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A New Commandment 
“Something New” 

 
John 13:34-38 

 
With the new year looming ahead, many people are thinking about new 
year’s resolutions.  Some will try a new diet.  Some will commit to 
getting out of debt.  Others will start a new workout plan.  Some will 
attempt to read through the Bible this year, or spend more time with 
family.  The possibilities for new year’s resolutions are endless and 
probably most of the resolutions are good ideas.   
 
Unfortunately, many people will not follow through with their goals, 
but I believe that it is still good to set them.  Someone said, “Aim at the 
stars.  If you don’t hit them, you’ll land pretty high anyway.”  Perhaps 
there are some who set a goal this past year and actually did it.  If so, 
congratulations.  I think it is good and important to set realistic goals 
for ourselves as the Lord leads.  You might even ask Him in prayer if 
there is anything He wants you to do and then wait for His gentle 
prompting about what it is. 
 
This message focuses on something new, too.  It focuses on an 
important truth that Jesus shared with His disciples almost two 
thousand years ago.  It is just as applicable today as it was then.  It 
begins in John 13:34.  This new thing is not a workout program, diet, or 
Bible reading plan, but instead a way of treating fellow believers.  It is 
what I challenge each of us with in the new year.  Listen to Jesus’ 
words! 
 

34  "A new commandment I give to you, that you love one 
another, even as I have loved you, that you also love one 
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another.  35  By this all men will know that you are My 
disciples, if you have love for one another."   

 
A we look at what Jesus shared with His disciples we will answer several 
important questions.  The first is: 
 
1.  What is the new commandment? 
34  "A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even 
as I have loved you, that you also love one another.   
 
Let’s look closely at what Jesus said.   “A new commandment...” 
 
The words - new and commandment 
The word new is the Greek word kainos.  It means new in respect to 
form; recently made, fresh, recent, unused, unworn.  It also means new 
in respect to substance: of a new kind, unprecedented, novel, 
uncommon, unheard of.   
 
The word commandment is the Greek word entole.  It means an order, 
a command, a charge, a precept, an injunction what is prescribed to 
one by reason of his office.  It is a prescribed rule of how something is 
to be done.  It was used of the commandments in the Mosaic law and 
Jewish tradition.  It was also used of the specific laws that Old 
Testament priests were to fulfill in relation to the priesthood.   
 
This new commandment is thus a fresh, new thing.  The disciples were 
Jesus’ new priests who rather than running the temple would lead the 
church.  Whereas in the Old Testament the priests had a myriad of laws 
that they needed to follow, here Jesus only focused on one; love one 
another as He had loved them.   The Old Testament was all about rules.  
In the New Testament it would be all about relationships. 
 
 



 

3 
Copyright 2003 Chris Losey 

 

The difference between philia and agape love 
It is important to understand the kind of love that Jesus referred to.  It 
is best understood by understanding the difference between two Greek 
words for love; philia and agape.  Philia is brotherly love being chiefly of 
the heart.  In other words when a person has philia love for someone 
else, he actually likes the other person.  He might say, “I love you 
because I like you.  It is easy to love you because I feel a wholesome 
affection for you.” 
 
Agape love on the other hand is chiefly of the head.  When a person 
has agape love for another person it does not mean he necessarily likes 
the person, but that he loves the person out of a sense of duty, because 
it is the right thing to do.  That person might say, “I love you because it 
is what I am supposed to do.  You aren’t always loveable but I choose to 
love you anyway.”  It is like the person who said, “I’m your brother in 
Christ.  You don’t have to like me (philia) but you have to love me 
(agape).”   
 
In John 3:16 when the Bible says that God so loved the world, the word 
for love is agape.  God didn’t love the world because he liked the fact 
that men were sinning against Him.  He loved them because it is what 
He had purposed to do in His head! 
 
There are many times when we won’t like our fellow Christians because 
of something they have done or failed to do, but this does not excuse 
us from loving them.  God calls us to agape one another!  This is 
precisely how Christ has loved us!  It is what He expects from His 
children.  Do you love your fellow Christians this way?  It is definitely a 
novel idea. 
 
Love is a verb 
It is also important to note that the word for love in John 13:34 is not 
the noun form agape.  It is the verb form agapao.  Loving someone 
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does not mean loving them only in one’s mind, it means loving them 
through appropriate actions.  God’s love was shown in actions; for God 
so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son.   
 
In addition, Jesus showed His love by being patient with the disciples 
even when they were slow learners.  He forgave them when they did 
foolish things.  He taught them and worked with them when they 
lacked the proper faith.  He washed Judas’ feet knowing that Judas was 
the betrayer.  Jesus’ love was exercised in service.  He put feet to His 
love.  No wonder Galatians 5:13 challenges Christians with the words, 
“Through love, serve one another!”  Love is a verb.  What are you doing 
today to show your love to your fellow Christians? 
 
This new commandment was straight forward.  The disciples were to 
love one another as Jesus had loved them.  Jesus had loved them in 
spite of themselves.  They were to do the same for each other. 
 
But to truly understand this new commandment, it must be understood 
in light of the old commandments.  The question was, how was it new? 
 
2. What were the old commandments? 
The fact that there was a new commandment implied that there were 
old commandments.  The old commandments were generally found in 
the Old Testament law and specifically in the ten commandments of 
Exodus 20:3-17.   
 

3  "You shall have no other gods before Me.  4  "You shall not 
make for yourself an idol, or any likeness of what is in 
heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the water under 
the earth.  5  "You shall not worship them or serve them; for 
I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity 
of the fathers on the children, on the third and the fourth 
generations of those who hate Me,  6  but showing 
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lovingkindness to thousands, to those who love Me and keep 
My commandments.  7  "You shall not take the name of the 
LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will not leave him 
unpunished who takes His name in vain.  8  "Remember the 
Sabbath day, to keep it holy.  9  "Six days you shall labor and 
do all your work,  10  but the seventh day is a Sabbath of the 
LORD your God; {in it} you shall not do any work, you or your 
son or your daughter, your male or your female servant or 
your cattle or your sojourner who stays with you.  11  "For in 
six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea 
and all that is in them, and rested on the seventh day; 
therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it 
holy.  12  "Honor your father and your mother, that your 
days may be prolonged in the land which the LORD your God 
gives you.  13  "You shall not murder.  14  "You shall not 
commit adultery.  15  "You shall not steal.  16  "You shall not 
bear false witness against your neighbor.  17  "You shall not 
covet your neighbor's house; you shall not covet your 
neighbor's wife or his male servant or his female servant or 
his ox or his donkey or anything that belongs to your 
neighbor." 

 
Think, do, say, live 
The commandments may be summarized as follows: the first four have 
to do with a man’s relationship with God.  The last six have to do with a 
man’s relationship with his fellow man.  Another way to summarize the 
ten commandments is as follows: 
 
1. You shall have no other Gods... - How a person thinks about God - 
THINK 
2.  You shall not make an idol... - What a person does in relation to God 
- DO 
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3.  Don’t take God’s name in vain... - What a person says about God - 
SAY 
4.  Keep the Sabbath Holy... - How a person lives in relation to God   - 
LIVE 
 
In other words the first four commands may be summarized by the four 
words THINK, DO, SAY, LIVE.    
 
The next six may be summarized by the same four words: THINK, DO, 
SAY, LIVE.  But rather than being in relation to God, they have to do 
with one person’s relationship with other humans. 
 
1.  Honor your father and mother... - How a person thinks about others 
- THINK 
2.  Do not murder, commit adultery... - What a person does to others - 
DO 
3.  Don’t bear false witness... - What a person says about others - SAY 
4.  Do not covet anything of your neighbor - How a person lives - LIVE 
 
All ten commandments may be further summarized by saying that the 
first four have to do with loving God and the second six with loving 
ones fellow man.   
 
In addition there were other laws and regulations that people were to 
follow.  There were specific commands that the priests were to follow. 
 
The greatest commandment 
In the New Testament you may remember the story of the lawyer 
coming to Jesus and asking what was the greatest commandment.  It is 
recorded in Matthew 22:35-40. 
 

35  And one of them, a lawyer, asked Him {a question,} 
testing Him,  36  "Teacher, which is the great commandment 
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in the Law?"  37  And He said to him,"' You shall love the 
Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and 
with all your mind.'  38  "This is the great and foremost 
commandment.  39  "The second is like it, 'You shall love 
your neighbor as yourself.'  40  "On these two 
commandments depend the whole Law and the Prophets." 

 
Notice that there are two extremely important commandments: love 
God and love your fellow man.  All of the law and the prophets can be 
summarized in these two.  But the new commandment that Jesus gave 
His disciples in John 13:34 was slightly different.   
 
3.  What is new about the new commandment? 
 
It is general in nature 
First it is general; love one another as I have loved you.  The older 
commandments were very specific and spelled out many different 
types of conduct.  With the new commandment a person was not to 
memorize a laundry list of specifics, but simply say to himself, “How did 
or how would Jesus treat me in this situation?”   
 
It is Spirit driven 
Second, the new commandment is Spirit driven rather than list driven.  
Believers were to allow the Spirit to show them the specifics, since not 
every situation could be written down.  This did not negate the old 
commands that were already written, but it called people to a higher 
standard.   
 
It deals with how believers are to treat each other 
Third, the new commandment addresses the specific issue of how 
believers are to treat other believers.  The older commandments dealt 
with how Jews were to relate to God and  to other people, whether or 
not the other people were Jews.  The new commandment zeroed in on 
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how believers were to treat other believers.  This did not negate the old 
commandments, or the greatest commandment, but it was an 
important addition.   
 
The question arises, “Why was it so important for Christians to relate 
well with each other inside the church?”  This brings us to the next key 
question, “Why would Jesus give His followers this new 
commandment?” 
 
4.  Why would Jesus give a new commandment? 
35  "By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love 
for one another."   
 
So believers would focus on their witness 
Why did Jesus give His followers a new commandment?  So they would 
realize the importance of being witnesses to a watching world!  It is our 
love for one another, that let’s people know that we truly are Christ’s 
disciples.  If lost people come into church and see God’s people fighting 
with each other, they will reject God, not because of who He is, but 
because of the poor witness of His people.  There is no doubt that 
Christians must show love outside the church as well, but it must start 
within the body of believers. 
 
As sinners we need to understand that the way we treat one another 
speaks volumes to others about our God!  The new commandment is 
thus all about our witness.  If we love one another our witness will be 
strong.  If we gossip, back-bite, and sow seeds of discord, our witness 
will be diminished. 
 
In the world people are used to the dog-eat-dog syndrome, but this 
syndrome is not to be part of the church.  If it is, people will see us as 
no different than the world and may reject the only One who can truly 
save them.    
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So Christians would strive to be good advertisements  
Unfortunately Christians are sometimes the worst advertisement for 
Christianity.  On more than one occasion I have heard non-Christians 
say something like, “Why would I want to be a Christian.  The church is 
filled with hypocrites.”  It is easy for one or two people’s poor conduct 
to negatively influence a person’s view of the church.  In the same way 
the positive actions of one or two may leave a non-Christian with the 
impression that God’s people really do love one another.     
 
Even though we are sinners, we have the Holy Spirit.  We have the 
power to live lives that honor God, both inside and outside the church.  
True agape love needs to start inside and flow outside.   
 
Sometimes loving our fellow Christians on a consistent basis with real 
agape love is difficult because people in the church begin to treat those 
in the church like they sometimes treat their own earthly family; with 
contempt.   
 
Have you ever noticed how family members can sometimes be kind and 
considerate to strangers and show great patience and compassion, but 
when it comes to their own family, they fly off the handle?  Not good!  
This must not be the case in the church!  We need to treat the 
members of Christ’s family with agape love! 
 
Because love attracts people to Christ 
The demonstration of real agape love draws people to Christ like honey 
draws bees.  It is not our bumper stickers that will attract non-
Christians.  It is not our attendance record, or the amount we give.  It is 
not how many times we have read the Bible or how many Bible verses 
we can quote.  Although all of these are important, we must remember 
that it is, to a large extent, how we treat our fellow Christians that will 
attract others to the Savior.  If we can treat our fellow Christians with 
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agape love, we will likely treat all people that way.  Treat your brothers 
in Christ the way Jesus has treated you!   
 
This brings us to our last question, “How are we supposed to do it?” 
 
5.  How are Christians supposed to show agape love? - vv36,37 
36  Simon Peter said to Him, "Lord, where are You going?" Jesus 
answered, "Where I go, you cannot follow Me now; but you shall follow 
later."  37  Peter said to Him, "Lord, why can I not follow You right now? 
I will lay down my life for You."   
 
Living for Christ is the key 
Jesus was going away and Peter wanted to go with Him.  37  Peter said 
to Him, "Lord, why can I not follow You right now?   Haven’t you ever 
said, “I just wish I could follow the Lord to heaven.  I wish He would 
come back right now!  Life is so complicated and difficult.” 
 
Notice that Peter believed that following Jesus was a matter of laying 
down his life for Him.   He said,  “I will lay down my life for You."  But 
really, it is more a matter of living for Christ than for dying for Him.  
God is not looking for heroic martyrdom but rather consistent godly 
and loving living.  In relation to other believers that consistent living is 
found in the one-anothers of Scripture: 
 
- Love one another 
- Forgive one another 
- Be patient with one another 
- Prefer one another 
- Don’t bite and devour one another... and on it goes 
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Not giving up when we fail 
Jesus then told Peter that He would deny Him three times.  38  Jesus 
answered, "Will you lay down your life for Me? Truly, truly, I say to you, 
a cock shall not crow, until you deny Me three times. 
 
Although Peter said ready to die for Christ, the reality was that when 
the first test came he failed.  He denied Christ three times before the 
cock crowed.  Although this may seem discouraging, we must not give 
up.  We, too, will fail Christ, but more often than not, we will hopefully 
display the agape love He desires to see.  When we fail we simply need 
to confess our sin, allow Christ to pick us up and press on.  Don’t ever 
forget that becoming like Christ is a life-long process. 
 
Conclusion 
Someone put it this way, “Love creates unity.  Unity creates a strong 
witness.  A strong witness leads to conversions.  Conversions lead to 
great joy and a larger church family.”  In John 17:22-23 Jesus spoke 
about love and unity,  
 

22  "And the glory which Thou hast given Me I have given to 
them; that they may be one, just as We are one;  23  I in 
them, and Thou in Me, that they may be perfected in unity, 
that the world may know that Thou didst send Me, and didst 
love them, even as Thou didst love Me.   

 
In this new year I challenge you with Christ’s new commandment.  It 
does not negate the ten commandments or the great commandment, 
but it was designed specifically for us as Christians.  We are to love one 
another as Jesus loved us.  In this regard I Jn 4:19-21 gives a sobering 
challenge, 
 

19  We love, because He first loved us.  20  If someone says, 
"I love God," and hates his brother, he is a liar; for the one 
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who does not love his brother whom he has seen, cannot 
love God whom he has not seen.  21  And this commandment 
we have from Him, that the one who loves God should love 
his brother also. 

 
Make it your goal in the new year to live agape love! 
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John 13:34-38 
34  "A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, 
even as I have loved you, that you also love one another.  35  "By this 
all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one 
another."  36  Simon Peter said to Him, "Lord, where are You going?" 
Jesus answered, "Where I go, you cannot follow Me now; but you shall 
follow later."  37  Peter said to Him, "Lord, why can I not follow You 
right now? I will lay down my life for You."  38  Jesus answered, "Will 
you lay down your life for Me? Truly, truly, I say to you, a cock shall not 
crow, until you deny Me three times. 
 
 


