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Anger or Compassion 
 

Jonah 4:1-11 
 

By Chris Losey 
 
Jonah 4:1-11 states,   
 
1 But it greatly displeased Jonah, and he became angry. 2 And he 
prayed to the Lord and said, "Please Lord, was not this what I said 
while I was still in my own country? Therefore, in order to 
forestall this I fled to Tarshish, for I knew that Thou art a gracious 
and compassionate God, slow to anger and abundant in 
lovingkindness, and one who relents concerning calamity. 3 
"Therefore now, O Lord, please take my life from me, for death is 
better to me than life." 4 And the Lord said, "Do you have good 
reason to be angry?" 5 Then Jonah went out from the city and sat 
east of it. There he made a shelter for himself and sat under it in 
the shade until he could see what would happen in the city. 6 So 
the Lord God appointed a plant and it grew up over Jonah to be a 
shade over his head to deliver him from his discomfort. And Jonah 
was extremely happy about the plant. 7 But God appointed a 
worm when dawn came the next day, and it attacked the plant 
and it withered. 8 And it came about when the sun came up that 
God appointed a scorching east wind, and the sun beat down on 
Jonah's head so that he became faint and begged with all his soul 
to die, saying, "Death is better to me than life." 9 Then God said to 
Jonah, "Do you have good reason to be angry about the plant?" 
And he said, "I have good reason to be angry, even to death." 10 
Then the Lord said, "You had compassion on the plant for which 
you did not work, and which you did not cause to grow, which 
came up overnight and perished overnight. 11 "And should I not 
have compassion on Nineveh, the great city in which there are 
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more than 120,000 persons who do not know the difference 
between their right and left hand, as well as many animals?"  
 
Introduction  
What are some of the things that make you angry? 
 

- getting cut off on the freeway 
- when your child disobeys your clearn directive 
- hitting your thumb with a hammer accidentally 
- a coworker lying to you….. 
 

In Jonah’s case, what made him angry was non-believers 
repenting of their sin and turning to God. Wow! How wrong is 
that! Jonah should have been happy about Nineveh’s repentance 
but instead he was angry. The reason he was angry was because 
he throught the Ninevites  thought should have received 
judgment,  There is no doubt that they deserved judgment,  but 
God chose to be merciful because they repented. 
 
Jonah’s Inappropriate Anger vv 1-3 
Jonah 4: 1-3 says,  
 

1 But it greatly displeased Jonah, and he became angry. 2 And 
he prayed to the Lord and said, "Please Lord, was not this what 
I said while I was still in my own country? Therefore, in order to 
forestall this I fled to Tarshish, for I knew that Thou art a 
gracious and compassionate God, slow to anger and abundant 
in lovingkindness, and one who relents concerning calamity. 3 
"Therefore now, O Lord, please take my life from me, for death 
is better to me than life." 

 
Aren’t we, like Johan,  often angry at the wrong things? We want 
salvation for ourselves, but often not for our enemies. 
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Let’s see what the Bible teaches about anger. Ephesians 4:26-27 
states, “Be angry, and yet do not sin; do not let the sun go down 
on your anger,  and do not give the devil an opportunity.”  These 
verses say that It’s OK to be angry. God gets angry. But we need to 
be sure that we get angry about the right things, and we must not 
let our anger lead us into sin. Jonah’s anger led him into sin. God 
was giving mercy to the Ninevites, but Jonah wanted wanted God 
to judge them because they were Israel’s enemy. God knew their 
heart, Jonah only knew their past. 
 
Regarding anger James 1:19-20 states, “This you know, my 
beloved brethren. But let everyone be quick to hear, slow to 
speak and slow to anger; for the anger of man does not achieve 
the righteousness of God.”  
 
QUOTE – Someone said it is wise to remember that anger is just 
one letter short of danger. 
 
God’s Amazing Mercy – vv 4-6 
Jonah 4:4-6 staes,  
 

“4 And the Lord said, "Do you have good reason to be angry?" 5 
Then Jonah went out from the city and sat east of it. There he 
made a shelter for himself and sat under it in the shade until he 
could see what would happen in the city. 6 So the Lord God 
appointed a plant and it grew up over Jonah to be a shade over 
his head to deliver him from his discomfort. And Jonah was 
extremely happy about the plant. 

 
God could have read Jonah the riot act… you are a prophet, you 
should know better. Instead, God asked Jonah a question. Notice 
that Jonah didn’t answer God… not getting an answer from 
someone especially when you are in a position of authority can 
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really make a person angry. Notice that Jonah walked away from 
God… he left the city. Notice that God appointed a plant to give 
shade to Jonah.  God was trying to save the Ninevites from the 
fires of hell. He tries to bring people eternal comfort. God was 
trying to show Jonah through temporal comfort, what He was 
trying to do for the Ninevites. 
 
God’s Gentle Discipline – vv 7-9 
Jonah 4:7-9 States,  
 

“7 But God appointed a worm when dawn came the next 
day, and it attacked the plant and it withered. 8 And it came 
about when the sun came up that God appointed a scorching 
east wind, and the sun beat down on Jonah's head so that he 
became faint and begged with all his soul to die, saying, 
"Death is better to me than life." 9 Then God said to Jonah, 
"Do you have good reason to be angry about the plant?" And 
he said, "I have good reason to be angry, even to death." 

 
At this point Jonah himself deserved some harsh discipline. God 
appointed a worm to destroy the plant. God also appointed a 
wind a sirocco (east wind). During the period of a sirocco the 
temperature rises steeply, sometimes even climbing during the 
night, and it remains high, about 16-22 degrees above average. At 
times every scrap of moisture seems to have been extracted from 
the air, so that one has the curious feeling that one’s skin has 
been drawn much tighter than usual. On days when a sirocco 
blows, people tend to be more irritable. Certainly Jonah was! If 
Jonah wanted shelter, the only place to find it was back in 
Nineveh, but he said that he would rather die. 
 
God appointed a fish, a plant, a worm, and a wind. God can use 
big things in His creation or little things to do His will. 
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Rather than receive God’s discipline, Jonah just wanted to die. 
When a person who knows better, steps out of God’s will, his life 
can become quite unpleasant. 
 
But notice how God again asks a question, “Do you have good 
reason to be angry about the plant?” God did not crush Jonah, but 
squeezed him gently. It reminds me of the time when I was at a 
retreat and the speaker gave each of us a paper cup and asked us 
to use the cup to illustrate what we wanted God to do in and 
through us… I wanted Him to not crush me when I sinned, but to 
squeeze me gently to get me back on track. 
 
God’s Infinite Wisdom and Compassion – vv 10,11 
Jonah 4:10,11 states,  
 

10 Then the Lord said, "You had compassion on the plant for 
which you did not work, and which you did not cause to 
grow, which came up overnight and perished overnight. 11 
"And should I not have compassion on Nineveh, the great 
city in which there are more than 120,000 persons who do 
not know the difference between their right and left hand, as 
well as many animals?"  

 
Jonah had compassion on a soulless plant which he did not plant 
or cause to grow, but he couldn’t find it in his heart to have 
compassion on people, God’s finest creation who repented. God 
pointed out that there were 120,000 people who didn’t know 
their right hand from their left. 
 
Often we can be like that. We can put more value on things than 
people… 
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What was the answer to God’s question? The answer was yes, 
“He should have compassion on those who repent. He should give 
them a second chance.” 
 
Do we do that? 
 
Conclusion 
Is your life marked more by anger or compassion. Bitterness or 
love. God wants compassion to permeate our lives!  
 
The God of Second Chances   
                (based on the Old Testament book of Jonah)  
 
God’s Word went forth to Jonah, the prophet to be sent 
To go to sinful Nineveh and tell them to repent. 
But rather than heed God’s holy call, Jonah headed west 
He paid a fare, and caught a ship and went below to rest. 
But soon God sent a violent storm, the ship was nigh to sink 
The sailors learned of Jonah’s sin, and threw him in the drink 
As Jonah sank beneath the waves an appointed fish was sent 
To swallow him, he cried to God, deciding to repent. 
 
Vomited, the great fish did, and Jonah came out fast 
Firm on dry land once again, he’d serve the Lord at last. 
Off to sinful Nineveh the prophet headed east 
To share God’s proclamation with those he liked the least 
His first day in the city with judgment on his tongue 
Jonah spoke, the people heard, repentance soon begun. 
With sackcloth, and with ashes, the king sent a decree 
The people were to fast and pray with great humility. 
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And God looked down upon the scene, the peoples’ hearts were changed 

He relented of the judgments that He had prearranged. 
There should have been rejoicing deep in Jonah’s soul 
Instead the prophet’s anger burned as hatred took its toll. 
He prayed to God and voiced his thoughts, he questioned mercy’s path                                 
Why would God be kind to them when they deserved His wrath? 
So Jonah said, “Lord, kill me.” his pity party started 
For now the prophet had become troubled and hard-hearted 
 
God proposed a question He wanted clarified, 
“Was the prophet’s anger truly justified?” 
Ignoring God’s one question, Jonah left the town, 
Built himself a shelter, and in the shade sat down. 
To teach Jonah a lesson, God made a plant to grow 
To offer even more shade, the prophet loved it so. 
But then God sent a worm, the shady plant did die 
The hot wind blew, his comfort gone “Kill me!” Jonah cried. 
 
Again God asked a question, this time about the plant, 
“Was there good reason for Jonah to rave and rant?” 
Jonah had compassion on soulless vegetation 
But found no mercy in his heart for men, God’s great creation.  
Should God not have compassion when people turn to Him 
And show by humble actions they’ve turned away from sin? 
Yes, God should show compassion and so should each of us 
God gives “Second Chances,” be thankful that He does! 
 
by Chris Losey



8 
Copyright 2005 CR Losey – Jonah 4.1-11 – Anger or Compassion 

 


