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How to Determine God’s Will for Your Life 
 

By Chris Losey 
 

Knowing God’s will is something that should interest every Christian, 
but the question always arises, “How can I know God’s will for my life?” 
Also, “If I knew God’s will for my life, would I do it?”  Hopefully the 
answer to the second question is, “Yes!” 
 
In looking into the subject of God’s will, it is critical to note that 
Scripture is full of things that are God’s will for us. Before looking for 
His will in some specific area of need, we can first see if we are 
following His will in the many revealed areas in his Word, the Bible. 
 
The Word and Prayer 
Knowing God’s Word and doing it brings great blessing to any person. 
Consider what is said in Psalms 119:97-105 (NASB) states, 

  
97 O how I love Your law! It is my meditation all the day. 98 Your 
commandments make me wiser than my enemies, for they are 
ever mine. 99 I have more insight than all my teachers, for Your 
testimonies are my meditation. 100 I understand more than the 
aged, because I have observed Your precepts. 101 I have 
restrained my feet from every evil way, that I may keep Your 
word. 102 I have not turned aside from Your ordinances, for You 
Yourself have taught me. 103 How sweet are Your words to my 
taste! Yes, sweeter than honey to my mouth! 104 From Your 
precepts I get understanding; therefore I hate every false way. 105 

Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.  
 
Regarding prayer, it is good to ask God to show us His will; both the 
revealed general things that are his will from His Word, and the specific 
things we want to know about that may not be covered specifically in 
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His Word. Jeremiah 33:3 states, 3 'Call to Me and I will answer you, and I 
will tell you great and mighty things, which you do not know.' Jeremiah 
33:3  is God’s telephone number. God wants to reveal His will to us as 
we call out to him.  
 
There are specific places in the Bible where it clearly states, “This is 
God’s will.” 
 
1 Thessalonians 4:3-5 (NASB) says, “3 For this is the will of God, your 
sanctification; that is, that you abstain from sexual immorality; 4 that 
each of you know how to possess his own vessel in sanctification and 
honor, 5 not in lustful passion, like the Gentiles who do not know God.” 
 
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 (NASB) states, “16 Rejoice always; 17 pray 
without ceasing; 18 in everything give thanks; for this is God's will for 
you in Christ Jesus.”  
 
Besides these, there are myriads of things the Bible teaches that a 
Christian should either do, or not do. Doing the do’s is God’s will. Not 
doing the don’t is also God’s will. The Bible is like a guide for life telling 
us what to do and what not to do. Here are some examples.  
 
- Be kind 
- Forgive others 
- Share your faith 
- Train your children 
- Marry a Christian 
- Obey the laws of the land 
- Don’t get drunk 
- Don’t lie 
- Don’t cheat 
- Don’t steal 
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- Don’t commit adultery 
- Don’t murder 

 
And on and on it goes… That’s why it is important to study God’s Word, 
because it will helps us know many of these do’s and don’ts. 
 
Other situations may not be so clear, like: 
 
- Deciding where to go to school 
- Deciding whether or not to buy a house 
- Deciding whom to marry 
- Deciding what profession to seek 
- Deciding where to invest money  

 
If you are trying to determine God’s will for your life, perhaps there is a 
passage that will help guide you to the answer. Starting with the Word 
and prayer is a great first step. 
 
A second way to help determine God’s will for your life is: 
 
Wise Counsel 
The Bible encourages people to seek wise counsel. Proverbs 1:5 states, 
“A wise man will hear and increase in learning, and a man of 
understanding will acquire wise counsel.” Proverbs 11:14 states, 
“Where there is no guidance the people fall, but in abundance of 
counselors there is victory.”  Notice that Proverbs 1:5 says we need to 
acquire, “Wise counsel”. If you just seek out those who tell you what 
you want to hear, you won’t be getting wise counsel. 
 
Take the example of buying a home. A Christian can talk to others who 
have bought homes in order to get good ideas and avoid pitfalls. If they 
talk to people who have never owned a home or been in the home 
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buying/selling business, they may get poor advice. Instead, they need 
to talk with experts if they can find them. Questions that might be 
asked are:  
 
- Where to buy?   
- What to buy?   
- Resale value in an area?  
- What hidden costs are there in owning a home? 
- How long do we plan on being in the area? 
- Does the home come with a warranty? 
- If it is a new home – Does the contractor have a good reputation? 
- Is it better to buy new or used? 
- What school district is it in? 
- Can we afford the property taxes? 

 
Other Wisdom 
Part of the wise counsel is asking God directly for His wisdom. Pray and 
ask God for any other wisdom in making a proper decision in case you 
are missing something: 
 
- Will this increase your ability to serve God by owning a home? 
- Is it the best timing to buy a home now? 
- Is owning a home a need for you at this time or just a want 

because your parents owned a home, and you feel you should 
too? 

- Will your home be close enough to the church you prefer to 
attend? 

- Will owning a home cause us to be too financially strapped 
 
If the decision you are seeking help on affects your spouse, then your 
spouse must be consulted to get their take on the situation. Often a 
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spouse, even if they are not an expert on the subject, will still have 
valuable things to say. 
 
Weighing Alternatives 
Luke 14:28-30 (NASB) says,  

 
28 "For which one of you, when he wants to build a tower, does 
not first sit down and calculate the cost to see if he has enough to 
complete it? 29 "Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is 
not able to finish, all who observe it begin to ridicule him, 30 

saying, 'This man began to build and was not able to finish.'  
 
After getting wise counsel, next weigh your alternatives. For example, 
before making a major purchase like a home it is good to weigh the 
alternatives by writing them down on a piece of paper. Sometimes this 
is a matter of weighing pros and cons.  
 
The pros might be: 
- We'll have our own place. 
- We'll be able to have greater deductions for our taxes 
- We'll have more room. 
- We will get a garage. 

 
The cons might be: 
- It is a longer drive to work where we can afford to buy, thus more 

gas and time on the road 
- We’ll have to pay for all the repairs 
- We’ll have to factor in property taxes 
- If we get transferred and have to move, we may not be able to 

sell it 
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Waiting and Circumstances 
The Bible teaches the principle of waiting. WE should be very careful 
not to rush into things based on our emotions rather than on sound 
wisdom. As you wait, take time to pray. Set a reasonable time that you 
feel would be appropriate to make a final decision. Psalms 25:4-5 
(NASB) states, “4 Make me know Your ways, O Lord; Teach me Your 
paths. 5 Lead me in Your truth and teach me, For You are the God of my 
salvation; for You I wait all the day.”  

  
Witness of Peace 
Colossians 3:15 (NASB) states, “Let the peace of Christ rule in your 
hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body; and be thankful.”  
 
Philippians 4:6-7 (NASB) states. “6 Be anxious for nothing, but in 
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which 
surpasses all comprehension, will guard your hearts and your minds in 
Christ Jesus.”  

 
If God wants you to do something, He can give you a peace about it. 
Ask Him to make it clear by giving or not giving peace to you. If you 
have taken the steps mentioned above and do not have peace, it may 
be God trying to tell you not to buy or to continue waiting. If you have 
peace, it may be God telling you to go for it. In the end, you have to 
make the best decision you can and then live with your choices. 
 
Conclusion 
In trying to determine God’s will for my life I: 
 
Start with looking in His Word, the Bible, and then praying about it. 
I then seek wise counsel including that from my spouse 
I then weigh alternatives looking at the pros and cons 
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I then wait on the Lord, and see how circumstances develop 
I then use the witness of peace. Is God giving me peace about doing it 


