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Lessons from Ministry 
 

Luke 10:17-25 
 

By Chris Losey 

 
 

Introduction 
In Luke 10:1-16 Jesus sent out the seventy two by two.  He gave them 
instructions and let them know what to do, what to take, and what 
some of the problems might be along the way. He told them to pray to 
the Father to send out workers. They prayed and became the answer to 
their own prayer. They undoubtedly went out with some measure of 
fear and trembling not knowing exactly what would happen. They were 
sent out by twos so that they could encourage, support, and build up 
one another. Through the experience of being sent out, the disciples 
learned many valuable lessons. Let’s look at some of those lessons as 
we dive into the message entitled, “Lessons from Ministry.”  
 
The first lesson the disciples learned was: 
 

Faithful ministry brings joy 
Luke 10:17 states, “And the seventy returned with joy, saying, ‘Lord, 
even the demons are subject to us in Your name.’"   
 
The disciples stepped out in faith and went out two by two, just as the 
Lord had instructed them. They accepted Jesus’ challenge to go and 
become doers of ministry rather than just observers of it. 
 
When they returned they returned with joy, reporting that the even the 
demons had been subject to them. Wow! Rather than being a burden 
to the apostles, ministry brought great joy. 
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People everywhere are looking for exciting things that will bring a sense 
of excitement to their lives. That is why some people sky dive, bungy-
jump, or do others extreme sports. What they are really looking for is 
fulfillment and joy. God built into all of us the love of a good challenge, 
adventure, and even an occasional adrenaline rush. But rather than 
giving ourselves to secular activities, why not give ourselves to 
ministry? It can be even more exciting and challenging than extreme 
sports, and it brings real joy and fulfillment. For example, ask God to 
give you boldness and help you share your faith with others. Talk about 
an adrenaline rush! Ask God to help you minister to homeless people or 
your church’s junior high youth group. Now there are two challenges! 
In  these and countless other ministry areas you will find great 
excitement and fulfillment. 
 
Getting back to the disciples,,, When the disciples returned from being 
sent out, they were filled with joy. Why? Because they had seen God do 
great things in and through them. People had been saved. Others had 
been healed. They experienced: 
 

 the joy of seeing God’s power at work 

 the joy of meeting people and seeing changed lives 

 the joy of serving the Master 

 the joy of being part of something bigger than themselves 

 the joy of doing something that had eternal value 
 
Why does outreach ministry and other ministry bring joy?  One reason 
is because ministry stretches our faith. When we allow ourselves to be 
stretched beyond our comfort zones we must rely on God to work 
through us and to sustain us. That is living by faith, and what joy it 
brings! 
 
The second lesson the disciples learned was: 



3 
Copyright 2000 Chris R. Losey 

 

 

Faithful ministry unleashes God’s power 
Not only does faithful ministry bring joy, it unleashes God’s power. Luke 
10:17-19 states,  
 

17 And the seventy returned with joy, saying, "Lord, even the 
demons are subject to us in Your name."  18 And He said to them, 
"I was watching Satan fall from heaven like lightning. 19  Behold, I 
have given you authority to tread upon serpents and scorpions, 
and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall injure you.   

 
When people step out in faith, Jesus is right there ready to unleash His 
power. In the apostle’s case, even the demons were subject to them as 
they ministered in Jesus’ name.  Jesus reaffirmed what the apostles had 
done by saying that He “was watching Satan fall from heaven like 
lightning.”  What a great and powerful thing the apostles had done by 
obeying Jesus’ instructions to be sent out to minister. 
 
Faith can be exercised in many ways but one of the prime ways is 
service. Philippians 4:13 says that we can do all things through Christ 
who strengthens us. This includes the strength to serve Him. And we 
need to remember that without faith it is impossible to please God 
(Hebrews 11:6). When God is in the middle of ministry, great things can 
and often do happen. That is precisely what happened with the 
apostles. When they ministered, even the demons were subject to 
them. 
 
A third lesson the apostles learned was that” 
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The greatest joy of all comes from being saved – v20 
As Jesus was commending the disciples on their ministry He added in 
verse 20, "Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are 
subject to you, but rejoice that your names are recorded in heaven."   
 
A person who ministers for the Lord may have all sorts of positive 
results. He should rejoice in and be happy about each one, but he must 
first and foremost rejoice that his name is recorded in heaven in the 
Lambs book of Life. Why? Because after his brief stay on earth, 
believers will have the great privilege of spending eternity with God in 
heaven. There is no greater joy than this! 
 
A fourth lesson from ministry is: 
 

Faithful ministry causes the Lord to rejoice- v21-22 
After commending the disciples on a job well done, Jesus begins 
praising and rejoicing in His father in heaven. Luke 10:21-22 states, 
 

21 At that very time He rejoiced greatly in the Holy Spirit, and said, 
"I praise Thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that Thou didst 
hide these things from the wise and intelligent and didst reveal 
them to babes. Yes, Father, for thus it was well-pleasing in Thy 
sight.  22 All things have been handed over to Me by My Father, 
and no one knows who the Son is except the Father, and who the 
Father is except the Son, and anyone to whom the Son wills to 
reveal Him.”    

 
It is incredible to think that our actions can affect Jesus, but they can. 
Do you want to be instrumental in making Jesus break into praise? Then 
obey His call to reach out and minister to others. 
 
A fifth lesson from ministry is: 
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Ministry is an incredible privilege – 23-24  
In Luke 10:23-24 Jesus tells His disciples that they are blessed to be able 
to hear and see God’s Messiah and the amazing ministry He ushered 
into the world. We too, get to experience Christ’s power working in and 
through us. Luke 10:23-24 states, 
 

23  And turning to the disciples, He said privately, "Blessed are the 
eyes which see the things you see,  24  for I say to you, that many 
prophets and kings wished to see the things which you see, and 
did not see them, and to hear the things which you hear, and did 
not hear them.  

 
Through history people have longed to see Christ’s day and the things 
that He ushered in. We, like the disciples, have the amazing privilege of 
seeing these things. Do you and I truly grasp the incredible privilege we 
have to be ministers with Christ? Ministry is not drudgery, it is an 
amazing privilege! We must never forget this fact!  
 

Conclusion 
We need to take advantage of the incredible privilege and opportunity 
we have to minister for Christ. 
 
Are you lacking joy in your life?  Perhaps it is because you are not doing 

what God designed you to do.  If you are not reaching out, you are like 

a duck that has never been in water... Obey God’s call to ministry. It 

will: 

 Bring great joy 

 Unleash God’s power 

 Cause Jesus to praise the Father 
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As we minister we need to remember that our greatest blessing is 

having our name written in heaven. Indeed, Ministry is an awesome 

privilege! Let’s wholeheartedly give ourselves to it! AMEN 


