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Prayer of a Different Kind 
Praying when things are going well 

 

Colossians 1:9-12 
 

Chris R. Losey 

 
Introduction 
The book of Colossians was written as a response to the report that a 
man by the name of Epaphras brought to Paul in Rome while Paul was 
imprisoned there. Epaphras had been saved on Paul’s 3rd missionary 
journey at the city of Ephesus while Paul taught there for almost three 
years. Epaphras then took his new faith back to the city of Colosse and 
shared it with others; perhaps family and friends. Out of this small 
group of believers a church was started. After a few years Epaphras 
learned that Paul had been arrested in Jerusalem and transported to 
Rome to stand trial. While in Rome, Paul was under house arrest. 
Epaphras made the visi to Rome to encourage Paul. While there he 
shared with Paul about the church that had been started in Colosse. 
Epaphras shared about the faith and love of the new believers there. In 
response, Paul penned a letter to the Colossians. Epaphras returned to 
Colosse to deliver the letter. In his letter, Paul commended the 
Colossians for their growing faith, and for the love they had for all the 
saints. After his opening words of encouragement in the letter, Paul 
shared these words with the Colossians: 
 

9 For this reason also, since the day we heard of it, we have not 
ceased to pray for you and to ask that you may be filled with the 
knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding,   
10 so that you may walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please 
Him in all respects, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing 
in the knowledge of God; 11 strengthened with all power, 
according to His glorious might, for the attaining of all 
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steadfastness and patience; joyously 12 giving thanks to the 
Father, who has qualified us to share in the inheritance of the 
saints in light. Col. 1:9-12 

 
In these verses Paul says that he had not ceased to pray for the 
Colossians, and then proceeds to offer a special prayer for them. The 
verses reveal what I call “Prayer of a different kind.”  What I mean is, 
the prayer Paul prayed is quite different from the prayers we usually 
pray for others. Often we pray in response to a need. We hear that 
someone is sick, so we pray for their recovery. We hear that someone is 
about to have surgery, so we pray the surgery will go well. We hear that 
someone was in a car accident, so pray for healing. We hear that 
someone had a death in their family, so we pray for comfort. We hear 
that someone has an important test coming up, so we pray they will 
pass the test… Our prayers are often in response to specific needs. They 
are what might be called reactive prayers. We react to the need and 
pray. But here in Colossians, Paul’s prayer is different. It is proactive. He 
prays for those who are doing well, that they would do even better.  
 
It is my hope that each of us will add this kind of prayer to our prayer 
life. Rather than only praying for those with special needs, I hope we 
will pray for those who are doing well, to do even better! 
 
Let’s look then at the five important elements of Paul’s prayer so we 
can pray these same things for each other. 
 
In Colossians 1:9-12 Paul begins by saying, “For this reason also.” What 
reason is Paul referring to? He is referring to the report given to him by 
Epaphras, i.e. the Epaphras report. Paul then goes on to say, “since the 
day we heard of it we have not ceased to pray for you.” Right after Paul 
heard the report from Epaphras regarding the Colossians, he began to 
pray for them, and kept right on praying for them. Why? Because Paul 
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wanted God to continue to fan the spiritual flame that had been lit in 
Colosse by Epaphros.  
 
Let’s now look specifically at what Paul prayed for the Colossians. 

 
1. For knowledge, understanding and wisdom 
Again, Colossians 1;9-12 states, 
 

9 For this reason also, since the day we heard of it, we have not 
ceased to pray for you and to ask that you may be filled with the 
knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding,    
and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in 
all spiritual wisdom and understanding,  
 

Notice first, Paul prayed that the Colossians would be filled with the 
knowledge of God’s will. What a great prayer!  We all want fellow- 
Christians to have more knowledge especially about God’s will for their 
lives. This is a good thing! But there is danger with regard to 
knowledge. The danger is stated 1 Corinthians 8:1, “Knowledge makes 
arrogant, but love edifies.” In other words, a person with lots of 
knowledge may become prideful. Give a person knowledge and he may 
think he is better than others. In order to keep this from happening, a 
person needs to link knowledge with humility. He also needs to be sure 
that knowledge is linked with understanding and wisdom. 
 
What is the difference between knowledge, understanding and 
wisdom? Here is one way to view the difference. Knowledge is knowing 
the facts about something. Understanding is knowing how the facts 
apply. Wisdom is actually applying them to life. For example, a person 
might know (have knowledge) that it is healthy to stay in relatively 
good physical condition. He also might understand (have the 
understanding) about how to stay in shape. He might understand that 
good physical conditioning requires aerobic, strength and flexibility 
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training. He might also understand the exact exercises he needs to do 
and how to do them for his age and physical fitness level. But the 
person only becomes wise (has true wisdom) when he applies this 
knowledge and understands to his own life.   
 
The second thing that Paul prayed for the Colossians was: 
  
2. For them to have a worthy walk that pleased God in every respect  
Colossians 1:10 states, “So that you may walk in a manner worthy of 
the Lord, to please Him in all respects.” God wants us to live lives 
worthy of the name Christian, pleasing to Him in every area.  
 
I like the story about the young man who was brought before 
Alexander the Great because he had shown cowardice in the face of the 
enemy. This behavior was totally unacceptable and usually resulted in 
the coward being executed. As Alexander the Great began his inquiry 
he asked the accused young man his name. The young man said that his 
name was Alexander. Alexander the Great asked the boy a second time, 
“What is your name.” Again the boy responded, “Sir, my name is 
Alexander.” Alexander the Great then is reported to have said, “Young 
man, either change your behavior or change your name.” 
 
As Christians we need to walk in a manner worthy of the name 
Christian. If a believer isn’t living like a Child of God, the last thing other 
Christians want him to do is tell anyone that he is a Christian. God 
doesn’t need that kind of advertisement.  
 
Do our actions and decisions bring honor to God, or do they discredit 
Him? We may need to change our ways to bring our actions in line with 
our profession of faith.  
 
The word “worthy” as in “walking a worthy walk” is a word that means 
of equal weight. In other words, the standards we live by, the things 
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we do, and the thoughts we think are to be equal with God’s standards. 
We need to measure up to what God wants for us. When we measure 
up, our thoughts and actions will be pleasing to God. Notice the verse 
says we are to please God in all respects. Our actions and attitudes are 
all to please God in every area of life. We are to hold nothing back. It is 
like a company building new homes. Every room in every home is to 
measure up to the standards of the company. Could you imagine 
buying a new home and finding most of the rooms unfinished and in 
complete disarray. You would demand that the builders finish the job 
or void the contract. In the same way, God wants every room in our 
lives to measure up to His standards. 
 
The third thing Paul prayed for the Colossians was: 
 
3. For them to bear fruit through good works 
Again, listen to Colossians 1:10, “So that you may walk in a manner 
worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in every 
good work…” Good works are to mark the life of every believer. 
Ephesians 2:10 says we were created to do good works. We are not 
saved by good works, but we were created to do them. As we do them, 
good things will follow. For example, helping a neighbor during their 
time in need may open an avenue to share our faith with them. 
  
In Matthew 3:7-8 John the Baptist confronted the Jewish religious 
leaders. When he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for 
baptism, he said to them, "7 You brood of vipers, who warned you to 
flee from the wrath to come? 8 Therefore bring forth fruit in keeping 
with repentance;”  In short, John said to the religious leaders, “If you 
say that you have truly repented, then there should be good works in 
your life to verify your claim.” Since there were no good works in their 
lives, their claim of having repented was false. 
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In Matthew 5:16 Jesus said, "Let your light shine before men in such a 
way that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is 
in heaven.”  As we do good works, we will produce fruit. As we do good 
works as we serve in the church, ministry will go forward. As we do the 
good work of visiting the sick, they will be encouraged. As we do the 
good work of training our children, they will grow strong in the faith. As 
you do the good work of writing a letter to a soldier, that soldier will be 
encouraged and God will be glorified. We need to do things that bear 
fruit for God’s kingdom, not just for our own gratification.  

 
The fourth thing Paul prayed for the Colossians was: 
 
4. For a furtherance of spiritual maturity 
Again, listen to Colossians 1:10, “So that you may walk in a manner 
worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in every 
good work, increasing in the knowledge of God.” Notice again the last 
phrase of verse ten. Paul wanted the Colossians to increase in their 
knowledge of God. In other words, Paul wanted them to keep growing 
in their maturity so they would learn more and more of God’s Word 
and find His will for their lives. 
 
God doesn’t want us to get stuck in our Christian faith. God wants us to 
grow. Healthy things grow. Just as it is very sad if a child stops growing 
before they reach physical maturity, so it is sad when Christians stop 
growing before they become spiritually mature. In reality a Christian 
never stops growing this side of heaven. The biggest room in his life is 
always the room for improvement.  
 
The fifth thing that Paul prayed for the Colossians was that they would 
increase in spiritual strength that became apparent in the godly 
character that shone from their lives. 
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5. For spiritual strength that shows itself in godly character 
Listen now to Colossians 1:11-12,  “11 strengthened with all power, 
according to His glorious might, for the attaining of all steadfastness 
and patience; joyously 12 giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified 
us to share in the inheritance of the saints in Light.” Paul wanted the 
Colossians to be full of God’s power so they would be steadfast, 
patient, joyful, and thankful to God always. After all, it is God who had 
qualified them to inherit eternal life along with all the other Christians 
in the world; past, present and future. What awesome things Paul 
prayed for the Colossians. He truly wanted the very best for them as 
they grew strong in their faith. 
 
Final thought 
Do we pray for others like this? We should: 
 

1. For them to have more knowledge, understanding and wisdom 
2. For them to walk a worthy walk that pleases God in every repect 
3. For them to bear fruit for God’s kingdom as they do good works 
4. For them to grow in spiritual maturity 
5. For spiritual strength that shows itself in Godly character 

 
What a great way to pray. This truly is “prayer of a different kind!” 
 


