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What the Bible Teaches about Divorce and Remarriage 

 
“Come into the living room, children. We have something we need 

to tell you.” That’s how our parents told us they were not going to 

be together anymore. After they told us they were divorcing, I sat 

under the table and my mind replayed again and again the words 

my father said. I didn’t know then what it all meant, but I soon 

learned. After Dad left, I looked through the drawers where he kept 

his clothes and found an old sweatshirt he left behind. I hid it in 

my room and kept it for years. I would cling to it when I was 

lonely for him. My father came back to see us a few times, but his 

visits became less and less frequent. Finally his visits stopped 

completely. I always wondered where he went. I wondered if he 

thought about us very much.
1
 

 

There are few subjects as delicate and controversial as divorce and 

remarriage. Hurt surrounds divorce. The emotional, financial and 

spiritual fallout can be devastating. 

Rational people don't set out to 

divorce each other. Indeed, in many 

countries there are few arranged 

marriages. People choose their own 

mate and do so because they are in 

love. When they get married, 

divorce is the farthest thing from 

their minds. They usually take vows 

like, "Until death do us part." It is 

not until circumstances turn sour 

that people consider bailing out.  

 

Many people want to know what the Bible teaches about divorce 

and remarriage. They want answers to questions like: 

 
                                                 
1

 H. Normal Wright, Always Daddy’s Girl, 1989, Regal Books, p. 86 
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1.  How does God view divorce? 

2.  Are there ever grounds for a Christian to get divorced? 

3.  Does a divorced Christian have the right to remarry? 

4.  How should the church respond? 

 

This study seeks to answer these and other questions. Some who 

read this booklet may realize they have stepped outside God’s plan 

for marriage. The purpose of this study is not to heap guilt on 

anyone but to help people understand biblical teaching. If after 

reading this booklet you discover you have made poor decisions 

regarding marriage, you are encouraged to do what you can to 

make things right. If this is not possible, you are simply 

encouraged to ask God’s forgiveness for past mistakes, to commit 

yourself wholly to your current marriage (if you are married), and 

to follow God’s plan from this point forward. 

 

Four basic views 
As the subjects of divorce and remarriage are addressed, an 

attempt will be made to touch on every key verse in Scripture. It is 

crucial to look at the whole counsel of Scripture and not just one 

part. It is also critical that all verses are looked at in context. At the 

beginning it may be helpful to know there are four basic views 

regarding divorce and remarriage in the church: 

 

 1.  No divorce for any reason 

2. Divorce for the sin of porneia but no allowance for  

     remarriage 

3. Divorce for the sin of porneia with allowance for 

     remarriage 

 4.  Divorce and remarriage for any reason 

 

During the discussion of such delicate topics, emotions can run 

high. It must be remembered the key question is, “What does the 

Bible say?” not “What do I feel?” With this in mind, let's answer 

the first question. 
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How does God view divorce? 
Most Christians are familiar with Malachi 2:16,  

 

"For I hate divorce," says the Lord, the God of Israel, "and 

him who covers his garment with wrong," says the Lord of 

hosts. "So take heed to your spirit, that you do not deal 

treacherously." 

 

This verse teaches that God hates divorce. Hate is a very strong 

word. God uses this word because in His eyes the marriage bond is 

sacred. He expects people to view it the same way. People are 

God’s finest creation, and marriage is God’s sacred union joining 

men and women together. 

 

In Malachi 2:16 God condemns the men of Judah for dealing 

treacherously by divorcing their Jewish wives in order to marry 

foreign women. The Jewish wives had not necessarily done 

anything wrong. Their husbands simply decided to divorce them in 

order to marry others. In God's eyes, this was treachery. The men 

were violating the sacred union God created. 

 

Why God hates divorce 
God hates divorce for many reasons. First, it 

violates the “one flesh” principle. Genesis 

2:24 states, "For this cause a man shall leave 

his father and his mother, and shall cleave to 

his wife, and they shall become one flesh." 

When two people get married, they become 

one in God’s eyes. Although they are 

individuals they are also one. As such they 

are allowed to enjoy the sexual union that 

makes them one physically. Breaking this 

marriage union is wrong.  
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A second reason God hates divorce is because divorce separates 

what God has joined together. In Matthew 19:5 Jesus quotes 

Genesis 2:24 and then adds His own commentary in verse 6, 

"Consequently they are no longer two but one flesh. What 

therefore God has joined together, let no man separate." Many 

people view the marriage bond as something they created. In 

reality Scripture states it is God who joins people together in holy 

matrimony. Since God joins husband and wife, their union can 

only be broken according to God’s Word, not man’s whim. 

 

A third reason God hates divorce is 

because it nullifies the vows made 

before God and other witnesses.  

Matthew 5:33 states, "Again, you have 

heard that the ancients were told, 'You 

shall not make false vows, but shall 

fulfill your vows to the Lord.'"  God 

expects people to fulfill their vows. To 

take the vow, "To death do us part," and 

then break it, violates this verse. The fact 

a vow would be as strong as, “To death 

do us part,” speaks of the seriousness of 

the vow. Often such things as, “For better or for worse, for richer 

or for poorer, in sickness and in health,” are also part of the vow 

sequence. People taking these vows need to count the cost and 

realize they are making a life-long commitment. The vow is “Until 

death do us part,” not “Until debt do us part.”  

 

When people join the military they must take an oath of allegiance 

and commit to uphold the constitution and to protect our country 

from all foreign and domestic enemies. When military members 

take this oath, the government expects them to abide by it. God 

expects nothing less from couples that make vows in His presence 

and say they will remain loyal for life. 
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Ecclesiastes 5:4,5 gives a stern warning regarding vows, 

 

4  When you make a vow to God, do not be late in paying it, 

for He takes no delight in fools.  Pay what you vow!  5  It is 

better that you should not vow than that you should vow and 

not pay. 

 

It is not wise to make many vows before God. If a person says, 

“God, if you get me out of this jam I will be in church every 

Sunday for the rest of my life,” God expects the person to keep his 

vow. Although the person might make his a vow in desperate 

times, that is no excuse. God takes no delight in fools. It is better to 

say, “Lord, if You get me out of this jam, I will, by Your grace, do 

my best to be a regular church attendee.” Such a vow does not 

obligate a person to attend every week. Better yet, a person might 

simply pray, “Lord, please get me out of this jam,” and make no 

vow at all. It is better not to vow, than to vow and not live up to the 

commitment. In the same way, it is better for people to remain 

single than to take a marriage vow and fail to live up to it.  

 

One person was complaining to a group of people about his child 

support and alimony payments. When he divorced his wife because 

she no longer attracted him, he didn’t realize it would cost so 

much. One person who heard him complain said she had a 

foolproof method to eliminate alimony, “Stay single or stay 

married.” 

 

Although people must be very careful about what vows they make 

before God, taking vows in marriage is a good thing. Marriage 

creates families that are the bedrock of society. As goes the family 

so goes society. Men and women must therefore be careful not to 

jump into marriage too quickly, because God expects them to 

remain true to their vows.  

  

There are also other reasons why every person should hate divorce! 
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- it tears families apart  

- it damages children emotionally 

- it separates children from one of their parents 

- it often causes financial hardship 

- it causes all sorts of complications with visitation rights, etc. 

 

How God views immorality 
There is no doubt God hates divorce! But He also hates 

immorality. He hates immorality so much He gave His own people 

a writ of divorcement. In Jeremiah 3:8 God said,  

 

And I saw that for all the adulteries of faithless Israel, I had 

sent her away and given her a writ of divorce, yet her 

treacherous sister Judah did not fear; but she went and was a 

harlot also. 

 

Because of the adultery of the 

northern kingdom (Israel) 

God issued her a writ of 

divorcement. Unfortunately 

this did not get Judah's (the 

southern kingdom) attention.  

Although God was willing to 

take Israel back (Jeremiah 

3:12,13), the fact is, He gave 

her a writ of divorcement.   

 

Regarding divorce and 

immorality, here is a 

summary principle – 

Although God hates divorce, 

He also hates immorality.  

There are times when 

immorality is so great that it 

makes divorce permissible. 
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Is divorce a sin? 
Some people say, “Even though God hates divorce, divorce is not a 

sin.” Nothing could be farther from the truth. Divorce for the 

wrong reason is a sin. For people to participate in anything God 

hates is sin. For example, Proverbs 6:16-19 talks about several 

things God hates, 

 

16  There are six things which the LORD hates, yes, seven 

which are an abomination to Him:  17  Haughty eyes, a lying 

tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood,  18  A heart that 

devises wicked plans, feet that run rapidly to evil,  19  A false 

witness {who} utters lies, and one who spreads strife among 

brothers. 

 

All of the above mentioned things are sinful – arrogance, lying, the 

shedding of innocent blood, devising wicked plans, running rapidly 

to evil, being a false witness, and spreading strife among brothers. 

In the same way to divorce one’s spouse is also sinful if it is done 

for the wrong reason. Generally speaking, if a Christian 

participates in anything God hates, he has stepped out of the will of 

God and into sin.  

 

A second reason why divorce is sin is based on Jesus’ words In 

Matthew 19:4-6,  

 

4  "Have you not read, that He who created them from the 

beginning made them male and female, 5 and said, 'For this 

cause a man shall leave his father and mother, and shall 

cleave to his wife; and the two shall become one flesh'?  6  

"Consequently they are no longer two, but one flesh. What 

therefore God has joined together, let no man separate." 

 

In the above verses Jesus states that no man (or woman) is to break 

the marriage bond. These words apply to the spouses themselves as 
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well as anyone outside the marriage. For a spouse to pull the plug 

on his or her own marriage is as wrong as an outsider infiltrating 

the marriage and destroying it. No man or woman may separate 

what God has joined together. 

 

Let’s now look at what the Old Testament teaches about divorce 

and remarriage. 

 

Old Testament Teaching 
 

Divorce, indecency and remarriage 

Unfortunately divorce was common in Old Testament times. It 

must be noted that the following verses in Deuteronomy were not 

written to endorse divorce, but to regulate it. Deuteronomy 24:1-4 

states:  

 

1 When a man takes a wife and marries her, and it happens 

that she finds no favor in his eyes because he has found some 

indecency in her, and he writes her a certificate of divorce 

and puts it in her hand and sends her out from his house,  2  

and she leaves his house and goes and becomes another 

man's wife, 3  and if the latter husband turns against her and 

writes her a certificate of divorce and puts it in her hand and 

sends her out of his house, or if the latter husband dies who 

took her to be his wife, 4  then her former husband who sent 

her away is not allowed to take her again to be his wife, since 

she has been defiled; for that is an abomination before the 

Lord, and you shall not bring sin on the land which the Lord 

your God gives you as an inheritance. 

 

Divorce and remarriage were permitted in the Old Testament for 

indecency. The word indecency in Deuteronomy 24:1 may imply 

sexual sin but scholars aren’t totally certain. The Hebrew word for 

indecency, ervaw,  means "nakedness of a thing." It carries the 
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connotation of shame, uncleanness, and improper behavior. In the 

minds of many this is an apt description of sexual sin. It might also 

refer to some other shameful act because the same word ervaw is 

used in Deuteronomy 23:14 in reference to failing to bury one's 

excrement. Listen to Deuteronomy 23:13,14: 

 

13  And you shall have a spade among your tools, and it shall 

be when you sit down outside, you shall dig with it and shall 

turn to cover up your excrement.  14  Since the Lord your 

God walks in the midst of your camp to deliver you and to 

defeat your enemies before you, therefore your camp must be 

holy; and He must not see anything indecent among you lest 

He turn away from you.   

 

It must be noted that indecency could not refer to adultery because 

adultery was punishable by death (Deuteronomy 22:22-24). It also 

could not refer to a man who defiled his wife before marriage 

because he could never divorce her (Deuteronomy 22:28-29). It 

also could not refer to a man who falsely accused his wife of 

losing her virginity before marriage (Deuteronomy 22:13-19). If he 

did so, he was not permitted to divorce her. In these last two cases, 

divorce was not allowed because of the nature of the man's sin. 

Indecency could, however, apply to sexual sin where a person was 

caught with someone other than his or her spouse in an amorous 

situation prior to engaging in intercourse.  

 

Unfortunately, as time went on, many Jewish 

men used the word indecency to refer to almost 

anything they didn't like about their wives. 

Perhaps their wives put on a little extra weight 

and the husbands were no longer physically 

attracted to them. Maybe the wives simply got 

older and husbands wanted to trade them in for a 

younger model. For whatever reasons, the 

liberal contingent of priests encouraged a 
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permissive interpretation of the law. 

 

No matter what the meaning of indecency, the man and woman 

involved were apparently allowed to remarry other people after the 

divorce. In that culture it was almost impossible for a single 

woman to make it financially on her own. If she was divorced, she 

would have to get married in order to survive. It is believed that 

Moses instituted the divorce law in Deuteronomy in response to 

the need to provide for and protect divorced women. In that culture 

only the husband could divorce his wife, not the other way around. 

Divorce had gotten out of control and Moses tried to stem the tide. 

A certificate of divorce helped a woman prove she was free from 

her past husband and available to remarry. 

 

How do we know Moses’ directive was not God’s desire? When 

Jesus discussed divorce and remarriage with the Jewish leaders in 

the New Testament (Matthew 19:7-8) He made it clear that 

marriage was to be a life-long commitment. 

  

7  They (the Pharisees) said to Him (Jesus), "Why then did 

Moses command to give her a certificate of divorce and send 

{her} away?"  8  He said to them, "Because of your hardness 

of heart, Moses permitted you to divorce your wives; but 

from the beginning it has not been this way. 

 

In other words, even though Moses permitted men to give a 

certificate of divorce to their wives and send them away, this was 

never God’s desired will.  

 

A marital prohibition 
Notice in Deuteronomy 24:3,4 under no circumstances could the 

wife go back to her first husband if she was married a second time 

(Deut 24:4). 
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Then her former husband who sent her away is not allowed 

to take her again to be his wife, since she has been defiled; 

for that is an abomination before the Lord, and you shall not 

bring sin on the land which the Lord your God gives you as 

an inheritance. 

 

For a woman to return to her first husband would be an 

abomination before the Lord and would bring sin on the land. This 

verse only makes sense if God sees the second marriage as 

adulterous.  

 

Although Moses permitted divorce for the sake of indecency, God 

did not recognize such divorce as legitimate. For a person to marry 

after being divorced for indecency was equivalent to adultery.   

 

The prohibition in Deuteronomy 24:3,4 of remarrying ones first 

husband would prevent a barnyard situation where wives might be 

taken back and forth between men who divorced them. The law 

was a moderating influence on divorce. A man needed to think 

twice about divorcing his wife because he could never get her back 

if she remarried, even if she later got divorced from her second 

husband.  

 

Ezra and Nehemiah 
Some people who believe the Bible allows divorce, try to use the 

book of Ezra to support their view. When the Jews returned from 

Babylonian captivity and reentered the Promised Land, it was not 

long before they married foreign wives who worshipped other 

gods. This led to the Jews falling into idolatry, the very sin that 

caused their expulsion from the land in the first place. Ezra, the 

priest/scribe interceded for the people and the decision was made 

to divorce their foreign wives. Ezra 10:10-12 states,  

 

10  Then Ezra the priest stood up and said to them, "You 

have been unfaithful and have married foreign wives adding 
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to the guilt of Israel.  11  "Now, therefore, make confession to 

the LORD God of your fathers, and do His will; and separate 

yourselves from the peoples of the land and from the foreign 

wives."  12  Then all the assembly answered and said with a 

loud voice, "That's right! As you have said, so it is our duty 

to do.” 

 

The same thing probably happened in the book of Nehemiah (Neh 

13:23-30). In this instance the Jews had committed themselves not 

to marry foreign women or to give their daughters to foreigners 

(Neh 10:29,30), but had broken that promise. This caused them to 

sin just as it caused Solomon to sin (Neh 13:26). Nehemiah 

subsequently made the people swear not to intermarry. Although 

the text does not specifically say Nehemiah made the people 

divorce their foreign wives, this action is strongly suggested (Neh 

10:30). 

   

Rather than seeing the teachings of Ezra and Nehemiah supporting 

divorce, they should be seen as God's purification and preservation 

of His people at a critical time in history.  

 

God’s grace in Hosea 
The book of Hosea on the other hand, 

is strong evidence against divorce. 

God commanded Hosea (one of the 

minor prophets) to marry the harlot 

Gomer, pursue her, and remain faithful 

to her even though she repeatedly 

committed adultery. Hosea 1:2-7 gives 

God’s initial words to Hosea,  

 

2  When the LORD first spoke through 

Hosea, the LORD said to Hosea, "Go, 

take to yourself a wife of harlotry, and 

{have} children of harlotry; for the 
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land commits flagrant harlotry, forsaking the LORD."  3  So 

he went and took Gomer the daughter of Diblaim, and she 

conceived and bore him a son.  4  And the LORD said to him, 

"Name him Jezreel; for yet a little while, and I will punish the 

house of Jehu for the bloodshed of Jezreel, and I will put an 

end to the kingdom of the house of Israel.  5  "And it will 

come about on that day, that I will break the bow of Israel in 

the valley of Jezreel."  6  Then she conceived again and gave 

birth to a daughter. And the LORD said to him, "Name her 

Lo-ruhamah, for I will no longer have compassion on the 

house of Israel, that I should ever forgive them.  7  "But I will 

have compassion on the house of Judah and deliver them by 

the LORD their God, and will not deliver them by bow, 

sword, battle, horses, or horsemen." 

 

The marriage of Hosea to Gomer is a picture of God's relationship 

with His chosen people. God pursued His people even though they 

continually fell into sin. Even though the sin of Israel brought 

judgment and destruction of the northern kingdom by the hands of 

Assyria, God did not abandon His people completely. He had 

compassion on the Southern kingdom, Judah. And it was through 

the tribe of Judah that the Messiah came.  

 

The book of Hosea may be summarized by the three words - sin, 

judgment and salvation. Unfortunately the book records five sin-

judgment-salvation cycles. Even amidst judgment, the book of 

Hosea shows the unlimited grace of God. When applied to 

marriage today, the book is a beautiful example of how grace can 

be applied by one spouse to the other even when their mate is 

involved in an unfaithful relationship.   

 

Summary thoughts from the Old Testament 
Nowhere in the Old Testament was divorce commanded or 

encouraged except in the case of preserving national purity in the 

book of Ezra and possibly Nehemiah. Divorce was only tolerated 
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as a last resort for the cause of indecency and even then was not 

sanctioned by God. When divorce occurred, remarriage was 

permitted.  

 

The Old Testament teaching on divorce might be summarized –  

God hates divorce and wants people to show grace and mercy like 

Hosea in pursuing erring spouses. However, through His divorce 

of Israel, God showed there were times when divorce was 

permissible. In the Old Testament, divorce for adultery was not   

an issue because those who committed adultery were stoned to 

death.   

 

New Testament teaching  
 

Jesus first words on divorce and remarriage 
The first key passage on divorce and remarriage in the New 

Testament is Matthew 5:31,32 in which Jesus states, 

 

31 And it was said, 'Whoever divorces His wife, let him give 

her a certificate of dismissal': 32 but I say to you that 

everyone who divorces his wife, except for the cause of 

unchastity, makes her commit adultery; and whoever marries 

a divorced woman commits adultery. 

 

Schools of thought on divorce 
In Old Testament times when a 

husband divorced his wife, he gave her 

a certificate of divorce. Unfortunately, 

divorce took place for many reasons. 

During the time of Christ, there were 

two basic schools of thought. One 

followed the teachings of Rabbi Hillel, 

a Jewish scholar, who tended to be 

lenient. He allowed divorce for 
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essentially any reason. The other school followed Rabbi Shammai, 

one of Hillel's contemporaries. He was more conservative and said 

divorce was only allowable for the cause of immorality. Both men 

believed only husbands could initiate divorce. Many people sided 

with Hillel because he made divorce easy. Jesus came along and 

caused a stir when He sided with neither person. Jesus condemned 

divorce for any reason except unchastity (the same view as 

Shammai), but unlike Shammai He did not say only the husband 

could initiate divorce.   

 

The meaning of porneia 
To understand what Jesus meant in 

Matthew 5:32 by the statement, "except for 

the cause of unchastity," we must 

understand the Greek word for unchastity, 

porneia. The equivalent term zanah in the 

Old Testament almost exclusively referred 

to adultery. Porneia's meaning has been 

hotly debated. Here are four of the more 

common interpretations. 

 

1.  Adultery (however the Greek word for adultery is moicheia) 

2.  Unfaithfulness during the time of betrothal (Mt 1:19) 

3.  The illegal marriages of Leviticus 18:6-18 

4.  Any type of illicit sexual sin to include: incest, homosexuality, 

bestiality, adultery, etc. 

 

Since  moicheia is the primary word for adultery in the Greek 

language, it seems interpretation #1 is too narrow. In addition, 

Galatians 5:19 lists adultery (moicheia) and fornication (porneia) 

as separate sins in the King James Version of the Bible (KJV).  

They are called immorality and impurity in the New American 

Standard Bible (NASB).   
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In seeking to understand the meaning of porneia, it is helpful to 

see how the word is used in the New Testament. Here is a brief 

summary: 

 

 Act 15:19-20 - porneia refers to the sexual sins of Leviticus 

18:6-23 - sex with close relatives, adultery, homosexuality, and 

bestiality  

 1 Corinthians 5:1 - porneia refers to an incestuous relationship 

 1 Corinthians 6:13-15 - porneia refers to joining oneself to a 

harlot, i.e. immorality for those who are single, and adultery for 

those who are married  

 1 Corinthians 7:7 - porneia refers to sexual sin outside of 

marriage, i.e. adultery 

 Galatians 5:19 - porneia refers to sexual sin other than adultery 

 1 Corinthians 6:18, Ephesians 5:3, 1 Thessalonians 4:3, 

Colossians 3:5 - porneia seems to refer to general sexual sin 

 

Again, to say unchastity (porneia) in the context of Matthew 

5:31,32 exclusively means adultery is presumptuous because 

porneia refers to a broad range of sexual sins throughout the New 

Testament.   

 

Due to lack of any evidence in the context of Matthew 5:31,32 

regarding the betrothal period, interpretation #2 of seeing porneia 

referring to unfaithfulness during the betrothal period, also seems 

unlikely. Interpretation #2 is sometimes linked to the Deuteronomy 

24 passage, saying this passage refers to the betrothal period, but 

the context of the verses in Deuteronomy seems to refer to 

husband-wife relationships, not betrothal. Thus, this view is not the 

best choice. 

 

Regarding view #3, porneia could refer to incestuous relationships 

but since porneia is used to refer to adultery and other sexual sin in 

other passages, this view also seems too narrow. 
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Interpretation #4 of seeing porneia referring to a wide range of 

sexual sins seems most plausible. It could mean an incestuous 

marriage, but it also could mean adultery, molestation, sodomy, 

etc. In other words, Jesus is saying the only acceptable reason for 

divorce is when a spouse is involved in sexual sin.   

 

At this point some folks would say every man is guilty of porneia 

because every man has lusted in his heart (Mt 5:27,28). Although 

this is true, to say lustful thoughts are grounds for divorce would 

be like saying everyone should be put to death because all have 

been angry with or said some cutting remark to a brother (Mt 

5:21,22). It also would be like saying everyone should tear out 

their eyes because they looked upon something and coveted it (Mt 

5:29,30). Mutilation is not Jesus' point in the Matthew 5:29,30. 

Instead He is teaching that sin starts in the attitudes long before it 

becomes an action, and should be dealt with firmly before it is 

acted out.  

 

Getting back to divorce, it seems far-fetched that Jesus would tell 

people to divorce their spouses because those spouses entertained 

lustful thoughts. It must be made clear that it is the act of porneia, 

not the thought of porneia that gives legitimate grounds for 

divorce.  On the other hand, it is imperative for Christians to take 

every thought captive in obedience to Christ (2 Cor 10:5). If sinful 

thoughts are not dealt with they can lead to sinful actions.  

 

Divorce can cause adultery 
Notice, too, Matthew 5:31,32 states, "...everyone who divorces his 

wife, except for the cause of unchastity, makes her commit 

adultery; and whoever marries a divorced woman commits 

adultery." 

 

How does a husband cause his wife to commit adultery if he 

divorces her for reasons other than unchastity? The answer is 
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straightforward – as previously stated, in biblical times it was 

nearly impossible for a single woman to survive financially on her 

own. If she were divorced, she would likely marry again out of 

shear economic desperation. If she got divorced for any other 

reason than unchastity, she would be committing adultery if she 

got married again. The person she married would also be 

committing adultery. The husband would thus be partly 

responsible for creating an adulterous relationship because he had 

divorced his wife for unbiblical reasons.  

 

Another logical and implied inference in the passage is that if she 

were divorced for unchastity, she would not be guilty of adultery if 

she remarried. In the same way, the person who married her also 

would not be guilty of adultery.  

 

Jesus’ comprehensive teaching on 

divorce and remarriage 
Perhaps the most comprehensive passage 

in the New Testament regarding divorce 

and remarriage is Matthew 19:3-9. In 

many ways it seems to parallel Mark 

10:2-12. The Matthew passage states,  

 

3 And some Pharisees came to Him  

(Jesus), testing Him, and saying, "Is it 

lawful for a man to divorce his wife for 

any cause at all?"  4 And He answered 

and said, "Have you not read, that He 

who created them from the beginning made them male and 

female,  5  and said, 'For this cause a man shall leave his 

father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife; and the two 

shall become one flesh'?  6  Consequently they are no longer 

two but one flesh. What therefore God has joined together, 

let no man separate."  7 They said to him, "Why then did 

Moses command to give her a certificate and divorce her?'   
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8 He said to them, "Because of your hardness of heart, Moses 

permitted you to divorce your wives; but from the beginning 

it has not been this way.  9  And I say to you, 'Whoever 

divorces his wife, except for immorality (porneia), and 

marries another woman commits adultery." 

 

Notice the Pharisees tested Jesus to see how He would respond. 

They wanted to find ways to accuse Him of heresy or blasphemy. 

Notice, too, the Pharisees posed the hotly debated question that 

divided the Hillel and Shammai camps, "Was it lawful for a 

husband to divorce his wife for any reason at all?" Hillel said, 

"Yes!" Shammai said, "No!" The Pharisees wanted to know what 

view Jesus held. As usual, Jesus turned the tables and posed His 

own question asking the Pharisees if they understood God's 

original intent for marriage. He quoted Genesis 2:24 that showed 

God's foundational plan; one man was to marry one woman, and 

through that union the two would become one flesh!  Jesus further 

stated, "What therefore God has joined together, let no man 

separate." He was clearly showing the Pharisees that God intended 

marriage to be one man joined to one woman for life.   

 

In order to trap Jesus, the Pharisees then asked 

why Moses commanded a man to give his wife a 

certificate of divorce. Jesus answered this 

question by saying Moses had permitted men to 

divorce their wives because of the hardness of 

their hearts. In other words, men perverted God's 

original intent for marriage by divorcing their 

wives. Men also twisted Moses' teaching in 

Deuteronomy 24 by making it a license to divorce 

their wives for any reason at all. Moses originally 

instituted the law to protect divorced women, not 

to command or support divorce! The law simply 

ensured that divorced women would get a 

certificate of divorce so they could remarry.    
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Jesus then stated there was one legitimate reason for divorce. That 

reason was unchastity (porneia). In God's eyes, men were not 

allowed to divorce their wives for any reason at all, as taught by 

Hillel and insinuated by the Pharisees. Divorce was only legitimate 

if one of the spouses was involved in unchastity!   

 

It must also be understood that Jesus did not command people to 

divorce their spouses if porneia occurred. As was seen in Hosea, a 

spouse was encouraged to seek to restore and rebuild a relationship 

ravaged by porneia if at all possible. But, a person whose spouse 

committed porneia was allowed to get a divorce. 

 

Understanding once again why God allows divorce 
Many people have asked, "If God hates divorce, why would He 

even allow it?"  The answer may be found in what was stated 

previously, "God also hates immorality!" In addition, marriage is a 

covenant where two people commit themselves to each other for 

life. They consummate that commitment through sexual 

intercourse. This physical union is the one thing they alone may 

share. If they give themselves sexually to another person, they 

effectively break the one-flesh relationship and destroy the 

covenant bond. At this point the marriage is broken. If the spouse 

who was not involved in porneia decides to allow the erring mate 

to stay, God can bless that decision. If, however, he or she decides 

to end the relationship, God allows that choice as well. If the 

faithful mate decides to end the marriage, it is not the hardness of 

their heart that caused the break-up, but the hardness of the one 

who chose to break the marriage bond by getting involved in 

porneia.   

 

Many people hope an offended spouse will be gracious and 

reconcile with an erring mate, but this is not a requirement. Some 

people would even accuse an offended spouse of being hard-

hearted if they do not give an erring mate a second or third chance, 
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but again, this is not required. The choice to accept an erring 

spouse back is exclusively that of the offended party as he or she 

searches their heart before God. They may seek counsel from their 

pastor, family and friends, but the ultimate decision is theirs.  

 

Some people would also say God would get greater glory if the 

offended spouse allowed the erring mate to return because it would 

show forgiveness and grace. Although God gets glory through 

mercy, He also gets it through righteous judgment. 

 

When Jesus accused people of having hard hearts in getting 

divorces, I do not believe He was referring to those who divorced a 

spouse for the cause of porneia. Remember, in the Old Testament, 

those who committed adultery (one meaning of porneia) were 

sentenced to death by stoning. No one accused God of being hard-

hearted for having these people stoned who themselves had been 

hard-hearted by sinning in the first place. It is also very probable 

that those who were stoned were repentant, but their repentance 

did not mitigate their punishment.  

 

Divorce may have replaced stoning 
Some commentators believe divorce in New Testament times took 

the place of stoning in Old Testament times. After the Jews lost 

their autonomy they were not always allowed to put people to 

death for violating their laws.  

Often they had to submit to 

the laws of those who ruled 

over them. In no place is this 

clearer than in the Jews 

attempt to kill Jesus. At that 

time in history the Jews were 

under Roman rule. Although 

Jewish law permitted the 

death penalty for blasphemy, 

Roman law did not. The Jews 
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were forced to take Christ (who they accused of blasphemy) before 

Roman authorities in a desperate attempt to have Him put to death.   

 

God's hatred of divorce has not changed nor has His view of 

adultery. Divorce is a means of meting out consequences for those 

who have hardened their hearts against God and their spouse by 

getting involved in porneia. The stoning of an adulterer in Old 

Testament times sent a strong message to those who might think of 

cheating on their spouse.  Today, divorce for porneia does the 

same thing. That is not to say people should immediately think of 

divorce in the case of porneia. They should think of reconciliation.  

But after prayer, and depending on the circumstances of the sin, 

the ultimate choice is in the hands of the offended party. They 

must make the decision whether or not to allow an erring spouse to 

return. And they also must reap whatever consequences that 

decision brings. 

 

If an erring spouse repents it is much more likely an offended 

spouse will take him or her back. Whether or not the offending 

party repents, it is important for the innocent spouse to forgive the 

offender (Mark 11:25). Reconciliation, however, is another matter.  

Forgiveness does not necessarily equate with reconciliation. 

Although an offended spouse forgives an erring mate, it does not 

mean he or she is obligated to welcome the spouse back. The issue 

may be one of trust. It is possible to forgive someone and yet not 

trust them. A spouse who forgives an erring mate no longer holds 

bitterness or resentment toward the offender, but still may choose 

to get a divorce. Sin has its consequences! 

 

Is a divorced person free to remarry? 
When a person was put to death for adultery in Old Testament 

times, the spouse was free to remarry. Today, spouses are also free 

to remarry when divorce occurs because of porneia. This is the 

insinuation of Jesus in Mt 19:9, "And I say to you, whoever 

divorces his wife, except for immorality (porneia) and marries 
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another woman commits adultery."  The logical opposite would 

thus be true, "Whoever divorces his wife for immorality and 

marries another woman does NOT commit adultery." This is a 

clear way to understand the sentence structure.  

 

In the Old Testament, a person was not relegated to a life of 

singleness because his spouse was put to death for adultery. 

Likewise today, a person does not have to remain single if his or 

her spouse is divorced because of porneia. It is inappropriate to 

punish an innocent spouse for the sin of an erring mate. This will 

be discussed further when Romans 7:2,3 is addressed. 

 

People may think, "So, all it takes to get rid of a spouse is to 

commit adultery? This sounds like a great way to divorce my 

spouse so I can remarry." Such thinking is foolish to the nth 

degree! To intentionally commit porneia in order to break the 

marriage bond puts God to the test. Scripture strictly forbids such 

behavior (Lk 4:12). God may deal harshly with those who presume 

upon His grace. If, however, a presumptuous Christian deliberately 

commits porneia in order to divorce a spouse, I believe the 

decision for divorce rests with the offended party, not the offender.  

 

Jesus’ teaching in other gospels 
The next key passage in the New 

Testament regarding divorce is Mark 

10:2-12. In many ways it seems to 

parallel Matthew 19:3-9. There are 

however some significant differences 

that indicate it may record a separate 

incident. The text reads, 

 

2  And some Pharisees came up to Him, testing Him, and 

began to question Him whether it was lawful for a man to 

divorce a wife.  3  And He answered and said to them, "What 

did Moses command you?"  4  And they said, "Moses 
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permitted a man to write a certificate of divorce and send her 

away."  5  But Jesus said to them, "Because of the hardness 

of heart he wrote you this commandment.  6  But from the 

beginning of creation, God made them male and female.       

7  For this cause a man shall leave His father and mother,    

8 and the two shall become one flesh; consequently they are 

no longer two, but one flesh.  9  What therefore God has 

joined together, let no man separate."  10  And in the house 

the disciples began questioning Him about this again.         

11  And He said to them, "Whoever divorces his wife and 

marries another woman commits adultery against her;        

12  and if she herself divorces her husband and marries 

another man, she is committing adultery." 

 

In this passage the Pharisees test Jesus. They want to know if it is 

lawful for a man to divorce his wife. Jesus responds by asking 

them what Moses commanded. It appears that He is trying to get 

the Pharisees to recall Moses' commandment in Genesis 2:24 

which addressed the permanence of marriage. Instead, the 

Pharisees point out Moses' words in Deuteronomy 24 where he 

permitted divorce. Jesus then reiterates that Moses only gave them 

this directive in Deuteronomy because of the hardness of people's 

hearts. Jesus then takes His disciples into a house where they 

further question Him. In the house He says,  

 

11  Whoever divorces his wife and marries another woman 

commits adultery against her;  12  and if she herself divorces 

her husband and marries another man, she is committing 

adultery.  

 

Unlike the Matthew 19 passage where Jesus shares these final 

words with the Pharisees, here He only shares them with His 

disciples. This may indicate a separate incident. It is interesting to 

note that Jesus does not use the exception clause (except for the 

cause of porneia) in this passage. Perhaps He did this because the 
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disciples were specifically questioning Him about the 

Deuteronomy passage addressed by the Pharisees. Even though 

Moses permitted divorce in Deuteronomy 24:1-3, God did not 

condone it. If a woman who was divorced because of indecency, 

married a second time, she became defiled (Deuteronomy 24:4). It 

appears that people who got divorced using Deuteronomy as their 

grounds were committing adultery. The only permissible reason 

for divorce is stated in the two Matthew passages. That reason is 

porneia, i.e. sexual sin.  

 

The decision by Jesus not to use the exception clause in Mark does 

not negate its use in Matthew. God only has to say something once 

in Scripture for it to be true.   

 

In Luke 16:18 the exception clause is also absent,  "Everyone who 

divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery; and he 

who marries one who is divorced from a husband commits 

adultery." Why the exception clause is not used is unclear, but this 

does not negate its use in the two Matthew passages. Again, God 

only has to say something once for it to be true. 

 

Other thoughts on porneia 
If a person decides to get divorced because of porneia, it is 

important that this decision not be made hastily. To do so may not 

give emotions time to settle, or God time to work.  In addition, if a 

person starts the divorce process, that process may be stopped at 

any time if the innocent spouse decides to give the marriage 

another try and if the offending spouse is agreeable to 

reconciliation. During such emotionally stressful times the 

innocent party must guard his or her heart carefully. It would be 

easy to get caught up in a new relationship with someone who 

showed the care and concern lacking in the erring spouse.  If a new 

relationship is started, it must not begin before the divorce is final. 

To pursue such a relationship would be equivalent to a second act 

of porneia. The divorce is final only when it has gone through the 
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whole legal process and been declared final, not before! It would 

even be advisable to wait a reasonable amount of time after the 

divorce is final to pursue a new relationship so that any appearance 

of evil is avoided. In addition, this gives God more time to do 

whatever He might be trying to accomplish in the lives of the 

divorced couple. It is also important that Christians in a church 

show love and concern for both parties in the midst of a divorce, 

and not take up an offense for either one, no matter what the 

circumstances surrounding the break-up. 

 

Paul’s teachings on divorce and remarriage 
In Romans 7:2,3 the apostle Paul gives more information 

regarding divorce and remarriage.   

 

2  For the married woman is bound by law to her husband 

while he is living; but if her husband dies, she is released 

from the law concerning the husband.  3  So then if, while her 

husband is living, she is joined to another man, she shall be 

called an adulteress; but if her husband dies, she is free from 

the law, so that she is not an adulteress, though she is joined 

to another man.   

 

The clear teaching of these verses is that a married woman is 

bound by law to her husband until he dies. At that point, she is 

released and free to remarry. If she remarries prior to his death she 

commits adultery. Generally speaking married people are bound 

for life. As has been seen in other passages, the only exception to 

this rule is if one spouse breaks the marriage bond through 

porneia.  

 

Some people try to use Romans 7:2,3 to teach that divorce and 

remarriage are not allowed in Scripture for any reason. To utilize 

these verses in this way is to take them out of context and make 

them say something beyond Paul's intent. If Romans 7:2,3 is read 

in the greater context of Romans 7:1-13 it is clear the passage is 
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not so much a treatise on divorce and remarriage as it is on the fact 

that Christians who are joined to Christ are no longer bound to the 

law. Listen to some of these verses, 

 

1  Or do you not know, brethren (for I am speaking to those 

who know the law), that the law has jurisdiction over a 

person as long as he lives?  2  For the married woman is 

bound by law to her husband while he is living; but if her 

husband dies, she is released from the law concerning the 

husband.  3  So then if, while her husband is living, she is 

joined to another man, she shall be called an adulteress; but 

if her husband dies, she is free from the law, so that she is not 

an adulteress, though she is joined to another man.  4  

Therefore, my brethren, you also were made to die to the Law 

through the body of Christ, that you might be joined to 

another, to Him who was raised from the dead, that we might 

bear fruit for God.  5  For while we were in the flesh, the 

sinful passions, which were {aroused} by the Law, were at 

work in the members of our body to bear fruit for death.  6  

But now we have been released from the Law, having died to 

that by which we were bound, so that we serve in newness of 

the Spirit and not in oldness of the letter. (Rom 7:1-6,NAS) 

 

Christians married to Christians  
1 Corinthians 7:10-16 and verses 39 

and 40 are key in understanding 

biblical teaching on divorce and 

remarriage. In verses 10-16 Paul 

addresses two groups of people; 

Christians married to Christians, and 

Christians married to non-Christians. 

First in verses 10 and 11 he addresses 

Christians married to Christians.  
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10  But to the married I give instructions, not I, but the Lord, 

that the wife should not leave her husband.  11  (but if she 

does leave, let her remain unmarried, or else be reconciled to 

her husband), and that the husband should not send his wife 

away.   

 

To this first group Paul says wives are not to leave (chorizo) their 

husbands and husbands are not to send away (aphiemi) their 

wives. Chorizo means to depart from, separate or put asunder. 

Aphiemi means to forsake, let alone or send away. Although the 

primary word for divorce in the New Testament is apoluo (from 

apo meaning away from, and luo meaning to loose), the words 

chorizo (leave) and aphiemi (send away) both speak of what 

happens when a person gets divorced. They leave and are sent 

away. In other words when Christians are married to Christians 

there is to be no divorce other than for the cause of porneia. This 

parallels Jesus teaching in Matthew 5:32 and 19:6. But if a 

Christian husband or wife chooses to sin and step out of God’s will 

by divorcing their Christian spouse, they are not free to remarry. 

To do so would be equivalent to adultery because the marriage 

bond had not been broken by porneia. If divorce happens, the only 

acceptable option is reconciliation. 

 

Just because Christians are not to get divorced from one another 

there is nothing in Scripture that forbids legal separation. Such 

separation can allow couples to get the help they need in order to 

get their marriage back on track. Some marital relationships (even 

among Christians) become so bad that although porneia has not 

occurred, a time of separation may be a good idea. Perhaps a wife 

or husband is in a physically or an emotionally abusive 

relationship, or in some other situation they deem intolerable. 

Legal separation can get them away from their difficult 

circumstance until their spouse gets the help he or she needs.  
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Legal separation has its hardships. The financial stress of 

maintaining two households can put further pressure on a marriage, 

but it is worth it if the marriage can be saved in the long run. Legal 

separation also gives churches the opportunity to come alongside 

hurting couples with emotional and financial support, and with 

counseling. 

 

Unfortunately there are times when one Christian will choose to 

divorce his or her spouse for reasons other than porneia. Even if 

one spouse sees their marital situation as hopeless, they still must 

not divorce their spouse. To do so is to step outside of God’s will. 

Instead they need to have faith and realize there is always hope 

with the Lord. He can bring healing to the home if spouses submit 

to His Lordship.  

 

To Summarize 1 Corinthians 7:10,11, if two Christians are married 

they should not get divorced but they may need to go through a 

time of legal separation. If one spouse chooses to get divorced 

anyway, neither spouse is free to remarry, but they may be 

reconciled. The only legitimate reason for divorce is porneia 

(sexual immorality). This is God’s plan, and God always knows 

what’s best. 

 

Christians married to non-Christians 
After addressing Christians in 1 Corinthians 7:10,11, Paul 

addresses another group in verses 12-16 – Christians married to 

non-Christians.  

 

12  But to the rest I say, not the Lord, that if any brother has 

a wife who is an unbeliever, and she consents to live with 

him, let him not send her away.  13  And a woman who has 

an unbelieving husband, and he consents to live with her, let 

her not send her husband away.  14  For the unbelieving 

husband is sanctified through his wife, and the unbelieving 

wife is sanctified through her believing husband; for 
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otherwise your children are unclean, but now they are holy.  

15  Yet if the unbelieving one leaves, let him leave, the 

brother or the sister is not under bondage in such cases, but 

God has called us to peace.  16  For how do you know, O 

wife, whether you will save your husband? Or how do you 

know, O husband, whether you will save your wife? 

 

Unfortunately in the early church when married people came to 

Christ, often their spouses did not. They thus became involved in 

mixed marriages – a Christian married to a non-Christian. 

Although Paul later showed the importance of not being unequally 

yoked together with non-believers (2 Corinthians 6:14), this did 

not help those who were already struggling with a spouse who did 

not embrace their new Christian worldview. Some folks in this 

situation were applying Ezra's standard by getting rid of their 

unbelieving spouses (Ezra 10:10-12). Paul again stresses the 

importance of not divorcing. If the unbeliever wants to stay, the 

believer must not force him or her to leave. In such cases the 

believer has the opportunity to be God's channel of blessing. 

Spouses and children might even be won to the Lord! The 

Christian spouse is a sanctifying influence in a home.  

 

But if the unbeliever refuses to stay, divorce is allowed (Yet if the 

unbelieving one leaves, let him leave. v15). If this happens, the 

believer is not under bondage (v15). The question arises, "What 

does not under bondage mean?" The word bondage is douloo 

meaning enslaved. Some feel it means the believer is not enslaved 

to the marriage. In other words he is not obligated to keep trying to 

save the marriage, but may not remarry. Others feel the believer is 

also free to remarry because the word bondage (douloo) in verse 

15 comes from the root word bound (deo - meaning to bind ) 

found in verses 39 and 40, 

 

39 "A wife is bound as long as her husband lives; but if her 

husband is dead, she is free to be married to whom she 
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wishes, but only in the Lord. 40 But in my opinion she is 

happier if she remains as she is; and I think that I also have 

the Spirit of God. 

 

A wife or husband is bound to their mate as long as their mate is 

alive but is free to remarry if the spouse dies. In the same way, if 

an unbelieving spouse divorces his believing mate, that mate is 

granted special grace by God and is not under bondage to the 

marital relationship. In other words they could not prevent the 

unbeliever from leaving and God thus allows them the freedom to 

remarry if they so choose. The new marriage must be to another 

Christian, however. 

 

Whichever view of the word bondage a person takes it seems 

reconciliation is still the best solution if at all possible.  

 

Notice the passage does not give believers the right to leave 

unbelievers. The passage does not say, "If the believing one leaves, 

let him leave," but instead, "If the unbelieving one leaves, let him 

leave." If an unbeliever wants out of a mixed marriage, he or she is 

allowed to leave, and the believing spouse is then free to remarry 

after the divorce is final. But there is no provision made for a 

dissatisfied believer divorcing an unbeliever. Some might say this 

is unfair, but God has an important reason for believers sticking it 

out. He desires to work in and through them to influence their 

unbelieving spouses. 1 Peter 3:1,2 further emphasizes the power a 

believing wife can have on an unbelieving husband.   

 

1 In the same way, you wives, be submissive to your 

own husbands so that even if any of them are 

disobedient to the word, they may be won without a 

word by the behavior of their wives, 2 as they observe 

your chaste and respectful behavior. 
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Believing wives were to love their unbelieving husbands instead of 

preaching to them. Their chaste and respectful behavior would in 

the worst case bring peace to the home. In the best case it would be 

influential in bringing the unbelieving spouse to Christ.   

 

Believing spouses must not try to drive their unbelieving mates out 

of the home by making life miserable for them. Instead they are to 

do all they can to be a positive, loving witness in hopes of winning 

their spouse to Christ. 

 

Concluding remarks 
Marriage is holy in the sight of God. He intended it to be one man 

and one woman for life (Gen 2:24). God hates divorce (Mal 2:16). 

God also hates immorality (Jer 3:8). He allows divorce for the 

cause of porneia (Mt 5:32, Mt 19:9) because sexual immorality 

breaks the marriage bond. Although a person has the right to 

divorce in such cases, he does not 

have to do so. Based on the book 

of Hosea, God encourages couples 

to seek reconciliation instead of 

divorce. The spouse who has been 

sinned against can exercise the 

same grace extended to them by 

God. Every Christian 

contemplating divorce knows he 

or she has willfully and repeatedly 

sinned against God and yet God 

has taken them back. The ultimate 

decision for divorce, however, lies 

with the offended party. It is key 

they not make a hasty decision. 

Wise counsel from many sources 

is always in order (Prov 11:14). If divorce takes place because of 

porneia, remarriage is permitted (Mt 5:32). Remarriage is also 

permitted if a spouse dies (1 Cor 7:39), and in the case of an 
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unbeliever leaving a believer (1 Cor 7:15). Any new marriage by a 

divorced Christian must, however, be to another believer (1 Cor 

7:39, 2 Cor 6:14). 

 

Although some people say there are no Scriptural grounds for 

divorce and remarriage, the whole counsel of God’s Word does not 

support that view. There are times when both divorce and 

remarriage are permitted. If Christians bound in marriage decide to 

separate for other reasons, they must remain single or be 

reconciled to their spouse (1 Cor 7:10,11). 

 

God is the author of marriage. Marriage is the means by which He 

brings together his finest creation – human beings – so they can 

propagate the race and build a strong social fabric. We as humans 

must do all we can to preserve God’s sacred institution.
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Study Questions 
 

 

1. Have you ever known a family that was devastated by 

divorce? 

 

 

 

 

2. Have you ever known a family where it seemed divorce was 

a good solution to their problems? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What are the four basic views of divorce? 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Read Malachi 2:16. What does it teach about divorce? 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Why would God use such a strong term like “hate” in 

Malachi 2:16 when describing His feelings about divorce? 
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6. What are some of the reasons why God hates divorce? 

 

 

 

 

 

7. What does Ecclesiastes 5:4,5 teach about vows? 

 

 

 

 

 

8. What does Jeremiah 3:8 teach about God’s view of 

immorality? Explain the verse in your own words. 

 

 

 

 

 

9. Is divorce for the wrong reasons, sin? Explain. 

 

 

 

 

 

10. What are some of the possible meanings of indecency in  

      Deuteronomy 24:1-4? 

 

 

 

 

11. According to Mt 19:7,8 why did Moses allow divorce in the 

Old Testament? 
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12. What was the marital prohibition in Deuteronomy 24:3,4? 

 

 

 

 

 

13. Why did Ezra encourage the Jews to divorce their foreign 

 wives in Ezra 10:10-12? 

 

 

 

 

14. How does the book of Hosea relate to the subject of divorce 

and remarriage? 

 

 

 

 

15. In your own words summarize the Old Testament teaching 

regarding divorce and remarriage. 

 

 

 

 

16. What did Jesus teach about divorce in Mt 5:31,32? 

 

 

 

 

17. In Jesus’ time what were the two schools of thought on 

divorce and remarriage? 
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18. What is the best meaning of the word porneia and why is it 

grounds for divorce? 

 

 

 

 

19. Read Mt 5:31,32. Why can divorce cause adultery? 

 

 

 

 

20. Why is it possible that divorce in the New Testament 

replaced stoning in the Old Testament? 

 

 

 

 

21. According to Mt 19:9 is there ever a time when a divorced 

person would be free to remarry? 

 

 

 

22. Explain why a person does not necessarily have to get 

divorced if their spouse commits porneia. 

 

 

 

23. What two groups does Paul address in 1 Corinthians 7:10-

16, 39, 40 and what does he teach them about divorce and 

remarriage? 
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If you are not a Christian but are interested in knowing what it takes to have 

a personal relationship with God here is what you should know.  

 

- God created humans as his finest creation. He created them with 

the ability to make moral choices (Genesis 1-3) 

- Mankind chose to disobey God (to sin) – Genesis 3 

- Sin separates mankind from God – Isaiah 59:2 

- All humans have sinned – Romans 3:23 

- The penalty for sin is death – Romans 6:23 (All men will die 

physically. Their sin also causes them to be spiritually dead. If they 

die without having their sin forgiven, they will be eternally 

separated from God.) 

- After physical death comes judgment – Hebrews 9:27 (Men will 

stand before God and be judged. Those whose sins are not forgiven 

will be eternally separated from Him in Hell.) 

- No amount of good works, or any other human effort can pay the 

penalty for a person’s sin & get him into heaven – Ephesians 2:8,9 

- Only Christ can/did pay the penalty for man’s sin – 1 Peter 3:18 

- A person’s salvation is not automatic. Instead it comes when a 

person believes in God by placing his faith in Him – John 3:16 

(This is not just head belief, it is wholehearted commitment.) 

- A person can place his trust in Christ by receiving Him as Lord 

(the One who now calls the shots in a person’s life), and Savior 

(the One who saves him from sin). – John 1:12, Romans 10:9,10 

 

If you would like to place your faith in Christ today, here is a prayer you can 

pray. As you pray, remember that God is more concerned with the attitude of 

your heart than the exact words you use. He loves you. 

 

Salvation Prayer - Lord, I admit to You that I am a sinner. I have sinned in 

thought, word, and deed. I repent of my sin and ask You to forgive me, and 

to come into my life through the power of the Holy Spirit to be my Lord and 

Savior. I give myself to You. Make me the person You want me to be. 

 

If you sincerely prayed this prayer you are saved. Your salvation is not 

based on any good thing you have done, but on Christ’s death for you on the 

cross. In order to grow as a Christian, you are encouraged to get a Bible and 

to begin reading and studying it. You are also encouraged to get involved in 
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a good church and to pray. If you have Christian friends, tell them about 

your decision and allow them to help you grow in your faith. Blessings… 
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