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JONAH – And the God of Second Chances 
By Chris Losey 
 
God’s Word went forth to Jonah 
The prophet to be sent 
To go to sinful Nineveh 
And tell them to repent. 
 
But rather than heed God’s call 
Jonah headed west 
He paid a fare, and caught a ship 
And went below to rest. 
 
But soon God sent a violent storm 
The ship was nigh to sink 
The sailors learned of Jonah’s sin 
And threw him in the drink. 
 
As Jonah sank beneath the waves 
An appointed fish was sent 
To swallow him, he cried to God 
Deciding to repent. 
 
Vomited, the great fish did 
And Jonah came out fast 
Firm on dry ground once again 
He’d serve the Lord at last. 
 
Off to sinful Nineveh 
The prophet headed east 
To share God’s proclamation 
With those he liked the least. 
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His first day in the city 
With judgment on his tongue 
Jonah spoke, the people heard 
Repentance soon begun. 
 
With sackcloth, and with ashes 
The king sent a decree 
The people were to fast and pray  
With great humility. 
 
As God looked down upon the scene 
The peoples’ hearts were changed 
And He relented of the judgments 
That He had prearranged. 
 
There should have been rejoicing 
Deep in Jonah’s soul 
Instead the prophet’s anger burned 
Hatred took its toll. 
 
He prayed to God and voiced his thoughts 
He questioned mercies path 
Why would God be kind to them 
When they deserved His wrath? 
 
So Jonah said, “Lord, kill me.” 
A pity party started 
It remained very clear 
That he was still hard-hearted 
 



3 
Copyright 2005 CRLosey, God of the Second Chance – Jonah 3:1-10, All rights reserved 

 
So God confronted Jonah  
A question to clarify 
Was the anger in Jonah’s heart 
Truly justified? 
 
But rather than give an answer 
Jonah left the town 
He built himself a shelter 
And in the shade sat down. 
 
To teach Jonah a lesson 
God made a plant to grow 
To offer even more shade 
The prophet loved it so! 
 
But then God sent a worm 
The shading plant did die 
The hot wind blew, his comfort gone 
“Kill me!” Jonah cried. 
 
Again the Lord did question 
and asked about the plant 
Was there a good reason 
For Jonah to rave and rant? 
 
Jonah had compassion 
On a simple soulless plant 
But his mercy for sinful people 
Was little more than scant. 
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Should God not have compassion 
When people believe in Him 
And show by humble actions 
A desire to begin again? 
 
Yes, God should show compassion 
And so should each of us 
God gives Second Chances 
Be thankful that He does! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


