
 
 

Good Friendship Skills 
 

Being good at making and keeping friends. 

 
Proverbs 17:17 (NASB)  

“A friend loves at all times,                                                

and a brother is born for adversity.”  

 

Opposite—Poor Friendship Skills  

Start here  

1. Memorize the definition of friendship. 

2. Memorize Proverbs 17:17. 

3. What is the opposite of good friendship 

skills? 
 

Read the story and answer the questions  

Jacqueline's family just moved to town and 

she will enter fifth grade.  "J" wants to make 

friends quickly at her new school but feels 

like an outsider. Most of her class has been 

together since kindergarten. As the first day 

of school approaches, “J” feels increasingly 

nervous about whether or not she’ll be able to 

make friends at her new school. 

 

1. If you were a good friend of Jacqueline’s 

from her last school, what advise would 

you give her about making friends at her 

new school. 

2. How does a person make and keep 

friends? (Making and keeping friends 

takes time and effort. Friendship often 

begins with common interests or 

experiences. For example, if a new 

student gets involved in a school club or 

sports team, he may make new friends 

there. Sometimes when moving to a new 

area, a person will make new friends at a 

new church. Having Christian friends is a 

good thing and takes a lot of work!) 

3. What are hindrances to making and 

keeping friends? (Being too busy, 

disloyalty, being perceived as too 

emotionally needy, being too possessive 

of friends, gossiping about friends...) 

4. What good or bad may come from 

becoming friends with someone else's 

friend? (Someone else’s friend may be 

threatened by you becoming their friend’s 

friend. However, once you become part of 

a group, you often become friends with 

others in the group.)  

 

Bible verses and discussion questions 

1. What is taught in Proverbs 19:4-7 about 

friendship and money? (If a person has 

money, many people may want to be his 

friend, but it may turn out not to be true 

friendship. If a person has no money he 

may find that others turn away from him. 

It shouldn’t be this way, but often is.) 

2. Give examples of how money can 

influence friendships. (The guy with the 

new car may get more dates. A guy may 

try to buy a girl's friendship.) 

3. Do you think that money should influence 

friendships? Does it? Why or why not?  

4. What is the difference between a fair-

weather friend and a true friend? Give an 

example. How does Pr 17:17 apply? 

5. Good friends like to spend time together.  

Can people spend too much time 

together? How does the phrase, 

"familiarity breeds contempt," apply?  

How does Pr 25:17 relate to spending 

time together? Explain. 

6. What does Pr 27:6 have to do with 



friendships? Give an example. (A friend 

might tell you the truth about something 

to help you even if it hurts. An enemy 

might say that everything is fine even 

when it is not.) 

7. Explain Proverbs 18:24 in your own 

words. How is it possible for a person 

with many friends to come to ruin?  

8. In your opinion, what are the various 

levels of friendship? (Best friends, close 

friends, casual friends…) 

9. What do you think is the quickest way to 

destroy or build a friendship?  

10. What do the following verses teach about 

friendship? Give examples. 

 Pr 16:28 (gossip destroys friendships) 

 Pr 17:9 (Don't talk to others about a 

friend's sin. Keep it a secret.) 

 Pr 27:9 (a friend's counsel can be very 

helpful) 

 Pr 27:10 (Don't forsake family friends.  

Don't ruin friendships.) 

 Pr 27:14 (loud talk early in the morning 

can be harmful to friendships) 

 Pr 27:17 (friends can build up each other) 

10. What is taught about friendship in James 

4:4? What it meant by "a friend of the 

world"? (a friend of the world is someone 

who accepts and enjoys the corrupt world 

system and makes its values his values) 

 

Application  

1. In your opinion, are you a good friend? 

To whom? 

2. Have you ever counseled a friend? What 

did you tell him or her? 

3. What would you tell a friend in the 

following situations? 

 a friend tells you that a classmate is 

gossiping about her  

 your friend has a rip in the seat of his 

pants and doesn't know it 

 a friend says she needs to copy your 

homework in order to pass English 

4. Have you ever had someone be a fair-

weather friend to you? Explain. 

5. Has a friend ever hurt you? Were you 

able to heal the friendship? 

6. What things do you do to make and keep 

friends? What works best? 

7. On a separate sheet of paper, write down 

5 do's and 5 don'ts regarding friendship. 

8. Who is one of your good friends? List 

three things you like about the person. 

9. What do you think it is about you that 

your friends like?   

10. Have you ever seen a friendship ruined. 

What happened? 

11. Have you ever seen a friendship healed 

after tough times? Explain.  

12. Who do you know who makes friends 

easily? What is it that makes it easy for 

him or her to make and keep friends? Do 

you think you have the same qualities?  

13. Are you a good friend to Jesus? Why or 

why not? How could you be a better 

friend to Him? 

 

Activities  

1. Call someone on the phone and tell them 

you appreciate him or her. Perhaps do a 

family call to a grandparent. 

2. Write a note to one of your friends and 

tell them how much you appreciate them. 

3. Call a senior citizen from church just to 

say hi and let them know you are thinking 

of them. 

4. Make plans to invite a person or family 

over for dinner or dessert this week. 

5. Call a friend and invite them to go on a 

walk with you. On your walk spend time 

talking. If they are agreeable, spend some 

time praying. 

6. Think of someone in your church who 

might be lonely. Reach out to them by 

dropping by a plate of cookies.  

7. Memorize Proverbs 17:17. Make a puzzle 

and put it together for time. 

8. Display this Life Quality in your home 

for the next week. 

9. Close in prayer asking God to help you be 

a friendly person who works hard at 

making and keeping friends. 

 

Notes: 

Good Friendship Skills 

   C. Losey - Clear View Books 
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