
 

God-Fearing 
 

Having a deep respect for God                       

that causes a person to live for Him. 
 

Proverbs 3:7 (NASB)  
“Do not be wise in your own eyes;                                       

fear the Lord and turn away from evil.”  

 

Opposite—Despising, ignoring or taking God for granted 

Start here  

1. Memorize the definition of God-fearing. 

2. Memorize Proverbs 3:7. 

3. What is the opposite of God-fearing? 

 

Story and discussion questions  

Bill had never flown on an airliner. Soon he 

would fly to visit his cousin in New York.  

He had heard stories about plane crashes and 

was scared. He didn't want to act afraid but 

his stomach felt sick every time he thought 

about his upcoming trip.  

  

1. Are Bill's fears justified?   

2. As a friend, what would you tell Bill?   

3. Name things that people sometimes fear? 

(the dark, spiders, dogs, cancer, death)   

4. Why do people fear certain things? (They 

think the things will hurt them. Sometimes 

people are afraid of things because of a 

traumatic experience from their past. For 

example, if a child was attacked by a dog, 

he may go through life being afraid of 

dogs.) 

5. How can people overcome their fears? 

(They can give their fears to God in 

prayer and ask Him to take those fears 

away. They can also confront their fears. 

For example, if they are afraid of dogs 

they can choose to be around nice dogs 

until they begin to realize that most dogs 

are friendly and won’t hurt them. They 

can go to counseling.) 

6. Has there been anything in your past that 

caused you to have fear? Were you able 

to overcome your fear? If so, how did you 

overcame it? 

7. Sometimes fear can cause us to be 

cautious, and protect us from harm. For 

example a healthy fear of heights can 

keep us from getting too close to a cliff. 

Can you name any other healthy fears? 

8. Someone said, “90 % of the things we 

fear will never happen; the other 10 % 

can be handled.” Do you agree? Explain.  

9. According to Psalms 34:4 who can 

deliver us from our fears? According to 

this verse how can a person be delivered?  

(by seeking the Lord) 

10. Fear often causes a person great anxiety 

and worry. How could the truth of 

Philippians 4:6,7 help a person overcome 

anxiety?  

 

Read the following paragraph and answer 

the discussion questions -  
God does not want us to live in fear of the 

things around us. Instead He wants us to trust 

Him. For example, some people are afraid to 

go swimming because they think they might 

drown. Others are afraid of cats because they 

fear being scratched. General caution is good, 

but when caution becomes unreasonable fear, 

it is not good. If someone fears the water, he 

or she should take swimming lessons and 

work at overcoming their fear by giving it to 

God. On the other hand, the Bible tells people 

to fear God. This means not only having a 



deep respect for God, but also realizing that 

He is all powerful and can protect us if we 

trust in Him, and discipline us if we don’t. 

Our deep respect for God will motivate us to 

do the things that please Him, and to avoid 

things that don’t. 

 

1. Why should people have a deep respect 

for God? (because of His awesome power 

and love. He made everything and has the 

power of life and death.) 

2. How can a person understand the fear of 

the Lord according to Proverbs 2:1-5? 

 

Bible verses and discussion questions 

1. What do the following verses teach about 

what it means to fear the Lord? 

 Psalm 34:11-14 (don't speak evil, depart 

from evil, do good, seek peace) 

 Proverbs 3:7 (don't be wise in your own 

eyes, depart from evil) 

 Proverbs 8:13 (hate evil: pride, 

arrogance and the evil way) 

 Proverbs 23:17 (don't envy sinners) 

4. According to Proverbs 14:2, how can a 

person tell if someone fears or does not 

fear God? 

5. According to the following verses, what 

benefits come to those who fear the Lord? 

 Psalm 33:18,19  

 Psalm 34:7-9  

 Psalm 103:11-13,17 

 Psalm 145:19 

 Psalm 147:11 

 Proverbs 10:27 

 Proverbs 13:13  

 Proverbs 14:26-27 

 Proverbs 15:16  

 Proverbs 19:23  

6. Read Proverbs 9:10 and Proverbs 15:33.  

How do wisdom and fear of the Lord 

relate to each other? (fear of the Lord is 

the beginning and instruction of wisdom) 

7. Read Psalm 5:7.  How should fear and 

reverence for the Lord relate to worship? 

(if we fear God we should worship Him)    

8. According to Revelation 19:5 what 

should God-fearing people do? (praise 

God) 

9. In Matthew 10:28, why did Jesus tell us 

to fear God and not men? 

10. How valuable is the fear of the Lord 

according to Proverbs 15:16? 

 

Application   

1. What is your greatest fear? Do you think 

it is justified? 

2. Have you been able to overcome your 

fears? Has God helped you? Explain. 

3. Have you ever feared that God might 

punish you if you sinned? If so, is this a 

proper attitude? Explain. (God loves us 

but may discipline us if we sin) 

4. Has the fear of the Lord ever kept you 

from sinning? Explain. 

5. Do you fear God and have a deep respect 

for His power? If so, what evidence is 

there in your life to support your claim? 

6. If a person truly fear God it will show in 

righteous living.  Does your life reflect 

obedience to biblical principles? Give 

examples.   

 

Activities  

1. Memorize Proverbs 3:7. Make a puzzle of 

it and put it together for time. 

2. Write a letter to God expressing to Him 

how awesome He is and how much you 

respect and love Him. Put the letter in 

your Bible and read it now and then. 

3. Display this Life Quality in your home 

for the next week.  

4. Close in prayer asking God to help you 

have a deep reverence for Him. 

 

Notes: 

God-Fearing 

   C. Losey - Clear View Books 
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