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God of the Second Chance 
 

Jonah 3:1-10 

 
Jonah 3:1-10  
1 Now the word of the Lord came to Jonah the second time, 
saying, 2 "Arise, go to Nineveh the great city and proclaim to it the 
proclamation which I am going to tell you." 3 So Jonah arose and 
went to Nineveh according to the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh 
was an exceedingly great city, a three days' walk. 4 Then Jonah 
began to go through the city one day's walk; and he cried out and 
said, "Yet forty days and Nineveh will be overthrown." 5 Then the 
people of Nineveh believed in God; and they called a fast and put 
on sackcloth from the greatest to the least of them. 6 When the 
word reached the king of Nineveh, he arose from his throne, laid 
aside his robe from him, covered himself with sackcloth, and sat 
on the ashes. 7 And he issued a proclamation and it said, "In 
Nineveh by the decree of the king and his nobles: Do not let man, 
beast, herd, or flock taste a thing. Do not let them eat or drink 
water. 8 "But both man and beast must be covered with sackcloth; 
and let men call on God earnestly that each may turn from his 
wicked way and from the violence which is in his hands. 9 "Who 
knows, God may turn and relent, and withdraw His burning anger 
so that we shall not perish?"  10 When God saw their deeds, that 
they turned from their wicked way, then God relented concerning 
the calamity which He had declared He would bring upon them. 
And He did not do it.  
 
Introduction 
Many of us would like a second chance at certain things in our 
lives – a second chance on a failed test at school, a blown 
interview for employment, a careless word we said that hurt 
someone, or a broken relationship. Many of the choices we have 
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made in our lives have been good, but some choices have brought 
us trouble.  Perhaps some of us wish there was a play in a sports 
event that we could do over. Perhaps a bad pass in a football 
game, or a dropped pass cost our team the victory. Some people 
wish they could have another chance to make things right with a 
loved one who has now died. Some people wish they could have a 
second chance at life in general. Some folks have made so many 
bad choices, that they feel their life is a total mess. 
 
There is some good news, and it’s not that I saved a lot of money 
on car insurance by switching to Geico. Instead it is that God is a 
God of second chances? As long as we are alive, He is willing to 
help us start fresh everyday with Him. When we choose to turn to 
Him, He can take the past choices in our lives and make 
something good out of them. Romans 8:28 states, “And we know 
that God causes all things to work together for good to those who 
love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.” Not 
only does this mean that if we are following God, and seemingly 
bad things happen to us, He can make something good out of 
them, I think it also applies to those who haven’t walked with 
God, but either commit or recommit themselves to Him. He can 
take the broken things from our past and somehow work them to 
good in our lives. Indeed, God is the God of the second chance.  
 
In addition, 1 John 1:9 states, “If we confess our sins, He is faithful 
and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.” In other words, if we bring our sins to God and 
repent, He will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. With a clean slate, we get to start over. 
 
Today we are going to look at a passage of Scripture where God 
gives a second chance. He gives a second chance to a disobedient 
prophet, and He gives a second chance to a sinful city made up of 
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sinful people. Please turn in your Bible to Jonah chapter three as 
we explore the message, “God of the Second Chance.” 
 
You may remember that the Word of the Lord had come to Jonah 
instructing Him to go to the great city of Nineveh and cry against 
it because the sin of its inhabitants was great. Instead of obeying 
God and going to Nineveh, Jonah disobeyed and went to the city 
of Joppa, paid a fare, and boarded a ship bound for Tarshish, the 
opposite direction from Nineveh. Because God wanted Jonah to 
go to Nineveh, He caused a violent storm. The ship on which 
Jonah was fleeing was on the verge of sinking, and in fear, the 
sailors jettisoned the cargo in order to save the vessel. Through a 
series of circumstances the sailors learned that Jonah was the 
cause of the storm. Jonah instructed them to throw him 
overboard in order to stop the storm. Reluctantly, they finally did. 
As the storm subsided, Jonah found himself floating alone in the 
open ocean. As he desperately tried to stay afloat, he eventually 
lost his struggle and sank into the deep. At that moment, he was 
swallowed by a great fish that God had sent. Inside the fish, Jonah 
cried out to God, repented of his sin, and told God he would do 
whatever God wanted him to do. God heard Jonah’s prayer and 
the fish in which Jonah had been riding vomited him onto dry 
land. It is at this point that Jonah chapter three begins, as God 
gives Jonah a second chance to do what God said. 
 
As we explore Jonah chapter three we will look closely at seven 
important principles that illustrate how God is the God of the 
second chance. 
 
1. God calls us to be His mouthpieces 
Jonah 3:1,2 states, “1 Now the word of the Lord came to Jonah the 
second time, saying, 2 ‘Arise, go to Nineveh the great city and 
proclaim to it the proclamation which I am going to tell you.’" 
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God’s chosen method to take His message to people, is other 
people. We are the ones He uses to offer people a second chance. 
God used His prophets in the Old Testament to take His Word to 
the Jews. He called on Prophets like Jonah to take His Word to the 
people of Nineveh and tell them to repent. In the New Testament, 
when God decided to send His Word to the gentiles, He sent the 
apostle Paul. Before Jesus left the scene He commissioned His 
disciples to take the news of salvation to the ends of the earth. 
This great commission found in Matthew 28:18-20 applies to all 
who call themselves Christians. We are to go into all the world 
and make disciples of every nation, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that 
God commanded. Part of making disciples is winning people to 
Christ.  
 
Initially when God told Jonah to go to Nineveh, Jonah refused. 
However, Jonah’s ride inside the fish, changed his attitude and he 
was now ready to be God’s mouthpiece. He obeyed God and 
made the five hundred-plus mile trip to Nineveh to deliver God’s 
message. 
 
Today, we don’t have to wait for a voice from God to tell us to 
share with others. God’s instructions for us are already there in 
the Bible. Jesus told His disciples in Acts 1:8, “but you shall receive 
power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be 
My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and 
even to the remotest part of the earth.”  Every believer now has 
the Holy Spirit, and Jesus’ instructions are as valid for us today as 
they were for the disciples some 2000 years ago. We thus need to 
pray every day, “Lord, I know You want me to share, please open 
doors of opportunity for me.” This should be a daily prayer in the 
life of the Christian. Is it for you? I so appreciate the apostle Paul 
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who asked people to pray essentially this same prayer for him. In 
Col. 4:2-4 Paul instructed the Colossians,  
 

2“Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with an 
attitude of thanksgiving; 3 praying at the same time for us as 
well, that God may open up to us a door for the word, so 
that we may speak forth the mystery of Christ, for which I 
have also been imprisoned; 4 in order that I may make it 
clear in the way I ought to speak.”    

 
Would you be willing to pray right now regarding God’s desire to 
use you to reach the lost? If so, here’s a simple prayer you can 
pray today and every day. 
 

Dear Lord. Thank You for allowing me to be part of Your plan 
to reach the world with the gospel of Christ. I ask that You 
would help me have a willing attitude. I ask You to open 
doors of opportunity each day, and to help me walk through 
those doors by opening my mouth and sharing about You. 
Help me, God. In Jesus name. AMEN 

  
2. God loves the lost and keeps reaching out to them hoping 
they will repent 
Jonah 3:2 statesk, "Arise, go to Nineveh the great city and 
proclaim to it the proclamation which I am going to tell you." 
 
The reason God asked Jonah to go to Nineveh a first and second 
time is because God loves the lost and keeps reaching out to them 
hoping they will repent. He often not only offers a second chance, 
but a third and fourth as well. God’s great love for and patience 
with people is based on the fact that people are God’s finest 
creation. They are the only creatures created in His image. People 
are of supreme importance to God and He wants to see them 
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come to Him and receive the blessings He has for them. God loves 
even the greatest sinner. And believe me, the Ninevites were 
huge sinners. Their culture was one of cruelty and violence. They 
maintained a large army by simply turning the army loose to 
pillage and plunder neighboring countries. The army laid siege to 
cities and brutally tortured their captives so that other cities 
would live in terror, and surrender without a fight. The Ninevites 
who were part of the Assyrian Empire were ruthless, violent 
people who deserved God’s judgment. But rather than instantly 
judging them, God wanted to see them saved.  In the Old 
Testament the compassionate heart of God is clearly revealed. 
Speaking on behalf of God, the prophet Ezekiel 18:32 states, “‘For 
I have no pleasure in the death of anyone who dies,’ declares the 
Lord God. ‘Therefore, repent and live.’ (Ez 18:32)”  Again, speaking 
for God, the prophet Ezekiel reveals, “Say to them, ‘As I live!’ 
declares the Lord God, ‘I take no pleasure in the death of the 
wicked, but rather that the wicked turn from his way and live. Turn 
back, turn back from your evil ways!’…”  (Ezekiel 33:11).   
 
In the New Testament, Peter confirms the Old Testament teaching 
about God’s compassion when he states, “The Lord is not slow 
about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward 
you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to 
repentance”(2 Peter 3:9). 
 
The question becomes, “Do we really understand how much God 
loves the lost, and are we willing to have that same motivation in 
reaching out to them to offer a first, second or third chance. 
Regarding the gospel, it has been said that most people need to 
hear the gospel message multiple times before they are ready to 
respond to it in a positive manner. We must lovingly, yet 
persistently keep after them much like God does. It has been said 
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that God is the hound of heaven who pursues the lost trying to 
bring them into His fold. 
 
Although God is a God of love, He is also a God of justice. If people 
continue to reject God’s wooing and die in their sin, they will be 
eternally separated from Him. That’s is another reason why God 
wants us to reach people now. We don’t know how long they will 
be around. 2 Cor. 6:2 states “…now is ‘the acceptable time,’ 
behold, now is ‘the DAY OF SALVATION.’”  
 

The following incident is vouched for by a Church of England 
clergyman who knew all the circumstances. 

A young woman, who had been brought up in a Christian 
home and who had often had very serious convictions in 
regard to the importance of coming to Christ, chose instead to 
take the way of the world. Much against the wishes of her 
godly mother, she insisted on keeping company with a wild, 
hilarious crowd, that lived only for the passing moment and 
tried to forget the things of eternity. Again and again she was 
pleaded with to turn to Christ, but she persistently refused to 
heed the admonitions addressed to her. 

Finally, she was taken with a very serious illness. All that 
medical science could do for her was done in order to bring 
about her recovery, but it soon became evident that the case 
was hopeless and death was staring her in the face. Still she 
was hard and obdurate when urged to turn to God in 
repentance and take the lost sinner's place and trust the lost 
sinner's Saviour. 

One night she awoke suddenly out of a sound sleep, a 
frightened look in her eyes, and asked excitedly, "Mother, 
what is Ezekiel 7:8,9?" 
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Her mother said, "What do you mean, my dear?" 

She replied that she had had a most vivid dream. She thought 
there was a Presence in the room, who very solemnly said to 
her, "Read Ezekiel 7:8,9." Not recalling the verses in question, 
the mother reached for a Bible. As she opened it, her heart 
sank as she saw the words, but she read them aloud to the 
dying girl: 

"Now I will shortly pour out my fury upon thee, and 
accomplish mine anger upon thee: and I will judge thee 
according to thy ways, and will recompense thee for all thine 
abominations. And mine eye shall not spare, neither will I have 
pity: I will recompense thee according to thy ways and thine 
abominations that are in the midst of thee; and ye shall know 
that I am the Lord that smiteth." 

The poor sufferer, with a look of horror on her face, sank back 
on the pillow, utterly exhausted, and in a few moments she 
was in eternity. Once more it had been demonstrated that 
grace rejected brings judgment at last. 

H.A. Ironside, Illustrations of Bible Truth, Moody Press, 1945, 
pp. 31-32. 

 
Certainly God is constantly reaching out to the lost through 
numerous means – Christian radio, television, books, tracts, 
magazines, retreats, and conferences. But his primary way is still 
one-on-one through people like you and me. He wants us to reach 
out in our spheres of influence to tell friends, family, and co-
workers about salvation in Christ.  
 
3. God will give us the words to say when we witness for Him 
[2] "Arise, go to Nineveh the great city and proclaim to it the 
proclamation which I am going to tell you." 
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Some Christians might might say, “Alright God, I’m willing to be 
used by You to offer people a second chance by telling them 
about Christ, but the truth is, I don’t know exactly what to say. 
The good news is, God will help us. He told Jonah to proclaim to 
the Ninevites the proclamation that He would tell him. God was 
going to give Jonah the correct message to share. His message 
was rather straightforward, “Yet forty days and Nineveh will be 
overthrown.” There may have been more to the message than 
that, but that was the gist of Jonah’s proclamation. It might be 
said that Jonah’s message was short and to the point, “turn or 
burn.” This might not be the message of choice today, but it was 
certainly appropriate and effective in Jonah’s day. 
 
Today God will help us as we share with people on His behalf. He 
will do it through the power of the Holy Spirit who dwells in us. 
Every situation is different. The truth of the gospel won’t change, 
but how we approach people with the gospel, or how we share it 
with them will. It will be based on who they are and the interest 
they show. 1 Peter 3:15 says to Christians, “sanctify Christ as Lord 
in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone 
who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet 
with gentleness and reverence.”  Even though the Holy Spirit will 
help us, we need to be ready to make a defense to everyone who 
asks us about our faith. We thus need to study the plan of 
salvation and related truths until we are comfortable sharing 
them. This may mean reading a book on sharing our faith. It may 
mean becoming very familiar with a particular tract. Whatever we 
share, we are to share gently and with reverence. In other words 
we are not to cram Christ down people’s throats, but instead 
share respectfully.  
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There are any number of approaches we can take with people. 
We can steer conversations toward Christ by asking such 
questions as, “Do you go to church?” “Does your family have a 
particular religious preference?” “Who do you think Jesus is?” 
“What questions do you still have in your heart about God?” 
“How do you think a person gets to heaven?” “Would you be 
interested in reading a book that answered a lot of my questions 
about God and how a person gets to heaven?” “My pastor is 
conducting a survey and asked us to ask people how they think 
people get to heaven.” “Could I share my testimony with you 
about why I became a Christian?”    
 
In the New Testament, Jesus instructed His disciples regarding the 
future and their speaking before those who would persecute 
them. Undoubtedly His disciples were a little uptight about what 
lay ahead of them. Jesus told them,  
 

“12 But before all these things, they will lay their hands on 
you and will persecute you, delivering you to the synagogues 
and prisons, bringing you before kings and governors for My 
name's sake. 13 It will lead to an opportunity for your 
testimony. 14 So make up your minds not to prepare 
beforehand to defend yourselves; 15 for I will give you 
utterance and wisdom which none of your opponents will be 
able to resist or refute.” (Luke 21:12-15). 

 
Sharing the good news of Christ isn’t easy. There are those who 
won’t want to hear. There will be those who will persecute you 
for sharing. But we as Christians still need to share. One thing we 
can remember is, God is the One who draws people to Himself. In 
John 6:44 Jesus said, “No one can come to Me, unless the Father 
who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up on the last day.” If, 
when we reach out to people with the gospel, they resist our 
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advances, we can back off, knowing that God may not be drawing 
them at this time. Other people who show an interest as we talk 
to them, are probably being drawn by God. We need to ask God 
to bring people across our path who He is drawing. 
 
4. What seems impossible for men is possible with God 
Jonah 3:3,4 states,  
 

3 So Jonah arose and went to Nineveh according to the word 
of the Lord. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly great city, a 
three days' walk. 4 Then Jonah began to go through the city 
one day's walk; and he cried out and said, "Yet forty days 
and Nineveh will be overthrown."  

 
When Jonah went to Nineveh to offer people a second chance, he 
may have been thinking, “The city is huge. How on earth am I 
going to share with all these people? Will anyone respond to my 
message in a positive manner, or will they ignore me, or even 
worse will they throw me out or try to hurt me? 
 
If Jonah had these concerns, his concerns were not unfounded. 
Jonah 3:3 states that Nineveh was an exceedingly large city – a 
three days’ walk. This meant that it took approximately three days 
to go around the circumference of the city. Archeology has 
revealed that the city of Nineveh was built along the east bank of 
the Tigris River. Although the inner wall of the city was only a little 
over 8 miles in circumference, the suburbs which included three 
other cities encompassed an area that was twenty miles long and 
ten miles deep. In other words the entire city stretched for twenty 
miles along the Tigris River and extended some ten miles inland 
toward the hills. The circumference of the city was thus about 60 
miles. If a person walked 20 miles a day, he could circle the city in 
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three days. The population of the city at that time according to 
Jonah 4:11 was 120,000.  
 
Jonah’s task may have seemed impossible to him. How could he, a 
single person, probably on foot, in a hostile city, make a 
difference? Would people listen to him, laugh him off, or come 
after him with stones? But the good news for Jonah was that God 
had sent Him, and God’s power would not only go before him, but 
it would work in and through him.  
 
Do you remember in the New Testament when Mary was told by 
the angel that she would give birth to a son. Mary asked the angel 
how this could happen since she was a virgin. In Luke 1:37 the 
angel responded, “For nothing will be impossible with God.”  If 
God wanted a woman to have a son even though she was a virgin, 
He could make it happen. 
 
In Luke 18 Jesus was talking to a rich young ruler encouraging him 
to sell all he had and to come follow Him. The rich young ruler 
was sad and did not follow because he was very wealthy. Jesus 
then said, “25 For it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a 
needle, than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God." 26 And 
they who heard it said, "Then who can be saved?" 27 But He said, 
"The things impossible with men are possible with God (Luke 
18:25-27).” 
 
Not only is God sovereign in the physical realm regarding a virgin 
having a baby, but He is also sovereign in the spiritual realm as far 
as people repenting and coming to Him. Long before God sent 
Jonah to Nineveh it is most likely that God’s Spirit was stirring 
among the people preparing them for the message of the 
prophet. God’s Word through Jonah was not going to return to 
Him void. It was going to accomplish what God intended. Whether 
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Jonah knew it or not, people were going to respond in the 
affirmative. 
 
When we answer God’s call and offer people the opportunity to 
be saved, some will respond to the call, and some will not. Of 
those who respond in the affirmative, some will be the people we 
least expected to come to Christ. Since we don’t who will 
respond, it is simply our responsibility to lovingly tell them the 
gospel story and let the Spirit of God do the rest. 
 
5. God gives people time to repent 
Jonah 3:4 states, “Then Jonah began to go through the city one 
day's walk; and he cried out and said, ‘Yet forty days and Nineveh 
will be overthrown.’" 
 
We don’t know exactly how Jonah decided to go through the city. 
We don’t know if he started in the west and worked his way east. 
We don’t know if he started in the south and worked his way 
north. The text simply states that he began to go through the city 
one day’s walk and as he went he made his proclamation. It is my 
personal belief that since the city was 20 miles wide and 10 miles 
deep that Jonah may have headed straight toward the heart of 
the city with his message. If he kept moving, he could have gotten 
there by the end of the first day.  
 
Notice in Jonah 3:4 how God gave the Ninevites time to repent. 
He didn’t have Jonah walk into town and say, “You have five 
minutes to respond otherwise it’s over.” Jonah didn’t give the 
Ninevites the AWANA 5-count. He said, “Yet forty days and 
Nineveh will be overthrown.” Again, this shows God’s great love 
and patience. 
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When we deal with people we need to realize that they may not 
respond right away. The first time God provides an opening to 
share something spiritual with someone, we may only be able to 
share a “snippet.” A “snippet” is something small. We may only be 
able to share a small amount of spiritual truth, just enough to 
whet a person’s spiritual appetite. If the person wants to talk 
more we can do so, but they may have heard enough for the time 
being and need to chew on it for awhile. The Spirit of God may 
take what we’ve said and begin to work it into their heart. 
Hopefully there will be other places and other times we can finish 
the story.  If we push too hard too soon, we may simply scare 
people away and they will avoid us. Some Christians feel they 
must go for the jugular right away. This simply isn’t true. We need 
to let the Spirit of God lead us, and remember that Peter said we 
are to share with gentleness and reverence.   
 
I was counseling one time with a young couple regarding 
marriage. They were getting married in another location by 
another pastor, but they wanted me to do the pre-marital 
counseling because I was close by. When I first met with them I 
discovered that one of them was a Christian and one was not. I 
told them that if they had asked me to perform their wedding 
ceremony that I could not do it because both were not Christians 
and I, in good conscience, could not unequally join people 
together (2 Cor 6:14). But I did tell them I would do their pre-
marital counseling. My hope was to see the non-Christian come to 
Christ. During the weeks that followed the three of us not only 
covered things regarding marriage, but I gently shared things 
about becoming a Christian. Before our last pre-marital meeting I 
got an e-mail from the young lady (who was the unbeliever) and 
she shared with me that she had come to Christ on her own the 
previous week. She said that she felt Christ speak to her in her 
spirit and say, “Are you ready now?” and she responded, “Yes!” 
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Our final meeting I could sense the new joy in her heart and in the 
heart of her fiancé. She told me that ever since she had made the 
decision to receive Christ, she felt that the material we were going 
through took on a whole new meaning. God had worked in her 
heart and she had finally yielded to Him. If I had read her the 
Christian “riot act” she likely would either terminated the pre-
marital counseling or gotten a bitter spirit toward me. 
 
In the case of Jonah and the Ninevites, the Ninevites responded 
immediately to Jonah’s call to repent. Jonah had only gone 
through the city for one day when “all heaven” broke loose. 
 
6. Repentance is seen through humbling oneself before God 
Jonah 3:4-9 states,  
 

5 Then the people of Nineveh believed in God; and they called 
a fast and put on sackcloth from the greatest to the least of 
them.    6 When the word reached the king of Nineveh, he 
arose from his throne, laid aside his robe from him, covered 
himself with sackcloth, and sat on the ashes. 7 And he issued 
a proclamation and it said, "In Nineveh by the decree of the 
king and his nobles: Do not let man, beast, herd, or flock 
taste a thing. Do not let them eat or drink water. 8 "But both 
man and beast must be covered with sackcloth; and let men 
call on God earnestly that each may turn from his wicked 
way and from the violence which is in his hands. 9 "Who 
knows, God may turn and relent, and withdraw His burning 
anger so that we shall not perish?"   

 
If there was ever a question in Jonah’s mind regarding whether or 
not the Ninevites would repent, this was soon put to rest with a 
resounding “Yes!” Their repentance is clearly seen. It is nothing 
short of remarkable.  
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1) They believed in God – v5 
2) They called fast – v5 
3) They put on sackcloth from the least of them to the greatest 

of them – v5 
4) The king laid aside his robe, covered himself with sackcloth 

and sat on ashes – v6 
5) The king and the nobles issued their own proclamation in 

regard to man and beast – vv7-8 
a. There was a total fast – no eating food or drinking 

water – v7  
b. Men and animals must be covered with sackcloth – v8  
c. Men were to pray earnestly to God – v8 

i. They were to turn from their wicked ways – v8 
ii. They were to turn from the violence of their 

hands – v8 
 
They did all of this hoping that God would relent and withdraw His 
burning anger so they would not perish. 
 
The Ninevites knew the kind of people they were. They knew 
what they had done, not only to Israel, but to many other 
countries. They knew the ruthlessness with which they had 
treated their enemies. Deep in their hearts the Spirit of God 
convicted them that they were ripe for judgment. If ever a culture 
deserved to pay for their sins against humanity, the Ninevites 
were those people. 
 
When we think of people coming to Christ, we tell them they 
need to believe and to receive Christ. Sometimes we share  
John 1:12, “But as many as received Him, to them He gave the 
right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His 
name,” Sometimes we share  Acts 16:31. “And they said, ‘Believe 
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in the Lord Jesus, and you shall be saved, you and your 
household.’" Sometimes we share  Romans 10:9, “If you confess 
with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God 
raised Him from the dead, you shall be saved.” 
 
The Ninevites did much more than simply believe in God. They not 
only believed, they showed their faith by fasting, putting on 
sackcloth and ashes and praying. 
 
Most of us have heard in the Bible about sackcloth and ashes but I 
want to describe it a bit further. Sackcloth was made of black 
goats hair. It was coarse and rough. To put on a garment made of 
sackcloth was on was a sign of mourning, humiliation and/or 
penitence. People did it when they lost someone they loved. In 
Jeremiah 6:26 Jeremiah the prophet told the people of Israel to 
mourn and weep over their own sin because they were in grave 
danger of judgement, “O daughter of my people, put on sackcloth 
and roll in ashes; mourn as for an only son, a lamentation most 
bitter. For suddenly the destroyer will come upon us.” If the 
children if Israel did not repent God would bring judgment. 
 
It is interesting that this is precisely the same predicament that 
the people of Nineveh found themselves in. No one told them to 
put on sackcloth and to sit in ashes, they just did. It was their way 
of saying we are hideous sinners deserving God’s harshest 
judgment. They fasted, they prayed, and they turned from their 
wicked, violent ways. There was real evidence that their faith was 
real. They had linked it with works. In Scripture, James makes the 
connection between faith and works clear. He says,  
 

“18 But someone may well say, ‘You have faith, and I have 
works; show me your faith without the works, and I will 
show you my faith by my works.’ 19 You believe that God is 
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one. You do well; the demons also believe, and shudder. 20 

But are you willing to recognize, you foolish fellow, that faith 
without works is useless?” (James 2:18-20). 

 
The Ninevites showed their faith through their reaction to Jonah’s 
preaching. They humbled themselves before the living God. Even 
more than seeing the Ninevites’ works, God could look into their 
hearts. And what He saw was convincing. 
 
7. Repentance triggers God’s mercy 
Jonah 3:10 states, “When God saw their deeds, that they turned 
from their wicked way, then God relented concerning the calamity 
which He had declared He would bring upon them. And He did not 
do it.” 
 
The repentance of the Ninevites triggered God’s mercy. When He 
saw that they turned from their wicked way, God relented of the 
calamity which He had declared He would bring upon them. Jonah 
called for repentance, the Ninevites repented, and God put their 
judgment on hold. 
 
Repentance is a wonderful thing. It is more than saying you are 
sorry for doing what you’ve done. It is more than feeling bad 
about it. Repentance is doing a one hundred and eighty degree 
turn away from sin and toward God. God knows if we have truly 
repented. In the Ninevites case, they had!  
 
Concluding Comments 
God is the God of the second chance. He longs to pour out mercy 
and grace upon people no matter how sinful they are.  
 
 



19 
Copyright 2005 CRLosey, God of the Second Chance – Jonah 3:1-10, All rights reserved 

JONAH 
 
God’s Word went forth to Jonah 
The prophet to be sent 
To go to sinful Nineveh 
And tell them to repent. 
 
But rather than heed God’s holy call 
Jonah headed west 
He paid a fare, and caught a ship 
And went below to rest. 
 
But soon God sent a violent storm 
The ship was nigh to sink 
The sailors learned of Jonah’s sin 
And threw him in the drink 
 
As Jonah sank beneath the waves 
An appointed fish was sent 
To swallow him, he cried to God 
Deciding to repent. 
 
Vomited, the great fish did 
And Jonah came out fast 
Firm on dry land once again 
He’d serve the Lord at last. 
 
Off to sinful Nineveh 
The prophet headed east 
To share God’s proclamation 
With those he liked the least 
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His first day in the city 
With judgment on his tongue 
Jonah spoke, the people heard 
Repentance soon begun. 
 
With sackcloth, and with ashes 
The king sent a decree 
The people were to fast and pray  
With great humility 
 
And God looked down upon the scene 
The peoples’ hearts were changed 
He relent of the judgments 
That He had prearranged. 
 
There should have been rejoicing 
Deep in Jonah’s soul 
Instead the prophet’s anger burned 
Hatred took its toll. 
 
He prayed to God and voiced his thoughts 
He questioned mercies path 
Why would God be kind to them 
When they deserved His wrath? 
 
So Jonah said, “Lord, kill me.” 
A pity party start 
For it was clear that Jonah had 
A troubled, hardened heart 
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So God confronted Jonah  
With a question to clarify 
Was the anger in Jonah’s heart 
Truly justified. 
 
But rather than give an answer 
Jonah left the town 
And built himself a shelter 
And in the shade sat down. 
 
To teach Jonah a lesson 
God made a plant to grow 
To offer even more shade 
The prophet loved it so. 
 
But then God sent a worm 
The shady plant did die 
The hot wind blew, his comfort gone 
“Kill me!” Jonah cried. 
 
Again the Lord did question 
and ask about the plant 
Was there a good reason 
For Jonah to rave and rant? 
 
Jonah had had compassion 
On a simple soulless plant 
But his mercy for sinful people 
Was little more than scant. 
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Should God not have compassion 
When people believe in Him 
And show by humble actions 
A desire to begin again? 
 
Yes, God should show compassion 
And so should each of us 
God gives Second Chances 
Be thankful that He does! 
 
By Chris Losey 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


