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Bibliology 
 

Under the major division of the doctrine of the Bible, I believe: 
 
SCRIPTURE’S SOURCE 

1. God has made Himself known to man in different ways. 
a. Generally, He has revealed Himself through creation and nature 

(Ps 19:1-4, Rm 1:18-20). 
b. Specifically, He has revealed Himself through His Word, the 

Bible, and His Son, Jesus (1 Thes 2:13, Jn 1:1-14, Heb 1:1-2). 
2. Scripture actually came to man according to the following: 

a. Revelation – God’s activity of revealing His truth to the minds of 
certain men (2 Pt 1:20,21). 

b. Inspiration – God’s activity through the Holy Spirit of 
superintending men as they recorded His truth in human 
language so that the original manuscripts were without error             
(2 Tm 3:16, 2 Pt 1:21). 

3. God’s inspiration of Scripture was verbal (included actual language 
forms) and plenary (extended to all parts of Scripture (2 Tm 3:16)). 

 
SCRIPTURE’S CHARACTER 
Scripture is: 

1. Inerrant – without error (2 Tm 3:16, Jn 3:33, Rm 3:4). 
2. Infallible – incapable of error (Titus 1:2). 
3. Complete in regard to a believer’s faith and practice (2 Tm 3:15-17,   

Jn 20:30,31). 
4. Understandable with the Holy Spirit’s help (1 Jn 2:20-27) 
5. Living (Heb 4:12, 1 Pet 1:23, Jn 6:63). 
6. Authoritative – Thus says the Lord (1 Thes 1:5). 
7. Genuine – not forged (2 Tm 3:16). 
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SCRIPTURE’S EXTENT 
The Scriptures are comprised of 39 Old Testament books ad 27 New 
Testament books. These 66 books form the closed canon (2 Tm 3:15-17, 
Deut 4:2, Rev 22:18-19) 
 
SCRIPTURE’S APPLICATION 

1. The Holy Spirit has the ministry of enlightening the minds of believers 
to understand and apply Scripture to their lives (1 Cor 2:14) 

2. Scripture can be active in the lives of the unbeliever and the believer. 
a. With regard to the unsaved, Scripture can: 

i. Aid in salvation (Jn 5:24) 
ii. Aid in judgment (Jn 12:48) 

b. With regard to the saved, Scripture can: 
i. Aid in cleansing (Jn 17:17-19) 

ii. Aid in perfecting (1 Jn 2:5) 
iii. Aid in edification (Ac 20:32) 

3. Scripture must be interpreted with a Historical (Historical context is 
important), Grammatical (Words and their relationships are 
important), and Literal (The natural meaning is important) 
hermeneutic (Way of interpretation) (2 Tm 2:15). 

4. The Bible is the believer’s only authority for faith and conduct            
(Jn 20:30-31, Js 1:25). 

5. The Scripture is the focus of all teaching ministries of the church          
(Ac 20:27-32, 2 Tm 4:1-5, Heb 5:12). 
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Theology Proper 
 

Under the major division of the Doctrine of God, I believe: 
 
GOD’S EXISTENCE 

1. God’s existence is self-existence (Jn 1:1-3. 5:26, 8:58, Rev 1:8, 4:8). 
2. God exists as a personal being with self-consciousness and self-

determination (Ex 3:14, Heb 11:6). 
 

GOD’S NATURE 
1. God is an immaterial substance (pure Spirit – Jn 4:24, Is 31:3, Heb 12:9). 
2. He is non-corporeal (Is 31:3, Lk 24:39). 
3. He is invisible (1 Tm 1:17, 6:16, Rm 1:20, Col 1:15, Jn 1:18). 
4. He is incorruptible and immortal (Rm 1:23, 1 Tm 1:17, Lk 20:36). 
5. He is unknowable or incomprehensible in His essence (Jn 1:18). 
6. He is living and has all the functions of consciousness (i.e. thought, 

emotion, will, feeling – Jn 5:26). 
 

GOD’S ATTRIBUTES 
1. God has incommunicable attributes. 

a. Self-existence – Aseity. God’s state of being is self-derived or 
self-originated. (Ex 3:14, 6:3). 

b. Simplicity – God does not have parts. He is qualitatively one      
(Jn 4:24). 

c. Unity – He is a numerical unity. He is quantitatively one              
(Jn 1:1-3, Gen 1:1). 

d. Uniqueness – There is nothing and no one like Him (Is 44:6, Jn 
17:3, 1 Tm 1:17). 

e. Immutability – He does not change in essence or nature 
although He does change in manifestation (Ex 32:10-14, Jonah 
3:10) 

f. Infinity – God is free of all limits except self-limitations (Ps 40:5, 
Jer 32:27. God’s infinity includes being: 

i. Infinitely perfect (Mt 5:48). 
ii. Eternal (Deut 33:27, Ps 90:2). 
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iii. Omnipresent (Ps 139:7-12) 
2. God has communicable attributes: 

a. Holiness – Perfection whereby He wills and maintains His own 
moral excellence, hates sin, and demands purity in His creatures 
(Ex 15:11, Is 6:3). 

b. Justice – Fairness whereby He treats His creatures in conformity 
to His nature (Rev 20:11-15). 

c. Love – God giving Himself to others for their blessedness            
(1 Jn 4:7-10, 1 Cor 13:8). 

d. Goodness – which disposes Him to kindness. This includes grace, 
mercy and patience (Ps 119:68, Ps 25:7,8). 

e. Veracity – The perfection of God by virtue of which His being 
conforms absolutely with the ideal Godhead. This includes His 
truthfulness and faithfulness (Jn 17:3, Ex 34:6). 

f. Omnipotence – The quality of God whereby He is able to 
perform anything consistent with His nature as God                                   
(Gen 18:14, Jer 32:7). 

g. Omniscience – The quality of God whereby He knows Himself 
and all things possible and actual (1 Sam 2:3, Jb 12:13). 

h. Wisdom – God’s application of His knowledge to attain His ends 
in a way that glorifies Him most (Jude 25, Ps 19:1-7). 

i. Sovereignty – The quality of God which refers to His absolute 
self-determination (Eph 1:11, Pr 21:1, Mt 10:29). 

j. Spirituality – God is a Spirit (Jn 4:24). 
 
GOD’S DECREE 

1. God has decreed all things in the physical and spiritual universe to the 
counsel of His will for His own glory (Eph 1). 

2. God’s decree shows His nature and works (Eph 3:11, Mt 10:29,30). 
3. God’s decree has the following characteristics. It is: 

a. Eternal (2 Tm 1:9). 
b. Wise (Rm 11:33). 
c. Free (Rm 11:36). 
d. Unconditional (Is 46:10). 
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e. All inclusive (Ac 17:26, Eph 2:10, Pr 16:40. 
f. Immutable (Ps 33:11). 
g. Permissive with regard to sin (Ps 78:29). 

4. The three major manifestations of the decree are creation, 
providence, and redemption (1 Cor 8:6, Ps 2:7-9, Is 53:10, Eph 1;3-6). 

 
GOD’S TRIUNITY 

1. God is one in respect to His essence or nature. There is only one divine 
nature and thus only one God (Deut 6:4, Jn 10:30). 

2. God is three in respect to persons. In the divine essence there are 
three separate subsistences (Mt 28:19, 2 Cor 13:14). 

3. Although there is no chronological order in the Trinity and on 
subordination of one member to another, there is a functional or 
economic order. 

a. All things are out of (ek) the father. He is the author or source of 
all things (1 Cor 8:6a). 

b. All things are through (dia) the Son. He is the mediator, bringing 
all things to pass (1 Cor 8:6a). 

c. All things are done in or by means of (en, apo) the Spirit. He 
makes all things known and applies them (1 Pt 1:21). 

4. Certain works are related more particularly to one person of the  
Trinity than to the others: 

a. Creation is primarily ascribed to God the Father (1 Cor 8:6). 
b. Redemption is primarily ascribed to God the Son (Mt 1:21). 
c. Sanctification is primarily ascribed to God the Spirit (Eph 5:18). 

5. Even with what we in our finite minds can know about the Trinity, it is 
still inscrutable. We cannot totally comprehend its amazing truth.  
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Satanology 
 

Under the major division of the Doctrine of Satan, I believe: 
 
SATAN’S ORIGIN AND NATURE 

1. He was created by God a finite yet morally perfect being (Ez 28:14,15). 
2. He was created of the highest rank of all creatures (Jude 8,9). 
3. He is a spirit being of the order of the cherubim (Ez 28:14). 
4. He is a personal being with intellect (Lk 4:1-12, will (Rev 20:7-9), and 

emotion (Is 14:2-15). 
5. He possesses great power, wisdom and beauty (Job 1:12, Ez 28:12) 
6. He was in God’s presence (Ez 28:14). 

 
SATAN’S FALL 

1. His sin involving the five “I wills” of Isaiah 14 was a sin of pride and 
unbelief (Is 14:13,14). 

2. His sin resulted in his fall from heaven and the beginning of his 
judgment (Ez 28:16-19). 

3. As a result of his sin, Satan became a confirmed sinner (1 Jn 3:8). 
4. After his fall Satan’s activities are limited to the earth                             

(Jb 1, Eph 6:11,12, Ez 28:16). 
 
SATAN’S WORK AND JUDGMENT 

1. His Work in Relation to Christ: 
a. Satan tempted Christ hoping to make Him fall (Mt 4:1-11). 
b. He used Peter to try to turn Jesus from the cross (Mt 16:21-33). 
c. He incited Jewish leaders to try to destroy Christ (Jn 8:40-44). 
d. He entered Judas to betray Christ (Jn 13:27). 

2. His Work in Relation to God: 
a. He tries to counterfeit the work of God (2 Cor 11:14,15). 
b. He is diametrically opposed to God (Gen 3:4,5). 
c. He will energize leaders during the Tribulation (2 Th 2:9). 
d. Ironically Satan is used of God to accomplish His purposes           

(2 Cor 5:5, 12:7). 
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3. His Work in Relation to  Israel: 
a. He has an intense desire to destroy Israel (Rev 12). 
b. Anti-Semitism is related to and motivated by Satan (like Esther). 

4. His Work in Relation to Nations: 
a. He deceives the nations (Rev 20:1-3). 
b. He gathers the nations at Armageddon (Rev 16:13-16). 

5. His Work in Relation to Non-believers: 
a. He blinds them to the gospel (2 Cor 4:3,4). 
b. He snatches the Word from their hearts (Mt 13:4,19). 
c. He uses the unsaved to oppose God’s work (Ac 13:8-10). 
d. He places evil in the hearts of non-believers (1 Jn 3:8,12). 
e. He uses men to advance false religion (2 Cor 11:11-15). 

6. His Work in Relation to Believers: 
a. He attacks Christians at every point of faith (Eph 6). 
b. He trys to destroy fellowship (2 Cor 2:10,11). 
c. He tempts believers to sin: 

i. To lie (Ac 5:3). 
ii. To commit immorality (1 Cor 7:5). 
iii. To be prideful (1 Tm 3:6-8). 
iv. To have a bad thought-life (2 Cor 11:2,3). 

d. He hinders the work of Christians (1 Th 2:18). 
e. He sows tares among believers (Mt 13:38,39). 
f. He incites persecution against believers (Rev 2:10). 
g. He accuses believers before the Father ( Job 1:2, Rev 12:10). 

7. His Judgment: 
a. He was judged at the cross and defeated (Jn 12:31). 
b. During the Tribulation he will be cast out of heaven and take up  

a violent attack against Israel on earth (Rev 12:7-9:17). 
c. He will be chained in the abyss for 1000 years during the 

Millennial Kingdom (Rev 20:1-3). 
d. He will be ultimately defeated and cast into the Lake of Fire              

(Rev 20:10) along with the rest of the fallen angels. 
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Angelology 
 

Under the major division of the Doctrine of Angels, I believe: 
 
THE ORIGIN OF ANGELS 

1. Angels were created by God (Col 1:16). 
2. They were created before the material world (Job 38:4-7) probably 

early on the first day of creation. 
3. They were probably created simultaneously (Mt 22:30). 
4. The angels who turned from God probably did so after the 6th day of 

creation (Gen 1:31). 
 
THE NATURE OF ANGLES 

1. They are spirit beings (Heb 1:14). 
2. They are incorporeal (Heb 1:14) although they can take on physical 

form (Gen18:1-19:1). 
3. They are innumerable (Heb 12:22) and immortal (Lk 20:36). 
4. They are personal beings with intellect (Eph 3:10), will (Is 14:12-15), 

and emotions (Lk 15:10). 
5. They are above the sphere of men (Ps 8:4,5). 

 
THE LIMITATIONS OF ANGELS 

1. They do not procreate (Mt 22:30). 
2. They are not omniscient even though they have great knowledge    

(Mt 24:16). 
3. They are not omnipotent although they have great power (Ps 103:20). 
4. Men are not to worship angels (Col 2:18). Angels are not divine. 
5. Evil angels (demons) cannot possess a believer (Ac 5:3). 
6. Evil angels cannot violate the will of an intended victim (Mt 12:43). 

 
THE ACTIVITY OF ANGELS 

1. The Ministry of Righteous Angels: 
a. They are “mighty ones” who serve God and do His bidding        

(Ps 103:20). 
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b. They worship God constantly in heaven (Is 6:1-3, Rev 5:11,12). 
c. They minister by guarding people (Ps 91:11-12). 
d. They are God’s messengers who deliver important information   

(Mt 1:20,21). 
e. They rejoice when a person is saved (Lk 15:10). 
f. They are spectators in the church (1 Cor 11:10, Eph 3:10). 
g. They are involved in answering prayer (Dan 10:12, Ac 10:1-8). 
h. They may function as guardians (Mt 18:10). 
i. They aid in the ministry, especially evangelism (Ac 8:26). 
j. They are involved in the death of a believer in carrying him into 

God’s presence (Lk 16:22, Jude 9). 
k. They are involved with judgment of the wicked (Mt 13:39-42). 
l. They are involved in the affairs of nations (Dan 10:12,13). 
m. They had and will continue to have an extensive ministry to 

Christ (Lk 2:13, Ac 1:10, 1 Thes 4:16, Mt 25:31). 
2. The Work of Unrighteous Angels: 

a. They seek to become embodied to exercise maximum control 
(Mk 5:1-13, Lk 11:24-26). 

b. Their vast numbers and influence make Satan appear to be 
omnipotent, omniscient and omnipresent (Lk 8:30, Eph 6:11,12). 

c. They can cause physical/mental harm (Mt 9:33, 12:22; Lk 5:4-5). 
d. They may lead men to immorality (1 Tm 4:1-30). 
e. They give out false doctrine (1 Jn 4:1-3). 
f. They are capable of miracles and other supernatural activities 

(Rev 13:12-15, Ac 16:16-18). 
g. They encourage idolatry (Rev 9:20). 
h. They influence the governments of nations (Eph 6:12). 
i. Their activity will increase in the end times prior to Christ’s 2nd 

Coming (Rev 16:11-14). 
j. They oppose Christians in their spiritual lives (Eph 6:11,12). 
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THE DESTINY OF ANGELS 
1. The Destiny of Righteous Angels: 

a. During the Tribulation they worship God as sovereign and Christ 
as Savior (Rev 4:1-11, 5:8-11, 7:1). 

b. They will be with the Lord at His 2nd Advent (Mt 25:31). 
c. They are elect and will enter the eternal state (1 Tm 5:21, 1 Cor 

15:24,28). 
2. The Destiny of Fallen Angels: 

a. Some are presently bound in Tartarus (2 Pt 2:4). 
b. They will be temporarily kept in the abyss (Rev 9:1-11). 
c. Ultimately they will be thrown into the Lake of Fire (Mt 25:41). 

3. The destiny of all angels will be to be judged by the saints (1 Cor 6:1). 
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Hamartiology 
 

Under the major division of the Doctrine of Sin, I believe: 
 
THE MEANING OF SIN 

1. Sin, in its broadest sense, is transgressing God’s Law. The word literally 
means “missing the mark” like when shooting at a target and not 
hitting the bullseye. 

2. Sin, in a more narrow sense, is human’s willful and intentional decision 
to disobey God by refusing to obey His revealed precepts. 

 
THE ORIGIN OF SIN 

1. God is not the responsible author of sin (Is 6:1). 
2. Sin has a pre-human origin in the angelic realm with the fall of Satan 

(Ex 28). 
3. Sin entered the human race through Adam (Gen 3). 

 
THE CHARACTER OF SIN 

1. Sin may be intentional or unintentional (Num 15:27-30). 
2. Sin may be by omission or commission (Js 4:17, Ac 5:3). 
3. The act of sinning follows the logical order – desires, intentions, 

deliberations, willing and bodily action (Js 1). 
4. Factors that work to drive this order are deception, pride, disbelief, 

and disobedience (Gen 3). 
5. This order becomes sin at the “willing” stage (Pr 23:7). 
6. Sin stems primarily from problems in the intellect rather than the will 

(exercising choice) or the emotions (faculty to feel) because the 
intellect has intentions (Gen 6:5). 

 
THE RESULT OF SIN 

1. Sin in the angelic realm resulted in the expulsion of Satan and his 
fallen angels from heaven and the beginning of demon activity                            
(Ex 28, Is 14). 

2. Adam’s sin resulted in: 
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a. The beginning of the plan of redemption (Gen 3:15). 
b. The beginning of the battle of the sexes (Gen 3:16). 
c. The beginning of a cursed earth (Gen 3:17). 
d. The imputation of a sin nature to all mankind (Rm 5:12-14). 
e. Mankind’s total depravity (the extent of sin’s effect, Titus 1:15). 
f. Mankind’s total inability (the degree of sin’s effect , Rm 8:7). 
g. Physical death for all mankind (Gen 2:17). 
h. Spiritual death for all mankind (Gen 3:19). 

 
THE CONSEQUENCES OF SIN 

1. On the Non-Believer: 
a. Alienation and enmity toward God (Is 59:2). 
b. Increased corruption (Rm 1). 
c. Ultimately, eternal separation from God (Rev 20). 

2. On the Believer: 
a. Loss of fellowship (1 Jn 1:6) 
b. Chastisement (Heb 12:11-13). 
c. Barrenness in fruit productivity (Jn 15). 
d. Loss of service opportunities (1 Tm 3). 
e. Possible premature death (1 Cor 11:30). 
f. Loss of reward in heaven (1 Cor 3:5-15). 
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Anthropology 
 

Under the major division of the Doctrine of Man, I believe: 
 
THE ORIGIN OF MAN 
God created the first man, Adam, out of the dust of the earth on the sixth 
day of creation (Gen 1:26-2:7). He created the first woman, Eve, out of 
Adam’s rib (Gen 2:22). Subsequently, all humans have come through 
procreation (Gen 1:28). 
 
THE NATURE OF MAN 

1.  Man was created in God’s image (Gen 1:26,27) with rational                 
(Gen 1:28), moral (Gen 3:6), and spiritual (Gen 2:7) capabilities. 

2. He was created sinless, but with a free will which could choose evil 
(Gen 1:31, 2:16,17). 

3. Man was created with two substances, material and immaterial (1Thes 
5:23, Heb 4:12, Mk 12:30, 1 Cor 14:15, 15:44). 

4. Man is a personal being with intellect (Gen 2:19,20), will (Gen 3:17), 
and emotions (Gen 4:5,6). 

5. After the fall, man was totally depraved (Eph 2:12) and unable to do 
good on his own (1 Cor 2:14). 

 
THE STRUGGLE OF MAN 

1. All men, after the fall, are not only born with a sin nature that is 
transmitted immediately, by natural generation, from parent to child 
(Ps 51:5, Jn 3:6), but they will subsequently commit personal sin 
because of that nature (Rm 3:10-12). 

2. Even believers will struggle with sin (Rm 7:17-19). 
3. Even though believers will fall into sin, they can receive forgiveness 

and restoration to fellowship (1 Jn 1:9). 
4. Additionally, believers can experience overall victory in life if they walk 

in the power of the Holy Spirit who indwells them (Rm 8;2-14). 
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THE INSTITUTION OF MAN 
1. God instituted marriage (Gen 2:22-24). 
2. Marriage is not just a Christian institution, it is a human institution 

(Gen 2:22-24). 
3. God hates divorce for any reason (Mal 2:13-16, Neh 13:23-30). 
4. Divorce is permitted for adultery or desertion but even then it is not 

encouraged (Mt 19:3-12, Mk 10:2-12, 1 Cor 7:1-40). 
5. A divorced person may remarry without defilement if their previous 

spouse was adulterous or a deserter, but remarriage is not 
encouraged (1 Cor 7:1-40, Mk 10:2-12). 

6. A widowed person may remarry and remain undefiled (1 Cor 7:38-40, 
Rm 7:1-3). 
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Christology 
 

Under the major division of the Doctrine of Jesus Christ, I believe: 
 
CHRIST’S EXISTENCE 

1. Christ, God the Son, existed in eternity past before His human 
existence began (Jn 1:1-14). 

2. He is the second member of the Godhead (Mt 28:19). 
 
CHRIST’S NATURE 

1. As the second member of the Godhead, Jesus Christ possesses the 
same essence and attributes as God the father (Is 9:6, Jn 10:30). 

2. When Christ became incarnate, the essence of man was added 
without change of His divinity (Jn 1:1-14). 

3. Jesus Christ is the only God-man being fully God and fully man with 
only one personality but two natures (Jn 10:30, 1 Tm 2:5, Col 2:9,               
Phil 2:5-8). 

4. Jesus had a sinless human nature (Lk 1:35). 
 
CHRIST’S MISSION 

1. He revealed the Father (Jn 1:18). 
2. He came to save people from sin (Mt 1:21, Lk 9:56, Jn 3:16,17, 12:47,  

1 Tm 1:15). 
3. He came to call sinners to Himself (Mt 9:13). 
4. He came to set some family member against each other (Mt 10:35,36). 
5. He came to serve and to give His life a ransom for many (Mt 10:45). 
6. He came to preach the gospel (Mk 1:38). 
7. He came to cast fire on the earth by causing division (Lk 12:49). 
8. He came to give abundant life to believers (Jn 10:10). 
9. He came to testify to the truth (Jn 18:37). 
10. He came to take away sin (1Jn 3:5). 
11. He came to destroy the works of the Devil (1 Jn 3:8). 
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CHRIST’S OFFICES 
1. Christ’s mediatorial work falls under three headings: the prophetic, 

the priestly, and the kingly. 
2. As Prophet, Christ represents God among men. 

a. He brought revelation from the Father (Jn 8:26-28, 15:15) 
b. He foretold the future (Mt 24:1-14). 
c. He spoke with unique authority and did miracles (Mt 21:19). 

3. As Priest, He represents man in God’s presence. 
a. He is our High Priest (Heb 4:14-15, 8:1) 
b. He is our Intercessor (Rm 8:14, Heb 7:25) 
c. He is our advocate (1 Jn 2:1-2). 

4. As King, Christ extends His absolute rule over mankind with a view to 
deliverance from the domination of sin. 

a. He is Head of the Church (Col 1:18). 
b. He is Lord of the individual believer (Jn 20:28). 
c. He will be head of the millennial Kingdom (Rev 15:1,4). 
d. He will judge believers and non-believers (2 Cor 5:10, Rev 

20:11,15). 
e. He will reign for eternity as King of kings and Lord of lords           

(1 Tm 6:15-17).  
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Pneumatology 
 
Under the major division of the Doctrine of the Holy Spirit, I believe: 
 
THE SPIRIT’S EXISTENCE 
The Holy Spirit is the third person of the Godhead and has always existed    
(Mt 28:18-20, Ex 17:7, Heb 3:7-11, Ps 95:6,7). 
 
THE SPIRIT’S NATURE 

1. The Holy Spirit has the same essence as God the Father and God the 
Son (Ac 5:3,4) and thus shares the same attributes (Ps 139:7-10, 1 Cor 
12:11, Rm 11:14). 

2. The Holy Spirit is a distinguishable individual within the Godhead. He 
possesses life (Rm 8:2), intelligence (1 Cor 2:10,11), will (Acts 16:7) and 
emotions (Eph 4:30). 

 
THE SPIRIT’S WORK 

1. His work in relation to the Godhead: 
a. Things are done in (en) the Spirit. He makes them known and 

applies them (Mk 1:10, Ac 2:4). 
b. He was involved in creation in giving it design and life (Gen 1:2, 

Job 33:4, Gen 2:7). 
c. He is involved in working miracles (1 Ki 18:12). 
d. He was involved in the authorship of Scripture (2 Pet 1:21). 
e. He was involved in Christ’s conception (Mt 1:18). 

2. His work in relation to the world: 
a. He convicts the world of sin, righteousness and judgment (Jn 

16:8-11). 
b. He is involved in common grace (the restraint of sin) 

(2 Thes 2:16,17; Ac 17:26-27, Rm 2:14,15). 
3. His work in relation to the elect: 

a. He filled and enabled certain Old Testament persons (1 Sam 
16:13,14, Ps 51:11, Ex 31:3). 

b. The Spirit calls believers to God (1 Thes 4:17-18). 
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c. The Spirit regenerates the elect (Jn 1:12-13). 
d. The Spirit indwells the elect (Jn 14:16,17). 
e. The Spirit baptizes all believers (1 Cor 12:13). 
f. The Spirit seals all believers (2 Cor 1:22). 
g. The Spirit gives gifts to believer (1 Cor 12, Rm 12). 
h. The Spirit fills desirous believers (Eph 5:18). 
i. The Spirit illumines believers to an understanding of God’s Word 

(1 Cor 2:10-13). 
j. The Spirit assures believers of salvation (Rm 8:14-16). 
k. The Spirit empowers believers to witness (Ac 1:8). 
l. The Spirit helps believers grow spiritually (2 Thes 2:13). 
m. Regarding the Holy spirit, believers are told: 

i. Do not quench (Eph 4:30). 
ii. Do not grieve (1 Thes 5:19). 
iii. Walk by (Gal 5:16). 
iv. Be filled with (Eph 5:18). 

n. The Spirit also intercedes for believers in their prayers (Rm 8:26). 
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Soteriology 
 
Under the major division of the Doctrine of Salvation, I believe: 
 
THE AUTHOR OF SALVATION 
God is the author of salvation. In eternity past He decreed a plan that would 
save His chosen ones from the penalty, power, and ultimately the presence 
of sin (Eph 1:4, 2:8,9, Rm 8:2,29,30). 
 
THE WAY OF SALVATION 

1. Jesus Christ provides the only way of salvation through His 
substitutionary death on the cross (Jn 14:6, Rm 5:11). 

2. This is appropriated by God’s grace through the faith of the believer 
(Eph 2:8,9). 

 
THE ORDER OF SALVATION 
The process of salvation has the following logical order: 

1. Election – The act of God where He, according to His eternal purpose, 
determined by means of unconditional and loving choice, who would 
be saved (Mt 22:14,  Acts 13:48,  Rm 8:33). Election involves: 

a. Foreknowledge – a selective knowledge which makes the elect 
objects of love (Ac 2:23, Rm 8:29, 11:2). 

b. Foreordination (or Predestination) – God’s marking out of 
persons beforehand for their destiny (Rm 8:29-30, Eph 1:5). 

2. Calling – God’s invitation, through His Word, to the whole world, to 
respond to His grace and receive the gift of eternal life (Mt 11:28,       
Jn 7:37, 2 Cor 4:3,4). This invitation is distinguished by two kinds of 
calls. 

a. The General Call – God’s call to all humans to receive Christ as 
Savior by faith (Mt 22:14, Jn 3:16-18). This call can be resisted (Jn 
5:40), and those who reject it are held accountable (2 Thes 1:7-9, 
2:10). 
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b. The Effectual Call – the irresistible call by the Holy Spirit to those 
who are chosen, resulting in salvation (Ac 13:48, 1 Cor 1:23,24, 
Rm 8:28, 30). 

3. Regeneration – The act of God by which the governing disposition of 
the soul is made holy and the elect person becomes a new creature in 
Christ (Titus 3:5, 1 Pt 1:3,23, 2 Cor 5:17). Regeneration is closely linked 
to Conversion, Adoption and Justification. 

4. Conversion – The voluntary change in the mind of the sinner in which 
he turns from sin to Christ (Ac 16:31, Rm 10:9,10, Jn 1:12, Rm 3:22). 
Conversion involves: 

a. Repentance – to be sorry for sin and turn from it (Ac 8:22) 
b. Faith – placing one’s total trust on Christ for salvation (Eph 2:8,9, 

Rm 4:4,5). 
5. Justification – The judicial act of God whereby He declares that the 

repentant sinner is free from the guilt and penalty of sin (Rm 8:33, 5:9) 
and possesses Christ’s righteousness (2 Cor 5:21, Phil 3:8,9). 

6. Adoption – God’s placement of the believer into the position of 
sonship (Rm 8:15,16, Gal 4:5-7) making him a fellow heir with Christ 
(Titus 3:7, Eph 1:4,5), having certain rights (Rm 8:17), privileges (Lk 
11:11-13) and responsibilities (Heb 12:5-11).  

7. Sanctification – The continuous work of the Holy Spirit within the 
regenerate person by which the person is set apart to be freed from 
the pollution of sin and enabled to become progressively conformed 
to the image of Christ (Rm 6:2, 12:1,2). It is the Christian becoming in 
practice what he is in position (Eph 5:8). 

8. Preservation – God’s sovereign act of sealing the elect to Himself so 
that it is impossible for a truly regenerate person to lose his salvation 
(Jn 10:27-29, Eph 1:13,14, Rm 8:29-39, Heb 5:11, 6:12).  

9. Glorification – The final and complete redemption of the total person 
when believers will be conformed to the image of the risen, exalted 
Christ (Rm 8:29-30; 1 Jn 3:2, Eph 5:26,27) and be with Him for eternity 
(Jn 3:16, 14:1-3).  
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Ecclesiology 
 
Under the major division of the Doctrine of the Church, I believe: 
 
THE ORIGIN OF THE CHURCH 
The Church of Jesus Christ began on the day of Pentecost (Mt 16:18, Jn 16:7, Ac 1:5-8, 
2:1-4, 1 Cor 12:13). 
 
THE EXTENT OF THE CHURCH 

1. The Universal Church – In one sense the Church of Jesus Christ is a living 
organism comprised of all believers in all ages since the coming of the Holy Spirit 
(2 Cor 12:13, Jn 3:16). 

2. The Local Church – The actual manifestation of the church is on the local level. It 
is an organized (Phil 1:1) group (Ac 2:44) of baptized (Ac 2:41, 2 Cor 12:13) 
believers (Ac 2:47) where God’s Word is heard and studied, where believers 
have fellowship, and where New Testament ordinances are practiced (Ac 
2:41,42). 

3. The Church and Israel are distinct institutions administering God’s redemptive 
purpose (1 Cor 10:32, Gal 6:16). 

 
THE OFFICES OF THE CHURCH 

1. The church body is to select and appoint men to hold offices in the church (Ac 
6:1-6, 14:23 – stretch the hand). 

2. The two offices of the church are that of:  
a. Elder (presbuteros) – (Titus 1:5, episkopos. Titus 1:7, poimen. 1 Pet 5:1-2). 
b. Deacon (diakonia) – (Ac 6:1, 1 Cor12:5). 

3. There are stringent qualifications for these offices (1Tm 3, Titus 1). 
 
THE LEADERSHIP OF THE CHURCH 

1. Christ is the head of the Church (Col 1:8). 
2. Every local church should have as a minimum, one elder (Ac 20:17, Phil 1:1,                  

1 Tm 5:17) and probably multiple elders. 
3. Every local church should have multiple deacons (Ac 6:1-6, Phil 1:1). 
4. Every believer is a priest with equal access to God (1 Pt 2:4-5, 9) 

 
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE CHURCH 

1. Each local church body is an autonomous body (1 Cor 5:4, Acts 15:22).  
It has the right and authority to: 
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a. Choose its own leadership (Ac 6:16). 
b. Judge its members (1 Cor 5:12). 
c. Discipline its members (Mt 18:15-20). 
d. Resolve its own problems (1 Cor 11:23-25). 
e. Administer the ordinances (Ac 2:41, 1 Cor 11:23-25). 

2. As believer-priests each member has the equal vote in the decision making of 
the church (Heb 10:19-22, Ac 6:1-6). 

3. The functioning of believers in the church should be based on the Holy Spirit’s 
gifting (1Cor 12, Rm 12, Eph 4) and the appointment of some men by the church 
to the offices of elder and deacon (Ac 6:1-6). 

4. The governing disposition between believers is to be one of love (1 Jn 4:7,8) and 
submission (Eph 5:21). 

5. The roles of the leadership of the church in relation to the members of the body 
are those of shepherding (1 Pt 5:2-3), equipping (Eph 4:11,12), serving (Mt 
20:25-28), being an example (1 Tm 5:17), teaching (Titus 2:15ff), managing (1 Tm 
5:17), and promoting unity (1 Cor 12, Eph 4:3). 

6. The roles of the members to one another are devotion (Rm 12:10), honor (Rm 
12:10), acceptance (Rm 15:7), admonishing (Rm 15:14), service to (Gal 5:13), 
bearing burdens (Gal 6:2), submission (Eph 5:21),  and encouragement (1 Thes 
5:11). 

 
MISSION OF THE CHURCH 
The mission of the church is to fulfill the Great Commission (Mt 28:18-20, Mk 16:15, Lk 
24:46-49, Jn 21:20, Ac 1:8). Externally, the mission involves evangelism. Internally, the 
mission involves discipleship. 
 
THE ORDINANCES OF THE CHURCH 
The church has the responsibility to keep the ordinances of believer’s baptism 
(Immersion – Mt 28:18-20, Ac 2:18, 41, 8:12, 9:18, 10:47, 16:14-15) and the Lord’s 
Supper (Ac 20:7, 1 Cor 11:23-29). 
 
THE FUTURE OF THE CHURCH 
The current church age will culminate with the rapture, when the church, past, present 
and future, will go to meet Christ in the air and be with Him for eternity (1 Thes 
4:17,18).  
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Eschatology 
 
Under the major division of the Doctrine of Last Things, I believe: 
 
INDIVIDUAL ESCHATOLOGY 

1. At the moment of death, the spirit of the believer passes immediately 
into Christ’s presence (2 Cor 5:1-8, Phil 1:2). 

2. At the moment of death the spirit of the unbeliever passes into Hades, 
a state of torment (Lk 16:21-25, 2 Pt 2:9). 

 
UNIVERSAL ESCHATOLOGY 
Certain events are specifically related to universal eschatology. They are: 

1. The Rapture of the Church – Christ’s return to meet His church in the 
air, signaling the end of the church age (1 Thes 4:13-18, 1 Cor 15:50-
58, 1 Thes 5:9). At this time, believer’s spirits will receive glorified 
bodies (Phil 1:20,21). 

2. The Judgment of the Saints (Judgment Seat of Christ) – After the 
rapture, the saints will be judged according to their works (2 Cor 5:10). 
This will result in rewards or loss of rewards (1 Cor 3:11-15). Salvation 
is not an issue. The saints will be protected from the second death 
(Rev 2:11). 

3. The Marriage and the Marriage Supper of the Lamb – The marriage of 
Christ to the church and the subsequent marriage supper occur after 
the rewarding of the saints (Rev 19:7-9). 

4. The Tribulation on the Earth – The rapture of the church will also 
signal the beginning of the Tribulation on the earth (the 70th week 
Daniel – Dan 9:27). The Tribulation, lasting seven years, will include 
the following: 

a. An initial 3.5 years of peace followed by 3.5 years known as the 
Great Tribulation (Mt 24:15-21). 

b. The rise of the anti-Christ and false prophet (Ez 28:1-10, Dan 
9:27, 2 Thes 2:4-10, Rev 13:1-8). 

c. The outpouring of divine judgments (seals, trumpets, bowls – 
(Rev 6-16) 
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d. The Battle of Armageddon (Rev 16:13-16, 19:11-21). 
5. The Second Coming of Christ – At the end of the Tribulation Christ 

returns to earth with His saints to destroy the beast and his armies 
and to usher in the millennium (Rev19:11-19). At this time: 

a. The beast and false prophet are thrown into the lake of fire (Rev 
19:20) 

b. Satan is bound (Rev 20:1) 
6. The Millennial Reign of Christ – The millennial reign of Christ follows 

His Second Coming and is a literal thousand year reign of Christ and 
His saints upon the earth (Rev 20:1-6). 

7. The Final Judgment of Satan – At the end of the millennium, Satan will 
be loosed one last time. He will deceive the nations and gather them 
against Christ, only to be defeated and cast into the lake of fire for 
eternity (Rev 20:7-10).    

8. The Great White Throne Judgment – All of the unbelievers from 
throughout the ages will stand before God. If their name is not found 
in the “Book of Life” they will be cast forever into the Lake of Fire 
which is known as the second death or Hell (Rev 20:11-15). 

9. The Ushering in of the New Heaven and New Earth – (Rev 21) This 
includes: 

a. The New Jerusalem which comes down out of heaven -               
(Rev 21:2,10-27). 

b. God Dwelling with Humans – (Rev 21:3, 10-26, 22:3-5). 
c. God and His Throne Will Be There – (Rev 22:3). 
d. Humans with Glorified Bodies Serving God – (Rev 22:3). 
e. The Absence of Hurtful or Unholy People or Things –                  

(Rev 21:4,8,27, 22:3,5). 
f. The Presence of the Water of Life and Tree of Life – (Rev 22:1,2).  


