
 

Impartiality 
 

Treating people fairly                                         

without favoritism. 
 

1 Timothy 5:21 (NASB)  
I solemnly charge you in the presence of God                                       

and of Christ Jesus and of His chosen angels,                                                  

to maintain these principles without bias,                                                 

doing nothing in a spirit of partiality.  

 

Opposite—Favoritism 

Start here 

1. Memorize the definition. 

2. Memorize 1 Timothy 5:21. 

3. What is the opposite of being mpartial? 

 

Story and discussion questions  

As one of the most popular and beautiful girls 

in school, Joanne picked her friends 

carefully; they had to have something going 

for them; good looks, popularity, or money.  

Joanne wouldn't even talk to poorly dressed, 

geeky kids. That summer Joanne was in a 

serious traffic accident which left her partly 

crippled with terrible scars on her face. When 

she returned to school, other kids began to 

avoid her. Her group of popular friends 

slowly drifted away. It seemed that she was 

all alone.  

 

1. What was Joanne's problem before the 

accident? 

2. Do you see a lot of kids who only 

associate with popular kids? Explain. 

3. How should Christians be different than 

Joanne? 

4. What are other words or phrases for 

impartiality? (not playing favorites)  

 

Bible passage and discussion questions 

Please read the passage and answer the 

questions.  

James 2:1-9— 1 My brethren, do not hold 

your faith in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ 

with an attitude of personal favoritism. 2 For 

if a man comes into your assembly with a 

gold ring and dressed in fine clothes, and 

there also comes in a poor man in dirty 

clothes, 3 and you pay special attention to the 

one who is wearing the fine clothes, and say, 

"You sit here in a good place," and you say to 

the poor man, "You stand over there, or sit 

down by my footstool," 4 have you not made 

distinctions among yourselves, and become 

judges with evil motives? 5 Listen, my 

beloved brethren: did not God choose the 

poor of this world to be rich in faith and heirs 

of the kingdom which He promised to those 

who love Him? 6 But you have dishonored the 

poor man. Is it not the rich who oppress you 

and personally drag you into court? 7 Do they 

not blaspheme the fair name by which you 

have been called? 8 If, however, you are 

fulfilling the royal law according to the 

Scripture, "You shall love your neighbor as 

yourself," you are doing well. 9 But if you 

show partiality, you are committing sin and 

are convicted by the law as transgressors.  

 

1. What is the storyline? Summarize the 

passage in your own words. 

2. Why do you think the people in the 

church might be partial to the rich man?  

3. Would your first tendency be to give the 

rich man the best seat? Why or why not? 

4. Why does God often choose to make poor 

people rich in faith? 

5. What truth in verse eight does James use 

to summarize impartiality? (love your 



neighbor as yourself)  

 

More discussion questions 

1. Describe how partiality is sometimes 

shown in the following settings: 

 By students at school 

 By teachers 

 By coaches on sports teams 

 By people in business 

 By people in church   

2. Can you think of other examples where 

partiality is sometimes shown? Explain. 

3. How can peer pressure influence people 

to show partiality?  (If a person is in a 

group that is showing partiality, he may 

feel pressure to do the same thing)  

4. How are partiality and racism connected? 

(racism is negative partiality) 

5. What problems can come from showing 

partiality? (anger, hate, bitterness) 

6. What problems can come from being 

impartial? (prejudiced people may be 

angered that someone did no show 

partiality against those they dislike)  

7. What good can come from being 

impartial? (friendships, peace, harmony) 

8. If a person is impartial does that mean he 

cannot like certain people more than 

others?  Explain.  (He may like his friends 

better than other people, but he should 

still treat everyone fairly. All of us will 

have people we like more than others.) 

9. Without revealing names, do you know 

anyone who plays favorites?  Explain 

why you feel this way. How do you feel 

toward them?   

10. Do you respect those who show partiality 

more or less?  

11. Do you know anyone who is impartial?  

Describe a time when they exhibited this 

quality. How did it make you feel? 

 

More Bible verses and discussion 

1. Read 1 Timothy 5:21. What things is Paul 

referring to when he says, "to maintain 

these principles without bias doing 

nothing in a spirit of partiality." Hint: 

refer to the preceding verses. (For 

example, in verse twenty, Paul says that if 

there are those who “continue to sin,” 

they should be rebuked in the presence of 

all so that others will not want to sin, too. 

This may seem harsh especially if those 

who need rebuking are popular. But we 

are not to show partiality. We are to 

correct those who need correcting 

because it is the right thing to do.) 

2. What does Matthew 7:12 imply about 

being impartial? (we should treat people 

fairly by being impartial, because this is 

the way we want to be treated)  

3. Although we are to treat others the way 

we want to be treated, Romans 12:10 says 

that we are to prefer one another. Does 

this violate the principle of impartiality? 

(Putting others ahead of ourselves does 

not violate the principle of impartiality. 

Preferring others over ourselves is a very 

honorable thing.)  

 

Application and activities  

1. Can you think of a time when you were 

impartial even though it was hard?  

2. Can you think of a time when you 

showed partiality and something bad 

came of it? Explain. 

3. If you observed partiality in the following 

situations what could you do about it?  

 Students at school ignoring a fellow 

student’s good ideas simply because they 

view the student as unpopular   

 Kids in your youth group showing 

partiality to one “cool” new kid and 

ignoring another 

 Someone in your church seemingly 

ignoring someone who is poorly dressed 

4. Can you think of other examples where 

partiality might be corrected. Try role 

playing one of the above situations. 

5. Memorize 1 Timothy 5:21.  Make a 

puzzle and put it together for time.   

6. Close in prayer asking God to help you to 

treat people impartially. 
 

Notes:  
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