
 

Good Name 
 

A good reputation earned                                      

by living a godly life. 
 

Proverbs 22:1 (NASB)   
“A good name is to be more desired than great wealth,                                                 

favor is better than silver and gold.”  
 

 

Opposite—A Bad Name 

Start here  

1. Memorize the definition of a good name.  

2. Memorize Proverbs 22:1. 

3. What is the opposite of a good name? 

 

Story and discussion questions  

Mrs. Snell gave clear instructions in class for 

everyone to do his or her own homework. 

That evening, Julie spent all her time 

watching TV and didn’t get her homework 

finished. Shortly before class the next 

morning, Julie asked Jill if she could copy 

her paper. Reluctantly, Jill said yes. In class 

Mrs. Snell collected the papers and noticed 

that Julie's and Jill's were identical.  

1. What would you do if you were the 

teacher? 

2. Do you think that this incident would 

cause Mrs. Snell to lose respect for Julie 

and Jill? Explain.  

3. If the teacher tells Jill’s parents, what do 

you think they should do to Jill? 

4. If you were Jill, how would you feel 

toward your friend Julie, especially if the 

teacher confronted you about cheating?  

5. When one person does something wrong 

and another person says, "Your name is 

mud", what does that mean? (the first 

person now has a BAD reputation) 

 

More discussion questions 

1. Read Proverbs 22:1. What does it teach 

about a good name?  

2. Why should a person want a good name 

more than silver or gold? 

3. One way a person can earn a good name 

is by being honest? Name other godly 

qualities that help a person earn a good 

reputation. (being dependable, keeping 

secrets, working hard, being friendly, 

showing respect) 

4. When people go to a new school or job, 

others form opinions about them quickly. 

What things can earn a person a bad 

name? (lying, cheating, gossiping, being 

unfriendly, being mean, poor morals) 

5. Many young people want certain 

reputations. Some want to be known as 

being cool or as jocks. Some girls want to 

be known as foxes. Some kids want to be 

known as the class brain or clown. Others 

want a reputation for nice clothes or a hot 

car. Do these things earn a person a good 

name in God's eyes? Explain? 

6. How does a person earn a good reputation 

in God's eyes? (In God's eyes we are all 

sinners, but we can be known as people 

after God's own heart. This does not 

come from having certain skills, beauty 

or money. It comes from living in 

accordance with God's principles and 

standards.)   

7. Why do things like lying, stealing, 

cheating, betraying a confidence, 

backstabbing, or poor morals, damage a 

person's reputation. (if someone lies, 

cheats, or steals he or she loses the trust 

of those around them) 



8. Who do you know who has a good name? 

What godly qualities do they exhibit?  

9. Who do you know who has a bad 

reputation? How did they earn it?  

10. If a person gets a bad name, can he do 

anything to change it? Explain. 

11. How does the following statement relate 

to keeping a good name? "People will 

forgive, but often won't forget." (if you do 

something to get a bad name, people may 

forgive you but may not trust you for a 

long time until they feel you have proven 

yourself trustworthy)   

12. Do you think it is fair that one mistake 

can ruin a person’s reputation?  

13. What is meant by the phrase, "Your 

reputation will follow you"?  

14. In your opinion do young people care 

about having a good reputation? Explain. 

15. It takes a hundred good things to earn a 

good name but it only takes one bad thing 

to destroy it. Do you agree? Have you 

seen this to be true in life?  

16. Have you ever known anyone whose 

reputation changed from bad to good or 

good to bad? If so, what changed it? 

17. How can a person’s behavior affect his 

family’s name? Give an example. 

18. How is a person's reputation affected if he 

hangs around the wrong people?  

19. In Proverbs 22:1, how is favor related to 

a good name. (if a person has a good 

name, he will earn the favor of others) 

20. How can Christians harm God’s 

reputation? (by claiming to be Christians 

and then doing something that a true 

Christian would not do) 

21. In 2 Samuel 12:14 the prophet Nathan 

said to David, “However, because by this 

deed you have given occasion to the 

enemies of the Lord to blaspheme...” In 

essence, Nathan told David that David’s 

sin caused people to despise and speak ill 

of God because David claimed to be a 

follower of God, yet didn’t act like it. To 

what sin is Nathan referring?  

22. How can Christians enhance God’s 

reputation? (by living godly lives) 

 

Application  

1. Have you been trying to build a good 

reputation for yourself? If so, how?.  

2. Do you think you have a good name in 

the eyes of others? Why or why not? 

3. Even though King David in the Bible did 

some awful things, he was known as a 

man after God’s own heart. In other 

words he had a reputation for trusting in 

and following God. Do you think that 

God looks upon you as a person after His 

own heart? Why or why not? 

4. Do you have any areas where you 

struggle with being godly? Explain. 

5. If you have a good name, what are you 

doing to protect it?  

6. If you have a bad name, what are you 

doing to change it? 

7. Even if you never lie, cheat, steal, gossip, 

etc., why is it important that you are 

friendly and helpful in order to have a  

good reputation? 

8. Proverbs 22:1 says that having favor 

(which comes from having a good name) 

is better than silver and gold. If a person 

has a bad reputation, how much money 

would it take to buy a good reputation? 

(No amount of money can buy a person a 

good reputation. A good reputation is 

earned, not bought. It is priceless.) 

 

Activities  

1. Sit in a circle. Go around the circle and 

have everyone say one thing about the 

person on their left that they notice is 

helping that person build a good 

reputation. For example, Joan might say 

about Bob, “Bob, I’ve always known you 

to be an honest person. That has given 

you a good name in my eyes.”  

2. Memorize Proverbs 22:1. Make a puzzle 

out of the words and put it together for 

time. See who can do it the fastest.  

3. Close in prayer asking God to help you 

build and keep a good name. 

 

Notes: 
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C. Losey - Clear View Books 



 

A Good Name 
 

A good reputation earned                                      

by living a godly life. 
 

Proverbs 22:1 (NASB)   
“A good name is to be more desired than great wealth,                                                

favor is better than silver and gold.”  
 

 

Opposite—A Bad Name 

 

A Good Name 
 

A good reputation earned                                      

by living a godly life. 
 

Proverbs 22:1 (NASB)   
“A good name is to be more desired than great wealth,                                                

favor is better than silver and gold.”  
 

 

Opposite—A Bad Name 

 

A Good Name 
 

A good reputation earned                                      

by living a godly life. 
 

Proverbs 22:1 (NASB)   
“A good name is to be more desired than great wealth,                                                

favor is better than silver and gold.”  
 

 

Opposite—A Bad Name 


