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THE DIVINE DIRECTIVE  
 

Deuteronomy 6:1-9 
 

 

What does it take to bring the blessing of God on a nation?  If you 
said, "To get the bulk of the nation following God's ways," you 
would be right. If God sees a nation actively following His ways, 
He will bless them. If He sees them turn away from Him, He may 
weigh them in the balance, find them wanting, remove His 
blessing, and bring judgment.   
 
Our nation which was founded on Christian principles has drifted 
away from its moorings. Culture has infiltrated many churches 
rather than those churches making an impact on the culture.  
 
One of the ways we can keep God’s blessing in our nation is if 
churches help individuals and families get and stay on track for 
God. It is our goal today to look at a passage written to the Jewish 
nation as they were about to go into the Promised Land. God had 
specific instructions for them if they wanted to remain in the Land 
and continue to receive His blessing. This message explores those 
instructions which are called, “The Divine Directive.”   
 
With these thoughts in mind, please turn in your Bibles to 
Deuteronomy 6:1-9. Before reading the passage, let me give a 
brief background to the passage. 
  
- forty years had passed since Israel left Egypt 
- the generation of rebellious, grumblers had died out 
- the children of Israel were poised at the top of the Dead Sea to 

enter the Land 
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- Moses had recounted to the people their wanderings, God's 
great miracles, and God's law 

- Moses told the people that they had agreed to do whatever 
God told Moses to tell them to do 

- Moses had just recounted the Ten Commandments in 
Deuteronomy chapter five but now there was more to share 

- He now tells them what it will take for them to have God's 
continuous blessing 

 
Moses addresses the people and gives them the Divine Directive: 
 
Deuteronomy 6:1-9 (NASB) states, 

  
1 "Now this is the commandment, the statutes and the 
judgments which the LORD your God has commanded me to 
teach you, that you might do them in the land where you are 
going over to possess it, 2 so that you and your son and your 
grandson might fear the LORD your God, to keep all His 
statutes and His commandments which I command you, all 
the days of your life, and that your days may be prolonged. 3 

"O Israel, you should listen and be careful to do it, that it 
may be well with you and that you may multiply greatly, just 
as the LORD, the God of your fathers, has promised you, in a 
land flowing with milk and honey. 4 "Hear, O Israel! The 
LORD is our God, the LORD is one! 5 "You shall love the LORD 
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with 
all your might. 6 "These words, which I am commanding you 
today, shall be on your heart. 7 "You shall teach them 
diligently to your sons and shall talk of them when you sit in 
your house and when you walk by the way and when you lie 
down and when you rise up. 8 "You shall bind them as a sign 
on your hand and they shall be as frontals on your forehead. 
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9 "You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and 
on your gates.  

 

8 Truths about the Divine Directive 
 
1. The DD involves a commandment, statutes and judgments - v1  
Deuteronomy 6:1-9 (NASB)  
1 "Now this is the commandment, the statutes and the judgments 
which the LORD your God has commanded me to teach you, that 
you might do them in the land where you are going over to 
possess it,  
 
Commandments - Notice it says “Now this is the commandment” 
not commandments. The people had already received the Ten 
Commandments. Now there was one more commandment they 
needed to hear. We’ll look at the commandment in verse five 
which states, “And you shall love the LORD your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all your might.” 
 
Statutes – The statutes were the various specific rules and 
regulations the Jews were to follow. These statutes were 
sprinkled throughout chapters 6-11. They were things like: 
 
- Deut 6:13 – you shall fear only the LORD, your God; and you 

shall worship Him and swear by His name. 
- Deut 6:14 – you shall not follow other gods, any of the gods of 

the people who surround you 
- Deut 6:16 – you shall not put your LORD God to the test 
 
These statutes made it clear what the Jews were to do and not to 
do. 
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Judgments – The judgments laid out what would happen both 
good and bad if the Jews either chose to obey, or not obey God’s 
commandment and statutes. Again these judgments are sprinkled 
throughout Deuteronomy chapters 6-11. One example is: 
 
- If the Jews failed to obey, Deut 6:15 states, “…the anger of the 

LORD your God will be kindled against you, and He will wipe 
you off the face of the earth.” This would be a negative 
example of bad judgment that would happen if the Jews 
neglected to follow God. Pretty severe. 

- Deut 6:18 states the flip side of the coin. – “You shall do what is 
right and good in the sight of the LORD, that it may be well with 
you and that you may go in and possess the good land…” In this 
case the judgment would be a blessing. 

 
2. God views both knowing and doing the DD as imperative - v1 
Again, Deuteronomy 6:1 states, "Now this is the commandment, 
the statutes and the judgments which the LORD your God has 
commanded me to teach you, that you might do them in the land 
where you are going over to possess it,”   
 
God wanted the Jews to be sure they knew that following God 
was more than knowing the right thing to do. They actually had to 
do it. Knowing what to do is never enough. Knowing must lead to 
doing. Moses was commanded to teach the people, and the 
people were commanded to do what they were taught 
 
It would be a matter of obedience for the Jews. God was giving 
the children of Israel instructions regarding what they must do 
when they entered the Promised Land. If they did it they would be 
blessed. If they did not do it, God would expel them from the 
land. 
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Jesus gave similar instructions in John 14:21, “He who has My 
commandments and keeps them is the one who loves Me...” This 
verse stresses the importance of doing; obedience. 
 
Jesus went on to say in John 14:23-24, “...23 If anyone loves Me, 
he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will 
come to him and make Our abode with him.  24 "He who does not 
love Me does not keep My words.” Again, obedience is the key. 
 
Many people in the world today know what they should be doing, 
but fail to do it. As Christians, we must not only learn God’s Word 
about how to live, we must obey it.  
  

We even admire the obedience a dog shows to its master! 
Archibald Rutledge wrote that one day he met a man whose 
dog had just been killed in a forest fire. Heartbroken, the 
man explained to Rutledge how it happened. Because he 
worked out-of-doors, he often took his dog with him. That 
morning, he left the animal in a clearing and gave him a 
command to stay and watch his lunch bucket while he went 
into the forest. His faithful friend understood, for that's 
exactly what he did. Then a fire started in the woods, and 
soon the blaze spread to the spot where the dog had been 
left. But he didn't move. He stayed right where he was, in 
perfect obedience to his master's word. With tearful eyes, 
the dog's owner said, "I always had to be careful what I told 
him to do, because I knew he would do it." (From Our Daily 
Bread) 

 
An earthly master may give bad advice. God on the other hand 
only gives us the best advice. Obedience always leads to blessing. 
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3. Doing the directive brings amazing blessing - vv2-3 
Deuteronomy 6:2,3 states,  
 

“2 so that you and your son and your grandson might fear 
the LORD your God, to keep all His statutes and His 
commandments which I command you, all the days of your 
life, and that your days may be prolonged. 3 "O Israel, you 
should listen and be careful to do it, that it may be well with 
you and that you may multiply greatly, just as the LORD, the 
God of your fathers, has promised you, in a land flowing 
with milk and honey.  
 

As a matter of fact, doing what God says brings rather amazing 
blessings. Look what God promised the Jews in verse 2. 
 
v2 it affects several generations - you, your son, and your 
grandson might fear the LORD 
v2 it brings quantity of life - that your days may be prolonged (in 
the Promised Land) 
v3 it brings quality of life - that it may be well with you 
v4 it brings prosperity - that you may multiply greatly 
 
Who doesn’t want to affect future generations for good? Every 
Christian should want that. Who doesn’t want quantity of life, 
quality of life, and prosperity? We all do! Then we need to be sure 
that we do what God says. 
 
4.  The DD involves loving God with one’s total being - vv4-5 
Deuteronomy 6:4,5 states, “4 "Hear, O Israel! The LORD is our 
God, the LORD is one! 5 "You shall love the LORD your God with all 
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your heart and with all your soul and with all your might.”  
 
The sentence, “Hear, O Israel! The LORD is our God, the LORD is 
one!” is known as the Shema.  Shema is from the Hebrew word to 
hear.  This statement is the basic confession of faith for Jews. 
 
It is not about a list of do’s and don’ts it is about love. Jesus gave a 
similar commandment in Mark 12:28-32, 
 

28 One of the scribes came and heard them arguing, and 
recognizing that He had answered them well, asked Him, 
"What commandment is the foremost of all?" 29 Jesus 
answered, "The foremost is, 'HEAR, O ISRAEL! THE LORD 
OUR GOD IS ONE LORD;  30 AND YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD 
YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR 
SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND, AND WITH ALL YOUR 
STRENGTH.'  31 "The second is this, 'YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR 
NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.' There is no other commandment 
greater than these."  (NASB) 

 
Heart equals the inner most part of a person. Soul or nephesh 
means breath. Might means physical strength. We are to love God 
with out total being. 
 
5. The doing of the DD must start with adults - v6 
Deuteronomy 6:6 states, “These words, which I am commanding 
you today, shall be on your heart.”  
 
The words that God commands must be in the hearts of adults. It 
is not enough just to have them in your head. If the truth of God is 
simply in a person’s head, he probably will not obey it. It is only 
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when God’s truth grips a person’s heart that he begins to value it 
and obey it. Do you love God’s truth like that? 
   
6.  The DD must be transferred to the next generation through 
the home - v7 
Deuteronomy 6:7 states, “You shall teach them diligently to your 
sons and shall talk of them when you sit in your house and when 
you walk by the way and when you lie down and when you rise 
up. “ 
 
It is God’s plan to pass His truth from one generation to the next, 
and it is primarily to be done through the home. Parents cannot 
give away that which they do not possess. The church can help in 
this process. The school can help in this process. But the primary 
way it is to be done is through the home. It takes time to pass on 
values and commitments to the next generation. Parents need to 
start early with their children and train them the whole time they 
live in their home.  
 
7.  Transfering the DD invovles two key ingredients - v7 
Again, Deuteronomy 6:7 states,  “and you shall teach them 
diligently to your sons and shall talk of them when you sit in your 
house and when you walk by the way and when you lie down and 
when you rise up.”   
 

Teach - Formal instruction 
This is to be done diligently. It happens at a planned family 
time. Perhaps a family says that its formal family time will be 
on Saturday afternoon from 2-3 PM. The parents then plan 
what they will do during that time. It should be a 
combination of fun and learning. Perhaps they will cover a 
particular topic verse, passage, or topic. Although this time 
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will flex on occasion, it needs to be viewed like a doctor’s 
appointment. We will do it no matter what, unless an  
emergency comes up. 

 
Here I have inserted the article “How to Have a Successful Family 
Time. If you are serious about training your children, I encourage 
you to read it and see how the information might be of great help 
as you plan your own family times. 
 

HOW TO HAVE A SUCCESSFUL FAMILY TIME 
 

Defining “Family Time” 

People define “Family Time” in different ways. Some say it is simply 

spending time together as a family. This might include a family walk, 

going to a movie together, going to the beach, or simply staying at 

home and enjoying a meal together. These activities certainly are 

special, but for the Christian, Family Time is more than just hanging 

out as a family, it also involves growing in one’s faith. Thus, I am 

defining “Family Time” as intentional time spent together not only 

doing fun things as a family but also spending a significant portion of 

that time focusing on building each other’s faith. Family times should 

be a combination of fun and spiritual growth. 

 

Have the right mindset regarding training your children   

Realize that you and your spouse (if you are married) have your 

children for a limited number of years.  It is your responsibility, not 

the church’s, to train your children. The church can be a great 

supplement to what you do at home, but it should never be the sole 

teacher. Parents who only put their children into church activities like 

Sunday School,  AWANA, and Youth Group sometimes find that 

their kids jettison everything as soon as they are on their own. On the 

other hand, parents who not only get their children involved in a good 

church but also intentionally train them through regular family 

devotions, are showing their children that studying the things of God 

is a priority because the parents are involved. A much higher 

percentage of these children who are also trained at home, continue to 

walk with God when they leave home.  
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Be sure to do your best to live the things you teach your children  

If a parent instructs a child to live a certain way but is not living that 

same way, the child will see the hypocrisy and be turned off. If on the 

other hand, a child sees a parent seeking to practice what he preaches, 

the child will be much more open to integrating the teaching into his 

own life. That’s why God gave the instruction in Deuteronomy, “
6 

These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your 

hearts. 
7 
Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit 

at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and 

when you get up.“ Deuteronomy 6:6-7 (NIV)  

 

Know the key areas where children need training 

There are a number of different areas. These are the ones that I think 

are essential. There undoubtedly are others areas as well. 

 

1. Knowing their Bible  
Help them learn the books of the Bible, Bible stories, Bible 

heroes, and the life of Jesus... Help them learn important Bible 

doctrine like how a person is saved. Much of this can happen by 

taking a chapter of the Bible, reading it together, then talking 

about what is taught there. You can then answer important 

questions like: Is there important doctrine? Are their main 

characters? What did they do right? What did they do wrong? 

What can we learn from them? Is there a certain teaching in the 

passage that is especially important? For younger children get 

a good Bible Story Book and read a chapter and briefly talk 

about it. Remember that young children’s attention spans are 

short. 

 

2. Getting grounded in their faith 
Work your way through the 60 lesson Roadmap for the 
Spiritual Journey. These lessons help ground people in their 
faith. They may be found at www.chrislosey.com  under Short 
Books Spiritual Roadmap. There are other great resources as 
well that can be found at a local Christian bookstore or online 
at www.Christianbook.com.  
 

http://www.chrislosey.com/
http://www.christianbook.com/
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3. Character 
Children need to develop character.  They need to learn things 
like responsibility, dependability, and to show initiative. One 
way to help them is to use Life Qualities. These work well for 
children 5 years old and up. Life Qualities are discussion sheets 
that teach character. They can be downloaded from 
www.chrislosey.com . There are 52 Life Quality lessons. At the 
website click into “Training Children” then click into Life 
Quality series one or two. Then click on the Life Quality you 
want to download. Do the questions on the Life Quality or 
make up your own questions. One Life Quality could easily take 
several Family Times to cover.  

 
4. How to defend their faith 

For older children you can use The Answers Course short 
books on topics like: Does God Exist, Is the Bible God’s Word, 
Who is Jesus, Is the Resurrection True, If There Is a God, Why is 
there Evil Pain and Suffering in the World, Has Science 
Disproved the Bible, and How Does a Person Get to Heaven. 
These can be downloaded from www.chrislosey.com under 
Short Books and The Answers Course. There are other good 
resources on the market as well.  

 

5. A biblical perspective on hot topics 
For older children you can use debate sheets on various key 
topics found at www.chrislosey.com website under “Other 
Resources.” These debate sheets are on topics like capital 
punishment, evolution vs creation, drinking alcohol, and 
homosexuality.… The sheets give both sides of an issue. The 
biblical side is fairly obvious. 
 

6. Wisdom 
Children need to learn God’s wisdom and apply it to their lives. 
One way to do this is to read a chapter in Proverbs and discuss 
what’s there. There is a helpful Proverbs devotional at 
www.chrislosey.com under Short Books and Devotionals. Each 

http://www.chrislosey.com/
http://www.chrislosey.com/
http://www.chrislosey.com/
http://www.chrislosey.com/
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devotional has some questions at the end. There is one 
devotional for each chapter of Proverbs. 
 

7. How to share their faith 
There are so many different ways to share Christ with others. 
The best way is the one that works for you. There are however, 
various Scriptures that Christians should commit to memory in 
order to use when needed.  There is a helpful salvation tract 
under “Other Resources” at www.chrislosey.com. The tract is 
not only an effective way to share Christ, it includes the verses 
that are helpful in sharing ones faith.  
 

8. How to pray 
Children need to learn how to pray. Prayer should be an 
important part of Family Times. It is good to keep a prayer 
journal. It is also helpful to learn to pray the way Jesus taught 
His disciples. There is a fun video teaching on this at 
www.chrislosey.com in the Media section. 
 

9. How to have fun 
Play games like Bible trivia.  Christian bookstores have a variety 
of games to choose from that are fun and edifying.  That’s not 
to say you can’t play secular games, but why not play games 
that edify?  Create your own games like golf in the house using 
a putter, tennis balls for golf balls, and waste baskets for 
holes...  Create a treasure hunt with clues.  Blindfold each 
other and talk each other around an obstacle course.  Play 
games at the dinner table like “I Spy.” Play outside games, too. 
Shoot hoops, throw the baseball or football. Kick a soccer ball… 
Just have fun. Go to a local park and have races…  

 

Important considerations when planning Family Times 
Gear whatever you do to the ages of your children. Younger ones 

have a shorter attention span. Don’t try to do too much or too little. 

The best way to get better at Family Times is to do them. The more 

you do them, the better you’ll get at leading them and holding the 

interest of your children. Keep in mind that lecture kills while 

discussion and sharing gives life. Family times are not for parents to 

http://www.chrislosey.com/
http://www.chrislosey.com/
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lecture their children, but for parents to guide their children through 

meaningful discussion and discovery. Depending on the number of 

children and the age differences, parents may need to have two 

different meetings.  

 

Other activities to consider (the possibilities are endless – create 

your own) 

 Sing songs. Perhaps write out words to some of your 
favorite. Christian songs and sing them. If you like 
hymns, see if you can borrow or have an old hymal from 
your church and sing familiar songs from the hymnal. 
You can always sing along with some songs from CDs… 

 Write letters or draw pictures of special things around 
your home. 

 Take your dog for a walk and talk about nature.  See 
how many different  leaves or flowers you can find in 
your yard. 

 Read chapters out of good books like the Chronicles of 
Narnia. 

 Take turns reading through stories in the Bible then talk 
about them. 

 Have a family exercise time: take a walk, hike or trip to 
the park. 

 Keep a family journal. 

 Get together with another family and have a Family 
Time. 

 Do a Bible sword drill where you see how long it takes to 
look up certain verses. 

 Call grandparents, relatives or friends you have not 
talked to in awhile. 

 Make a meal together and teach the children how to 
cook. 

 Visit someone in the hospital or an assisted care center. 

 Do a family interview where you interview each other on 
various topics. 

 Watch the evening news together and evaluate the 
headlines from a biblical standpoint. 
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 Do a secret good deed for a neighbor or friend. 

 Feed homeless people. Make a couple of sack lunches 
and take them to a homeless area and give them away. 

 Go sing or read Scripture to nursing home patients. 

 Talk about key issues regarding your family: what is fair, 
unfair, needs to change. 

 Play hide and seek. 
 

Pick a day of the week and time that works for you and make it 

sacred!   
If you want to have successful family times, you’ll need to pick a time 

to do it. The time you meet as a family will obviously need to change 

occasionally as schedules and responsibilities change.  Allow at least 

one hour.  If there is not a commitment to make “family time” succeed 

on the part of the parents, it won’t succeed. It is easy for the years to 

slip away and to have family times fade into the background. Don’t let 

that be true of your family. Keep working and doing all you can to 

keep family time front-and-center of your family life. 

 

Set a tentative schedule and try to stick to it.   

Always include fun and learning.  Work things around the ages of 

your children.  Remember that Scripture says that all things should be 

done for edification.  Here is a possible schedule for one night: 

 

6 PM  - Have dinner together and play a fun game at the table 

6:30 - Sing some fun songs 

6:40  - Study a Life Quality that is important to your family 

7:00 - Share a few prayer requests and pray 

7:15 - Close with a final prayer 

 

Plan ahead what you are going to do so that things run smoothly 
Be flexible. Within a day after family time is over, spouses should get 

together and discuss how family time went. What went well? What 

flopped? Learn from your successes and mistakes so you can make 

the next family time better. 

 

Don’t give up!!! 

People sometimes start strong with Family Times and then allow them 

to fizzle because of busyness, illness, lack of excitement on the part of 
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certain family members or schedule change. Just like you wouldn’t 

blow off a doctor’s visit, give this at least the same priority.  Make it a 

top priority just like you would any other official appointment. It 

really is your family’s appointment with God. Remember, long after 

your career is over, your children will still likely be in your life. If 

they walk with the Lord, you will be so happy. If they don’t you may 

have lots of regrets. Doing Family Times doesn’t guarantee that your 

children will walk with God, but not having them can be detrimental 

to their walk with God. 

 

As you plan your Family Times, ask God to help you and He will give 

you great success. 

 
          This is the end of the inserted article.. 
 
Talk - Informal instruction 
Informal instruction happens as things arise. Let’s say you pick up 
a child after school and he tells you about a fight that took place 
on the school grounds. This provides an opportunity to talk about 
solving differences in other ways. You can talk about controlling 
one’s anger… 
 
Anything that comes up in day to day life that warrants a godly 
perspective is a prime topic for informal instruction. This can be 
done around the dinner table, at bed time or anytime that works.  
 
2 problems that challenge parents regarding passing along truth: 
The first is not having God’s truth on your heart. Remember, you 
can’t pass along what you do not possess. If you want your 
children to learn kindness, you as a parent need to live out 
kindness in front of them.  
 
The second problem parents can have regarding passing along 
truth to the next generation is having it on your heart but not 
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passing it on to your children. Your children won’t learn truth by 
osmosis, you have to give it to them.  
 
8.  The DD must be given the highest priority - vv8, 9 
Deuteronomy 6:8,9 states, “8 And you shall bind them as a sign on 
your hand and they shall be as frontals on your forehead.  9  "And 
you shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your 
gates.” 
 
The hand speaks of what we do. Your forehead represents what 
you think.  Writing them on your doorposts and on your gates 
represents keeping them in front of you all the time. Only then 
can they sink into your heart and become reality in your life.  
 
CONCLUSION 
In a nutshell, the Divine Directive is for parents to love God with 
all their heart, soul, and might, and to take the values they have 
learned about God, and pass them on to their children through 
formal and informal instruction. If they do, they will be blessed. 
Let’s make the Divine Directive a top priority.  
 


