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The True Identity and Work of Jesus Christ 
 

Colossians 1:13-23 
 

Chris R. Losey 
 

Intro – Quick review of Colossians 
 
(Show Map) The church of Colosse was founded by a man named 
Epaphras. Epaphras had become a Christian at Ephesus during Paul’s 
extended stay in that city during his third missionary journey. After 
getting saved, Epaphras traveled to Colosse and led some of the 
Colossians to Christ. Following Paul’s third missionary journey, Paul was 
sent to Rome and imprisoned for his faith. Epaphras heard about Paul’s 
imprisonment and traveled to Rome to visit him and to bring a report 
about the new congregation. Upon hearing the report, Paul wrote a 
letter to the Colossians commending them for their faith and love, and 
letting them know he was praying for them. In his letter to the 
Colossians Paul then began to touch on some theological issues that 
would strengthen their faith. Apparently there were outsiders bringing 
false teaching into the church and Paul wanted to nip that problem in 
the bud.  
 
Today, what is one of the major false teachings that pulls people away 
from orthodox Christianity? It is the area of the identity of Jesus Christ. 
False religions try to make Christ out to be something less than a 
member of the triune Godhead. It was no different in the first century.  
 
As a matter of fact, when a person becomes a new Christian, one of the 
first things he or she needs to get clear in their mind is the true identity 
of Christ. This is one reason why Paul addressed the subject at the 
beginning of the letter to the Colossians. He wanted them to have no 
doubt that Jesus was God in human flesh. After commending the 
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Colossians, and praying for them, Paul begins to inform them about 
Christ’s true identity. 
 
Colossians 1:13-22 states,   
 

13 For He (Jesus) delivered us from the domain of darkness, and 
transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son, 14 in whom we 
have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 15 And He is the image of 
the invisible God, the first-born of all creation. 16 For by Him all 
things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and 
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities-- 
all things have been created by Him and for Him. 17 And He is 
before all things, and in Him all things hold together. 18 He is also 
head of the body, the church; and He is the beginning, the first-
born from the dead; so that He Himself might come to have first 
place in everything. 19 For it was the Father's good pleasure for all 
the fullness to dwell in Him, 20 and through Him to reconcile all 
things to Himself, having made peace through the blood of His 
cross; through Him, I say, whether things on earth or things in 
heaven. 21 And although you were formerly alienated and hostile 
in mind, engaged in evil deeds, 22 yet He has now reconciled you in 
His fleshly body through death, in order to present you before Him 
holy and blameless and beyond reproach--  

 
Regarding Jesus’ true identity, the passage teaches that: 
 
1. Jesus is a king 
Colossians 1:13 states, “For He (God) delivered us from the domain of 
darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son.” 
Notice that the verse says that God delivered is from the domain of 
darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son.  
 



3 
Copyright 2004 CRL – “The Work and True Identity of Jesus Christ”  MS Word 2000 

Have you ever stepped out of darkness into a place of beautiful light? 
Kind of like being in a dark room with the shades pulled shut where it is 
rather gloomy, and then opening those shades in the morning and 
seeing beautiful sunlight stream in and brighten up everything. Jesus’ 
kingdom is like that. It is a place of beautiful light. It is a place where 
people move from the spiritual darkness of sin into the light of 
salvation. It is a place where there is no darkness. I John 1:5 says, “And 
this is the message we have heard from Him and announce to you, that 
God is light, and in Him there is no darkness at all.” 
 
Since Jesus has a kingdom, that makes Him a king. Indeed, Jesus is the 
King of kings and Lord of lords. Revelation 17:14 states, "These will 
wage war against the Lamb, and the Lamb will overcome them, 
because He is Lord of lords and King of kings, and those who are with 
Him {are the} called and chosen and faithful." 
 
Can you imagine the Colossians getting this letter, perhaps delivered 
personally by Epaphras, and them beginning to read and study it? A 
letter from the great Apostle Paul who was probably legendary in their 
minds. Paul revealed first that this One, Jesus, who had saved them, 
was indeed a King! The Colossians may have thought, “Wow, we serve a 
King, and we are part of a new kingdom! How good is that!!!!” 
 
2. He is the Son of God 
Again, Colossians 1:13 states, “For He delivered us from the domain of 
darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son.” 
This King is none other than God’s own Son, making Jesus much more 
than any earthly king. And not just a son, a beloved Son! The Colossians 
were learning quickly about Christ’s true identity.  
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3. He is the Redeemer  
Colossians 1:14 states, “in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness 
of sins.”  And this King, the Son of God, has done something very 
personal for us. He has given us redemption. He has forgiven our sins.  
 
Redemption means to buy back. It means to deliver by payment of a 
ransom. It carries the idea of freeing slaves from bondage. In relation 
to Christians, it speaks of Christ freeing us from the bondage of sin. 
 
The Bible teaches that all of us have sinned (Rm 3:23). The Bible says 
that sin separates people from God (Is 59:2).  It also says that God 
demands a payment for sin.  In Romans 6:23 the Apostle Paul reveals, 
“For the wage is sin is death.” Every person who ever lived (except 
Jesus) is a sinner and under the bondage of sin. But thanks be to God 
who, through Christ, paid our debt so that we could be saved. He died 
on the cross in our place and shed His blood for us so we could have 
eternal life if we place our trust in Him. Have you placed your faith in 
Him? 
 
The believers at Colosse had received Christ. They were redeemed, not 
by any good thing they had done, but by Christ who died in their place 
and rose from the dead to demonstrate His power over the grave. I like 
the song which speaks about what Jesus did for us: 
 

He paid a debt He did not owe,  
I owed a debt I could not pay. 
I needed someone to wash my sins away. 
And now I sing a brand new song,  
amazing grace all day long. 
Since Jesus paid the debt that I could never pay. 

 
The Colossians may have been thinking, “Wow, this King, the Son of 
God, redeemed us and forgave our sins! How awesome!”  



5 
Copyright 2004 CRL – “The Work and True Identity of Jesus Christ”  MS Word 2000 

 
4. He is the image of the invisible God – He is fully God – vv15a, 19 
Colossians 1:15a and 19 state, “15a And He is the image of the invisible 
God… 19 For it was the Father's good pleasure for all the fullness to 
dwell in Him.”  Here, Paul informed the Colossians that Jesus is not just 
the Son of God, who redeemed them, but He is the image of the 
invisible God, and all the fullness of deity dwells in Him. In other words, 
He is God in human flesh! 
 
The word image is verse fifteen is the Greek word “eikon” from which 
we get the word “icon.” The word means “likeness” or “copy.” Jesus is 
the exact likeness of God the Father.  When a person looks at Christ, He 
was looking at God wrapped in human flesh. Not that God had arms 
and legs. We know that God is spirit (John 4:24 states, “God is spirit, 
and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.”), but 
Jesus had the attributes of the invisible God. Jesus loved like God loved. 
He possessed the wisdom and understanding of God. He possessed the 
power of God and demonstrated it through great miracles. Everything 
about Jesus’ life reflected the values of His Father in heaven. Jesus (the 
Son) and God (the Father) were one. Jesus was the visible image of the 
invisible God.  
 
We know that Jesus’ existence pre-dated His arrival on earth in the 
form of a baby. From eternity past, He was part of the Trinity in heaven 
of Father, Son and Holy Spirit. He went from the Spiritual realm of pure 
Spirit, to the physical realm of flesh and blood. Amazingly, He carried 
with Him the attributes of God.  
 
Philippians 2:5-7 states, “5 Let this mind be in you which was also in 
Christ Jesus, 6 who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery 
to be equal with God, 7 but made Himself of no reputation, taking the 
form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men.” NKJV 
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Jesus was and is the exact likeness of God. He is God come to earth! 
That’s why Colossians 1:19 states, “For it was the Father’s good 
pleasure for all the fullness to dwell in Him.” That is to say, “It was the 
Father’s good pleasure for the fullness of deity to dwell in Christ.”  
 
I asked myself, how could the fullness of God’s deity dwell in a human 
body? It seems so incredible! As I pondered the idea, I began thinking 
about how we as humans have come to be able to store so much 
information in such a small location like a computer hard drive. It is 
now said that the entire library of Congress with its millions of 
publications can be stored on something no larger than a pencil. It 
seems that with our limited technology we are seeing how to compress 
information into very small places. It is no wonder that the God of the 
universe could place His attributes in the body of His Son, Jesus! 
 
5. He is the Firstborn of all creation and has first place in everything 
Colossians 1:15b and 18b state, “15b …the first-born of all creation. 
18b  and He is the beginning, the first-born from the dead; so that He 
Himself might come to have first place in everything.” 
Here, Paul informs the Colossians that Jesus is the firstborn of all 
creation and that He has first place in everything. The term “first-born” 
can be used two ways. It can refer to one who is born first 
chronologically, or it can refer to one who has a position of pre-
eminence. In Colosians 1:15 it refers to Jesus having a position of pre-
eminence over all of creation. 
 

In both Greek and Jewish culture, the firstborn was the ranking 
son who had received the right of inheritance from his father, 
whether he was born first or not. It is used of Israel who, not 
being the first nation, was the preeminent nation in God’s 
economy (see Ex. 4:22; Jer. 31:9). Firstborn in this context clearly 
means highest in rank, not first created (see Ps. 89:27; Rev. 1:5) 
for at least three reasons: 1) Christ cannot be both “first 
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begotten” and “only begotten” (John 1:14,  18; 3:16, 18; 1 John 
4:9); 2) when the “firstborn” is one of a class, the class is in the 
plural form (v. 18; Rom. 8:29), but “creation,” the class here, is in 
a singular form; 3) if Paul was teaching that Christ was a created 
being, he was agreeing with the heresy he was writing to refute; 
and 4) it is impossible for Christ to be both created, and the 
Creator of everything (v. 16). Thus Jesus is the firstborn in the 
sense that He has the preeminence (v. 18) and possesses the right 
of inheritance “over all creation” (Heb. 1:2; Rev. 5:1–7, 13). He 
existed before the creation and is exalted in rank above it. See 
notes on Ps. 2:7; Rom. 8:29. (Taken from an online source) 

 
6.  He is the Creator 
Colossians 1:16 states, “For by Him all things were created, both in the 
heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or 
dominions or rulers or authorities-- all things have been created by Him 
and for Him.” Having been in the spiritual realm before coming into the 
physical realm, Jesus created the physical realm. Everything was 
created by Him and for Him. This includes everything visible and 
invisible. It includes angelic beings and their thrones, dominions, rule, 
and authority.  
 
Everything in the created world was made by Christ. He created all the 
scientific principles that scientists have been discovering through the 
years. He created the atom. He created protons, neutrons, electrons, 
mesons, pions, and every other atomic and sub-atomic particle. He 
created gama rays, x-rays. He created nuclear fission and fusion. He 
created trees and birds. He created every system in your body – sight, 
feel, taste, smell. He decided that people would have baby teeth and 
permanent teeth!   
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7. He is the Sustainer 
Colossians 1:17 states, “And He is before all things, and in Him all things 
hold together.” Jesus existed before the created world. He then created 
it. He not only created the physical realm. He is the one who holds it 
together. He is the atomic glue that holds all things together. 
 
This week I read up a bit on atoms. Atoms have a nucleus of protons 
and neutrons. Protons are positively charged particles and neutrons 
have no charge. The nucleus of each atom is surrounded by electrons 
which are negatively charge particles. The amazing thing is that the 
protons in the nucleus of atoms stay together. By all rights, the protons 
should repel each other. If you have ever taken two horseshoe magnets 
and tried to push their positive ends together they repel each other. 
This should be what happens in the nucleus of an atom, but it doesn’t. 
Why, because they are special forces which override the repulsion of 
the protons. What is this atomic glue? Scientists don’t really know. I 
know, and we know. It is Christ Himself, and His special design! 
 
If Christ was to remove his restraining hand for even a few seconds, this 
universe and everything it would start to come apart at the very core. 
 
8. He is the Head of the church 
Colossians 18a states, “He is also head of the body, the church.” 
Jesus is Head of the church. A body is used to describe the church, and 
Christ is it’s head. Just like a physical body is controlled by the brain 
inside a person’s head, so, the church is to be controlled by Christ. He is 
there through the presence of the Holy Spirit in every believer. He is the 
One we are to look to as we make decisions. We are to follow His Word 
as we minister in the church. His Word tells us about our spiritual gifts. 
His Word tells us how we are to discipline those who need it. It tells us 
the importance of gathering together corporately.  
 



9 
Copyright 2004 CRL – “The Work and True Identity of Jesus Christ”  MS Word 2000 

Even though Epaphras founded the church at Colosse, he was not the 
head of it. Christ was and is. Pastors today are not the head of the 
church where they serve, Christ is. Jesus is the Good Shepherd. Pastors 
are simply the undershepherds. 
 
9. He is the Reconciler 
Colossians 1:20-22 states,  
 

20 and through Him to reconcile all things to Himself, having made 
peace through the blood of His cross; through Him, I say, whether 
things on earth or things in heaven. 21 And although you were 
formerly alienated and hostile in mind, engaged in evil deeds,       
22 yet He has now reconciled you in His fleshly body through death, 
in order to present you before Him holy and blameless and beyond 
reproach-- 

 
Jesus not only bought us back from the brink of Hell, He made us right 
before God. It is one thing to be forgiven of ones sins. There are those 
we forgive, but we don’t want to be around. We don’t necessarily hold 
what they did against them, we just no longer trust them or want a 
relationship with them. But when Christ redeemed us, He also 
reconciled us to God. He made us right with God so that God wants a 
relationship with us. The really great news is, when we die we will go to 
heaven for eternity! He will present us to Himself and we will be holy, 
blameless and beyond reproach. 
 
Concluding remarks 
Who is Jesus and what has He done for us? 
 

1. He is King 
2. He is the Son of God 
3. He is the Redeemer 
4. Jesus is the image of the invisible God. He is fully God. 
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5. He is the Firstborn of all creation and has pre-eminence  
6. He is the Creator 
7. He is the Sustainer 
8. He is the Head of the church 
9. He is the Reconciler 
 

So what was the significance of this for the Colossians? It helped them 
see clearly that Jesus is God.  Someone described the trinity this way. 
 
God the Father is the fullness of God in heaven. 
Jesus is the fullness of God come to earth. 
The Holy Spirit is the fullness of God in us. 
 
What does this all mean to us today? Knowing who Christ is: King, Son 
of God, Redeemer, etc. means that we can be assured that the God of 
the universe loves us and wants the best for us. We can trust our lives 
to Him for He not only provided salvation for us here, but He has a 
great plan for us in the future as well. One day He will present us to 
Himself holy, blameless and beyond reproach. Wow!!! 
 
Have you trusted Christ today? If you  have not, here is a prayer you 
can pray right now to receive Jesus into your life…. 


