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Advancing the Kingdom 
 

Joshua 1:1-11 
 
 
Introduction 
Every Christian wants to see God’s kingdom advanced. God wanted 
Joshua to advance the kingdom by taking the Promised Land.  He was 
going to fight a physical enemy for a physical prize, the land.  God has 
called us to fight a spiritual enemy for a spiritual prize, the souls of 
men. 
 

Key Principles 
 
1. Build on the past  - vv1,2 
1  Now it came about after the death of Moses the servant of the LORD 
that the LORD spoke to Joshua the son of Nun, Moses' servant, saying,  2  
"Moses My servant is dead... 
 
- Moses had done a great job 
 - told Pharaoh to let God’s people go 
 - kept addressing Pharaoh throughout the ten plagues 
 - led the people out of Egypt 
 - led the people through the Red Sea 
 - led the people through the wilderness 
 - prayed for the people when they grumbled and saved many 
from God’s wrath 
 - received the Ten Commandments on Mount Sinai 
 - God did many, many mighty things through Moses 
 
It would be easy to live in the past by talking about the great things God 
did in the past - remember those plagues, God sure did wonderful 
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things… God wants us to remember the past and build on it, but not 
live in it. The question that churches and individuals need to ask is, “Are 
we living in the past, or are we building on it? Do we say, “Remember 
when all those people got baptized several months ago?”, or do we say, 
“Who do we need to be encouraging this month to get baptized?” Do 
we say, “Remember what God did on outreach Saturday last year?”, or 
do we say, “How can we get more people to get involved this month?” 
 
Here is a way to understand what God desires. Don’t just focus on the 
past and rest on past accomplishments. Don’t just look to the future 
without remembering the past.Instead remember the past, rejoice in it, 
but keep your main focus and emphasis looking forward. 
 
If you were asked to give a testimony about what is doing in your life, 
would you have to talk about what He did last year, or could you talk 
about what He is doing right now? 
  
This brings us to the second key principle from this passage 
 
2.  Go on the offense - vv2-4 
2  "Moses My servant is dead; now therefore arise, cross this Jordan, you 
and all this people, to the land which I am giving to them, to the sons of 
Israel.  3  "Every place on which the sole of your foot treads, I have given 
it to you, just as I spoke to Moses.  4  "From the wilderness and this 
Lebanon, even as far as the great river, the river Euphrates, all the land 
of the Hittites, and as far as the Great Sea toward the setting of the sun, 
will be your territory.   
 
Advancing the kingdom wasn’t a defensive assignment, but an offensive 
one.  They had to take the land by moving into it. Joshua would have to 
enter the land and put himself in danger.  Some people would lose their 
lives for the greater cause of taking the land. 
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In a football game there is offense and defense. To win, a team must 
not only stop their opponent, but they must score points.   
 
If we are going to win the battle for the souls of men we must get out 
of the pew and into the street 
 
Some people see the Christian life as strictly defensive, like defending 
against those who would attack it. But if Christians want to see the 
Christian church grow, they need to go on the offense and share their 
faith. 
 
Ephesians 6:10-20, the classic passage on the spiritual battle, makes it 
clear that Christians need to go on offense as well as have a strong 
defense. 
 

10  Finally, be strong in the Lord, and in the strength of His might.  
11  Put on the full armor of God, that you may be able to stand firm 
against the schemes of the devil. 12  For our struggle is not against 
flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, 
against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual 
{forces} of wickedness in the heavenly {places.}  13  Therefore, take 
up the full armor of God, that you may be able to resist in the evil 
day, and having done everything, to stand firm.14  Stand firm 
therefore, having girded your loins with truth, and having put on 
the breastplate of righteousness,  15  and having shod your feet 
with the preparation of the gospel of peace;  16  in addition to all, 
taking up the shield of faith with which you will be able to 
extinguish all the flaming missiles of the evil {one.}  17  And take 
the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the 
word of God.  18  With all prayer and petition pray at all times in 
the Spirit, and with this in view, be on the alert with all 
perseverance and petition for all the saints,  19  and {pray} on my 
behalf, that utterance may be given to me in the opening of my 
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mouth, to make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel,  
20  for which I am an ambassador in chains; that in {proclaiming} it 
I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak. 

 
3.  Remember that God gives the victory - v5 
5  "No man will {be able to} stand before you all the days of your life. 
Just as I have been with Moses, I will be with you; I will not fail you or 
forsake you.   
 
We get victory because God is with us. 
 
I John 5:4 states, “For whatever is born of God overcomes the world; 
and this is the victory that has overcome the world-- our faith.” 
 
2 Corinthians 2:14 states, “But thanks be to God, who always leads us in 
His triumph in Christ, and manifests through us the sweet aroma of the 
knowledge of Him in every place.” 
 
We are overcomers. In God we can be victorious! 
 
4.  Be strong and very courageous - vv6-9 
6  "Be strong and courageous, for you shall give this people possession 
of the land which I swore to their fathers to give them.  7  "Only be 
strong and very courageous; be careful to do according to all the law 
which Moses My servant commanded you; do not turn from it to the 
right or to the left, so that you may have success wherever you go.  8  
"This book of the law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall 
meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do 
according to all that is written in it; for then you will make your way 
prosperous, and then you will have success.  9  "Have I not commanded 
you? Be strong and courageous! Do not tremble or be dismayed, for the 
LORD your God is with you wherever you go."   
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5.  Encourage others to advance - vv10,11 
10  Then Joshua commanded the officers of the people, saying,  11  
"Pass through the midst of the camp and command the people, saying, 
'Prepare provisions for yourselves, for within three days you are to cross 
this Jordan, to go in to possess the land which the LORD your God is 
giving you, to possess it.'"   
 
In order to have victory it was important for all the people to advance, 
that’s why as we are advancing we must encourage others to join us. 
 
Conclusion 
We need to remember the following if we want to make a difference 
for Christ in this world. 
 

1. Build on the past, don’t live in it 
2. Go on the offensive 
3. Remember that God gives the victory 
4. Be strong and very courageous 
5. Encourage others to advance 

 
If we do all these things, God will give us the victory! How are you 
doing? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


