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Who Is My Neighbor 
 

Luke 10:25-37 
 

By Chris Losey 

 

Introduction 
Who are your neighbors? Most people would answer, “The people next 
door and across the street.” And they would be partly right. In this 
message we are going to see who Jesus referred to as a neighbor and 
then see why understanding who our neighbors are, is important today.  
Jesus’ explanation of a neighbor takes us to Luke 10:25-37.  What is 
especially interesting about this story is that it starts off with a lawyer 
inquiring of Jesus about what it takes to have eternal life. I thus refer to 
the first verse in the passage as, “The ultimate question.”   
 

The Ultimate Question 
Listen to the Luke 10:25, .”And behold, a certain lawyer stood up and 
put Him to the test, saying, ‘Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal 
life?’”  
 
Who was asking the question?  A lawyer. (First of all I will not tell a 
lawyer joke). Was the lawyer’s question sincere?  Not really.  He was 
putting Jesus to the test. What does it mean in this context that he put 
Jesus to the test? The lawyer was simply testing Jesus to see what He 
would say, and whether or not it was in line with the Old Testament 
Law. The lawyer felt that he knew the answer to his own question, and 
he was curious if Jesus would say the same thing. 
 
Actually, the lawyer asked the ultimate question that every person 
needs to answer regarding their eternal destiny.  
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Notice that Jesus answered the lawyer’s question with a question.  I call 
verse 26, “The Indirect Answer” or “The Counter Question.”    
 

The Counter-Question 
Luke 10:26 states, “And He said to him, "What is written in the Law? 
How does it read to you?"   
 
Jesus knew the man’s thoughts, so posed a question back to him. Since 
the man was an expert in the law, Jesus let him answer his own 
question. Jesus invited the lawyer to give his own spin on the answer, 
“How does it read to you?” The lawyer then gave what might be called, 
“the ultimate answer.” 
 

The Ultimate Answer 
Listen to the lawyer’s response in verses 27, 28,   
 

27  And he answered and said, ‘You shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your 
strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.’  
28  And He said to him, ‘You have answered correctly; do this, and 
you will live.’” 

 
The lawyer’s answer came from the combination of two Old Testament 
Scriptures, Deuteronomy 6:5 - "And you shall love the LORD your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might,” and  
Leviticus 19:18, “You shall not take vengeance, nor bear any grudge 
against the sons of your people, but you shall love your neighbor as 
yourself; I am the LORD.” 
 
After studying the entire Old Testament Law the lawyer boiled his 
answer down to two profound truths. Love God and love your fellow 
man?  Amazing! Loving God and one’s fellow man is the thrust of the 



 

3                       
Copyright 2005 – CR Losey 

 

Ten Commandments. It is also the answer that Jesus gave in Matthew 
22:36-40 which was the greatest commandment. 
 

36  "Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?"  
37  And He said to him,"' You shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your 
mind.'  38  "This is the great and foremost commandment.    
39  "The second is like it, 'You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.'  40  "On these two commandments depend the 
whole Law and the Prophets." 

 
Notice Jesus’ answer to the lawyer in Luke 10:28 after the lawyer said 
that he hoped to obtain eternal life by loving God and his neighbor.  
“And He said to him, ‘You have answered correctly; do this, and you will 
live.’” 
 
Let’s take a moment to review Luke 10:26-28 to be sure we understand 
what is going on. First the lawyer asked what it took to gain eternal life. 
Jesus then asked the lawyer to answer his own question, The lawyer 
responded and said that a person gains eternal life by loving God and 
his neighbor as himself. Jesus replied that the lawyer had answered 
correctly. 
 
Does this seem a bit strange to you?  Doesn’t it seem like Jesus is 
advocating salvation by works?  Shouldn’t Jesus have told the man that 
salvation was by grace through faith?  Rather than saying that eternal 
life is gained by faith in God, Jesus said it is gained by loving God and 
one’s fellow man.  Although at first glance it might appear that Jesus is 
advocating salvation by works, He is not.  Here’s why. First, the Bible 
makes it clear that no one will be saved by keeping the law. Romans 
3:20 states, “... by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified in His 
sight; for through the Law {comes} the knowledge of sin.” 
 



 

4                       
Copyright 2005 – CR Losey 

 

The law shows people that they are sinners, and no amount of keeping 
the law can wash away a person’s sins. 
 
Galatians 2:16 further states, 
 

...a man is not justified by the works of the Law but through 
faith in Christ Jesus, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, 
that we may be justified by faith in Christ, and not by the 
works of the Law; since by the works of the Law shall no 
flesh be justified. 

 
The Bible makes it clear that a person is saved by God’s grace through 
personal faith in Christ.  Ephesians 2:8-9 states,  “8  For by grace you 
have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, {it is} the gift 
of God;  9  not as a result of works, that no one should boast.” 
 
Again, consider the lawyer’s answer to how a person gains eternal life.  
He gains it by loving God and his fellow man.  Also consider Jesus’ 
answer to the question regarding what is the greatest commandment.  
Jesus said the greatest commandment was to love God.  He then said 
that there was a second commandment like the first: a person is to love 
his neighbor as himself.  It is interesting that both the lawyer and Jesus 
gave the same answer to two different questions.   
 
You may be asking, “What’s the point.”  The point is that loving God 
and ones fellow man is not only the greatest commandment/s, it is the 
way to eternal life because it demonstrates a person’s faith. 
 
If a person has real faith in God, he will love God with everything in 
him: his heart, soul, mind and strength. The natural outflow of that will 
be to love his neighbor as himself.  Loving God and one’s fellow man 
proves a person’s faith is genuine.  It is not acts of love that save the 
person, it is faith!  But it is the acts of love that prove that faith is real! 
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It is the old faith-works debate found in James 2:14-18 
 

14  What use is it, my brethren, if a man says he has faith, but 
he has no works? Can that faith save him?  15  If a brother or 
sister is without clothing and in need of daily food,  16  and 
one of you says to them, "Go in peace, be warmed and be 
filled," and yet you do not give them what is necessary for 
{their} body, what use is that?  17  Even so faith, if it has no 
works, is dead, {being} by itself.  18  But someone may {well} 
say, "You have faith, and I have works; show me your faith 
without the works, and I will show you my faith by my 
works." 

 
Is it true that a person could exercise faith on his death-bed, do no 
good works before he dies, and still be saved?  Yes!  It is his faith in God 
that saves him. If, however, he survives and leaves the hospital, if he 
never does good things for others, and yet still claims to be a Christian, 
his conversion experience may be false and be nothing more than 
emotions. 
 
James is saying that saving faith works. It is faith that saves the person, 
but if he is truly saved, good works will follow. 
 
Getting back to Jesus and the lawyer, Jesus was not saying that a 
person could be saved by works, He was saying that a person who truly 
loves God and his fellow man, obviously has saving faith. Loving God 
and loving ones fellow man go together.  I John 4:20-21 states, 
 

20  If someone says, "I love God," and hates his brother, he is 
a liar; for the one who does not love his brother whom he 
has seen, cannot love God whom he has not seen.  21  And 



 

6                       
Copyright 2005 – CR Losey 

 

this commandment we have from Him, that the one who 
loves God should love his brother also. 

 
It is hard to know whether the lawyer really understood the real 
meaning of what he was saying when he said that eternal life is gained 
by loving God and one’s fellow man.  He had the right answer regarding 
eternal life, but he may not have totally understood the concept.  In 
any event he then said something to Jesus which I call, “The Major Cop-
out!” 
   

The Major Cop-out 
Luke 10:29 sates, “ But wishing to justify himself, he said to Jesus, ‘And 
who is my neighbor?’"   
 
Notice that the lawyer wished to justify himself. To justify means to 
pronounce free from blame or guilt. The lawyer obviously wanted to be 
free from blame or guilt that would prevent him from inheriting eternal 
life. He probably felt that it was easy enough to love God with his whole 
heart by going to the temple, giving of his monetary resources, and 
doing the ministry of studying the law and pronouncing its meaning to 
others. On the other hand, the command, “Love thy neighbor as 
thyself,” was not so clear. If ones neighbors were only those who lived 
on either side and across the street, it would be easy enough most of 
the time to love and be kind to them. The lawyer most likely lived in a 
nice neighborhood where the demands by neighbors on other 
neighbors were small. Undoubtedly the lawyer was hoping that Jesus’ 
interpretation of neighbor was rather limited. In that case the lawyer 
would feel justified in that he had fulfilled the command to love his 
neighbor as himself. On the other hand, if Jesus’ interpreted the 
concept of neighbor on a wider scale, the lawyer might not measure up 
and thus fail to be justified. The real question was, “Who was his 
neighbor?” Thus he asked Jesus that question. Jesus had a rather 
profound answer. 
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The Profound Clarification 
Luke 10:30=37 states, 
 

30  Jesus replied and said, "A certain man was going down from 
Jerusalem to Jericho; and he fell among robbers, and they stripped 
him and beat him, and went off leaving him half dead.  31  "And by 
chance a certain priest was going down on that road, and when he 
saw him, he passed by on the other side.  32  "And likewise a Levite 
also, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the 
other side.  33  "But a certain Samaritan, who was on a journey, 
came upon him; and when he saw him, he felt compassion,  34  and 
came to him, and bandaged up his wounds, pouring oil and wine 
on {them;} and he put him on his own beast, and brought him to 
an inn, and took care of him.  35  "And on the next day he took out 
two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper and said, 'Take care 
of him; and whatever more you spend, when I return, I will repay 
you.'  36  "Which of these three do you think proved to be a 
neighbor to the man who fell into the robbers' {hands?}  37  And he 
said, "The one who showed mercy toward him."  

 
Jesus’ explanation to the lawyer was in the form of a parable; a story 
with a moral lesson. The story involved several characters: 
 

 A man going down from Jerusalem to Jericho.  

 A group of robbers who stripped, beat and robbed the man, 
leaving him half dead. 

 A priest who saw the injured man and walked by on the other side 
of the road.  

 A Levite who did the same thing the priest did. 

 A Samaritan who stopped, ministered to the man, and took him to 
safety. 
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 An innkeeper who continued to help the man for a price. 
In this parable there are some important principles that help us 
understand its meaning.   
 
1.  It is easy to justify in our own minds why we can’t help people in 
need 
I’m sure the priest and the Levite reasoned in their own minds why they 
could not help.  Some say that the priest and Levite did not want to 
touch the man because he appeared dead. Touching a dead person 
would defile them so they could not perform their temple duties. The 
fact is, both the priest and Levite were going down from Jerusalem not 
to Jerusalem, which indicated that they had finished their priestly 
duties.  When they went up to Jerusalem they usually went in groups, 
but when they left, they often departed alone. 
 
Don’t we sometimes give reasons why we cannot help those in need?  
We say things like: 

 It’s not my problem.  

 I don’t want to get involved. 

 I don’t have time right now to help. 

 I don’t really have the resources to help.   

 What I can do won’t make a difference anyway. 

 The person got himself into this mess, let him get himself out. 

 I may be placing myself in danger by helping.  
o He may be bait 
o He may have a gun 
o This is a bad neighborhood so I better not stop. 

 
2.  Neighbors are those who God puts in our path 
Who are neighbors? To better understand what a neighbor is, there are 
three words in Greek used for neighbor. Understanding these three will 
give us a better grasp who our neighbors are.  
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The first Greek word for neighbor is Geiton which literally means one 
living in the same land. That land could be your neighborhood, state, or 
country. The second Greek word for neighbor is periokos made up of 
two words, peri meaning around, from which we get our English word 
perimeter, and oikos meaning home. Thus a neighbor is someone who 
is somewhere around our house.  The third Greek word for neighbor is 
plesion which means near. A neighbor this is someone near to us. In our 
neighborhood it could be anyone living near us. If we are out and 
about, it could be someone who comes near to us. All three of these 
words help us understand that our neighbor is someone who is 
basically near to us or someone God puts in our path whether they are 
in our neighborhood or someone we encounter when we are traveling. 
They are the people that God puts in our paths.  It doesn’t matter what 
their social status or ethnic background is.  It also does not matter what 
our’s is.  If God puts someone in our path then they are our neighbor, 
and we should help them if we can.  
 
3.  Sometimes it is those who have felt pain who are willing to step 
out to help others 
The Samaritan was in enemy territory in a sense. He knew how much 
the Jews despised Samaritans. The injured person by the side of the 
road was undoubtedly a Jew but we can’t be completely sure. He may 
have even been a foreigner. It would have made no sense in the story 
for the hurt man to be a Samaritan. It would not have allowed Jesus to 
make His point.   
 
Because the Samaritan knew the pain of rejection, he probably was 
more in tune when others were hurting. The priest and the Levite on 
the other hand may have been self-righteous and callous toward the 
hurts and needs of others because they were respectable people and 
perhaps lived an ivory tower existence.   
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Do you remember the story of the sinful woman who anointed Jesus’ 
feet?  She ministered to Him when no one in the Pharisee’s house did.  
Jesus commended her for washing His feet with her tears, kissing His 
feet and anointing His head with perfume. Jesus pointed out to those in 
the home that none of them besides this woman had shown such 
compassion. In Luke 7:47 Jesus said of the woman in the hearing of 
everyone, "For this reason I say to you, her sins, which are many, have 
been forgiven, for she loved much; but he who is forgiven little, loves 
little." 
 
Undoubtedly the Priest and Levite loved little because of their self-
righteousness.  
 
Even though we may not have gone through great rejection, we still 
must realize just how sinful we are and how much we have been 
forgiven by God This fact alone can help us be more sensitive to those 
people around us who are hurting. 
 
A fourth principle in this story is: 
 
4.  Loving others as oneself may mean the investment of time and 
resources 
Listen again to the investment the Samaritan made in the life of the 
injured man. 
 

33  "But a certain Samaritan, who was on a journey, came 
upon him; and when he saw him, he felt compassion,  34  and 
came to him, and bandaged up his wounds, pouring oil and 
wine on {them;} and he put him on his own beast, and 
brought him to an inn, and took care of him.  35  "And on the 
next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the 
innkeeper and said, 'Take care of him; and whatever more 
you spend, when I return, I will repay you.'   
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Helping the man was a major investment of time and resources on the 
part of the Samaritan.   
 

 he bandaged the man’s wounds which likely meant he had to tear 
up some of his own clothes. 

 he poured oil and wine on the man’s wounds which meant he 
might not have enough wine for his own journey. 

 he put the man on his own beast (perhaps a donkey) which meant 
he had to walk. 

 he took the man to an inn which meant he likely had to go out of 
his own way. 

 he took care of the man which meant he delayed his own travel. 

 he paid for the man’s room and food which meant he had less 
money for himself. 

 he paid extra money and offered to pay even more at a later date 
with no strings attached... 

 
The Samaritan gave of his time and resources, far above and beyond 
what the average man on the street would do. We, too, need to be 
willing to give of our time, talent and treasure to help those in our path. 
 
It is interesting what the lawyer said when Jesus asked him who had 
been a neighbor to the injured man.  Listen to the verbal exchange in 
verses 36 and 37,   
 

36 (Jesus said,) Which of these three do you think proved to 
be a neighbor to the man who fell into the robbers' {hands?}  
37  And he said, "The one who showed mercy toward him."  

 
Notice that the lawyer said, “The one who showed mercy...”  He did not 
even use the word Samaritan.  In the lawyer’s mind, the obvious ones 
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who should have shown mercy were the priest and the Levite, but they 
did not. Instead it was the despised Samaritan who met the needs of 
the injured man. Jesus had made a profound point. God is not 
concerned about a person’s ethnic background or upbringing.  He is 
concerned about the compassion that flows from the hearts of those 
who have the opportunity to help. 
 

The Final Challenge 
Luke 19:37 states, “And Jesus said to him, ‘Go and do the same.’" 
 
Jesus said to the lawyer what he says to us today, “Go and do the 
same.”  Be a neighbor to those who God brings in your path.  Help 
those in need. God will put people in our path and He wants us to help 
them.  
 

 it may be a family member. 

 it may be someone at church. 

 it may be someone at work. 

 it may be someone who lives near you. 

 it may be a friend. 

 it may be a homeless person. 
 
The question is, “Will we help?  Will we love them as you would want 
someone to love and help us?”  Your love for God and my love for God 
in one sense is measured not only by our devotion to Him; church 
attendance, giving, ministry, etc.  but also by our love, compassion and 
service to those God places in our path. 
 
We can’t help everybody, but the question may be, “Are we helping 
anybody?”   


