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SIX VITAL CONSIDERATIONS 
When Deciding Whether or Not to Follow Jesus 

 

Luke 11:21-36 (Mt 12:22-30, Mk 3:20-27) 
 

By Chris Losey 
 

Introduction 
In the previous message Luke 11:14-20 was explored where Jesus cast 
out a demon. The Pharisees and Scribes, who were part of the crowd, 
accused Jesus of exorcising the demon by the power of Satan. Others in 
the crowd asked for another sign. They wanted to see more miracles.   
 
Jesus explained to those who accused Him of exorcising the demon by 
the power of Satan, that their claim was quite ridiculous.  It would 
make no sense for Satan to cast out demons that he was using to 
further his own kindgom.  Jesus emphasized this point when He said, “A 
kingdom divided against itself cannot stand.”  He also told His accusers 
that by condemning Him, they were also condemning their own 
disciples who also supposedly cast out demons. Were those disciples 
relying on the power of Satan as well? No way! 
 
Jesus cast out demons by the power of God! This exorcism was just 
another in a long line of miracles which proved beyond a shadow of a 
doubt that Jesus is God in human flesh. 
 
The verses that will be investigated in this message are closely 
connected with the account of Jesus casting out the demon.  They are a 
further explanation by Jesus to His accusers as to why they better not 
reject Him. Jesus gives them and the rest of the crowd six important 
considerations to think through carefully. If they reject Him they will be 
rejecting the only One who can save them from their sin. 
 



2 
 

If you are reading this and have never accepted Jesus as your Lord and 
Savior, or if you have received Him and desire to share this vital 
information with others who are contemplating the Christian faith, this 
message is for you. It will either give you strong reasons why you need 
to receive Jesus, or ammunition to share with others who are 
searching. 
 
Let’s now look closely at these six vital considerations. 
 
1.  The Consideration of Strength 
Jesus introduces this consideration with a story about a strong man.  
Listen to Luke 11:21,22, 
 

21  "When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own 
homestead, his possessions are undisturbed;  22  but when 
someone stronger than he attacks him and overpowers him, 
he takes away from him all his armor on which he had relied, 
and distributes his plunder. 

 
Is this just a nice story? No, it is much more. The first strong man in the 
story refers to Satan.   
 

Fully armed 
Notice that verse 21 states that the strong man (Satan) is fully 
armed.  What is Satan’s armament? For one, he always carries his 
double-edged sword of doubt and discouragement. In case you 
didn’t know, doubt and discouragement are two of Satan’s 
primary weapons to deceive people into turning away from God.   
 
Do you remember the account of Adam and Eve in the Garden of 
Eden? God had specifically told Adam not to eat of the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil (Gen 2:17).   
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Adam undoubtedly told Eve what God had said because when 
Satan tempted her to eat the forbidden fruit, she told Satan. At 
this point Satan put doubt in Eve’s mind. Listen to the encounter 
recorded in Genesis 3:1-6, 
 

1  Now the serpent was more crafty than any beast of 
the field which the LORD God had made. And he said to 
the woman, "Indeed, has God said, 'You shall not eat 
from any tree of the garden'?"  2  And the woman said 
to the serpent, "From the fruit of the trees of the 
garden we may eat;  3  but from the fruit of the tree 
which is in the middle of the garden, God has said, 'You 
shall not eat from it or touch it, lest you die.'"  4  And 
the serpent said to the woman, "You surely shall not 
die!  5  "For God knows that in the day you eat from it 
your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, 
knowing good and evil."  6  When the woman saw that 
the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to 
the eyes, and that the tree was desirable to make one 
wise, she took from its fruit and ate; and she gave also 
to her husband with her, and he ate. 

 
Satan placed doubt in Eve’s mind by telling her that she would not 
die. He then went on to explain that the reason God had told 
them not to eat of the fruit was self-serving rather than in their 
best interests. Satan’s lie placed doubt in Eve’s mind and probably 
caused her to feel a bit discouraged. How could God whom she 
trusted, be so selfish? She fell for Satan’s ploy and the rest is the 
sinful history of mankind. 
 
Be assured that if people don’t believe in Christ today it is because 
Satan is using his weapons of doubt and discouragement to 
deceive and blind them to the truth. 
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Guards his own homestead 
Getting back to Jesus’ story of the strong man in Luke 11:21,22,  
Notice also that the strong man (Satan) is not only fully armed, 
but guards his own homestead which is undisturbed. Listen again 
to the verses: 
 

21  "When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own 
homestead, his possessions are undisturbed;  22  but 
when someone stronger than he attacks him and 
overpowers him, he takes away from him all his armor 
on which he had relied, and distributes his plunder. 

 
The question arises, what is Satan’s homestead? The correct 
answer is, “This world.” When Satan was cast out of heaven, he 
was cast down to the earth and this will be his home until he and 
his demons are cast into the lake of fire at the end of time.   
 
I John 5:19 clearly states that at the present time the world lies in 
the power of the evil one.  “We know that we are of God, and the 
whole world lies in the power of the evil one.” 
 
And his possessions are undisturbed 
And the possessions of Satan have been essentially undisturbed 
until the coming of Christ. His possessions are the souls of men 
who are headed for eternity in hell with him. 
 
The stronger man attacks and overpowers him 
The stronger man in the story is none other than Jesus.   
 

21  "When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own 
homestead, his possessions are undisturbed;  22  but 
when someone stronger than he attacks him and 
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overpowers him, he takes away from him all his armor 
on which he had relied, and distributes his plunder. 

 
Through His miracles, exorcisms, healings, teaching and ultimately 
His death and resurrection, Jesus has attacked Satan’s kingdom 
and overthrown it.   
 
He takes away from him all his armor 
Not only does Satan use the weapons of doubt and 
discouragement, he also uses the law of sin and death which says 
that the soul that sins will die.  Ezekiel 18:4 states, "Behold, all 
souls are Mine; the soul of the father as well as the soul of the son 
is Mine. The soul who sins will die.” 
 
No longer are men under the law of sin and death. Jesus has 
provided a way so that men can break out of the bonds of Satan.  
That is why the apostle Paul said in 1 Corinthians 15:55-57, 
 

55  "O death, where is your victory? O death, where is 
your sting?  56  The sting of death is sin, and the power 
of sin is the law;  57  but thanks be to God, who gives us 
the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

 
Death used to have victory because of its sting which is sin, and its 
power, which is the law. If a person died in his sin, he would be 
eternally separated from God. But now, all a person needs to do is 
to put his faith in Christ in order to overcome the power of sin and 
death, and be saved. That does not mean he will not die 
physically, but it does mean that when he dies he will go into the 
presence of the Lord rather than eternal separation from Him. 
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And distributes his plunder 
Satan has plundered the lives of men, but now Jesus has made a 
way for all men to be saved. 
 

21  "When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own 
homestead, his possessions are undisturbed;  22  but 
when someone stronger than he attacks him and 
overpowers him, he takes away from him all his armor 
on which he had relied, and distributes his plunder. 

 
Bottom line 
So what is the bottom line of the story of the strong man and the 
stronger man?  Simply this, Jesus is stronger than Satan and has 
the power not only to cast out Satan’s demons, but also to save all 
people who put their faith in Him. We must not forget the 
strength and power of God in Christ. Jesus is the only one who is 
strong enough to save us! 
 

A second consideration that Jesus surfaced was: 
 
2.  The Consideration of Choice 
After illustrating His power over Satan with the story of the two strong 
men, Jesus makes a profound statement in verse Luke 11:23, "He who 
is not with Me is against Me; and he who does not gather with Me, 
scatters.”  
 
In essence Jesus told His accusers that everyone who was not for Him 
was by default against Him. There was and is no middle ground. Every 
person is faced with this choice. In making this choice there is 
something a person needs to know. If a person thinks that he can 
choose to either follow or not follow Christ, he is mistaken.  If he has 
not chosen to follow Christ, he has already chosen not to follow him. 
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It is like being pregnant.  Either you are or you are not.  A person can’t 
be a little bit pregnant.  Now a person may only show a little bit, but 
she is either pregnant or not pregnant, there is no middle ground. 
 
You may remember the words of Joshua about choosing to serve the 
Lord, Joshua 24:15 states, 
 

"And if it is disagreeable in your sight to serve the LORD, 
choose for yourselves today whom you will serve: whether 
the gods which your fathers served which were beyond the 
River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are 
living; but as for me and my house, we will serve the 
LORD." 

 
In this verse Joshua challenged the children of Israel to make a choice.  
They could follow the Egyptian gods, the gods of the Amorites, or the 
one, true God. 
 
The choice that Jesus speaks of is a little different. By saying that, “he 
who is not with Me is against Me, and he who does not gather with Me, 
scatters,” Jesus is saying that those who don’t choose to go with Him 
are already against Him.  In other words they have already become 
pawns in Satan’s hands. 
 
This thought disturbs a lot of people.  They like to think that there are 
three kingdoms:  God’s kindgom, Satan’s kingdom and their own 
kingdom.  Most feel secure in their own kingdom and feel they are not 
either on Satan’s side or God’s side.  They don’t want to be on either 
side.  They just want to run their own lives.  Jesus says this view is false.  
There are not three kingdoms, only two: His and Satan’s.  If a person 
has not chosen Christ and God’s kingdom, that person has already 
chosen Satan’s.  Let me illustrate.  A person who rejects Christ and 
doesn’t attend church, doesn’t read his Bible, doesn’t share his faith, 
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doesn’t serve in the church or in general doesn’tpromote God’s 
kindgom, that person serves the Devil.  They may not think they do, but 
Jesus says they do because the person who is not with Him is against 
Him.  The person who does not gather for the kingdom of God, scatters. 
If he is not a positive influence for the kingdom of God, then he is a 
negative influence against it.  There is no middle ground. 
 
Which side are you on?  You can’t sit in the stands and watch two 
teams duke it out. You are on the field playing either on Jesus’ team or 
on Satan’s. You may not think that you are on a particular side, but the 
fact is, you are. You may not actively think you are promoting Satan’s 
kingdom if you are not on God’s team, but in reality your vote against 
God is your vote for Satan. 
 
Consider the consequences of the choice you have made.  Jesus says to 
weigh it carefully and realize that those who are not for Him are against 
Him. 
 
The third thing that Jesus says indicates that folks need to consider in 
determining whether or not to follow Him is “the danger of rejecting 
Him.” 
 
3.  The Consideration of Danger 
Jesus addresses this consideration in Luke 11:24-26 with the truth 
about evil spirits who have been cast out of a person.  Listen carefully. 
 

24  "When the unclean spirit goes out of a man, it passes 
through waterless places seeking rest, and not finding any, it 
says, 'I will return to my house from which I came.'  25  "And 
when it comes, it finds it swept and put in order.  26  "Then it 
goes and takes along seven other spirits more evil than itself, 
and they go in and live there; and the last state of that man 
becomes worse than the first."   
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Why does Jesus share this story about an unclean spirit?  It refers back 
the demon He had just cast out of the man a few verses earlier.  Here, 
Jesus says that if a demon goes out of a person and that person does 
not get saved so that the Spirit of God indwells him, there is the danger 
that the demon will return and bring several others with it. 
 
When Jesus healed people, He often did it in response to their faith.  In 
the case of the demon-possessed person there is no indication that this 
was the case. Jesus may have cast out the demon out of the goodness 
of His heart. Now that the demon was gone and the person could both 
see and speak, perhaps the person was faced with the decision whether 
or not to trust the One who had healed him.  Hopefully he made the 
right decision. 
 
 The story of the unclean spirit is an indication that the former demon-
possessed man was still in the decision making process.  Jesus was 
using him as an illustration. If he put his faith in Christ, not only would 
the demon that possessed him leave, but he would also have the Spirit 
of God living within. With the Holy Spirit inside the man, there is no 
way that the demon could come back.  If, however, he decided not to 
place his faith in Christ, there would be the danger that the demon 
could return with reinforcements, and the man’s final state would be 
worse than the first. 
 
It is like having a bad habit. So many people try to get rid of bad habits 
but can’t without the indwelling life of Christ through the Holy Spirit.  
Only then can a person be assured of victory! 
 
The point of the story is, a life unprotected by the Spirit of God is open-
season for Satan. That life may not become demon possessed but it can 
easily be blinded by the lure of wealth, fame and position, and be 
dragged to hell after the person dies. 
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Do you see the danger of neglecting Christ’s offer of salvation?  Don’t 
play with your eternal destiny! Make the choice today to receive Jesus 
as your Lord and Savior. 
 
A fourth consideration is: 
 
4.  The Consideration of Obedience 
The fourth consideration is the “the consideration of obedience.” It is in 
verses 27 and 28.  Pay close attention to the dialogue between Jesus 
and a woman who pays Him a compliment. 
 

27  And it came about while He said these things, one of the 
women in the crowd raised her voice, and said to Him, 
"Blessed is the womb that bore You, and the breasts at 
which You nursed."  28  But He said, "On the contrary, blessed 
are those who hear the word of God, and observe it."   

 
As people listened to the truth of Jesus’ words they were amazed and 
sometimes moved to respond verbally. Such was the case here. A 
woman in the crowd who had been watching and listening finally could 
not withhold her words any longer.  She raised her voice and said what 
a blessing it must have been for Jesus’ mother to give birth to Him and 
take care of Him. Certainly this was a great blessing for Mary. But Jesus 
responded to the woman’s words by saying that the real blessed ones 
were those who heard the Word of God and observed or obeyed it. 
 
In Jesus’ simple statement He was saying that although human 
relationships, like the one with His mother, were important, the most 
important relationship is a person’s relationship with God.  
Relationships on the horizontal plane must never be allowed to 
overshadow the relationship with God on the vertical plane. 
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Notice that blessing doesn’t come from just hearing the word of God, it 
comes from observing it.  We must not just be hearers of the word, but 
also doers.  James 1:22-25, 
 

22  But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not merely 
hearers who delude themselves.  23  For if anyone is a hearer 
of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks at his 
natural face in a mirror;  24  for once he has looked at himself 
and gone away, he has immediately forgotten what kind of 
person he was.  25  But one who looks intently at the perfect 
law, the law of liberty, and abides by it, not having become a 
forgetful hearer but an effectual doer, this man shall be 
blessed in what he does. 

 
If a person thinks that spirituality is simply a matter of hearing God’s 
truth he is not only mistaken, he is deluded. The person who hears but 
does not follow God’s truth is like a man who looks in the mirror and 
then forgets what he has seen when he walks away.  We are told to 
look intently at the perfect law and abide by it.  Only then can we 
become effectual doers rather than forgetful hearers. 
 
Are you a doer or a hearer?  Do you practice the truth you know, or do 
you neglect it.  Do you take time to look intently into the Word of God 
to meditate on His truth or do you simply gloss over it with a simple 
reading.   
 
That is why we need to remember the five things that Scripture says we 
are to do with the Word.  We are to: 
 

 HEAR the Word - this comes from others: a sermon, a Bible study 

 READ the Word - this we do ourselves as we read from the Bible 

 STUDY the Word – this happens by taking time to ponder, cross 
reference, and really dig into the Bible 
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 MEMORIZE the Word – this means committing verses to memory 

 MEDITATE on the Word – this is when we chew on God’s word 
carefully and ask God to help us see its application to our lives and 
then apply it.  

 
Effectual doers do all five of the above.  Forgetful hears often never get 
past the hearing stage. 
 
The Christian life is not one where a person chooses to believe who 
Christ is, it is one in which a person chooses to listen to God’s Word and 
obey it.  Christians are ones who follow Christ, not just know who He is! 
 
The fifth consideration is that of judgment.  
 
5.  The Consideration of Judgment 
Listen to Luke 11:29-32, 
 

29  And as the crowds were increasing, He began to say, "This 
generation is a wicked generation; it seeks for a sign, and yet 
no sign shall be given to it but the sign of Jonah.  30  For just 
as Jonah became a sign to the Ninevites, so shall the Son of 
Man be to this generation.  31  The Queen of the South shall 
rise up with the men of this generation at the judgment and 
condemn them, because she came from the ends of the earth 
to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and behold, something 
greater than Solomon is here.  32  The men of Nineveh shall 
stand up with this generation at the judgment and condemn 
it, because they repented at the preaching of Jonah; and 
behold, something greater than Jonah is here.   

 
Make no mistake, judgment is coming. The time for repentance is 
now. 
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A wicked generation 
It is interesting to note that as more people gathered Jesus didn’t 
say, “Welcome everybody, I’m so glad you came.”  At this point 
Jesus was not out to win a popularity contest but to finish giving 
His accusers important information to consider.  

 
He told them that their generation was a wicked one. Things 
haven’t changed. People can be selfish and self-serving.   
 
Jonah became a sign 
Just a Jonah became a sign to the Ninevites, so Jesus would be a 
sign to His generation through death and resurrection.  Jonah 
came to their city and told them to repent, and they did. The 
Ninevites exercised faith. Jesus also called people to repent. If 
judgment came and they did not repent, they would be swept 
away. 
 
The Queen of the South and the Ninevites will condemn them in 
the judgment 
The men of Ninevah and the Queen of the South exercised faith.   
1 Kings 10:1-10 states,  

 
1 Now when the queen of Sheba heard about the fame 
of Solomon concerning the name of the LORD, she 
came to test him with difficult questions.  2 So she came 
to Jerusalem with a very large retinue, with camels 
carrying spices and very much gold and precious 
stones. When she came to Solomon, she spoke with 
him about all that was in her heart.  3 And Solomon 
answered all her questions; nothing was hidden from 
the king which he did not explain to her.  4 When the 
queen of Sheba perceived all the wisdom of Solomon, 
the house that he had built,  5  the food of his table, the 
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seating of his servants, the attendance of his waiters 
and their attire, his cupbearers, and his stairway by 
which he went up to the house of the LORD, there was 
no more spirit in her.  6 Then she said to the king, "It 
was a true report which I heard in my own land about 
your words and your wisdom.  7  Nevertheless I did not 
believe the reports, until I came and my eyes had seen 
it. And behold, the half was not told me. You exceed in 
wisdom and prosperity the report which I heard.             
8 "How blessed are your men, how blessed are these 
your servants who stand before you continually and 
hear your wisdom.  9  Blessed be the LORD your God 
who delighted in you to set you on the throne of Israel; 
because the LORD loved Israel forever, therefore He 
made you king, to do justice and righteousness."          
10  And she gave the king a hundred and twenty talents 
of gold, and a very great amount of spices and precious 
stones. Never again did such abundance of spices come 
in as that which the queen of Sheba gave King 
Solomon. 

 
When the Queen of Sheba saw with her own eyes she believed 
that God was working through Solomon.  Jesus was working with 
His current generation but many still wouldn’t believe. 

 
Bottom Line 
If people reject Jesus today, they will be judged and those who 
have responded with less light than they had will rise up and 
condemn them, too!   
 
This brings us to the last consideration, the consideration of sight 
which could also be called the consideration of light. 
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6.  The Consideration of Sight  
Finally Jesus speaks about light and sight. Luke 11:33-35 states, 
 

33  "No one, after lighting a lamp, puts it away in a cellar, nor 
under a peck-measure, but on the lampstand, in order that 
those who enter may see the light.  34  The lamp of your body 
is your eye; when your eye is clear, your whole body also is 
full of light; but when it is bad, your body also is full of 
darkness.  35  Then watch out that the light in you may not be 
darkness.  36  If therefore your whole body is full of light, with 
no dark part in it, it shall be wholly illumined, as when the 
lamp illumines you with its rays." 

 
Jesus was letting His light shine all over the place through His teaching 
and miracles. The problem was not that Jesus wasn’t giving enough 
light, but that the people’s spiritual sight was limited. They needed 
cataract surgery. 
 
If we want to see things clearly, the way they really are, then we need 
Christ in our lives. He will lead us into the right path and keep us from 
self-imploding. When we receive Christ, the light of God begins to fill 
our life. I don’t know about you, but I want God’s light shining in and 
through my life. 
 
CONCLUSION 
Before a person rejects Christ he better weigh the evidence and look at 
these important considerations: 
 
STRENGTH - Jesus has the power and the integrity to lead us to the best 
life possible and then to heaven when we depart this earth. 
 
CHOICE - No one can be neutral - either you are with Christ or you are 
against Him. There are no other choices. 
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DANGER - A life without Christ is wide open to the influence of Satan. It 
is a dangerous existence apart from Jesus! 
 
OBEDIENCE – A person who says he loves God needs to demonstrate 
that love through obedience. 
 
JUDGMENT - Judgment awaits those who reject Christ. This is not a 
threat, but a sober reality. I don’t want God’s judgment, I want His love 
that comes through Christ living in me through the indwelling Holy 
Spirit. 
 
SIGHT – If a person receives Christ as Lord and Savior, he or she will 
begin to see everything clearly as they obey His teaching and bring their 
life in line with God’s Word. On the other hand, If a person rejects 
Christ, spiritual blindness will increase and may influence them to go in 
many destructive directions.  
 
Why not follow Jesus? To me it is the smartest thing a person can do. If 
you want to receive Him into your life and to begin to follow Him, 
please repeat this simple prayer after me. 
 
LORD, I know that I am a sinner and that my sin separates me from You. 
I ask You to come into my life through the power of the Holy Spirit, to 
forgive my sin and to make me the person You want me to be. I choose 
to follow You…. AMEN 
 


