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Answering God’s Call 
 

Jonah 1:1-3 
 
If you are a Christian, God wants you to serve Him. Sometimes as 
we serve God, He may call us to do something difficult. When 
given a difficult task, each of us is faced with a choice – we can 
obey God and answer His call, or we can rebel and go our own 
way. This dilemma is precisely what happened in the book of 
Jonah. I invite you to turn in your Bible to that book as we explore 
“Answering God’s Call.” 
 
Jonah was a prophet of God. He falls into the category of minor 
prophets (Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, 
Habbakuk, Zephania, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi) as opposed to 
major prophets (Isaiah, Jeremiah, Elijah, Elisha, Ezekiel, Daniel). 
But Jonah was a prophet none-the-less.  
 
Jonah is first mentioned in the Bible in 2 Kings 14:25 where it says 
that Jeroboam the king of Israel, “restored the border of Israel 
from the entrance of Hamath as far as the Sea of the Arabah, 
according to the word of the Lord, the God of Israel, which He 
spoke through His servant Jonah the son of Amittai, the prophet, 
who was of Gath-hepher.” From this one verse we learn that 
Jonah was the son of the prophet Amittai, and that his home was 
Gath-hepher which is several miles west of the Sea of Galilee in 
Israel. Jonah had prophesied that the border of Israel would be 
restored. This verse in 2 Kings is the only mention of Jonah until 
the book of Jonah.  
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Jonah lived around 800 BC.  
 
 Let’s now look at the book and consider some important 
principles as we learn more about Answering God’s Call. 
 
1. God sometimes asks His children to do hard things 
Jonah 1:1,2 states, “1 The word of the Lord came to Jonah the son 
of Amittai saying, 2 ‘Arise, go to Nineveh the great city, and cry 
against it, for their wickedness has come up before Me.’"  
 
God asked Jonah to do a difficult thing. Jonah was to deliver a 
message to Nineveh. The message was not a popular one. Jonah 
was to cry against the city. This means he was to tell them they 
were sinning and if they didn’t stop, judgment would come. 
Before we look more closely at this hard thing God asked Jonah to 
do, let’s see a few other important points in the passage.  
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God’s view of greatness is different than man’s 
The city of Nineveh is referred to as “the great city.” The city of 
Nineveh dates back to shortly after Noah’s flood. You may 
remember that Noah had three sons – Shem, Ham, and Japheth. 
These sons all had sons. One of Ham’s sons was Cush. One of 
Cush’s sons was named Nimrod who was a mighty hunter 
(Genesis 10:9). It was Nimrod who built the city of Nineveh (Gen 
10:10-12). Genesis 10:12 states that Nineveh became known as 
the great city.  
  
It is interesting how God’s view of greatness and man’s view 
differs. Ninevah which actually included a couple of other nearby 
cities became known as the great city perhaps because of it’s size, 
wealth, and regional influence. The famous king, Sennacherib 
made it the capital of the Assyrian empire. But in God’s eyes, the 
city had become morally corrupt. The prophet Nahum reveals the 
sins of Nineveh in his short prophetic book. The sins included 
plotting evil against the Lord (Nah 1:11), cruelty and plundering in 
war (Nah 2:12-13) prostitution and witchcraft (Nah 3:4), and 
commercial exploitation (Nah 3:16). No matter how mankind feels 
about a city, God knows the real truth. 
 
I wonder how God feels about our own nearby city of San 
Francisco. In the world’s eyes it is one of the top international 
destinations for vacations. It is known as a city of cultural 
diversity, and incredible beauty with amazing buildings and 
bridges. It is known as a place that embraces alternate lifestyles 
and radical political agendas. But I think God might have a very 
different view. He might say, “Although the city is incredibly 
beautiful on the outside, it is corrupt on the inside. It promotes 
things that are an abomination to Me, and it condemns things 
that are near to my heart. Indeed San Francisco today is much like 
the Nineveh of old.” 
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It is important for us as Christians to view things through God’s 
eyes, and not through the eyes of the world.  
 
God is aware of sin and will judge it 
Notice, too, that Jonah 1:2 states, "Arise, go to Nineveh the great 
city, and cry against it, for their wickedness has come up before 
Me."  Jonah was to cry against the city of Nineveh because their 
wickedness had “come up before” God. In other words God was 
aware of their sin. He observed their wickedness which was now 
ripe for judgment. This reinforces the truth that God is aware of 
sin. Sometimes people think that God doesn’t know what they are 
doing in their life. They think they can do whatever they want, 
and there will be no consequences. This simply isn’t true. God is 
aware of what we are doing or not doing, and there comes a time 
when sin will bring God’s judgment. That time had come for the 
Ninevites. In God’s marvelous grace, He was giving the people of 
Nineveh an opportunity to repent before judgment fell.  
 
Is there sin in your life? If so, God is calling you to repent before 
He sends His judgment. 
 
What hard thing has God asked you to do? 
So, God asked Jonah to do a hard thing. He was to go and speak 
against a corrupt city. Have you ever felt called to do a hard thing? 
Have you ever felt that God was directing you to do something 
you felt was uncomfortable? Perhaps He asked you to: 
 

- be part of a particular ministry – to help out in a ministry 
you felt you couldn’t do 

- speak tough words to a brother or sister in Christ who was 
sinning 



5 
Copyright 2005 CRL – Answering God’s call 

- share Christ with a friend or co-worker – just the thought of 
which made you tremble 

- care for an ailing relative 
- move to a new area 
- give an extra gift to a particular ministry 

 
There are any number of things God might ask us to do that we 
feel uncomfortable doing, but God has a reason for asking us to 
do them. They will further His kingdom in some way. 

In the eleventh century, King Henry III of Bavaria grew tired of 
court life and the pressures of being a monarch. He made 
application to Prior Richard at a local monastery, asking to be 
accepted as a contemplative and spend the rest of his life in the 
monastery. "Your Majesty," said Prior Richard, "do you 
understand that the pledge here is one of obedience? That will be 
hard because you have been a king."  

"I understand," said Henry. "The rest of my life I will be obedient 
to you, as Christ leads you."  

"Then I will tell you what to do," said Prior Richard. "Go back to 
your throne and serve faithfully in the place where God has put 
you." When King Henry died, a statement was written: "The King 
learned to rule by being obedient."  

When we tire of our roles and responsibilities, it helps to 
remember that God has planted us in a certain place and told us 
to be a good accountant or teacher or mother or father. Christ 
expects us to be faithful where He puts us, and when He returns, 
we'll rule together with Him.   
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It is not so important how God’s message comes but “that” it comes 

Notice with Jonah, the passage does not reveal how the message 
came to Jonah from God. It may have come via an angel, or a 
vision, or through Jonah’s own time of prayer. The important 
thing is not how it came, but “that” it came. It was clear to Jonah 
what God wanted him to do.  
 
When God asks us to do some ministry for Him, the message may 
come through any number of channels. We might feel a 
prompting to do something while listening to a sermon or taking 
part in a Bible study. It may come when we are spending time in 
study and prayer. It may come through a friend who suggests we 
get involved in a particular ministry, however, just because 
someone invites you to be part of a ministry, doesn’t necessarily 
mean that it is from God. The message to do something for God 
may come after we become aware of a particular need. We may 
see the need and feel deep in our heart that we can help meet the 
need. Again, the important thing is not so much how the message 
comes, but “that it comes.” 
 
This brings us to our second main point. 
 
2. When faced with a difficult task from God, we can either obey 
or disobey 
Jonah 1:3 states,“But Jonah rose up to flee to Tarshish from the 
presence of the Lord. So he went down to Joppa, found a ship 
which was going to Tarshish, paid the fare, and went down into it 
to go with them to Tarshish from the presence of the Lord.”  
 
When Jonah heard what God wanted him to do, he chose to 
disobey. Instead of heading northeast to Nineveh, Jonah headed 
southwest to the seaport city of Joppa, found a ship and headed 
west toward the distant city of Tarshish.  
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Neil Marten, a member of the British Parliament, was once giving 
a group of his constituents a guided tour of the Houses of 
Parliament. During the course of the visit, the group happened to 
meet Lord Hailsham, then Lord Chancellor, wearing all the regalia 
of his office. Hailsham recognized Marten among the group and 
cried, "Neil!" Not daring to question or disobey the "command," 
the entire band of visitors promptly fell to their knees!  
 
A person cannot run away from God 
Why Jonah chose the destination of Tarshish we really don’t 
know. Perhaps he had a relative there. The text states in Jonah 
1:3, “But Jonah rose up to flee to Tarshish from the presence of 
the Lord.”  It is amazing that in his rebellious state, Jonah actually 
believed that he could get away from God, that he could flee from 
God’s presence. Was Tarshish or the route to Tarshish beyond 
God’s presence or reach? Absolutely not! God is everywhere. In 
no place is this fact made more clear than in Psalm 139:7-10. 
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7 Where can I go from Thy Spirit? Or where can I flee from 
Thy presence? 8 If I ascend to heaven, Thou art there; If I 
make my bed in Sheol, behold, Thou art there. 9 If I take the 
wings of the dawn, if I dwell in the remotest part of the sea, 
10 Even there Thy hand will lead me, and Thy right hand will 
lay hold of me.  

 
Sometimes we, like Jonah, feel we can run from God. We think, “If 
I just avoid church, God won’t see what’s going on in my life,” or 
“If I’m on a business trip in a different city or state, surely God 
won’t notice what I’m doing and will leave me alone.” The simple 
truth is, God is with us wherever we go. He is there to help us, and 
He is also there to discipline us if we need it. A person may try to 
run from God, but he can’t hide.  
 
People are disobedient to God because they count the cost and 
think it is too high  
Why did Jonah a prophet of God, do such a disobedient thing? 
Why, when God asked him to go in one direction, did he go in the 
opposite direction? Jonah did what people still do today, he 
counted the cost of what God wanted him to do and decided the 
cost was too high. What was the cost in Jonah’s mind? There were 
perhaps a few things he thought about. 1) Nineveh was part of 
Assyria, and thus a pagan city. Crying against pagans can be 
dangerous for ones health. Jonah might cry against them and they 
might kill him. 2) Assyria was an enemy of Israel. If he cried 
against Nineveh, the people might repent. If they repented, God 
might not judge them. In Jonah’s mind they deserved to be 
judged, and he didn’t want that to change. If they were judged, it 
would further weaken Assyria, and they could not be used as 
easily by God to judge Israel. 3) Nineveh was a long ways away. 
Just the expense and hardship of going there may have been 
more than Jonah wanted to spend.  
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For whatever reason, Jonah said, “Sorry, God, I’m not going. Get 
someone else to do Your bidding.”  
 
When God asks us to do something that is hard, we also weigh the 
cost and often choose to be disobedient. For example, 1) A 
Christian may feel that God is leading him to come to early 
morning men’s Bible study on Tuesday morning. He may think to 
himself. That’s too early, or just not convenient, or I don’t want 
for anyone to hold me accountable and challenge me in my 
Christian walk.  2) A Christian might sense God’s leading to 
become part of a care group on a week night. He might count the 
cost and say, “I’m already out and about a couple of nights during 
the week. I don’t want to be out another night even though I need 
some good Christian fellowship.  3) A Christian girl might know 
that God only wants her to marry a Christian, but she might 
reason in her mind, “The pool of Christians is smaller than the 
pool of non-Christians and if I wait until I find the right Christian, it 
may be too late. I may die an old maid. So she may choose to get 
into a relationship with a non-believer.  
 
Obedience is where faith comes in. Obedience says, “I don’t 
totally understand why God would ask me to do this thing, but I 
know that God loves me and has my best interest in mind. I know 
that He is sovereign and can work in any difficult situation. I know 
He will provide for me in His timing. I will choose to obey God 
even though, in the human realm, things seem hopeless. We must 
remember, God is bigger than any obstacles.  
 
You may remember that in Isaiah 6 is an incredible vision that 
Isaiah has of heaven and God’s glorious thrown (Is 6:1-10). Angels 
are around the thone saying, “Holy, Holy, Holy,” speaking of God’s 
great holiness. As Isaiah viewed the scene he realized just how 
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sinful he was compared to God. He said, “I am a man of unclean 
lips.” An angel then took a glowing coal and touched Isaiah’s lips 
with it and declared that Isaiah was clean. Isaiah then heard God 
saying that there was a message that needed to be delivered to 
Israel. God also was asking who would take the message. Instead 
of turning away, Isaiah said, “Here I am, send me.” 
 
When God asks us to do something we need to be like Isaiah and 
say, “Lord, here I am, send me.”  Perhaps we need, like Isaiah, to 
see God for who He really is and to realize once again His 
greatness and sovereignty over all the earth. 
 
Running from God will always cost a person dearly 
Listen again to Jonah 1:3, “But Jonah rose up to flee to Tarshish 
from the presence of the Lord. So he went down to Joppa, found a 
ship which was going to Tarshish, paid the fare, and went down 
into it to go with them to Tarshish from the presence of the Lord.” 
 
The city of Tarshish, also known as Tartessus, was in Spain at the 
mouth of the Guadalquivir River. The word Tarshish comes from a 
Semitic root word meaning “to smelt”.  Smelting is the processes 
of applying high heat to rock ore in order to melt out and extract 
the metallic constituents. For example if a company mines for 
copper, they will dig in an area where the rock contains copper 
ore. They will crush the rock and then heat it in order to melt out 
the copper metal. The copper is then extracted for use, while the 
bulk of the rock is thrown away. It takes a massive amount of rock 
to produce even a small amount of metal. Smelting is thus a 
refining process of extracting useable metal from unusable rock. 
Little did Jonah know that God was going to refine him on his trip 
to Tarshish. God was not going to use the fire of a furnace, but the 
water of the sea. 
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Notice that when Jonah found a ship that he thought would take 
him from the presence of the Lord, he paid a fare and went down 
into it. Running from God will always cost us something. In 
Jonah’s case it started with the financial loss of the price of the 
ticket. It also says that Jonah went down into the ship. Little did 
he know just how far down he would go. His journey down will be 
the focus of the next message. 
 
Running from God will cost us as well. It may cost us – 

- wasted time while we remain disobedient 
- missed blessings that God wanted to bestow on us 
- financially like it did Jonah 
- it may cost us in missed opportunity we may not be able to 

get back 
 
One way or the other, disobedience will cost us something. 
 
Review and Application 
 
God asks His children to do difficult things 
These things might be grandiose as going to Nineveh to warn 
people of impending judgment, or as simple as getting involved in 
a new ministry. Has God told you to do or stop doing anything 
recently? Has he told you: 
 

- to apologize to someone you have wronged? 
- to forgive someone who has hurt you? 
- to give financial assistance to someone? 
- to reach out to someone who needs encouragement? 
- to get involved in a care group? 
- to change your lifestyle? 
- to start a diet? 
- to cut out some TV? 
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- to start an exercise program? 
- to become a missionary? 
- to start a consistent time of Bible study and prayer? 

 
There are countless things that God might ask us to do. Are you 
open to God’s leading? Are you hoping He will talk to you, or do 
you hope He will leave you alone? Do you want to be used of God 
and see Him do great things in and through you? Have you asked 
Him recently to show you anything He wants you to do? Would 
you be willing to ask Him right now to show you, or to confirm in 
your heart something he has already showed you? 
 
When faced with a difficult task, we can either obey or disobey 
We can either say, “God send someone else!” or we can say, 
“Here I am, send me.” Would you be willing right now to pray, 
“God here I am, send me!”? If you are willing, do it right now! 
 

AMEN 


