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The Amazing Love of God 

 

Luke 15:1-10 
 

INTRO 
Love is an amazing thing. Last weekend most of us celebrated 
Valentine’s Day, a day that is all about love. Hope yours was a good 
one! Mine certainly was! 
 
It is amazing how many movies have “a love story” as the central 
theme: 

- Romeo and Juliet 
- You’ve Got Mail 
- Sense and Sensibility 
- Pride and Prejudice 

 
The same is true of songs, especially some of the older songs: 

- Love Me Tender – by Elvis Presley  
- And I Love Her – by the Beatles 
- If I Fell – by the Beatles 
- Love is a Many Splendored Thing 

 
There are so many things that have been written about love: 

- He who has not loved has not lived… or 
- To know me is to love me… perhaps not all of them are true… 

 
Even the Bible speaks about love and uses three separate words. 

- The Greek word philia from which we get our English word 
Philadelphia, refers to brotherly love which is a friendship type of 
love that people have for each other. 

- The Greek word eros from which we get our English word erotic 
refers to a sensual love that men have for women and vice versa. 
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- And the Greek word agape for which we have no English 
equivalent, speaks of selfless, sacrificial love; the kind of love that 
God has for us. 

 
1 Corinthians 13:4-8 (NASB) describes love. It says,  

  
4 Love is patient, love is kind and is not jealous; love does not brag 
and is not arrogant, 5 does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek 
its own, is not provoked, does not take into account a wrong 
suffered, 6 does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with 
the truth; 7 bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, 
endures all things. 8 Love never fails; but if there are gifts of 
prophecy, they will be done away; if there are tongues, they will 
cease; if there is knowledge, it will be done away.  

 
Today I want to focus on a story from the Bible that illustrates what this 
love of God is really like. We’re going to focus on Luke 15:1-10. As we 
see some of the truths about the love of God, I hope it will warm your 
heart once again.  
 
Let’s now look at several characteristics about God’s love. If you have a 
Bible I invite you to turn to Luke chapter fifteen as we take a close look 
at God’s amazing love! 
 
As the story begins, Jesus is talking with a group of people. He had just 
been in the house of a religious leader of the sect of the Pharisees. Now 
Jesus was back on the streets and teaching everyone who would listen. 
He taught about what it meant to follow Him, and now He was telling 
them all a parable about a lost sheep. Luke 15:1-7 (NASB) states, 
 

1 Now all the tax collectors and the sinners were coming near Him 
to listen to Him. 2 Both the Pharisees and the scribes began to 
grumble, saying, "This man receives sinners and eats with them." 3 
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So He told them this parable, saying, 4 "What man among you, if 
he has a hundred sheep and has lost one of them, does not leave 
the ninety-nine in the open pasture and go after the one which is 
lost until he finds it? 5 "When he has found it, he lays it on his 
shoulders, rejoicing. 6 "And when he comes home, he calls 
together his friends and his neighbors, saying to them, 'Rejoice 
with me, for I have found my sheep which was lost!' 7 "I tell you 
that in the same way, there will be more joy in heaven over one 
sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who 
need no repentance.”  

 
Right from the start of this account we learn something amazing about 
the love of God: 
 
1.  God’s love reaches out to all people 
Luke 15:1 states, “Now all the tax-gatherers and the sinners were 
coming near Him to listen to Him.”   
 
Here, Jesus the Son of God, speaks about the Kingdom of God, and tax-
gatherers and sinners were coming near him to listen to what He had to 
say. The term “tax-gathers” or “publicans” referred to those officials 
who collected tolls on roads and bridges. They received their power 
from the state and obtained their positions by bidding on them. In 
other words tax gathering went to the highest bidder. To recoup their 
“bid price” tax-gatherers would extract as much tax as they could from 
the people. These taxes from roads and bridges didn’t go to the Jewish 
state to help them as a nation, but instead went to the Roman rulers 
who did with it what they pleased. Thus, even though many of the tax-
gatherers were rich Jews, they were collecting money for the hated 
Romans. Fellow Jews thus viewed these fellow-countrymen as national 
traitors and despised them. 
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The term “sinners” referred to irreligious Jews who failed to follow the 
Ten Commandments and lived however they chose, chasing pleasure, 
power, or whatever else they wanted. In essence they lived sinful lives.  
 
Jesus was a Jew and could have carried the same hatred and negative 
attitude towards tax-gathers and irreligious Jews, but He didn’t. Why? 
Because God’s love is for all people, even those whom others despise. 
Luke 19:10 reveals Jesus reason for allowing tax-gathers and sinners to 
gather around Him and to listen to his teaching. In this verse Jesus said 
about Himself, “For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that 
which was lost." He was looking for people who would respond to His 
message of salvation no matter who they were.  
 
God’s love in Christ is the same today. It is for all people. It is for rich 
people, poor people, black people, white people, brown people, yellow 
people, red people, healthy people, and sick people. It is for doctors, 
lawyers, pastors, and politicians. It is for straights and gays, prostitutes 
and drug addicts, and those who have never been addicted to anything. 
Jesus came to share the love of God with everyone who would/will 
listen, no matter who they were/are. If they respond to His love, He 
takes them as they are and helps them become who He created them 
to be. In other words, through the power of the Holy Spirit, He will help 
them live live that brings honor to His name. The point is, God takes us 
as we are, and then works on us to help us become who He designed us 
to be.  
 
This brings us to the second principle regarding God’s amazing love: 
 
2.  It’s breadth is resented by self-righteous people  
Notice that Luke 15:2 states, “And both the Pharisees and the scribes 
began to grumble, saying, ‘This man receives sinners and eats with 
them.’”  They looked at what in their minds was a pathetic scene and 
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said, “Yuck.” Doesn’t Jesus realize that He is hanging out with the 
wrong people? 
 
The Pharisees and scribes (Jewish religious leaders) were appalled that 
Jesus would hang out with tax-gathers and sinners. Perhaps Jesus was 
ignorant of who He was allowing around Him. The truth is, Jesus knew 
exactly who was coming near Him to listen to His message of salvation. 
 
The problem here was not with Jesus who welcomed all people, but 
with the Pharisees and scribes who were self-righteous and looked 
down their prideful noses at others they viewed as sinners. 
 
When it comes to God’s love, we need to realize that God doesn’t play 
favorites. We need to be sure that we don’t simply surround ourselves 
with those whom we like, but realize that we need to be excited that 
God’s love extends to all people, and look at them the way He does; as 
His special creation.  
 
When some people view a homeless person, they go “Yuck! We don’t 
want someone like that in our church.” But God does. He sees every 
human as precious and valuable in His eyes and He wants us to see 
them the same way. 
 
It’s not until we see the perfection of God and our own sinfulness that 
we will realize that God has gone way out of His way to reach out to the 
likes of us! We may have more money than some, or a nicer house, or a 
better education, but God loves everyone equally, and we need to be 
sure that we do, too! We need to be sure we don’t resent the breadth 
of God’s love and become like the Pharisees and scribes.  
 
The next thing we learn from this passage about God’s love is that: 
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3.  It has a singular focus 
Notice what happens next in the passage in Luke 15:3,4, “And He told 
them this parable, saying, ‘What man among you, if he has a hundred 
sheep and has lost one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the 
open pasture, and go after the one which is lost until he finds it?’”   
 
The obvious answer regarding the parable is that no shepherd would 
forget the one sheep that is lost, because each sheep is important. A 
shepherd would leave the ninety-nine sheep to search for the one. The 
point is, just as a single sheep is important to a shepherd, so each and 
every person is important to God. In other words, God’s love has a 
singular focus and that is to offer salvation to each person who is lost 
and will listen.  
 
Often in our own lives we have a singular focus on business or personal 
success, but God wants us to realize the importance of people. Every 
person is important to God and should be important to us. One reason 
your friend invited you to Friend Day is because he or she cares about 
your friendship and wants you to hear about the love God has for you. 
We all need to be sure that we are also focused on what warms the 
heart of God, and that is people coming to know about the salvation He 
offers in Christ. 
 
4.  It is persistent 
Next, notice the persistence of God’s love seen at the end of verse four, 
"What man among you, if he has a hundred sheep and has lost one of 
them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the open pasture, and go after 
the one which is lost until he finds it?”   
 
Just like the shepherd who continues to search for the lost sheep until 
it is found, so, too, God doesn’t give up on people. He keeps 
encouraging them through the countless blessings of everyday life and 
through their Christian friends, hoping that they will respond to His 
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love. He is like the hound of heaven. 2 Peter 3:9 says it this way, “The 
Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is 
patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to 
repentance.” 
 
You’ve got to admire the persistence of God’s love. I imagine there are 
many Christians here who felt the persistent love of God through family 
members or friends who kept inviting them to church or who kept 
encouraging them to consider become Christians. Personally, there are 
family and friends I have prayed for a long time before they came to 
Christ, and there are those for whom I continue to pray. 
 
Some non-Christians resent the persistence of God’s love that shows 
itself through friends who try to share the good news of Christ with 
them, but they should be thankful for it. God’s persistence is motivated 
by His great love for humans. They are His finest creation in all the 
created universe. Nowhere is the love of God shared more clearly than 
in John 3:16 which states, “For God so loved the world, that He gave His 
only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but 
have eternal life.”    
  
5.  It is supportive 
Not only is God’s love persistent in reaching out to lost people, but it is 
very supportive when they finally respond. Listen to Luke 15:5 which 
again speaks of the shepherd who searches for the lost sheep,  "And 
when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing.” When a 
shepherd finds a lost sheep, sometimes he finds it in a tough situation. 
Sometimes the shepherd has to put the sheep on his shoulders and 
carry it back to the flock. In the same way, when God reaches out to 
lost people sometimes those people respond to Him from a situation of 
desperation and need God to carry them out of their trouble. He 
delights in doing that, and does it with joy! 
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When lost folks come to Christ, we need to be sure that we carry out 
the supportive nature of God’s love. We need to support them and help 
them grow in their faith. We need to reach out to them with phone 
calls and encouragement and help them stay free of previous 
addictions or harmful patterns of life. Often, God uses us to be His 
hands and shoulders in showing support to others. 
 
But God’s love is not just supportive, it is joyous, in other words it is 
cause for great joy! 
 
6.  It is joyous 
Notice the joyous nature of God’s love as illustrated by what the 
shepherd does when the lost sheep is found. Luke 15:6,7 states, "And 
when he comes home, he calls together his friends and his neighbors, 
saying to them, 'Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep which was 
lost!' I tell you that in the same way, there will be {more} joy in heaven 
over one sinner who repents, than over ninety-nine righteous persons 
who need no repentance.” 
 
There is perhaps no greater joy in heaven than when word comes that 
another lost person on earth has responded to the love of God and 
come home. Although we who are here on this earth don’t hear it, I 
imagine those who have died and gone to heaven wish they could 
return and tell us just how excited the angels get in heaven when one 
lost soul comes to Christ. With all of those coming to Christ around the 
world on a regular basis, I imagine the celebration in heaven is great. It 
is also interesting to note that we can affect what goes on in heaven as 
we share the good news of Christ with others and see them respond. 
   
In case the people didn’t get His point, Jesus tells another similar story 
about lost coins. The points are the same. Listen to Luke 15:8-10. 
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"Or what woman, if she has ten silver coins and loses one coin, 
does not light a lamp and sweep the house and search carefully 
until she finds it? And when she has found it, she calls together her 
friends and neighbors, saying, 'Rejoice with me, for I have found 
the coin which I had lost!'  In the same way, I tell you, there is joy 
in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents." 

 
Let’s do a quick review. God’s love is: 

- God’s love reaches out to all people 
- It’s breadth is resented by self-righteous people 
- It has a singular focus – each person’s salvation 
- It is persistent – it keeps searching for those who are lost 
- It is supportive – it supports those who respond  
- It is joyous – it causes great joy in heaven 

 
Conclusion 
This winter I decided to put out a bird feeder with wild bird seed to 
provide for birds in the area where I live. It is a relatively large bird 
feeder made up plastic tubes filled with seed so it is easy to see when it 
is getting low on food. It has been a joy to see the variety of birds that 
come to feed. Little birds, bigger birds, blue jays, chickadees, toweys, 
flickers… just to name a few. Some like to sit on the bird feeder, while 
some forage on the ground below the feeder. Just yesterday I reloaded 
the three plastic cylinders with seed. As I filled them, I could hear many 
birds in the trees chirping as if to say, what’s going on down there. 
When I finished filling the feeder I went inside and waited. At first no 
birds came. They were still fearful of who I was and what I had done. 
The bird feeder also was different. It was again full of seeds. Slowly one 
small bird came closer to investigate. He was very cautious but when 
seemingly convinced that the coast was clear, he flew down to the 
feeder and began to eat. If somehow I could have communicated to 
that and other birds that my intention was not to harm them but to 
provide for them, they all could have come without fear. 
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I suggest to you that God’s provision for us is similar. He wants to bless 
and provide for us in so many ways, but we are fearful and sometimes 
wonder about His motives. I assure you that His motives are pure and 
good. He communicated them to us, by becoming one of us. He 
became the God-man, Jesus, so that we would understand that His 
intentions for us are only good.  John 3:16-17 states,   

 
16 "For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten 
Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have 
eternal life. 17 "For God did not send the Son into the world to 
judge the world, but that the world might be saved through Him.  

 
Have you ever responded to God’s amazing love? If you have, you know 
just how awesome it is. If you haven’t, you can respond today like the 
lost sheep in the parable. It will cause great rejoicing in heaven, and 
you will discover for yourself that God loves you and desires to bless 
you in every way. If you want to respond to God’s love I’m going to lead 
you in a prayer that you can pray in the quietness of your heart. It goes 
like this: 
 
Lord,  
Thank You that Your love reaches out to all people. 
Thank You that Your love is persistent. 
Thank You for dying for me on the cross. 
Thank You for rising from the dead to prove You are God. 
I place my faith in You today. 
Come into my heart to be my Lord and Savior. 
Make me the person You want me to be. 
I give myself to You. 
In Jesus name, AMEN 


