for God sees not as man sees, for man looks at the 
outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.’" 
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It is interesting how man often focuses on externals like stature, 
beauty, and poise, but God focuses on internals like the spiritual 
condition of a person’s heart.  God is more concerned about person’s 
character than his athletic abilities, mental prowess, or good looks. God 
is more concerned about a woman’s godliness than He is about her 
external beauty.    
 
The passage to be explored today is a continuation of the story where 
Jesus casts a demon out of a man.  After doing so, the crowd accuses 
Jesus of casting out the demon by the power of Satan.  Jesus shows 
them the absurdity of their statement and then goes on to give them 
six important considerations that they need to weigh carefully before 
rejecting Him. Those considerations are from Luke 11:21-36.   
 
1.  STRENGTH - Jesus is stronger than Satan 
2.  CHOICE - Not choosing to follow Jesus means a person is choosing to 
follow Satan 
3.  DANGER - Not following Jesus leaves a person open to Satanic 
influence 
4.  OBEDIENCE – Obeying God is more important than any human 
relationship 
5.  JUDGMENT - Rejecting Christ brings judgment  
6.  SIGHT - People who reject Christ are spiritually blind 
  
After hearing these considerations one Pharisee wanted to hear more 
and invited Jesus into his home for a meal.  This is where this message 
picks up the story in Luke 11:37. It begins with: 
  
The Invitation and Acceptance - v37 
Luke 11:37 states, “Now when He (Jesus) had spoken, a Pharisee asked 
Him to have lunch with him; and He went in, and reclined at the table.”   
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The Pharisee was undoubtedly somewhat moved by what Jesus had 
said and done. He invited Jesus for lunch and Jesus accepted. This is not 
to say that the Pharisee believed in Jesus, only that his curiosity moved 
him to invite Him into his home. Hopefully before the Pharisee died, he 
also invited Jesus into his heart.   
 
What is rather amazing is that Jesus accepted the Pharisee’s invitation.  
After all, one Pharisee and perhaps the whole group of them had just 
accused Jesus of casting out a demon by the power of Satan.  Jesus 
would have been well within common courtesy to say to the Pharisee, 
“You convict me of being connected with Satan and now you invite me 
into your home? I don’t think so. Save your invitation for someone 
else.” But instead, Jesus accepted the invite. Amazing!   
 
Are we so gracious to those who accuse us? Usually not! We are quick 
to hold grudges, and usually want to get even. But there is a powerful 
principle to be learned here: 
 
Principle: Don’t allow the hurts you receive from others to cause you to 
write them off.  Just like Jesus, keep loving and serving them hoping 
that their hearts will change. 
 
Listen closely to what happens as the story unfolds in Luke 11. Next we 
come to: 
 
The Criticism and Rebuttal - v38-41 
Luke 11:38-41 states, 
 

 “38 And when the Pharisee saw it, he was surprised that He had 
not first ceremonially washed before the meal.  39 But the Lord 
said to him, "Now you Pharisees clean the outside of the cup and 
of the platter; but inside of you, you are full of robbery and 
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wickedness.  40 You foolish ones, did not He who made the outside 
make the inside also?  41 But give that which is within as charity, 
and then all things are clean for you.   

   
When Jesus entered the Pharisee’s house he reclined without doing the 
ceremonial washing. This surprised the Pharisee. Ceremonial washing 
was known as the custom of purification.  Obviously during that time 
when they did not have paved roads and sidewalks, people got dusty 
and dirty in the everyday business of life. Before they ate they would 
wash their hands. Even if they weren’t really dirty, they would wash 
their hands. It was a custom.   
 
At the wedding feast of Cana we get an idea of how this was done. In 
the book of John chapter two verse six states, “Now there were six 
stone waterpots set there for the Jewish custom of purification, 
containing twenty or thirty gallons each.”  At the wedding feast guests 
would have their hands washed by pouring water over them and 
rubbing them together. For a large event like a wedding, it took a lot of 
water to accomplish this task. 
  
Although ceremonial washing was not part of the law, it had become 
part of what was known as the tradition of the elders.  These were 
specific laws set up by the Jewish religious leaders to govern daily life.   
Mark 7:3 states, “For the Pharisees and all the Jews do not eat unless 
they carefully wash their hands, thus observing the traditions of the 
elders.”  By the time of Jesus, the Pharisees and other religious leaders 
had taken the relatively few laws of God, and added myriads of their 
own, making Jewish life all but oppressive. 
 
Many of the traditions, like washing ones hands were good ideas, but 
they were the inventions of men. It is not that God isn’t concerned 
about cleanliness. He is. But He left many things up to people’s 
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discretion and common sense. He did not want to give us so many laws 
that living became a matter of legalism. Instead He set up basic non-
negotiable laws like “Don’t murder,” and then gave mankind a measure 
of freedom in other areas of life.  
 
If a person’s hands were dirty he hopefully would use discretion and 
wash them before eating. If his hands were not dirty it would be 
overkill to require him to do so. But the Jewish leaders gave people few 
options by setting rules and regulations on almost every area of life. In 
essence they put the people in bondage. 
 
Listen again to how Jesus responded to the Pharisee. Luke 11:39-41 
states,  
 

"39 Now you Pharisees clean the outside of the cup and of the 
platter; but inside of you, you are full of robbery and 
wickedness.  40 You foolish ones, did not He who made the 
outside make the inside also?  41 But give that which is within 
as charity, and then all things are clean for you.   

   
Using the illustration of a cup and a platter, Jesus tells the Pharisee in 
essence that he (the Pharisee) has his priorities reversed. He is like a 
cup that looks clean on the outside but is dirty on the inside. He is like a 
platter that has beautiful decorated edges, but is defiled by the rotten 
food that it holds. 
 
Instead of being concerned about internal character, the Pharisees 
were caught up in worrying about external appearance. Indeed, Jesus 
said that the Pharisees were internally corrupt, full of robbery and 
wickedness. They needed to wake up to the fact that God held them 
accountable for what was on the inside. They might hide their internal 
values from men. They might even hide some of their covert actions, 
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but they could never hide them from God. Did they not know that God 
knows everyone’s motives and thoughts? Hadn’t they read Psalm 
139:1-4, 
 

1  O LORD, Thou hast searched me and known me.  2  Thou 
dost know when I sit down and when I rise up; Thou dost 
understand my thought from afar.  3  Thou dost scrutinize my 
path and my lying down, and art intimately acquainted with 
all my ways.  4  Even before there is a word on my tongue, 
behold, O LORD, Thou dost know it all. 

 
God is not fooled by external trappings. He looks straight through us 
and sees our hearts. 
 
Most people today focus on externals. They dress well, have good 
personal hygiene, drive nice cars, keep a clean yard, but often lack in 
the internal things that really count. If Jesus was addressing you or me, 
what would He say? Would He commend us on externals or would our 
internal thoughts and intentions condemn us? 
 
In Luke 11:41 Jesus told the Pharisee to "give that which is within as 
charity, and then all things are clean for you.”  In other words the 
Pharisee needed to focus on letting the love of God change him on the 
inside so that true acts of love would flow on the outside. In essence he 
needed to let God change him from the INSIDE OUT.   
 
But after making this statement to the Pharisee, Jesus proceeded to 
pronounce woes on all the Pharisees.   
 
Woes to the Pharisees 
What is a woe? Is it like trying to get a horse to stop? That kind of whoa 
is w-h-o-a, as in “whoa nelly!” This kind of woe is w-o-e and is a 
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statement of deep grief or sorrow. When Jesus pronounces a woe he is 
saying, “How sad!” He is grieving over the behavior and conduct of the 
Pharisees. Jesus expected better things of the religious leaders of His 
day. Rather than pointing men to God, they were simply serving 
themselves and corrupting those with whom they came in contact. 
 
Here are the three woes that Jesus spoke to the Pharisees on this 
particular occasion. 
 
1.  The woe of placing religious acts above justice and the love of God 
In Luke 11:42 Jesus says,  "But woe to you Pharisees! For you pay tithe 
of mint and rue and every kind of garden herb, and yet disregard justice 
and the love of God; but these are the things you should have done 
without neglecting the others.”   
 

The Pharisees did good religious acts 
The Pharisees kept minute laws like tithing from their garden 
herbs. They gave a tenth of all they had to the Lord. This actually 
was a good thing. God calls all of His people to tithe financially.  
Tithing should be the basic form of giving of all who claim the 
name of God. Some people take it a step farther and tithe of their 
time by giving God a tenth of their waking hours in ministry and 
service. What a concept! The Pharisees tithed of the produce of 
their garden, and God applauded them for that. It was a good 
thing, but not at the expense of justice and the love of God.    

 
The Pharisees failed to show justice and the love of God 
The Pharisees did some proper religious acts but they failed when 
it came to treating others with justice and displaying the true love 
of God.  Rather than treating people justly, they took unfair 
advantage of them, thus failing to show the love of God.  Tithing is 
good but it must not supersede justice and the love of God. 
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Micah 6:8 tells of the importance of mercy, 

 
“He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does 
the LORD require of you but to do justice, to love 
kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? 

 
How did the Pharisees take advantage of people? One way was 
during Passover when the Pharisees ran an immoral sacrificial 
system. Jews would come to Jerusalem with a sheep in tow to 
sacrifice.  The Pharisees would tell them that their sheep was not 
fit to give to the Lord. They would then buy the person’s sheep for 
a reduced price and sell him a fit sheep at a much higher price. 
The problem was, the sheep that they sold the people were 
someone else’s unfit sheep that they had simply taken around 
back and cleaned up. And to make matters worse, the Pharisees 
charged an exorbitant exchange rate for temple currency. When a 
person sold his sheep to the Pharisees and then went to buy a 
good one, he had to exchange his common currency for temple 
currency and paid a hefty surcharge. It is estimated that every 
Passover the Pharisees were making a fortune from unsuspecting 
Jewish worshippers who wanted to give God their best. 

 
In Jesus’ first woe to the Pharisees He said they disregarded 
justice and the love of God.  Not only did they not show God’s love 
to the people they cheated, they obviously failed to show love to 
God Himself. The phrase “the love of God” can refer to a person’s 
failure to show God’s love to people, and his failure to show love 
to God.  The Pharisees failed on both counts. 
 
The Bible clearly addresses those who did not show God’s love to 
their fellow man.  I John 4:20-21 states, 
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20  If someone says, "I love God," and hates his brother, 
he is a liar; for the one who does not love his brother 
whom he has seen, cannot love God whom he has not 
seen.  21  And this commandment we have from Him, 
that the one who loves God should love his brother 
also. 

 
If we say we love God, we must also love our fellow man. A 
person who says he loves God and does not treat his fellow man 
with justice and love is a liar. 
 
The Pharisees should have done their religious acts without 
neglecting justice & love 
Listen again to Luke 11:42, “But woe to you Pharisees! For you pay 
tithe of mint and rue and every {kind of} garden herb, and {yet} 
disregard justice and the love of God; but these are the things you 
should have done without neglecting the others.”   
 
There was nothing wrong with tithing mint and rue, but these 
must not be done to the exclusion of showing justice and love. 
 
Would God speak this woe about me or you?  Would He say that 
we do religious acts like coming to church, giving financially, and 
attending a Bible study, but fail to treat others fairly and fail to 
show the love of God to others and to God? I hope not! 
 
You see, God is concerned with the whole person. He wants more 
than your time and money on Sunday. He wants you. He wants 
you to give Him every area of your life: your thoughts, your words, 
your actions. He wants to live in and through you through the 
power of the Holy Spirit. He wants you to be His friend and 
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servant to affect a dying world with the love of Christ. Do we live 
like that? That is why when someone asked Jesus what the 
greatest commandment was, He said,  

 
37  ... You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
and with all your soul, and with all your mind.'  38  "This is the 
great and foremost commandment.  39  "The second is like it, 
'You shall love your neighbor as yourself.'  40  "On these two 
commandments depend the whole Law and the Prophets."   
Matt 22:37-40 

 
Anything less than loving God and loving one’s fellow man is 
Pharisaical. 

 
2.  The woe of self-centeredness 
Luke 11:43 states, "Woe to you Pharisees! For you love the front seats in 
the synagogues, and the respectful greetings in the market places.   
 
The second woe that Jesus spoke to the Pharisees regarded their self-
centeredness and pride. They expected to be catered to. As far as the 
Pharisees were concerned, it was all about them. They were legends in 
their own minds. Rather than truly serving others they wanted to be 
served. This was not Jesus’ way. In Matthew 20:26-28 Jesus addressed 
His disciples with words of wisdom about serving others rather than 
desiring to be served by others.  He said,  
 

26  ... but whoever wishes to become great among you shall 
be your servant,  27 and whoever wishes to be first among 
you shall be your slave;  28 just as the Son of Man did not 
come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom 
for many. 
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Jesus came to serve rather than be served. He came to give His life a 
ransom for many.   
 
1 Peter 5:5-6 calls Christians to humility as well.   
 

5  You younger men, likewise, be subject to your elders; and 
all of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one 
another, for God is opposed to the proud, but gives grace to 
the humble.  6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the 
mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you at the proper 
time. 

 
If you are ever at a special dinner, a banquet, or some other event 
Proverbs 25:6-7 gives great advice, 
 

6 Do not claim honor in the presence of the king, and do not 
stand in the place of great men;  7 For it is better that it be 
said to you, "Come up here," than that you should be put 
lower in the presence of the prince, whom your eyes have 
seen. 

 
In other words we are to humble ourselves and take a lower place. If 
someone wants us to come higher they will let us know. 
 
In the world today many non-Christians are pretty self-centered. But 
this can also seep into the church. Each of us needs to ask ourselves if 
we are self-centered or others-centered. Do we want to be served 
rather than to serve? Do we want the place of honor rather than giving 
it to others? Do we want to revel in our positions and titles rather than 
roll up our sleeves and minister to the needs of others? 
 
Would Jesus speak the woe of self-centeredness to you and me?  Do 
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our lives reflect that it is all about us or are we seeking to serve others?  
Does the use of our time focus on us, or do we use it ministering to 
others? 
 
3.  The woe of negative influence 
Luke 11:44 states,  "Woe to you! For you are like concealed tombs, and 
the people who walk over them are unaware of it.”    
 
In the Old Testament law the people were to avoid contamination with 
dead things. Numbers 19:16 states, “Also, anyone who in the open field 
touches one who has been slain with a sword or who has died naturally, 
or a human bone or a grave, shall be unclean for seven days.” 
 
The Pharisees were like concealed tombs. They were supposed to be 
God’s holy representatives. When people dealt with them they were 
supposed to be dealing with men of God who loved Him, lived holy 
lives, and shared the true way of salvation. Unfortunately this was not 
the case. The Pharisees were like concealed tombs that people walked 
over and didn’t even know it. They contaminated everyone who came 
in contact with them. They contaminated them with pride, selfishness, 
greed, legalism and religiosity. In Matthew 23:15 Jesus spoke other 
woes to the Pharisees, “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites, 
because you travel about on sea and land to make one proselyte; and 
when he becomes one, you make him twice as much a son of hell as 
yourselves.” 
  
These are strong words but true. The Pharisees would recruit sincere 
people to follow them, but by the time those people hung around the 
Pharisees long enough, they had been polluted with all their 
ungodliness! 
 
When people rub shoulders with you and me are they drawn closer to 
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Lord or contaminated by our thoughts, words and actions?  In Luke 
17:1-2 Jesus said, 
 

1  ...It is inevitable that stumbling blocks should come, but 
woe to him through whom they come!  2  It would be better 
for him if a millstone were hung around his neck and he were 
thrown into the sea, than that he should cause one of these 
little ones to stumble. 

 
In Luke 11:45 one of the lawyers said, “Teacher, by saying these things 
You reproach us also.” The Pharisee was getting the fact that Jesus was 
condemning him and the whole Pharisaical system. He was right! Jesus 
was condemning all of them. 
 
4. The woe of the double-standard 
In Luke 11:46 Jesus states, “Woe to you also, lawyers! For you load men 
with burdens hard to bear, and you yourselves do not touch the 
burdens with one of your fingers.” The Pharisees made rules for others 
to follow but refused to follow themselves. 
 
5. The woe of opposing God’s prophets  
In Luke 11:47-51 Jesus said, 

 
47 "Woe to you! For you build the tombs of the prophets, and it 
was your fathers who killed them. 48 "So you are witnesses and 
approve the deeds of your fathers; because it was they who killed 
them, and you build their tombs. 49 "For this reason also the 
wisdom of God said, 'I will send to them prophets and apostles, 
and some of them they will kill and some they will persecute, 50 so 
that the blood of all the prophets, shed since the foundation of the 
world, may be charged against this generation, 51 from the blood 
of Abel to the blood of Zechariah, who was killed between the 



14 
Copyright 2000 Christopher R. Losey 

 

altar and the house of God; yes, I tell you, it shall be charged 
against this generation.'  

 
The past religious leaders were often responsible for killing and 
persecuting the prophets. The Pharisees of Jesus’ day were opposing 
Him just like their fathers had opposed the prophets who God sent to 
them to get the people to repent. The Pharisees were not about 
righteousness and following God, but about protecting and preserving 
their own power. 
 
6. The woe of opposing God’s key to knowledge 
In Luke 11:52 Jesus said, "Woe to you lawyers! For you have taken away 

the key of knowledge; you yourselves did not enter, and you hindered 

those who were entering."  Jesus’ teaching was God’s true key to 

knowledge for the people. The Pharisees were not only opposed Jesus 

but were seeking to hinder others from coming to Jesus as well. 

After Jesus spoke these woes to the Pharisees and then left, Luke 
11:53-54 states, “53 When He left there, the scribes and the Pharisees 
began to be very hostile and to question Him closely on many subjects, 
54 plotting against Him to catch Him in something He might say.”  
 
Concluding remarks 
God is concerned with both the inside and the outside of people. True 
godliness starts on the inside and works its way out. The Pharisees were 
only concerned about outward appearance but we spiritually dead on 
the inside.  
 
Even though they considered Jesus their enemy, Jesus did not let them 
stop Him from speaking truth into their lives. Just as Jesus spoke woes 
to the Pharisees, we all need to ask ourselves if any of the woes He 
spoke might also be true of us?  
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1)  Do we place religious acts above our relationship with God? 
2)  Are we self-centered or are we other centered? 
3)  Are we having a negative influence on those around us? 
4)  Do we have a double-standard? 
5)  Is there anything in our lives that is in opposition to God’s will? 
6)  Is there any way we hinder people from coming to Christ? 
 
If these questions reveal areas that need changing, let’s work hard to 
make the changes that will bring our lives into alignment with God’s 
will.  
 
If you need to rededicate your life to Christ today, I invite you to pray 
the following prayer after me a phase at a time. 
 
Dear God,  
I don’t want to be like the Pharisees  
who only focused on outward appearances.  
Help me seek You  
and follow You  
with my whole heart.  
Help me be the person  
You want us to be.  
AMEN 


