
 

Hospitality 
 

Showing kindness to others through 

sharing food, shelter and refreshment. 

 

Hebrews 13:1-2 (NASB)  
1 Let love of the brethren continue.  

2 Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers,                                 

for by this some have entertained angels                                                    

without knowing it.  
 

Opposite—Inhospitable 

Activities 

1. Memorize the definition. 

2. Memorize Hebrews 13:1,2. 

3. What is the opposite of being hospitable.. 

 

Story and discussion questions 

A new family has just arrived in your 

neighborhood and is moving in across the 

street. Looking out your front window, you 

see the father talking to the driver of the 

moving van as things are being unloaded. 

The mother has two children that she is trying 

to keep out of the way of the movers.  

 

1. What are some things you could do to 

make this family feel welcome? (go over 

and introduce yourself, ask if you could 

help, take them some cookies, drinks or 

other food) 

2. Why don't some people take time to make 

their new neighbors feel welcome? 

3. Have you ever welcomed a family into 

your neighborhood? What did you do? 

 

Explanation of hospitality 

The Biblical word for hospitality is two 

words put together; "love" and "strangers."  

Hospitality is literally, the love of strangers.  

When people are hospitable, they take others 

in and meet their needs for food, shelter, and 

refreshment. Today, hospitality can be to 

more than strangers. The New Testament 

states that Christians are to show hospitality 

to one another. Actually, people can attend 

the same church or live in the same 

neighborhood and still be strangers. As 

families practice hospitality and have others 

into their homes, they turn strangers into 

friends and create a wonderful sense of 

community in their churches or 

neighborhoods. 

 

More discussion questions 

1. What are three ways that people can show 

hospitality to others? (invite people from 

their church over for a meal, invite 

church newcomers to lunch, take food to 

someone in need, invite a neighbor over) 

2. How can a family share spiritual and 

physical refreshment with missionaries 

who are home from the mission field?  

(invite them to stay in their home, and 

provide meals for them) 

3. Why is it difficult at times to be 

hospitable? (Hospitality takes time or 

money. Some people feel uncomfortable 

having others into their home.) 

4. How do people get themselves too busy 

to show hospitality to others. (they may 

fill their time with other things like sports, 

TV, or other recreation) 

 

Bible passages and discussion questions 

1. How could the truth of Philippians 2:4 

help a person be more hospitable? 

2. What does Hebrews 13:2 teach about 

hospitality? 

3. Can you think of any examples in the 



Bible where people showed hospitality? 

Look up the following passages. How 

was hospitality shown? 

 Genesis 19:1-3 (Lot showed hospitality to 

angels) 

 Matthew 8:14,15 (Peter had Jesus to his 

home. His mother-in-law served them.) 

4. One family decided to show hospitality 

by inviting someone (a family or 

individual) over for dinner once each 

month. In your opinion, is such a plan too 

little or too much for a family to do? 

5. How could a person show hospitality in 

the following settings: 

 At home - (invite people over for a meal) 

 At church - (host a newcomers lunch 

after worship in the fellowship hall) 

 At a restaurant - (invite a family out for a 

meal or dessert) 

 At a park - (invite someone for a picnic) 

6. What do the following verses teach about 

hospitality? 

 Romans 12:9-13 (part of showing love is 

showing hospitality) 

 1 Timothy 3:2 and Titus 1:7,8 (pastors 

are to show hospitality) 

 1 Peter 4:8-10 (Christians are to show 

hospitality to one another without 

complaining) 

7. 1 Peter 4:9 states that Christians are to 

show hospitality to one another without 

complaining. Give examples of when 

someone in a family might complain 

about showing hospitality. (A husband 

might complain about showing hospitality 

because he would rather watch TV than 

have someone over for dinner. A wife 

might complain because she feels that 

showing hospitality is too much work and 

leaves her with a messy house. Children 

might complain and say they don’t want 

to have show hospitality because they 

don’t want to play with other kids they 

don’t know.)  

8. Why is it important for pastors to show 

hospitality? (They are an example to the 

rest of the church. As their families show 

hospitality, it will encourage other 

families and individuals to do the same.) 

9. How can a church show hospitality to 

needy people who come by seeking help? 

(maintain a food closet, support a local 

rescue mission or agency where people 

can get temporary housing) 

 

Application and activities 

1. How would you rate your hospitality-

factor? In other words, do you think that 

you as an individual/family are doing 

well in the area of hospitality? 

2. List three things you could do to be more 

hospitable. (Make it a point to have 

others from the church into your home on 

a regular basis. Look for newcomers at 

church and invite them out to lunch. Tell 

the pastor that your home would be 

available to host visiting missionaries.) 

3. As a family or individual come up with a 

reasonable plan for the next month 

regarding how you will show hospitality.  

4. Come up with a long-term family goal 

regarding showing hospitality. 

5. Do you know what your church does to 

reach out to newcomers? Is there a way 

you could be part of the plan? 

6. Here are some things that churches can to 

do show hospitality to newcomers: 

 One church shows hospitality by hosting 

periodic newcomer dinners.   

 Another church links visitors with church 

members. These members invite the 

visitors for lunch and also into their 

home. In addition, they invite them to 

their small group. For a month they help 

integrate them into the life of the church. 

7. If your church does not have a plan for 

showing hospitality to newcomers ask 

your pastor if you can help design one. 

8. Make a puzzle of Hebrews 13:2 and put it 

together for time. 

9. Close in prayer asking God to help you 

become more hospitable.  

 

Notes: 

Hospitality 

   C. Losey - Clear View Books 
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