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The Eternal Encounter 
 

John 3:1-16 
 

 

Eternity is a long time. It is hard to even get your mind around the 

concept of eternity. Have you ever thought about it? Have you ever 
thought about the fact that the Bible says that people will either 

spend eternity with God in a place of beauty and comfort, or 

eternity away from God in a place of torment?  
 

I’ve asked people where they think they will go when they die. I 

have gotten various responses.  
 

- From Christians I have gotten the response that they believe 

they will go to heaven. 
- From other people I’ve gotten the response that they think 

that there is no afterlife, but that people simply return to dust. 

 
I’ve asked people what is the basis of their belief.  

 

- Christians have responded that they believe they will go to 
heaven because Jesus Himself conquered death at the 

resurrection and made the promise that the souls of all who 

place their faith in Him will at death go into His presence.  
- Non-Christians simply say, they believe they will go back to 

dust because that’s their personal opinion. In other words 

they don’t have any real basis for their belief other than that’s 
the way they feel. 

 

Today we want to explore a story from the Bible of a man who 
seeks out Jesus and wants to know what He, Jesus, thinks about 

heaven. It really is a fascinating story and can help us better see 

what Jesus says will get a person into heaven. If you have a Bible 
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please turn to John chapter three as we take a look at the first 

eighteen verses. 
 

John 3:1-16 (NASB)  
1 
Now there was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler 

of the Jews; 
2 
this man came to Jesus by night and said to Him, 

"Rabbi, we know that You have come from God as a teacher; for 

no one can do these signs that You do unless God is with him."       
3 
Jesus answered and said to him, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless 

one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God." 
4 
Nicodemus 

said* to Him, "How can a man be born when he is old? He cannot 
enter a second time into his mother's womb and be born, can he?"  
5 
Jesus answered, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of 

water and the Spirit he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.         
6 
"That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of 

the Spirit is spirit. 
7 
"Do not be amazed that I said to you, 'You 

must be born again.' 
8 
"The wind blows where it wishes and you 

hear the sound of it, but do not know where it comes from and 

where it is going; so is everyone who is born of the Spirit."             
9 
Nicodemus said to Him, "How can these things be?" 

10 
Jesus 

answered and said to him, "Are you the teacher of Israel and do not 

understand these things? 
11 

"Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of 

what we know and testify of what we have seen, and you do not 
accept our testimony. 

12 
"If I told you earthly things and you do not 

believe, how will you believe if I tell you heavenly things? 
13 

"No 

one has ascended into heaven, but He who descended from heaven: 
the Son of Man. 

14 
"As Moses lifted up the serpent in the 

wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up; 
15 

so that 
whoever believes will in Him have eternal life. 

16 
"For God so 

loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever 

believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.  
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Nicodemus’ compliment 

John 3:1-2 states 
 

1 
Now there was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a 

ruler of the Jews; 
2 
this man came to Jesus by night and said 

to Him, "Rabbi, we know that You have come from God as a 

teacher; for no one can do these signs that You do unless God 

is with him."        
 

Nicodemus was a Pharisee. He was a member of the Sanhedrin the 

highest Jewish Tribunal made up of 71 men who helped rule the 
Jewish nation. Nicodemus was, in short, an important person. He 

came at night to see Jesus, perhaps because he didn’t want anyone 

to know that he was talking to Jesus, or perhaps with his busy 
schedule it was the only time they could meet. Nicodemus began 

the encounter by complimenting Jesus. Jesus had done many 

miracles and Nicodemus recognized that Jesus must be from God. 
Nicodemus was a seeker. He wanted to know exactly who Jesus 

was and ultimately wanted to know what Jesus had to say about 

how a person gets to heaven. After all, if a person wants to know 
about heaven and the afterlife, who better to talk to than a person 

who did real miracles. If a person can heal the sick and make the 

blind see, he obviously is not a regular man on the street. Anyone 
with such powers must have some connection with God. 

 

Notice that Nicodemus recognized several things about Jesus, but 
these things did not guarantee that Nicodemus was going to 

heaven. First Nicodemus recognized Jesus as a good teacher 
“Rabbi” but this was not enough to get Nicodemus into heaven. 

 

Second, Nicodemus believed in God for he said that Jesus came 
from God, but this also was not enough to save him.  
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Third, Nicodemus believed that Jesus had done amazing miracles, 

but this too did not save him.  
 

How do we know that these things don’t save a person? We know 

because of Jesus’ response to Nicodemus. 
 

Jesus’ amazing answer 

John 3:3 “
3 
Jesus answered and said to him, "Truly, truly, I say to 

you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 

 

Jesus knew that Nicodemus was a seeker, one who sought the way 
to heaven. Because Jesus saw this in Nicodemus, Jesus cut through 

the small talk and got to the point. He answered a question that 

Nicodemus had not asked, but obviously wanted to know deep in 
his heart. This indicates that Jesus was omniscient. Many, many 

times Jesus knew exactly what people were thinking. After all, the 

Bible teaches that He was God in human flesh! 
 

I think that every person wants to know if there is a heaven, but 

many don’t ask the question or seek too hard because they are 
overwhelmed with other pursuits like raising a family, work, 

hobbies, or seeking after pleasure. 

 
I asked someone “Why do many people reject Christ?” He said 

that many people ignore the question of heaven because they are 

consumed with technology and the overload of information. They 
are so inundated with information via cell phones, the internet, 

computers, and Facebook, that they often ignore the most 
important questions like: Is there a heaven and how do I get there? 

 

Nicodemus’ confusion 

John 3:4 “
4 
Nicodemus said* to Him, "How can a man be born 

when he is old? He cannot enter a second time into his mother's 

womb and be born, can he?"   
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Nicodemus did not understand the concept of being born again. He 
was confused. A lot of people are confused about the concept of 

being born again. Being born again is not something Christian 

fanatics made up, it is something that Jesus taught. 
 

Jesus’ clarification  

To clarify what it meant to be born again, Jesus used two 
illustrations; one about water and Spirit and one about wind and 

Spirit. Let’s explore each illustration. 

 

First, in John 3:5,6 it states, “
5 
Jesus answered, "Truly, truly, I say 

to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit he cannot enter 

into the kingdom of God. 
6 
"That which is born of the flesh is flesh, 

and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.” Jesus taught that 

people need to be born of water – a physical birth, and the spirit a 

spiritual birth in order to enter heaven. Heaven is not automatic 
just because you are born as a person. Each person needs to be 

born again, born spiritually in order to enter heaven. 

 
Second, in John 3:7,8 Jesus said, “

7 
"Do not be amazed that I said 

to you, 'You must be born again.' 
8 
"The wind blows where it 

wishes and you hear the sound of it, but do not know where it 
comes from and where it is going; so is everyone who is born of 

the Spirit."              

 
The spiritual birth is a bit mysterious like the wind. You can see 

the effect of the wind in the trees even though you can’t see the 
wind. In the same way, the effects of the Spirit can be seen in a 

person’s life, even though the Spirit cannot be seen. When the 

Spirit blows through a person’s life, great things happen like a new 
joy, love, and devotion to Christ… 
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Nicodemus’ amazement 

John 3:9, “
9 
Nicodemus said to Him, "How can these things be?” 

Nicodemus was amazed by Jesus’ teaching. 

 

Jesus’ confrontational questions 

John 3:10-12, 

 
10 

Jesus answered and said to him, "Are you the teacher of 
Israel and do not understand these things? 

11 
"Truly, truly, I 

say to you, we speak of what we know and testify of what we 

have seen, and you do not accept our testimony. 
12 

"If I told 
you earthly things and you do not believe, how will you 

believe if I tell you heavenly things? 

 
Jesus confronted Nicodemus and told him that he should know 

about these things. The concept of “Spiritual change” was taught in 

the Old Testament, and Nicodemus as a spiritual leader of Israel 
should have been familiar with this teaching. For example Ezekiel 

36:25-27 from the Old Testament states, 

 
25 

"Then I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be 

clean; I will cleanse you from all your filthiness and from all 

your idols. 
26 

"Moreover, I will give you a new heart and put 
a new spirit within you; and I will remove the heart of stone 

from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. 
27 

"I will put 

My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, 
and you will be careful to observe My ordinances.  

 
God had promised through the prophet Ezekiel that He, God, 

would put His Spirit in people which would cause them to walk in 

God’s ways. That is precisely what Christians have, God’s Spirit 
living within them. 
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Jesus’ credentials 

In case there was any confusion, Jesus gave His own credentials. 

John 3:13 states, “No one has ascended into heaven, but He who 

descended from heaven: the Son of Man.”  
 

Jesus had descended from heaven and would ascend back to 

heaven. He brought God’s truth straight from the throne of heaven! 
 

Jesus’ final illustration 

Jesus gave Nicodemus one final illustration. John 3:14,15 states, 
“

14 
"As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must 

the Son of Man be lifted up; 
15 

so that whoever believes will in 

Him have eternal life.” Moses raised up the serpent in the 
wilderness so people could be healed from the deadly bites of fiery 

serpents. In the same way, Jesus was raised up on a cross that all 

who look up Him and place their faith in Him can be saved. The 
story of the fiery serpents is in Number 21:6-9: 

 
6 
The Lord sent fiery serpents among the people and they bit 

the people, so that many people of Israel died. 
7 
So the people 

came to Moses and said, "We have sinned, because we have 

spoken against the Lord and you; intercede with the Lord, 
that He may remove the serpents from us." And Moses 

interceded for the people. 
8 
Then the Lord said to Moses, 

"Make a fiery serpent, and set it on a standard; and it shall 
come about, that everyone who is bitten, when he looks at it, 

he will live." 
9 
And Moses made a bronze serpent and set it 

on the standard; and it came about, that if a serpent bit any 

man, when he looked to the bronze serpent, he lived.  

It must be stated that the snake on the stick had no power to heal. It 
was God who healed people because of their obedience to go and 

look at the serpent on the pole. 
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The choice and destiny facing every person 

John 3:16-18, 

 
16 

"For God so loved the world, that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, 

but have eternal life. 
17 

"For God did not send the Son into the 

world to judge the world, but that the world might be saved 
through Him. 

18 
"He who believes in Him is not judged; he 

who does not believe has been judged already, because he 

has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of 
God.  

 

Every person is faced with the choice to either receive or reject 
Christ. What choice will you make? I invite you to ask Him into 

your life today if you have never done so. You can do it right now 

by sincerely praying this prayer, 
 

Jesus, I need You. Thank You for dying for my sin on the cross. I 
know that my sin separates me from You. I ask You to come into 

my life and to make me the person You want me to be. I turn from 

my sin and turn to You. I place my faith in You and desire to 
follow You. Help me, Lord. AMEN 
 
 

 


