
 

Good Listener 
 

A person who listens carefully  

to God and others. 
 

James 1:19,20 (NASB)  
“This you know, my beloved brethren. But everyone must be            

quick to hear, slow to speak and slow to anger; for the         

anger of man does not achieve the righteousness of God.”  
 

 

Opposite—Inattentive 

Start here - 

1. Memorize the definition.  

2. Memorize James 1:19,20. 

3. What is the opposite of a good listener? 

 

Story and discussion questions  

Tanya was excited to talk about cheerleading.  

When she arrived home after practice, her 

dad was busy watching TV. As Tanya shared 

with him she felt a bit frustrated because he 

didn't take his eyes off of the set and only 

grunted a few times, “Uh Huh, Yep and 

Hmmm.” Tanya finally stopped talking and 

walked away. Her dad was still glued to the 

TV and didn't even notice her 

disappointment.  
  

1. What was her dad's problem? 

2. What could he have done to be a better 

listener? 

3. What could Tanya have done to help her 

dad be a better listener? 

4. Why is it important to listen carefully to: 

other people? Give examples.   

5. How does a person listen to God?  (inner  

promptings, prayer, Bible study, sermons) 

6. When does God sometimes prompt us 

through the Holy Spirit? (when we are 

about to do something we shouldn’t do) 

7. Would the Holy Spirit ever prompt us to 

do something contrary to the teachings of 

the Bible? Explain. (No! God would not 

prompt us to do something that would 

contradict the teaching of His Word.) 

8. What are other words for "listen?"  (be 

attentive, hear, pay attention to)  

9. What picture would you use to illustrate a 

good listener?  Why? (a doctor listening 

to someone’s heart through a 

stethoscope)  
 

Bible verses and more discussion 

The primary word in Scripture used for 

listening is “hearing.”   

1. According to the Proverbs 1:8,9, who are 

children to hear/listen to? (parents) 

2. According to Proverbs 4:10, what is one 

benefit children can get from listening to 

their parents? (they will live longer)  

3. Why will listening to parents often help a 

child live longer? (it will keep them from 

doing something that can harm them like 

speeding while driving) 

4. Many times in Scripture people are told 

to "Hear the Word of the Lord." (Is 1:10, 

Jer 2:4) What does this phrase mean?  

(people are to listen to and obey God)  

5. If God was not a good listener what 

problems might that cause? (no answered 

prayer, no intervention on our behalf) 

6. How do you feel when other people don't 

listen carefully to you? Can you think of 

an example when this happened to you?  

7. Who do you know who is a good listener? 

What specifically to they do? 

8. How can the following things help a 

person be a better listener? Discuss each 

one and give examples.  



 eye contact (look at the person...) 

 body language (don’t fidget...)  

 facial expressions (look interested...) 

 appropriate feedback (ask questions…) 

9. What other things can you think of that 

help a person be a good listener? 

10. God gave us one mouth and two ears.  

What might He be trying to tell us about 

the amount we should talk and listen? 

11. What does Proverbs 18:13 teach about 

being a good listener? 

12. Read James 1:19,20. What do these 

verses teach about listening? 

13. Read 1 Samuel 3:1-19. In this passage, 

what did Samuel learn about listening to 

God? What can we learn from this?  

 

Application  

1. How can you personally improve your 

listening skills in the following areas:  

 eye contact (look at people when they 

talk with you. Give them good eye contact 

without staring) 

 facial expressions (smile and look 

interested in what they are saying. Don’t 

make strange faces or roll your eyes.) 

 body language (be relaxed as you talk 

with people. Don’t yawn. Don’t sigh. 

Don’t tap your foot or squirm as if you 

wanted them to stop.) 

 feedback (listen carefully enough that 

you can give them verbal feedback from 

time to time that let’s them know that you 

are hearing and understanding what they 

are saying.) 

2. What are some of the things you think 

that you need to work on to become a 

better listener? 

3. Write out a specific plan on how you can 

be a better listener. 

 

Activities  

1. Twice, for approximately one minute, 

have one person tell another person about 

an exciting experience—something that 

happened at work, at school, at home, on 

a trip, or with a friend. Have the rest of 

the group watch and evaluate the 

listener's "listening skills". The first time 

have the person who is listening show 

poor listening skills. The second time 

have them use good listening skills. Let 

each person have the opportunity to be a 

presenter and a listener. Talk about what 

each person did that enhanced or 

detracted from his or her listening. 

2. Have a person read the following 

paragraph to another person, then have 

the other person answer the brief 

questions to see how well they listened. 

Paragraph—My friend, Samantha 

Wilder, was a great soft ball player, hiker 

and skier. But sadly last week while 

hiking she tripped over a rock and fell 

and broke her right ankle and cut her left 

elbow which needed three stitches. 

Fortunately she was hiking with her 

friend, Alice, who was able to help her 

hobble to her blue Ford Mustang. They 

drove to Mercy Hospital where Dr. Shoe 

put a cast on her ankle and sewed up her 

elbow. It is going to be a least eight 

weeks before she gets her cast off.        

Questions— 
 What was the girl’s name who was hurt? 

 What color was her car? 

 What was the Drs. name? 

 How many stitches did Samantha need? 

 What was her friend’s name? 

 What were Samantha’s injuries?    

3. Memorize James 1:19,20. Make a puzzle 

of it and take turns putting it together.  

For fun, time each other.  

4. Display the top portion of this life quality 

in your home for a week and try to read it 

each day. 

5. Practice good listening skills this week. 

6. Close in prayer asking God to help you be 

a good listener. 

 

Notes: 

Good Listener 

   C. Losey - Clear View Books 
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