
 

Dependability 
 

Having a reliability factor that allows            

others to count on you to get things done. 

 

Matthew 25:23 (NASB)  
“His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and              

faithful slave. You were faithful with a few things,                 

I will put you in charge of many things;                               

enter into the joy of your master.’”  
 

Opposite—Unreliable 

Start here 

1. Memorize the definition. 

2. Memorize Matthew 25:23. 

3. What is the opposite of dependability? 

 

Story and discussion questions  

The boss needed some important documents 

hand carried to a client by 4 PM. He called 

George, an employee, and told him to pick up 

the documents by 3 and deliver them by 4. 

The drive to the client’s office was only 30 

minutes so George decided to leave around 

3:30. As he got ready to depart, the phone 

rang. By the time he got off the phone it was 

3:35. "No problem," he thought, "I'll just 

hustle through traffic." On the way, George 

got a speeding ticket and arrived 15 minutes 

late.  The client had another meeting at 4:10 

and was gone when George arrived. George's 

company lost the account, partly as a result of 

the papers arriving late. This was not the first 

time George had messed up. He was getting a 

reputation for being undependable… 

1. What mistakes did George make? (he did 

not plan enough time, left late, tried to 

make up time by speeding, arrived late)  

2. What should George have done to prevent 

his problems? 

3. If you were the boss, what would you do 

to him? Should George be fired? 

4. If you were George, what would you do? 

5. What quality/ies does George lack? 

(punctuality, dependability) 

6. What are other words for dependability? 

(trustworthiness, faithfulness, reliability)  

7. Give specific examples of areas of life 

where people depend on others. (children 

depend on parents to pick them up at a 

certain time, hospital patients depend on 

doctors and nurses for the right 

medications) 

8. Explain why a dependable person does 

the following things:  

 thinks ahead and anticipates problems 

 plans to arrive early in case there are 

problems 

 goes the extra mile to do the job right 

9. What other things mark the life of a 

dependable person? (loyalty, he lives on a 

margin) 

10. What picture would you use to depict 

dependability? (an elevator cable)  

11. If a person is undependable one time, 

does that make him undependable? (No. 

All of us will mess up from time to time.  

If we develop a habit of being 

undependable, we will get a bad 

reputation.) 

12. Read Matthew 5:33-37 from someone’s 

Bible. What can be learned about 

dependability from the passage? 
 

Bible verses and discussion questions  

 

Matthew 25:14-30 (NASB)  
“For it is just like a man about to go on a journey, 

who called his own slaves and entrusted his 

possessions to them. 15 "To one he gave five 

talents, to another, two, and to another, one, each 



according to his own ability; and he went on his 

journey. 16 "Immediately the one who had 

received the five talents went and traded with 

them, and gained five more talents. 17 "In the 

same manner the one who had received the two 

talents gained two more. 18 "But he who received 

the one talent went away, and dug a hole in the 

ground and hid his master's money. 19 "Now after 

a long time the master of those slaves came* and 

settled* accounts with them. 20 "The one who had 

received the five talents came up and brought five 

more talents, saying, 'Master, you entrusted five 

talents to me. See, I have gained five more 

talents.' 21 "His master said to him, 'Well done, 

good and faithful slave. You were faithful with a 

few things, I will put you in charge of many 

things; enter into the joy of your master.' 22 "Also 

the one who had received the two talents came up 

and said, 'Master, you entrusted two talents to me. 

See, I have gained two more talents.' 23 "His 

master said to him, 'Well done, good and faithful 

slave. You were faithful with a few things, I will 

put you in charge of many things; enter into the 

joy of your master.' 24 "And the one also who had 

received the one talent came up and said, 'Master, 

I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you 

did not sow and gathering where you scattered no 

seed. 25 'And I was afraid, and went away and hid 

your talent in the ground. See, you have what is 

yours.' 26 "But his master answered and said to 

him, 'You wicked, lazy slave, you knew that I 

reap where I did not sow and gather where I 

scattered no seed. 27 'Then you ought to have put 

my money in the bank, and on my arrival I would 

have received my money back with interest. 28 

'Therefore take away the talent from him, and 

give it to the one who has the ten talents.' 29 "For 

to everyone who has, more shall be given, and he 

will have an abundance; but from the one who 

does not have, even what he does have shall be 

taken away. 30 "Throw out the worthless slave 

into the outer darkness; in that place there will be 

weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 
 

1. Which of the slaves in the story were 

dependable? Which were unreliable?  

2. How was their dependability or lack of it 

dealt with by the master? 

3. What words did the master use to 

describe the dependable slaves? 

4. Why is dependability important to God? 

 

More Questions   

1. How is God dependable according to             

1 John 1:9? (He forgives our sin if we 

confess it) 

2. In a person's job, how might his 

dependability or lack of it affect him? 

3. Name three ways a student can show his 

dependability. (do his homework, turn 

assignments in on time, come to school on 

time, fulfill other school related 

obligations to sports teams or clubs) 

4. Name three ways an employee can show 

his dependability. (be on time, do what is 

expected of him, meet deadlines) 

5. How has God proved His faithfulness 

(dependability) to mankind? (He said He 

would send a Savior and did!) 

 

Application  

1. In what areas do people depend on you?  

Have you been dependable? 

2. Do you think you have a reputation for 

being dependable? Why or why not?  

3. Who do you know who is dependable?  

How have they shown dependability? 

4. Name two things you can do in your 

home to improve your dependability. 

5. How has God proved His dependability to 

you? (answered prayer, given peace, joy)  

6. Have you been dependable to God in 

your ministry for Him? Explain. 

7. How does God count on you? How could 

you improve your faithfulness to Him? 

8. Have you ever been rewarded for your 

dependability? What happened? 

 

Activities  

1. Memorize Matthew 25:23. Make a puzzle 

of it and put it together for time. 

2. Display this Life Quality in your home 

for the next week.  

3. Close in prayer asking God to help you be 

more dependable. 

 

Notes: 
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