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Who is Jesus, Really? 
 

Luke 11:14-20 (Mt 12:22-30, Mk 3:20-27) 
 

By Chris Losey 

 
INTRODUCTION 
The question raised by this passage is, “What is Jesus’ true identity?”  
This is a question that many people have posed through the centuries.  
Many possibilities have been suggested regarding the true identity of 
Jesus. In this account Jesus cast’s out a demon that was causing a 
person to be unable to speak. Two parallel passages also indicate that 
the man was also blind. Some people cannot speak because they 
cannot hear.  If a person cannot hear, it is difficult for him to learn how 
to speak. That was probably not this person’s problem, because as soon 
as Jesus cast out the demon. the person spoke.     
 
No one questioned Jesus’ power 

 He cured more than one demon possessed person 

 He healed the sick  

 He gave sight to the blind 

 He healed the lame  

 He walked on water 

 He even raised the dead 
 
The question was not about whether or not Jesus had power, the 
question was “What was His power source?” Was it from God or from 
Satan? In other words who was Jesus?  Was He the Son of God or an 
emissary of Satan? Just like in our day, people in Jesus’ day were 
curious about His true identity.  
 
Let’s now look at the passage. The first thing that is seen is the 
evidence for Jesus’ identity. 
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1.  The Evidence for Jesus’ Identity 
Luke 11:14 states, “And He was casting out a demon, and it was dumb; 
and it came about that when the demon had gone out, the dumb man 
spoke; and the multitudes marveled.”   
 
Jesus cast out a demon that had caused a man to be unable to speak. 
Not every person who cannot speak is demon-possessed but this one 
was. Many who are deaf cannot hear therefore they never learned to 
speak. It is interesting to note that as soon as the demon was gone this 
man spoke causing the multitudes to marvel. 
 
In this passage, Jesus was making it clear that demonic forces are real. 
Today, demonic activity is especially seen in 3rd world countries, but it 
happens in our own country, too. 
 
You may remember that John the Baptist sent his disciples to Jesus to 
ask about Jesus’ true identity. Jesus did not give them a direct answer 
but instead quoted the Bible. The evidence spoke for itself. In this case, 
the evidence again spoke for itself. Jesus was certainly not an emissary 
of Satan. 
 

2.  The Reaction of the People 
Luke 11:15-16 states, “15 But some of them said, ‘He casts out demons 
by Beelzebul, the ruler of the demons.’  16 And others, to test Him, were 
demanding of Him a sign from heaven.”   
 
A reasonable person would think that people would believe in Christ 
just by seeing His works. He did many miracles that could not be faked 
or refuted. People knew the people who were cured. Some of those 
people had their infirmities for years, thus it was impossible to write off 
their healing as fake.  
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Jesus had great compassion for the sick and healed many of them for 
this reason. Jesus also used signs and wonders to authenticate His 
message. He even gave the apostles healing power to verify their 
message when He sent them out to proclaim “Repent because the 
Kingdom of God was at hand.” 
 
Many people who saw Jesus’ miracles believed in Him but some were 
unsure. Some accused Jesus of casting out demons by the power of 
Beelzebul. Beelzebul is from the word Baalzebub. Baal means Master or 
Lord. Zebub meaning flies. Baalzebub was a Philistine god known as 
“The Lord of the flies.”  
 
You may remember that Ahaziah became the king of Israel after Ahab 
his father died in battle. Ahaziah was injured when he fell through a 
lattice. After doing so, he inquired of Baalzebub whether or not he 
would be healed.  Because he inquired of Baalzebub rather than the 
Lord, God let him die. 
 
We don’t know why Baalzebub was referred to as the lord of the flies. 
Perhaps people thought he protected his worshipers from flies or that 
he used flies as his messengers giving him seeming omnipresence. The 
Jews mocked Baalzebub calling him the Lord of dung since flies 
congregate there. Over time this name was attributed to Satan perhaps 
because bothersome flies not only congregated around dung, but also 
around death, and can torment the living at meal time when they land 
on a person’s food, just like demons tormented people with various 
problems, like in this passage.  
 
By trying to associate Jesus with Baalzebub the Pharisees and Scribes 
were slamming His ministry. In essence they were saying that he was 
associated with the Lord of dung and death, Satan. 
 



4 
Copyright Christopher R. Losey 2000 

 

There were other people as well who were also skeptical of Christ’s 
work and identity. For example, some demanded He perform another 
sign. They wanted more evidence before they believed.  
 
This brings us to: 
 

3.  The Explanation of Jesus  
Luke 11:17-20 states,  

 
17 But He knew their thoughts, and said to them, "Any kingdom 
divided against itself is laid waste; and a house divided against 
itself falls.  18 And if Satan also is divided against himself, how shall 
his kingdom stand? For you say that I cast out demons by 
Beelzebul.  19 And if I by Beelzebul cast out demons, by whom do 
your sons cast them out? Consequently they shall be your judges.  
20  But if I cast out demons by the finger of God, then the kingdom 
of God has come upon you.   

 
Jesus knew their thoughts and offered a simple logical explanation. 
“Any kingdom divided against itself will not stand.” You may remember 
from history that Abraham Lincoln quoted these words of Christ during 
the Civil War. 
  
Jesus explained the logic of His reasoning. Jesus showed them that if 
they took their own logic they were condemning themselves. Jesus cut 
to the bottom line when He said if He cast out demons by the power of 
God then they should recognize that the kingdom of God had come to 
them. 
 
People have reacted to Jesus’ identity in many ways through the years. 
Do you remember when Jesus asked His disciples the question in 
Matthew 16, "Who do people say that I am?" He received several 
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responses. Some said He was John the Baptist. Others said, "Elijah, 
Jeremiah or one of the prophets." The Jewish authorities claimed that 
Jesus was demonic. Just as confusion surrounded Christ's identity in His 
day, there is still much confusion today. Regarding His identity there are 
SEVEN basic options. Six are misplaced. Let's first examine those SIX 
misplaced identities.  
 

The first misplaced identity is that Jesus was a: 
 

 Legend 
The first misconception about Jesus is that He never existed.  
Some say, He is nothing more than a LEGEND.  Like Paul Bunyan, 
Jesus is supposedly a figment of the imagination.  Although this 
view may be acceptable to some skeptics, it is rather naive.  
Denying Jesus' existence is like denying George Washington's 
existence. Think of our calendar and the many holiday's like 
Christmas and Easter, that pertain to Christ.  A figment of the 
imagination does not set the calendar for whole civilizations and 
yet Christ is central to ours.  The year 1991 AD means 1991 years 
since the birth of Christ.  Some people think the AD means "After 
death."  Actually it is two Latin words "Anno Domini" which mean, 
"In the year of our Lord," dated from Christ's birth. The calendar 
for Western civilization revolves around Christ.   
 
Interestingly, there is more historic evidence for Jesus' existence 
than for any other person in ancient times. The idea that Jesus is a 
LEGEND, is very misinformed. 
 
The second misplaced identity for Jesus is that He was simply a: 
 

 Likeable Man 
Some people hold the view that Jesus was just a good man; a man 
who did good things. On the surface this sounds good, but it does 



6 
Copyright Christopher R. Losey 2000 

 

not take into account that Jesus claimed equality with God. Good 
men don’t claim to be equal to God. That’s why the Jews tried to 
stone Him. Listen to John 10:31-33 (NASB),  

  
31 The Jews picked up stones again to stone Him. 32 Jesus 
answered them, "I showed you many good works from the 
Father; for which of them are you stoning Me?" 33 The Jews 
answered Him, "For a good work we do not stone You, but 
for blasphemy; and because You, being a man, make 
Yourself out to be God."  

 
If someone came to you and said that he was God, you wouldn’t 
call him a good man. Undoubtedly you would say he was trying to 
trick you, or perhaps was a little touched in the head. 
 
The third misplaced identity for Jesus is that He was just a: 
 

 Learned Teacher or Prophet 
Just as other religions have their great teachers, some people look 
upon Jesus as the learned teacher or prophet of Christianity, but 
nothing more.  This is not only a popular view today among non-
Christians, it was also popular during Jesus' time.  Luke 9:18-19 
(NASB) states, 

 
18 And it happened that while He was praying alone, the 
disciples were with Him, and He questioned them, saying, 
"Who do the people say that I am?" 19 They answered and 
said, "John the Baptist, and others say Elijah; but others, that 
one of the prophets of old has risen again."  

 
Although the idea of being a teacher or prophet sounds like a 
possible solution to Jesus' identity, it really is not. Jesus never 
claimed to be either of those things, even though he taught great 
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things and spoke prophetic words. He did, however, claim to be 
God. Good teachers and prophets don't claim to be God. If Jesus 
claimed deity and yet was not, at best he was a LUNATIC or LIAR 
but certainly not a great teacher or prophet.  
 
Another misplaced identity for Jesus was that He was a: 
 

 Lunatic 
Because of Jesus' claim of deity, some people say He was crazy 
with delusions of grandeur.  Although this view pleases some 
skeptics, Jesus' life did not fit the pattern of LUNACY.  He lived an 
emotionally stable life, even in the pain and agony of crucifixion.  
When others were out of control, Jesus was ROCK- steady.   
 
Yet, another misplaced identity for Jesus was that He was a: 
 

 Liar 
Because of Jesus' claim as deity, some people accuse Him of lying 
in order to gain a following with the purpose of setting up his own 
kingdom. Again, nothing in His life indicates that He ever lied to 
anyone. On the contrary, He told the truth when it was not to His 
benefit. Matthew 26:63-68 (NIV) gives one such incident,  

 
63 But Jesus remained silent. The high priest said to him, "I 
charge you under oath by the living God: Tell us if you are 
the Christ, the Son of God." 64 "Yes, it is as you say," Jesus 
replied. "But I say to all of you: In the future you will see the 
Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and 
coming on the clouds of heaven." 65 Then the high priest tore 
his clothes and said, "He has spoken blasphemy! Why do we 
need any more witnesses? Look, now you have heard the 
blasphemy. 66 What do you think?" "He is worthy of death," 
they answered. 67 Then they spit in his face and struck him 
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with their fists. Others slapped him 68 and said, "Prophesy to 
us, Christ. Who hit you?"  

  
He never tried to set up His own kingdom but always talked about 
His Father's kingdom and how He had to give His life to bring us 
into that kingdom. The idea that Christ was a liar, lacks any 
credibility. 
 
Still another misplaced identity for Christ is that He was: 
 

 Lucifer’s Emissary  
As in the time of Christ there are those today who believe that 
Jesus was an emissary of Satan. In Matthew 12:24 the Pharisees 
accused Him of casting out demons through Satanic power. Jesus 
response was quite clear in verses Matthew 12:25,26, “25 Any 
kingdom divided against itself is laid waste; and any city or house 
divided against itself shall not stand. 26 And if Satan casts out 
Satan, he is divided against himself; how then shall his kingdom 
stand?” 
 
In every aspect of His life, Jesus opposed Satan.  He certainly was 
not LUCIFER'S EMISSARY.  
 
Yet, another misplaced identity for Jesus is that He was a: 
 

 Lesser God 
Since Jesus was not a LEGEND, LEARNED TEACHER, LUNATIC, LIAR 
or LUCIFER'S EMISSARY, and yet claimed deity, what options are 
left regarding His true identity? Actually, there are two. The first is 
that He was some type of god but not equal with God the Father.  
This view is the one held today by nearly every cult. They say that 
Jesus was and is God's Son but not equal with God the Father. He 
is a LESSER GOD. The problem with this view is that it does not 
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square with Scripture. Cultists, like the Jehovah’s Witnesses and 
the Mormons, even try to twist Scripture to support their view 
that Jesus is a LESSER GOD.  Unfortunately for them, Isaiah 
43:10,11 makes it clear that there is only one God and will never 
be any others: 
 

10 "You are My witnesses," declares the Lord, "And My 
servant whom I have chosen, in order that you may know 
and believe Me, and understand that I am He.  Before Me 
there was no God formed, and there will be none after Me.  
11 I, even I, am the Lord; and there is no savior besides Me." 

 
If Jesus is not a LEGEND, LEARNED TEACHER, LUNATIC, LIAR, LUCIFER'S 
EMISSARY or A LESSER GOD, who is He? This brings us to part II.  
 

What is Jesus’ Real Identity? 
What was the real identity of the Christmas baby in a manger?  He was 
and is the LORD! He is God in human flesh, come to earth. How do we 
know this? The testimony of Scripture makes it crystal clear and the 
resurrection confirms it.   
 
Earlier in the book of Luke in chapter 7 (Lk 7:1-17) Jesus healed a 
Centurion’s slave and raised another man from the dead.  The word 
about His ministry spread everywhere.  Word of what Jesus did even 
got to the ears of John the Baptist who was in prison. John 
subsequently sent two of his disciples to Jesus to ask Him His true 
identity.  Luke 7:19-23 records the encounter. 
 

19  And summoning two of his disciples, John sent them to the 
Lord, saying, "Are You the Expected One, or do we look for 
someone else?"  20 And when the men had come to Him, they said, 
"John the Baptist has sent us to You, saying, 'Are You the Expected 
One, or do we look for someone else?'"  21 At that very time He 
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cured many people of diseases and afflictions and evil spirits; and 
He granted sight to many who were blind.  22 And He answered 
and said to them, "Go and report to John what you have seen and 
heard: the blind receive sight, the lame walk, the lepers are 
cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, the poor have 
the gospel preached to them.  23 And blessed is he who keeps from 
stumbling over Me." 

 
Jesus did not give John a straight answer.  He told him to consider the 
evidence. The evidence was clear. Jesus is Lord.  
 
Here are a few other passages that reveal that Jesus is none of other 
than God in human flesh. 
 

Jesus is Mighty God and Eternal Father – Isaiah 9:6 
Speaking of the coming Messiah, Isaiah 9:6 in the Old Testament 
states, “For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; And 
the government will rest on His shoulders; And His name will be 
called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of 
Peace.”  
 
Jesus was that child born the first Christmas morning. The 
government indeed will rest on His shoulders – the day is coming 
when He will rule during the Millennial Kingdom and then into 
eternity (Rev 20:4, Rev 22).  
 
The four titles in this passage reveal much about who Jesus is. He 
is called Wonderful Counselor because when He came to earth, 
people listened to His truth and were blessed by it. He, being God, 
is the ultimate counselor. Everything He says is wise and true. He 
is called Mighty God because He is God. He is called Eternal Father 
because He existed as God from eternity past, and is equal with 
God the Father. In the New Testament Jesus said, “The Father and 
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I are one” (John 10:30). Jesus is also called Prince of Peace 
because He is the one who made peace between God and sinful 
humans. Romans 5:1 states, “Therefore, having been justified by 
faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.”  
Along with “peace with God”, Jesus gives people inner peace (Phil 
4:6,7), peace in their relationships with others (Rm 14:17-19), and 
world peace when He returns to set up His Millennial Kingdom 
and rules the nations with a rod of iron (Rev 19:11-15).  
 
Regarding Isaiah 9:6, some cults say that Jesus is a Mighty God 
but not Almighty God. But they fail to recognize that Almighty 
God in the Old Testament is also called Mighty God. Jeremiah 
32:17-18 says, “Ah Lord God! Behold, You have made the heavens 
and the earth by Your great power and by Your outstretched arm! 
Nothing is too difficult for You, who shows lovingkindness to 
thousands, but repays the iniquity of fathers into the bosom of 
their children after them, O great and mighty God. The Lord of 
hosts is His name.” (all underlines and boldfacing of Bible verses in 
this paper are added for emphasis). 
 
The word “Mighty” in Isaiah 9:6 and Jeremiah 32:18 is the same 
Hebrew word, gibbor.  If Jesus is called Mighty God, and God 
(Yahweh) in the Old Testament is mighty God, then Jesus is God.  
 
Jesus is part of the Trinity, and thus is God – Isaiah 43:10,11 
Cults deny the existence of what Christians refer to as the Trinity. 
They say that the concept of a Trinity came from pagan religions, 
and therefore can’t be correct. The issue, however, is not what 
any pagan religion might teach, the issue is what the Bible 
teaches. And the Bible clearly teaches that God is three-in-one. 
Although the word “Trinity” does not appear in the Bible, the 
concept certainly does. Simply stated, the Bible teaches there is 
only one God (Is 43:10,11), and yet three different persons - 
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Father, Son, and Holy Spirit – are all called God. If three are called 
God, yet there is only one God, these three must be part of the 
Godhead or Trinity – thee in one. 
 
Isaiah 43:10,11 makes it clear that there is only one God, “You are 
My witnesses,” declares the Lord, “And My servant whom I have 
chosen, in order that you may know and believe Me, and 
understand that I am He. Before Me there was no God formed, 
and there will be none after Me.  I, even I, am the Lord...” There 
were no “Gods” formed before the one true God, nor will there 
be any after Him. This does not insinuate that God Himself was 
formed, for He is eternal. It simply means that there are no other 
Gods besides Him, period! 
 
Yet, three persons are called God. 
God the Father is called God (1 Tm 
1:2). We have already seen that God 
the Son (Jesus) is called Mighty God 
(Is 9:6). And in Acts 5:1-4, the Holy 
Spirit is also called God. Listen 
carefully to that passage.   
 
But a certain man named Ananias, with his wife Sapphira, sold a 
piece of property, and kept back some of the price for himself, 
with his wife's full knowledge, and bringing a portion of it, he laid 
it at the apostles' feet. But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan 
filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit, and to keep back some of 
the price of the land? While it remained unsold, did it not remain 
your own? And after it was sold, was it not under your control? 
Why is it that you have conceived this deed in your heart? You 
have not lied to men, but to God”  
 

Father 

H
oly S

p
irit 

S
on
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Ananias and Sapphira were not obligated to sell their piece of 
property, or to give all of the proceeds to the church. It was a 
choice they made freely. The problem arose when they lied about 
it. They said they gave the entire amount when in fact they kept 
back some for themselves. If they had said they were giving a 
lesser portion that would have been fine. If they had not wanted 
to give any, this too would have been acceptable. The problem 
was, they said they gave it all, but did not. 
 
This passage makes it clear that by lying to the Holy Spirit the 
couple lied to God. People don’t lie to a force, they lie to another 
person. In this case, that other person was none other than the 
Holy Spirit, the third person in the Godhead or Trinity.   
 
Even though the idea of three in one is difficult for the human 
mind to grasp, God has placed trinities all around us to help us 
better understand His nature. For example, time is made up of 
past, present and future time, yet it is all one continuum of time. 
We live in a universe of time, space and matter, yet it is a single 
universe. Water can be liquid, steam or ice and yet it is all one 
molecular substance, H20. To measure the location of something 
in a room the three dimensions of length, width and depth are 
needed, yet they give a single location. An egg has a shell, an egg 
white and a yoke, yet it is one egg. 
 
In relation to God, it is not that God changes from one form to 
another (from Father to Son to Spirit and back again). This would 
be modalism. Instead He is three in one at the same time. This 
may be hard to grasp in our finite minds, but it must be 
remembered that God is infinite! 
 
Simply stated, there is only one God, and Jesus is one of the three 
called God. This means He is part of the Trinity. He is God.  
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Jesus is the Savior – only God is the Savior – Is 43:10,11, Mt 1:18-
20, Ti 1:4 Listen again to Isaiah 43:10,11 “You are My witnesses,” 
declares the Lord, “And My servant whom I have chosen, in order 
that you may know and believe Me, and understand that I am He.  
Before Me there was no God formed, and there will be none after 
Me.  I, even I, am the Lord, and there is no savior besides Me.” 
 
In these verses, God not only makes it clear that He is the only 
God, He also makes it clear that there is no savior besides Him. 
And yet, the New Testament makes it clear that Jesus is our 
Savior. In Matthew 1:18-20 when Joseph found out that his 
fiancé, Mary, was pregnant out of wedlock, he planned to call off 
the engagement. Matthew 1:20-21 then states, “But when he 
(Joseph) had considered this (calling off the engagement), behold, 
an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, ‘Joseph, 
son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife; for the 
Child who has been conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. She will 
bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His 
people from their sins.’” That is precisely what happened. Jesus 
was born to Mary and Joseph and He became the Savior of the 
world. All people who place their faith in Christ are saved from 
their sin (John 3:16).  
 
Over and over in the New Testament, Jesus is called our Savior. 
For example Paul writes in Titus 1:4, “To Titus, my true child in a 
common faith: Grace and peace from God the Father and Christ 
Jesus our Savior.”  
 
2 Peter 1:1 states, “Simon Peter, a bond-servant and apostle of 
Jesus Christ, to those who have received a faith of the same kind 
as ours, by the righteousness of our God and Savior, Jesus Christ.” 
In this verse, Jesus is not only called Savior, He is called God. 
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2 Peter 2:20 calls Jesus Lord and Savior, “For if, after they have 
escaped the defilements of the world by the knowledge of the Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and are 
overcome, the last state has become worse for them than the 
first.”  
 
The logic is simple, if Jesus is our Savior, and yet only God is the 
Savior, then Jesus must be God.  
  
 
 
Jesus is “Immanuel” – God with us – Matthew 1:23 
Matthew 1:23 records more of the message delivered to Joseph 
when he found out that Mary was pregnant. “Behold, the virgin 
shall be WITH CHILD, AND SHALL BEAR A Son, and they shall call 
His name Immanuel,” which translated means, “God WITH US.” 
 
Jesus’ birth was the fulfillment of the prophecy found in Isaiah 
7:14 in the Old Testament. He would not only be called Jesus 
meaning (Jehovah’s Salvation), He would also be called Immanuel 
meaning “God with us.” In other words when Jesus was on earth 
He was God come to earth – God with us. Why? Because He was 
and is God. “God with us” means what it says.    
 
If Jesus is “Immanuel – God with us”, He is God. 
 
Jesus is the Word – and the Word is God – John 1:1,14 
John 1:1 states, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God.” John 1:14 goes on to say. 
“And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw 
His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of 
grace and truth.” 
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In these two verses, the Bible not only makes it clear the Word 
was with God, but the Word was God. It also makes it clear the 
Word became flesh and dwelt among us. Who became flesh by 
coming from heaven to be born a baby and dwell among us? 
Jesus. Who was and is the Word?  Jesus Christ.   
 
If the WORD is God, and the WORD is also Jesus, then Jesus is 
God. When two entities are equal to a third entity, they are equal 
to each other. 
 
Some cults pervert the translation of John 1:1. They say that the 
verse states “The Word was a god.” They say the Word was not 
“the God” (capital “G”) but “a god” (little “g”).  
 
Naturally, groups like the Jehovah’s Witnesses dispute such 
verses. For example, they point out that a literal translation of the 
last phrase of John 1:1 reads, “God was the Word.” There is no 
definite article (the) with God, and in such cases this sometimes 
implies an indefinite article (a), and so they translate “The Word 
was a god.” This translation, however, is itself problematic. First, 
God often functions as a proper name, and when a proper name 
has been used once in a context (so that one knows which Peter 
or John or whoever one is talking about), it can be used other 
times without the definite article. Second, sentences with the 
verb “to be” in them (in this case, “was”) do not have a subject 
and an object, but a subject and a predicate noun or predicate 
adjective. In English subject and object are differentiated by word 
order. “Jim hit John” means Jim is the subject and John the object. 
Reverse the word order and Jim and John would reverse roles. In 
Greek you do this by special endings on the words. In that way 
you can, for example, place the object first if you want to 
emphasize it. Now if you have a sentence with a predicate noun, 
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your endings will be the same. Yet you can indicate which is which 
by using the definite article with the subject and omitting it with 
the predicate noun. Thus the sentence would read, “The Word 
was God,” with God being emphasized. 
 
Finally, another reason to omit the article is if the noun is 
functioning as a predicate adjective, giving a quality of the 
subject. That is probably John’s main reason for not including it 
here (although all three reasons may be true). That is, John is 
quite aware that the Word was not all of God. The Father still 
existed separately after the Word became flesh (John 1:14). Thus, 
“The Word was God” could be misleading; it could imply that all of 
God had become incarnate in Jesus. The omission of the article 
makes this verse mean “The Word was divine” or “What God was 
the Word was.” In other words, the text is indicating that the 
Word had all of the qualities of God, but this text is also indicating 
that not all of God was in the Word. The Jehovah’s Witnesses 
ignore all of these three reasons, and instead use simplistic 
grammatical explanations to try to make the sentence mean what 
they wish it to mean. (Taken from Hard Sayings of the Bible as 
part of the Computer Program, Word Search) 
   
Jesus is the Son of God – equal to God – John 5:16-18 
John 5:16-18 records part of the interaction between Jesus and 
some Jews after He healed a man on the Sabbath, “For this reason 
the Jews were persecuting Jesus, because He was doing these 
things on the Sabbath. But He answered them, ‘My Father is 
working until now, and I Myself am working.’ For this reason 
therefore the Jews were seeking all the more to kill Him, because 
He not only was breaking the Sabbath, but also was calling God 
His own Father, making Himself equal with God.”  
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In ancient time, the phrase “Son of…” was not only used to speak 
of being the literal son of someone, but it was sometimes used to 
indicate equality of being. When Jesus claimed to be the Son of 
God, the Jews understood that He was claiming equality with God 
and wanted to kill Him for it. Jews clearly understood in their own 
context, what today’s cults fail to see. 
 
Indeed, Jesus was the Son of God, equal to God. 
 
Jesus existed in the form of God – Philippians 2:5-7 
Philippians 2:5-7 states, “Have this attitude in yourselves which 
was also in Christ Jesus, who, although He existed in the form of 
God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, but 
emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being 
made in the likeness of men.”   
 
Some skeptics say this verse teaches that Jesus did not try to be 
equal with God, but was really something less. Again, this is an 
incorrect translation and interpretation. Notice the verse says, 
“Although He (Jesus) existed in the form of God, He did not regard 
equality with God a thing to be grasped.” The word form refers to 
essential form. In other words Jesus had the essential form of 
God, and was equal to God the Father from eternity past. When 
He came to earth and took on human flesh in order to die for our 
sins, He emptied Himself. This emptying does not mean He lost 
His divine attributes, but that He merely laid them aside and 
chose not to use them at certain times. For example, when Jesus 
traveled He could have transported Himself instantaneously from 
one place to another, but instead chose to walk. He could have 
made it so He didn’t need sleep or food, but instead He chose to 
rest and eat. He even allowed Himself to feel the pain of 
crucifixion.  Jesus also laid aside those powers in order to identify 
with those He came to save. Hebrews 4:14-15 speaks of the fact 
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that Jesus was tempted like we were, yet did not sin. He identified 
with us, yet maintained His purity, “Since then we have a great 
high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of 
God, let us hold fast our confession. For we do not have a high 
priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who 
has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin.” 
 
On the flip side, there were many times when He did use His 
divine attributes, like when He walked on water, healed the sick, 
and raised the dead. Jesus’ emptying did not undo His deity; it 
was really a confirmation of it. 
 
The next verses in Philippians further confirm that Jesus laid aside 
His divine attributes in order to die for the sins of mankind, “And 
being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by 
becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 
Therefore also God (the Father) highly exalted Him, and bestowed 
on Him the name which is above every name, that at the name of 
Jesus every knee should bow, of those who are in heaven, and on 
earth, and under the earth, and that every tongue should confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father"  (Phil 2:8-
11). 
 
The Son glorified the Father, and the Father honored the Son for 
His willingness to leave heaven and die for mankind.   
 
Since Jesus existed in the form of God. This means He is God. 
 
Jesus used God’s name “I Am” of Himself – John 8:56-59 
In John 8:48-55 the Jews accused Jesus of being demon 
possessed. Jesus informed them that He had come to glorify His 
Father in heaven. He told the Jews that if anyone kept His word 
they would never see death. The Jews subsequently reaffirmed 
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their suspicion that He was demon possessed. The conversation 
then turned to Abraham, the father of Judaism. Listen to John 
8:56-59 where Jesus addresses the group, “‘Your father Abraham 
rejoiced to see My day, and he saw it and was glad.’ So the Jews 
said to Him, ‘You are not yet fifty years old, and have You seen 
Abraham?’ Jesus said to them, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, before 
Abraham was born, I am.’ Therefore they picked up stones to 
throw at Him, but Jesus hid Himself and went out of the temple.” 
 
Although the Jews did not believe that Jesus existed from eternity 
past, they once again understood that He was claiming to be God 
and wanted to kill Him.   
 
How could Jesus have seen Abraham if He was less than fifty years 
old? He could have seen him because He pre-existed His 
incarnation. That’s why He said,“Before Abraham was born, I am.” 
Although this sounds like bad English, Jesus was using the name 
God used of Himself in Exodus 3:14 when Moses wanted to know 
God’s name. Exodus 3:13-15 states, “Then Moses said to God, 
‘Behold, I am going to the sons of Israel, and I will say to them, 
“The God of your fathers has sent me to you.” Now they may say 
to me, “What is His name?” What shall I say to them?’ God said to 
Moses, ‘I AM WHO I AM’; and He said, ‘Thus you shall say to the 
sons of Israel, 'I AM (hayah) has sent me to you.’ God, 
furthermore, said to Moses, ‘Thus you shall say to the sons of 
Israel, “The Lord (Yahweh), the God of your fathers, the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to 
you. This is My name forever, and this is My memorial-name to all 
generations.’”  
 

When Jesus answered the Jews, He could have said, 
“Before Abraham was born, I was already around.” This 
would have been more grammatically clear, but it 
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would not have had the impact Jesus wanted to make. Jesus 
wanted to identify Himself as God, so He said, “Before Abraham 
was born, I am.” By saying “I am” Jesus used the name that God 
applied to Himself. The term “I am” is hayah in Hebrew and 
means “to exist.” It is probably a word play on the name YHWH 
(Yahweh) which God also used of Himself in verse 15 of the 
passage. The word Yahweh comes from the root word hayah. By 
calling Himself, “I am” Jesus was stating that He was the eternal, 
self-existent One. He was God Himself. The Jews understood 
exactly what He said and sought to stone Him, but He 
miraculously eluded them.  
 
It is interesting to note that Jesus also said “I am” many other 
times:  
 

- “Who do people say that I am?” (Mk 8:27).  
- “Who do you say that I am?” (Mk 8:29).   
- “But (Jesus) He kept silent and did not answer. Again the 

high priest was questioning Him, and saying to Him, "Are 
You the Christ, the Son of the Blessed One?" And Jesus said, 
"I am; and you shall see the Son of Man sitting at the right 
hand of Power, and coming with the clouds of heaven."  
(Mark 14:61-62) 

- “And they all said, "Are You the Son of God, then?" And He 
said to them, "Yes, I am.” (Luke 22:70) 

- “I am the living bread that came down out of heaven; if 
anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever; and the bread 
also which I will give for the life of the world is My flesh.” 
(John 6:51) 

- “I am the Light of the world; he who follows Me will not walk 
in the darkness, but will have the Light of life.” (John 8:12) 

- “I am the door; if anyone enters through Me, he will be 
saved, and will go in and out and find pasture.” (John 10:9) 
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- “I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down His 
life for the sheep.” John 10:11 

- “I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me 
will live even if he dies,” (John 11:25) 

- “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to 
the Father but through Me.” (John 14:6) 

- “I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser.” (John 
15:1) 

 
It is quite possible that in a subtle way, Jesus was further 
identifying Himself as God when He said these things. 
 
If God is the eternal, self-existent One, and yet Jesus is the 
eternal, self-existent One, Jesus is God. 
 
Jesus claimed equality with God – John 10:30-33 
In John 10:30-33, Jesus claimed equality with God. He said, “‘I and 
the Father are one.’ The Jews took up stones again to stone Him. 
Jesus answered them, ‘I showed you many good works from the 
Father; for which of them are you stoning Me?’ The Jews 
answered Him, ‘For a good work we do not stone You, but for 
blasphemy; and because You, being a man, make Yourself out to 
be God.’”  
 
When Jesus said, “I and the Father are one,” He was not saying He 
was the same person as the Father, for they are different persons 
in the Godhead or Trinity (Father, Son and Holy Spirit). He was 
saying He had the same essence, nature and power as God the 
Father. Again, the Jews understood exactly what He meant. He 
was claiming equality with God. That’s why they wanted to kill 
Him.   
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Why did Jesus claim equality with God? He claimed it because it 
was true! The fact that Jesus claimed to be God does not prove He 
is, but it certainly makes His feelings about His own identity 
crystal clear! 
 
Thomas’ testimony confirms that Jesus is God – John 20:25-29 
When Jesus rose from the dead and 
first showed Himself alive to a group 
of His disciples, Thomas was not 
present. Upon hearing the news 
Thomas refused to believe. In John 
20:25 Thomas stated, “Unless I see in 
His hands the imprint of the nails, 
and put my finger into the place of 
the nails, and put my hand into His 
side, I will not believe.” Soon afterwards, Jesus appeared again. 
This time, Thomas was present. Seeing Jesus alive changed 
Thomas’ mind, and caused him to make an amazing declaration 
recorded in John 20:26-29, “And after eight days again His 
disciples were inside, and Thomas with them. Jesus came, the 
doors having been shut, and stood in their midst, and said, ‘Peace 
be with you.’ Then He said to Thomas, ‘Reach here your finger, 
and see My hands; and reach here your hand, and put it into My 
side; and be not unbelieving, but believing.’ Thomas answered and 
said to Him, ‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to Him, ‘Because 
you have seen Me, have you believed? Blessed are they who did 
not see, and yet believed.’” 
 
When Thomas saw Jesus alive he declared, "My Lord and My 
God!" Some cults try to explain Thomas' words away and say they 
were simply words of surprise, like when a person is startled and 
says, "Oh My!" But Thomas' words are much more than a startled 
response. He said both "My Lord" and "My God." If Jesus was not 



24 
Copyright Christopher R. Losey 2000 

 

Lord and God, He would have corrected Thomas and set the 
record straight. He did not, but instead told Thomas that the truly 
blessed ones were those, like Christians today, who having not 
seen Jesus in the flesh, still believe.  
 
Thomas’ declaration is another confirmation that Jesus is God. 
 
Jesus is included in the Name of God – Matthew 28:18-20 
We have already seen that Scripture teaches the concept of a 
Trinity – three in one. There is one passage where all three 
(Father, Son and Holy Spirit) are mentioned together. Matthew 
28:19 records some of Jesus’ parting words to His disciples, “Go 
therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and the Son and The Holy Spirit, teaching 
them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you 
always, even to the end of the age.” 
 
Notice that Jesus says “in the name”, not “in the names” of the 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Why? Because Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit are one God. Collectively, they are the Godhead! They have 
a single name: God!   
 
If Jesus is included in the name of God, He must be God! 

 

CONCLUSION 
For even more extensive that proves Jesus’ deity, please go to 
www.chrislosey.com and download the free booklet entitled, “Is Jesus 
God.”  
 
What have you done with the evidence? If you are holding on to one of 
the misplaced identities of Jesus, He invites you to come to Him and to 
make Him your personal Lord and Savior! 
 

http://www.chrislosey.com/

