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The Epaphras Report 
 

Colossians 1:1-8 
 

By Chris Losey 
 
Introduction 
If someone was to write a report on your life as it relates to your 
walk with God, what would they say? Would they say: 
 

- The person whom I am writing about has not only asked 
Christ to save them, but they have made Christ the Lord or 
their life. They study the Bible and obey it for the most part. 
Their actions and decisions reflect the fact they are a 
Christian. They love others with true agape love, asking 
nothing in return. They extend forgiveness, are kind, and 
aren’t afraid to take a stand for their faith when necessary. 
Their faith is central to their life. 

 
Or would they say: 
 

- The person whom I am writing about says he is a Christian, 
but his actions don’t really match his profession. Oh, he goes 
to church most of the time, but he picks and chooses which 
parts of the Bible he will obey and put into practice. He 
tends only to associate with his small circle of friends. He is 
somewhat uncomfortable sharing his faith because he 
avoids confrontation at all costs. He likes certain people in 
Christian community but Jesus isn’t really Lord of his life… 

 
Today we begin a study of the Book of Colossians. The first 
message is entitled, “The Epaphras Report.” This may sound a 
little odd, but the whole book of Colossians was written as a result 
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of the report that the man, Epaphras, brought to the apostle Paul 
while Paul was imprisoned in Rome.  
 
Following Paul’s third missionary journey, Paul went to Jerusalem 
where he was unjustly accused of crimes. He subsequently 
appealed to Caesar and was then sent to Rome and placed under 
house arrest awaiting trial. It was there that Epaphras came to 
Paul bringing him a report about the Colossians. 
 
Background (From the Online Bible Encyclopedia) 
Regarding Epaphras, the word Epaphras is a contracted form of 
Epaphroditus. Epaphras was with Paul during part of Paul’s 1st 
Roman imprisonment. He is mentioned in Paul's l to Philemon 
(Philemon 1:23). Epaphras was the missionary by whom the 
Colossians had been converted to Christianity (Col. 1:7), and 
probably the other churches of the Lycus had been founded by 
him as well. In sending his salutation to the Colossians, Paul 
testified about Epaphras, "He hath much labor for you, and for 
them in Laodicea, and for them in Hierapolis" (Col. 4:13). Epaphras 
had brought to Paul good news of the progress of the gospel, of 
their "faith in Christ Jesus" and of their love toward all the saints 
(Col. 1:4). Paul's regard for Epaphras is shown by his designating 
him "our beloved fellow-servant," "a faithful minister of Christ" 
(Col. 1:7), and "a bondservant of Christ Jesus" (Col. 4:12 margin). 
The last designation Paul uses several times of himself, but only 
once of another besides Epaphras (Phil. 1:1). As Paul began his 
letter to the Colossians he encouraged them.  
 
Let me show you the location of the city of Colosse. As you can 
see, it is several miles southeast of Laodicea in the area of Asia 
Minor.  
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Here now is the passage that will be investigated today. 
Colossians 1:1-8 states, 
 

1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and 
Timothy our brother, 2 to the saints and faithful brethren in 
Christ who are at Colossae: Grace to you and peace from 
God our Father. 3 We give thanks to God, the Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you, 4 since we heard of 
your faith in Christ Jesus and the love which you have for all 
the saints; 5 because of the hope laid up for you in heaven, of 
which you previously heard in the word of truth, the gospel, 6 
which has come to you, just as in all the world also it is 
constantly bearing fruit and increasing, even as it has been 
doing in you also since the day you heard of it and 
understood the grace of God in truth; 7 just as you learned it 
from Epaphras, our beloved fellow bond-servant, who is a 
faithful servant of Christ on our behalf, 8 and he also 
informed us of your love in the Spirit. 
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Here are some principles from these verses: 
 
People watch how we live and will give a report to others – v1 
Paul had never met the Colossians. He learned about them from 
Epaphras who brought him a report. 
 
We need to realize that when we claim to be Christians, people 
watch us and give a report to others. Some call this gossiping but 
it is not necessarily bad. For example, if a person attends a 
seminar he or she will likely share about the speaker and share 
their impressions about whether he had an interesting message. 
After going to a concert, many people can’t wait to tell their 
friends about it. They might report that a particular group was 
great, or that another group was particularly bad… 
 
If you don’t think that people spread reports about one another, 
just mess up and see how fast the report gets around. Say an 
unkind word or do something someone doesn’t like, and people 
will talk. I’ve seen it many times, and I’m sure you have, too. 
 
But rather than spreading bad reports about each other, it is 
much more important to spread good reports. Let people observe 
our good works and our loving character and let them say, “You 
know, now there’s a person who really walks with God!” Let them 
say, “You know that woman?  Now there’s a woman with a heart 
for God.” 
 
After the Spirit West Coast concert I was listening to the reports 
of those who attended. They were commenting on the bands they 
heard play. One report I heard regarding on particular band was 
quite good. People said they were really encouraged by the 
attitude of the band “Casting Crowns.” They said they really 
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focused on God and not on themselves, and that they really led 
people to worship God. 
 
People will spread a report. We need to do all we can to help it be 
a good report. I think we as Christians need to spread the word 
about the good things people do rather than only waiting until 
they mess up and then spreading a bad report. Because we are 
sinners, our tendency is to ignore the good and share the bad. 
Don’t let that be true of you. Epaphras spread a good report! Way 
to go Epaphras!!!  
 
The fact that people will talk about us should not make us 
paranoid, or make us constantly ask ourselves, “Who’s watching 
me?” But it should cause us to want to live lives committed to 
God so that if people happen to see us in action, they will want to 
give a good report. 
 
How we live will either encourage or discourage others – vv 2-3 
It is not just that people will watch us and give a report to others. 
More importantly, we should want any report about us to be an 
encouragement regarding the things of God. If we live lives that 
don’t follow God closely, the report will be a discouraging. If we 
live consistent lives devoted to God, the report will be an 
encouragement to others.  
 
Obviously how the Colossians conducted themselves was an 
encouragement to Epaphras; so much so that after he gave his 
report to Paul, Paul, too, got excited about what God was doing in 
Colosse. Paul got so excited that he complimented the Colossians.  
Listen to Paul’s words in Colossians 1:2,3, “2 to the saints and 
faithful brethren in Christ who are at Colossae: Grace to you and 
peace from God our Father. 3 We give thanks to God, the Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you.” Paul calls them 
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faithful brethren. He says that he gives thanks for them. Why? 
Because they are furthering the gospel!  
 
We, too, are to be good examples for the Lord. In 1 Timothy 4:12 
the apostle Paul says to Timothy, “Let no one look down on your 
youthfulness, but rather in speech, conduct, love, faith and purity, 
show yourself an example of those who believe.” 
 
In Titus 2:7, Paul told Titus, “In all things show yourself to be an 
example of good deeds, with purity in doctrine, dignified…”  
 
In 1 Thessalonians 1:7, Paul commended the Thessalonians for 
being a good example. He said, “… you became an example to all 
the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia.”  
 
Are we being the right example that brings encouragement to 
others? That is my prayer for us! 
 
Faith and love in our lives will encourage others – vv 4,8  
What was it that encouraged Paul so much regarding the 
Colossians? It was their faith and love. Paul says in Colossians 1:4, 
“Since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and the love which 
you have for all the saints.” 
 
This faith that Paul observed was more than saving faith. It was 
growing faith. God wants our faith to grow. Scripture says we are 
not only saved by faith (Ephesians 2:8,9) but we are to live (walk) 
by faith. 2 Corinthians 5:7 states, “for we walk by faith, not by 
sight.”  
 
Living by faith means we have not only placed our faith in Christ, 
but are seeking to live each day trusting Him and His Word. We 
need to live according to His principles rather than our own; 
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making choices that please Him, not just following our own 
desires. We must live sacrificially for His kingdom, being willing to 
do His work and to love others as He loved us. We must willingly 
share our faith as the Holy Spirit opens doors and gives us the 
opportunity.  
 
Have you ever had the opportunity to lead anyone to Christ? 
Perhaps it was a friend or one of your children. If so, how did you 
feel when you saw them begin to live out their faith? 
Undoubtedly, you heart filled with joy.  Conversely, if they failed 
to live out their faith, your heart sank. Epaphras had the 
wonderful privilege of seeing the Colossians growing in their faith, 
and he couldn’t be more thrilled. I’m sure when Epaphras gave his 
report to Paul, he just glowed! 
 
Not only were the Colossians living out their faith, they were 
doing to in love! Somehow they had grasped the importance of 
displaying the love of God in their lives. Their love was nothing 
short of selfless! They weren’t perfect, but God’s love had 
permeated their hearts.  Notice Colossians 1:8, “and he  
(Epaphras) also informed us of your love in the Spirit.” Their love 
was guided by the Holy Spirit. What an important concept for all 
Christians to learn; to walk in the power of the Holy Spirit listening 
to His promptings and loving others as God has loved us. It is no 
wonder that Epaphras was so excited! 
 
Another important principle from the text is: 
 
Faith and love should flow out of our hope of heaven – vv 5,6 
Where does such faith and love come from? It flows out of our 
hope of heaven! Listen to what Paul said about the Colossians 
chapter one verses five and six.  
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5 because of the hope laid up for you in heaven, of which you 
previously heard in the word of truth, the gospel, 6 which has 
come to you, just as in all the world also it is constantly 
bearing fruit and increasing, even as it has been doing in you 
also since the day you heard of it and understood the grace 
of God in truth; 

 
Does the hope of heaven inspire you! I hope so! Perhaps you are 
quite comfortable in your life and don’t think much about the 
hope of spending eternity with the Lord. If this is your situation, I 
will tell you, as you get older, hope becomes more and more dear. 
Or if you have lived a life of turmoil and trials, that hope is so dear 
as well. 
 
Revelation 21:4 speaks of heaven. The passage states, “and He 
shall wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there shall no 
longer be any death; there shall no longer be any mourning, or 
crying, or pain; the first things have passed away.”  
 
There is also an only song which goes,  
 

Heaven is a wonderful place,  
filled with glory and grace.  
I’m gonna see my Savior’s face.  
O heaven is a wonderful place! 
I want to go there! 

 
On September 11, 2001, a group of terrorists who were told if 
they martyred themselves they would be taken to heaven and 
given all sorts of sensual delights. There is no basis for the heaven 
they talk about. Their prophet Mohammed is dead. But Christians 
have a basis for the heaven they believe in. Why? It is because we 
serve a Savior who rose from the dead and proved there is life 
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beyond the grave. The heaven He speaks of is not for people who 
murder women and children in the name of Allah, it is for those 
who have placed their faith in the finished work of Jesus Christ on 
the cross. 
 
One day when Jesus was talking to His disciples they wanted to 
know about heaven and Jesus told them plainly in John 14:1-6, 
 

1 Let not your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also 
in Me. 2 In My Father's house are many dwelling places; if it 
were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a 
place for you. 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will 
come again, and receive you to Myself; that where I am, 
there you may be also. 4 And you know the way where I am 
going. 5 Thomas said to Him, "Lord, we do not know where 
You are going, how do we know the way?" 6 Jesus said to 
him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes 
to the Father, but through Me.”   

 
The hope of heaven needs to be shared with everyone – v7 
How do people get this hope of heaven? Someone has to tell 
them! Who told the Colossians? Epaphras did!  Colossians 1:7 
“just as you learned it from Epaphras, our beloved fellow bond-
servant, who is a faithful servant of Christ on our behalf.” 
 
Not only did Epaphras tell the Colossians about the gospel, he told 
people in the two nearby cities of Laodicea and Heirapolis. 
Colossians 4:12-13 states,  
 

12 Epaphras, who is one of your number, a bondslave of Jesus 
Christ, sends you his greetings, always laboring earnestly for 
you in his prayers, that you may stand perfect and fully 
assured in all the will of God. 13 For I bear him witness that 
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he has a deep concern for you and for those who are in 
Laodicea and Hierapolis.  

 
Is it your passion to tell others the good news of Jesus? That is 
God’s desire!  
 
Conclusion 
Here are some important questions we can ask ourselves: 
 
1. Am I living in such a way that people give a good report about 

me? 
2. Is my life an encouragement or discouragement to others 

regarding the things of God? 
3. Is my life marked by faith and love? 
4. Am I motivated by my hope of heaven? 
5. Am I actively sharing the hope of heaven with others? 
 
 All of these are important questions. Let’s live in such a way that 
our lives make a positive difference for the kingdom of God! 


