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Christ in Colossians 
 

Seven reasons why Jesus is God 
 

By Christopher R. Losey 

 
Every cult goes after the deity of Jesus saying that He is something less 
than God Himself. The notion that Jesus is not God is flawed. Indeed, 
Jesus is God in human flesh come to earth. The following gives strong 
evidence for this. 
 
He (Jesus) is the image of the invisible God – Col 1:15 
Colossians 1:15 states, “And He (Jesus) is the image of the invisible 
God...” Thus, Jesus is the image (the reflection, representation, exact 
likeness) of the invisible God.  
 
Genesis 1:25 states that God created man “in His image”. In other 
words there are things about humans that are like God. For example 
we, like God, make moral choices. Jesus on the other hand “is the 
image” of God. He is the exact likeness of the invisible God. Since we 
can’t see the invisible God, the verse is obviously not talking about 
Jesus' physical qualities, but instead His non-physical qualities. In that 
sense, Jesus shows us exactly what God is like. Why? Because Jesus is 
God!  
 

- if you want to see God’s love, look at the way Jesus loved 
- if you want to see God’s power, look at Jesus’ miracles 
- if you want to see God’s forgiveness, look at how Jesus forgave 
- if you want to see God’s purity, look at the way Jesus lived His life 

 
Hebrews 1:3 states about Jesus, “…He is the radiance of God’s glory and 
the exact representation of His nature…” Like a sovereign on a coin, 
Jesus is the exact image of the one He represents, God the Father. But 
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again, unlike the coin, the likeness is not physical, it is the non-physical 
qualities that manifest themselves in the physical. That is why Jesus 
said in John 14:9 “… Have I been so long with you, and yet you have not 
come to know Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; 
how can you say, 'Show us the Father'?”  
 
Jesus is the image, the exact representation of God the Father. 
 
He is the Firstborn of all creation and of the dead – Col 1:15,18 
Another passage that is often used to try to disprove Christ’s equality 
with God is Colossians 1:15-17,  
 

And He (Jesus) is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all 
creation. For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens 
and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions 
or rulers or authorities – all things have been created by Him and 
for Him. And He is before all things, and in Him all things hold 
together. 

 
The argument against Christ’s deity goes as follows: as God’s Son, Jesus 
was the firstborn. If He was born then He didn’t live forever. If He didn’t 
live forever, then He can’t be God because one of God’s primary 
attributes is that He is eternal.   
  
To properly understand these verses it is vital to understand the term 
firstborn. Although the term firstborn can mean the first one born, it is 
also a term used to designate position and authority. In the context of 
Colossians 1:15-17 the later is the correct rendering. It is not that Jesus 
was created by the Father for then there would be a second God 
created, and we have already seen in Isaiah 43:10,11 that there were 
no Gods created before or after God. Again, those verses state, “You 
are My witnesses,” declares the Lord, “And My servant whom I have 



3 
Copyright 2001 - Christopher R. Losey 

 

chosen, in order that you may know and believe Me, and understand 
that I am He. Before Me there was no God formed, and there will be 
none after Me. I, even I, am the Lord.” 
 
The term firstborn, when used of Jesus, speaks of His position and 
authority over all creation because He made it. Just as a firstborn son in 
the Old Testament was given the position of prominence in the family 
whereby he inherited the greatest amount, so too, Jesus holds the 
position of firstborn and has authority over the whole universe. 
 
In another sense, it is true that Jesus was God’s firstborn in that He left 
His place in heaven with the Father and the Holy Spirit and was born as 
a human in order to become Immanuel which means God with us. 
Matthew 1:23-25 makes this point clear,  
 

“Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and shall bear a Son, and 
they shall call His name Immanuel, which translated means, God 
with us. And Joseph arose from his sleep, and did as the angel of 
the Lord commanded him, and took her as his wife, and kept her a 
virgin until she gave birth to a Son; and he called His name Jesus.” 

 
It is true that Jesus was born in His humanity. John 1:14 states, “And the 
Word (Jesus)  became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, 
glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.” 
But in His Deity, Jesus existed from eternity past. That’s why John 1:1-3 
states, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things 
came into being by Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being 
that has come into being.” 
 
Jesus was already with the Father in the beginning. He pre-existed the 
creation. That’s why the verses state, “apart from Him nothing came 
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into being that has come into being.” If Jesus was a "created being" this 
passage would mean that He would have had to create Himself since 
nothing came into being apart from Him. This is a logical impossibility. 
He didn’t create Himself; He already existed. That’s why He responded 
to the Jews the way He did in John 8:57-59,  
 

“The Jews therefore said to Him, ‘You are not yet fifty years old, 
and have You seen Abraham?’  Jesus said to them, ‘Truly, truly, I 
say to you, before Abraham was born, I am.’ Therefore they picked 
up stones to throw at Him; but Jesus hid Himself, and went out of 
the temple.” 

 
By Jesus saying, “before Abraham was born, I am,” He was confirming 
His pre-existence. He was declaring that He was/is God, and had existed 
from eternity past. No wonder the Jews tried to stone Him! They 
thought He was speaking blasphemy! 
   
Revelation 3:14 states, "To the angel of the church in Laodicea write: 
The Amen, the faithful and true Witness, the Beginning of the creation 
of God, says this.”  The word for “beginning” is the Greek word arche, 
from archomai. Abstractly it means commencement. Concretely it 
means chief (in various applications of order, time, place or rank). It 
thus means beginning, corner, (at the, the) first (estate), magistrate, 
power, principality, principle, rule. 
 
The NIV translates Rev 3:14, “To the angel of the church in Laodicea 
write: These are the words of the Amen, the faithful and true witness, 
the ruler of God's creation.” 
 
Jesus is the origin of God’s creation. He is the ruler over it. Regarding 
the concept of “firstborn over all Creation” "The Bible Knowledge 
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Commentary" by Walvoord and Zuck as part of the "WORDSearch 
Computer Program" states,  
 

He (Jesus) is the Firstborn over all Creation. Though it is 
grammatically possible to translate this as “Firstborn in Creation,” 
the context makes this impossible for five reasons: (1) The whole 
point of the passage (and the book) is to show Christ’s superiority 
over all things. (2) Other statements about Christ in this passage 
(such as Creator of all [1:16], upholder of Creation [v. 17], etc.) 
clearly indicate His priority and superiority over Creation. (3) The 
“Firstborn” cannot be part of Creation if He created “all things.” 
One cannot create himself. (Jehovah’s Witnesses wrongly add the 
word “other” six times in this passage in their New World 
Translation. Thus they suggest that Christ created all other things 
after He was created! But the word “other” is not in the Gr.) (4) 
The “Firstborn” received worship of all the angels (Heb. 1:6), but 
creatures should not be worshiped (Ex. 20:4-5). (5) The Greek 
word for “Firstborn” is prototokos. If Christ were the “first-
created,” the Greek word would have been protoktisis.   
“Firstborn” denotes two things of Christ: He preceded the whole 
Creation, and He is Sovereign over all Creation. In the Old 
Testament a firstborn child had not only priority of birth but also 
the dignity and superiority that went with it (cf. Ex. 13:2-15; Deut. 
21:17). When Jesus declared Himself “the First” (ho protos; Rev. 
1:17), He used a word that means “absolutely first.” “Firstborn” 
also implies sovereignty. The description “firstborn” was not a 
fairly common Old Testament designation of the Messiah-God. “I 
will also appoint Him My Firstborn, the most exalted of the kings 
of the earth” (Ps. 89:27). While this regal psalm refers to David, it 
also designates the Messiah, as seen in Revelation 1:5, where 
Christ is called “the Firstborn from the dead (cf. Col. 1:18) and the 
Ruler of the kings of the earth.” So “Firstborn” implies both 
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Christ’s priority to all Creation (in time) and His sovereignty over 
all Creation (in rank). (Taken from the computer edition of the 
Bible Knowledge Commentary by Walvoord and Zuck) 

 
He is the Creator – Col 1:16 
Did you know that Jesus created all things? It's true. This is one more 
reason He is God. Genesis 1:1 states, “In the beginning, God created the 
heavens and the earth.” According to Scripture, there is no doubt that 
God is the Creator of all things.  
 
Isaiah 44:24 confirms that Yahweh (God, the Lord) created everything 
by Himself, “Thus says the Lord, your Redeemer, and the one who 
formed you from the womb, ‘I, the Lord, am the maker of all things, 
stretching out the heavens by Myself and spreading out the earth all 
alone.’” Not only did God create everything, He did it all alone. 
 
Yet John 1:1-3 clearly states the Word (Jesus) created everything, “In 
the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into 
being by Him (Jesus, the Word), and apart from Him nothing came into 
being that has come into being.” Again, we know that the Word is Jesus 
because John 1:14 states that the Word became flesh and dwelt among 
us.  
 
Colossians 1:16,17 also refers to Jesus as the Creator, “For by Him 
(Jesus) all things were created both in the heavens and on earth, visible 
and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities – all 
things have been created by Him and for Him. And He is before all 
things, and in Him all things hold together.” 
 
These verses make it clear that Jesus is the Creator of all things. If God 
is the Creator, and yet Jesus is the Creator, then Jesus is God.  
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One cult says that God (Yahweh) created Jesus first, and then used Him 
to create everything else. There is one huge problem with this 
interpretation.  The text says that Jesus created “all things.” All means 
all. If Jesus is a created being (which He is not), He would have to have 
created Himself. This makes no sense at all. Instead, Jesus created 
everything. It was created by Him and for Him because He is God. 
 
He is before all things – Col 3;17 
Colossians 1:17 states about Jesus, “And He is before all things…” God is 
the One who is the self-existent Being who was before all things. He is 
the one who has been here since eternity past, and will be here for 
eternity future. He is the great “I Am.” He is the one who lives in the 
eternal present, and to whom time is one eternal continuum.  
 
If God was before all things, and yet Jesus is before all things, Jesus is 
God. 
 
He holds all things together – Col 1;17 
Colossians 1:17 states about Jesus, “And He is before all things, and in 
Him all things hold together.” This verse states that Jesus holds all 
things together. Since we know that God holds all things together, Jesus 
must be God. The following excerpt gives interesting insights into the 
idea of how matter is sustained and holds together. 
 

Researchers at MSU find clues about atomic glue. 
Campus' cyclotron work challenges current thought. 
By Matthew Miller  
Lansing State Journal – Apr 9, 2006 
EAST LANSING - Paul Mantica and Kei Minamisono set out to 
answer a question about how the stuff of the universe hangs 
together. 
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What they found is that things are more complicated than they'd 
hoped. Both are researchers at Michigan State University's 
National Superconducting Cyclotron Laboratory, the country's 
leading research facility for rare isotopes, atoms so unstable that 
they barely exist in nature. And when they do exist, it's often only 
for fractions of a second. 
The research that Mantica and Minamisono began four years ago 
- research that was published in the journal Physical Review 
Letters last month - addressed a fundamental question in atomic 
physics (and in understanding matter in general): How is it that 
protons and neutrons are glued together inside atomic nuclei? 
Mantica, a professor of chemistry, said scientists understand 
something about the glue that binds these particles together. It's 
known as "strong force." What they don't know is how that force 
works in every situation. They don't know its rules. 
 

People may not know the rules of atomic glue, but Christians know the 
ruler! His name is Jesus. He is the one who holds all things together. 
That’s why Hebrews 1:3 states, “And He (Jesus) is the radiance of His 
(God’s) glory and the exact representation of His nature, and upholds all 
things by the word of His power…” 
 
Since Jesus holds all things together, He must be God. 
 
Jesus has first place in everything – Col 1:18 
Colossians 1:18 states about Jesus, “He is also head of the body, the 
church; and He is the beginning, the first-born from the dead; so that He 
Himself might come to have first place in everything.” 
 
According to this verse, Jesus has first place in everything. Philippians 
2:9-11 confirms this fact,  
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For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on 
Him the name which is above every name, so that at the name of 
Jesus every knee will bow, of those who are in heaven and on 
earth and under the earth, and that every tongue will confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  

 
Since God has first place in everything, and yet Jesus has first place in 
everything, Jesus must be God. 
 
In Him the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form – Colossians 1:19,2:9 
Colossians 1:19 states, “For it was the Father's good pleasure for all the 
fullness to dwell in Him (Jesus).” All the fullness dwells in Christ. Fullness 
of what? Based on the entire passage and the book of Colossians, 
fullness means “Fullness of Deity!” Colossians 2:9 confirms this fact,  
“For in Him (Jesus) all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form.”  
 
Fullness means completeness. Thus, the completeness of God dwells in 
Christ in His bodily form. All of the power is there. All of the love, 
forgiveness, justice, mercy, grace, etc. is there. The word dwell 
katoikesai in Greek, means to “abide lastingly or permanently.” This 
fullness of deity is part of Christ’s permanent character.  
 
If all the fullness of God dwells in Christ, then Christ must be God. 
 
 


