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Easter – Christ’s Passion 
 

 

 

Passion 
 

The word passion is defined in the dictionary as: 

 

1. Any strong feeling, such as love, hate, etc:                  

Randy had a romantic passion for Kathleen.  

2. Enthusiasm; intense desire: The new                                

student had a passion for learning.  

3. The object of intense feeling or interest:                           

Roses are Mrs. Smith’s passion.  

4. An outburst of violent wrath; great rage: Jerry flew 

into a passion when Bob broke his baseball bat. 

5. The suffering and death of Christ on the cross; 

also, the last part of the gospels (Matthew, Mark, 

Luke and John in the New Testament of the Bible) 

relating to Christ’s suffering and death. 
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Dedicated to those who want to know  

why Christ came,  

what He suffered,  

and why it is important. 
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Why Jesus Came 
 

He came to save people from sin 

On December 25
th

 each year, millions of people around the world 

celebrate Christmas. For some, the holiday is simply a time to get off 

work, be with family and friends, and exchange presents. But the real 

meaning of Christmas goes much deeper. It is the day when Christians 

everywhere remember the coming of the Christ child to earth. His 

coming was foretold by the Jewish prophets. They even identified the 

small town of Bethlehem as the place of His birth. 

 

But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, too little to be among the 

clans of Judah, from you One will go forth for me to be ruler in 

Israel. His goings forth are from long ago, from the days of 

eternity. (Micah 5:2) 

 

Just as prophesied, Jesus Christ was born in Bethlehem. He did not come 

with great fanfare. He was born to a young Jewish couple named Mary 

and Joseph. Amazingly, Joseph was not Jesus’ real father. God was. 

Another prophecy written hundreds of years before Christ’s birth stated 

that Jesus would be born of a virgin. The Old Testament prophet Isaiah 

said, “Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: behold, a virgin 

will be with child and bear a son, and she will call His name Immanuel” 

(Isaiah 7:14). The word Immanuel means “God with us.” Indeed, Jesus 

was God come to earth in the form of a baby. He was God in human 

flesh – fully God, yet fully human. 

 

But the question arises, “Why did Jesus come?” An angel revealed quite 

clearly the why of Christ’s coming. He revealed it to Joseph prior to 

Jesus’ birth. 

 

Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows. When His mother 

Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she 

was found to be with child by the Holy Spirit. And Joseph her 
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husband, being a righteous man, and not wanting to disgrace her, 

desired to put her away secretly. But when he had considered this, 

behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, 

"Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife; 

for that which has been conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. And 

she will bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for it is He 

who will save His people from their sins."  

 
Simply put, Jesus came to save people from their sins. That is what the 

word Jesus means, “Jehovah’s Salvation.” But why do people need to be 

saved? To fully understand this, it is important to return to the first book 

of the Bible, Genesis, which records the account of God creating the first 

humans. 

 

It all started with Adam and Eve 
When God created Adam and Eve, He gave them the ability to make 

moral choices. He did not want them to respond to Him like robots. He 

wanted them to choose to follow His ways because they loved and 

trusted Him. 

 

As their Creator, God knew what 

was best for the couple. In order to 

protect Adam and Eve, God gave 

them explicit instructions. They 

were permitted to eat of the fruit of 

any tree in the Garden of Eden 

except the tree of the knowledge of 

good and evil. Although we don’t 

know much about the forbidden 

fruit, God placed it in the garden to 

allow Adam and Eve to exercise 

free choice.  
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Just as evil lurks in the world today, so it was in the Garden of Eden. It 

came in the form of Satan, who appeared to Eve as a serpent.  

 

Satan once served as one of God’s most important angels, but rebelled 

against God and was cast out of heaven to the earth along with other 

rebellious angels. It was now Satan’s desire to harm those whom God 

loved most – the humans God created. 

 

In order to get Eve to eat the forbidden fruit, Satan placed doubt and 

confusion in her mind regarding God’s instructions. Satan said, “Indeed, 

has God said, ‘You shall not eat from any tree of the garden?”  (Genesis 

3:1) 

 

Eve then clarified what God had said, “From the fruit of the trees of the 

garden we may eat; but from the fruit of the tree which is in the middle 

of the garden, God has said, ‘You shall not eat from it or touch it, or you 

will die.’” (Genesis 3:2,3). It was clear, Eve fully understood God’s 

command.  

 

In an attempt to undermine God’s authority, Satan brought into question 

God’s character and motives, “You surely will not die! For God knows 

that in the day you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be 

like God, knowing good and evil.” (Gen 3:4,5) 

 

At this point, rather than believing God and trusting His instructions, 

Eve succumbed to Satan’s temptation. Genesis 3:6 records her bad 

choice and the subsequent poor choice of her husband,  

 

When the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it 

was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was desirable to make 

one wise, she took from its fruit and ate; and she gave also to her 

husband with her, and he ate. 
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Unbeknownst to Eve, Satan had attacked her in three key areas. It is the 

same way he attacks people today: the lust of the flesh, the lust of the 

eye, and the pride of life. 

 

The lust of the flesh has to do with fleshly desires. Eve became 

convinced that the tree was good for food. She wanted to taste it even 

though she had been forbidden to do so.  

 

The lust of the eye means wrongfully desiring to possess certain things 

one sees – someone else’s home, car, or money. Eve saw the forbidden 

fruit was a delight to her eyes. She not only wanted to taste it, she 

wanted to have it for herself. 

 

The pride of life means thinking it is not essential to do what God says. 

In essence it is becoming ones own god. Eve became convinced that 

God was trying to withhold something from her that she rightfully 

deserved. In her mind the tree was desirable to make her wise, and she 

wanted it no matter what God said.  

 

Satan convinced Eve that God had given her and her husband a raw deal. 

Eve began to question God’s love and motives, and felt the need to take 

matters into her own hands.  

 

When Eve ate the fruit, she disobeyed God and stepped outside His 

protective will. Indeed, God was not keeping something good from 

Adam and Eve, He was trying to protect them. He had given them all 

good things to enjoy because He loved them. They had no need for the 

forbidden fruit, but they were willing to be disobedient to get it.  

 
God told Adam and Eve if they ate of the fruit they would die. When the 

couple ate, they began to die physically; their bodies started aging. Their 

days on earth were numbered. They also died spiritually; their spirits 

were now separated from God.  
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The distinction between physical and spiritual death is important. God 

created every human with a physical body and a spirit. Physical death 

may be defined as the separation of the spirit from the body at the 

moment a person’s bodily systems shut down. In other words, when the 

body dies, the spirit exits. Spiritual death, on the other hand, is the 

separation of a person’s spirit from God. It is possible for a person to be 

physically alive and spiritually dead. This was the case with Adam and 

Eve – even though their bodies had not yet experienced final physical 

death, their spirits were separated from God.  

 

In the Old Testament, the prophet Isaiah addressed this separation, “But 

your iniquities have made a separation between you and your God...” 

(Isaiah 59:2). Adam and Eve’s sin caused a change in their relationship 

with God. Rather than looking forward to fellowshipping with Him, they 

hid themselves when they heard Him walking in the garden. Something 

had changed. Genesis 3:8-13 states,  

 

And they (Adam and Eve) heard the sound of the LORD God 

walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his 

wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the 

trees of the garden. Then the LORD God called to the man, and 

said to him, “Where are you?”  And he said, “I heard the sound of 

Thee in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid 

myself.” And He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have 

you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?”  

And the man said, “The woman whom Thou gavest to be with me, 

she gave me from the tree, and I ate.” Then the LORD God said to 

the woman, “What is this you have done?” And the woman said, 

“The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 

 

Notice how Adam and Eve blamed someone else for their own 

disobedience. Adam blamed Eve, and Eve blamed the serpent. Today, 

people often do the same thing. Rather than admitting their own 

mistakes, they often pass the buck and say it was somebody else’s fault. 
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Just as Adam and Eve’s sin separated them from God, sin still separates 

people from God today.  

 

Understanding sin and its consequences  
To sin means to miss the mark. 

Picture a target. Rather than hitting 

the bull’s-eye with our thoughts, 

words, and actions (the arrows of 

life), people often fall short of God’s 

best. They think, say and do things 

that dishonor God. Each of us has 

missed the mark to a greater or lesser 

degree. This makes us all guilty.  

 

The Bible states, “For all have 

sinned and fall short of the glory of 

God” (Romans 3:23). This doesn’t 

mean we are murderers, rapists, or adulterers; it simply means every 

person has missed God’s best in some way. If we are honest with 

ourselves, we will admit we have committed many sins and fallen short 

of perfection. 

 

The fact is, even one sin makes a person guilty before a holy, perfect 

God. James 2:10 states, “For whoever keeps the whole law and yet 

stumbles in one point, he has become guilty of all.” In addition, we are 

not sinners because we miss the mark; we miss the mark because we are 

sinners. This sin-nature has been passed down from generation to 

generation since the time of Adam and Eve. People’s sin-nature is really 

quite obvious. For example, think of parents training young children. 

Parents often spend much time correcting their children’s behavior 

because bad behavior comes quite naturally to a child. Children have to 

be taught to share their toys and to be nice to their siblings and friends. 
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Just like a dirty scalpel is unacceptable in a sterile operating room, sin is 

unacceptable in the presence of a holy God. That’s why God cast Satan 

out of heaven.  

 

Romans 6:23 reveals the sad consequences of sin, “For the wages of sin 

is death…” Just like men are paid a wage for work, God pays a wage for 

sin; death – separation from Him.  

 

The Bible goes on to say, “… it is appointed for men to die once and 

after this comes judgment” (Hebrews 9:27). All people will die 

physically and then be judged. As unpleasant as it seems, each person 

has an appointment with death. God knows the exact day, hour and 

second we will take our last breath.  

 

There is good news, however. As long as a person is alive, he has the 

opportunity to have his sins forgiven. If he dies physically before his 

sins are forgiven, he will be eternally separated from God. 

 

Jesus came to restore mankind’s broken relationship 
When Adam and Eve sinned, God desired to restore their broken 

relationship with Him. Rather than see them eternally separated from 

Him, God announced His plan. The plan wouldn’t be easy because 

God’s holy character demanded a penalty be paid for sin. And being 

sinful creatures, Adam and Eve could not pay the price themselves. Only 

God could do that. God decided to pay the price by sending His sinless 

Son to earth to die for the sins of the world. 

 

In the Garden of Eden, God revealed His plan when He addressed Satan 

(who was in the form of a serpent), 

 

And the LORD God said to the serpent, "Because you have done 

this (tempted Adam and Eve, and influenced them to fall into sin), 

cursed are you more than all cattle, and more than every beast of 

the field; On your belly shall you go, and dust shall you eat all the 

days of your life; And I will put enmity between you and the 
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woman, and between your seed and her seed; He shall bruise you 

on the head, and you shall bruise him on the heel." (Genesis 3:14-

15) 

 

God said there would be enmity (hatred) between the woman and Satan. 

God would subsequently send someone who would receive a bruised 

heel, but in the process would bruise (crush) Satan’s head. This 

prophecy refers to the promised Savior (Jesus Christ) who came to 

destroy the power of Satan even though it seemed like Satan had the 

victory. A bruised heel is not fatal. A crushed head is!   

 

From that first prophecy, God made it clear He intended to send a Savior 

(the Messiah or Christ) who would break the curse of sin on the human 

race and restore their relationship with Him. This is precisely what God 

did by sending His Son, Jesus, into the world that first Christmas 

morning. Jesus had come to save people from their sin. 

 

In the meantime, Adam and Eve and their descendants would live in a 

world affected by sin. They would also live with the consequences God 

placed on them for their disobedience. Genesis 3:16-19 records these 

consequences, 

 

To the woman He (God) said, "I will greatly multiply your pain in 

childbirth, in pain you shall bring forth children; yet your desire 

shall be for your husband, and he shall rule over you."  Then to 

Adam He said, "Because you have listened to the voice of your 

wife, and have eaten from the tree about which I commanded you, 

saying, 'You shall not eat from it'; cursed is the ground because of 

you; in toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life.  Both thorns 

and thistles it shall grow for you; and you shall eat the plants of 

the field; By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, till you 

return to the ground, because from it you were taken; for you are 

dust, and to dust you shall return." 
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Even though God revealed His plan of redemption in the Garden of 

Eden, it would be many, many years before the plan came to fruition. 

But when the time was right, He sent Jesus into the world. The New 

Testament Book of Galatians records this fact, 

 

But when the fulness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, 

born of a woman, born under the Law, in order that He might 

redeem those who were under the Law, that we might receive the 

adoption as sons. (Galatians 4:4-5) 

 

He came to sacrifice Himself for us 
Even though we now know that Jesus came into the world to save people 

from their sin, another question arises, “How did He do it?” How could a 

baby in a manger save anyone? To understand this, we must understand 

the Old Testament sacrificial system. 

 

After the fall of Adam and Eve, God set up a system of sacrifices and 

offerings to deal with sin. In the book of Leviticus He formalized the 

system for the Jews. The system involved animal sacrifice. When 

animals were offered, they were killed and some of 

their blood was sprinkled on the altar at the Jewish 

place of worship. These sacrifices didn't completely 

eliminate sin, they simply covered it until the time 

the Messiah (the Christ) would come and wipe 

away sin once and for all.  

 

The Bible states, “For the life of the flesh is in the 

blood, and I have given it to you on the altar to 

make atonement for your souls; for it is the blood 

by reason of the life that makes atonement” 

(Leviticus 17:11). It was the shedding of an 

animal’s blood and the placing of some of that 

blood on the altar that made atonement for sin. The 

blood represented the life of the animal. The animal 

gave it’s life as payment for a person’s sin.  
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Even today we recognize the importance of blood. Creatures that have 

blood rely on their blood for life. It is blood that takes nutrients 

throughout the body, and it is blood that transports waste materials away 

from the cells for elimination. Indeed a creature’s life is in its blood. We 

even have commercials that talk about giving the gift of life by donating 

blood to help others.  

 

Just as animals shed their blood in Old Testament times, Jesus came to 

shed His blood on the cross to pay the penalty for the world’s sin. That 

is why He is referred to as “the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of 

the world” (John 1:29). The Bible further states, “And according to the 

Law, one may almost say all things are cleansed with blood, and without 

shedding of blood there is no forgiveness” (Hebrews 9:22).  

 

Hebrews 10:4 reveals that animal sacrifices cannot fully take away sin, 

“For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins.” 

But Jesus’ sacrifice can fully atone for sin! He was and is the sinless Son 

of God. 1 Peter 3:18 states, “For Christ also died for sins once for all, 

the just for the unjust, in order that He might bring us to God, having 

been put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit.” His one 

sacrifice made it possible for all people 

to be forgiven. In the Old Testament, 

animals had to be sacrificed each year in 

order to atone for that year’s sins. This 

no longer needs to be done because 

Jesus’ sacrifice was once for all. Christ 

was the just one (the righteous, sinless 

one) who died for the unjust ones (sinful 

humans) in order to bring them to God.  

 

He came to die on a cross 
After being born that first Christmas 

morning, Jesus grew and became a man. 

At age thirty, He began His public 
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ministry and gathered together twelve disciples whom He trained. He 

trained them so they could carry the good news of His sacrifice to the 

world after He was gone. 

 

On several occasions Jesus told His disciples He had come to die. 

Matthew 16:21 states, "From that time Jesus Christ began to show His 

disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, and suffer many things from the 

elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed…" 

 

Matthew 17:22,23 states, “And while they were gathering together in 

Galilee, Jesus said to them, ‘The Son of Man is going to be delivered 

into the hands of men; and they will kill Him, and He will be raised on 

the third day.’  And they (the disciples) were deeply grieved.” 

 

Matthew 20:17-19 further states, “And as Jesus was about to go up to 

Jerusalem, He took the twelve {disciples} aside by themselves, and on 

the way He said to them, ‘Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem; and the 

Son of Man will be delivered to the chief priests and scribes, and they 

will condemn Him to death, and will deliver Him to the Gentiles to mock 

and scourge and crucify Him, and on the third day He will be raised 

up.’” 

 

Although Jesus’ disciples didn’t fully understand what Jesus was telling 

them, in Matthew 20:28 He hinted at the nature of His coming, “…the 

Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a 

ransom for many.” 

 

After a fruitful ministry full of miracles and wonderful teaching, it was 

time for Jesus to die. He was only thirty-three years old. 
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What Jesus Suffered 
 

Prophecy foretold the suffering of Jesus 
Several prophecies in the Old Testament speak of the great suffering 

Christ would go through on our behalf. Isaiah 53:3-6 is quite graphic. 

 

He was despised and forsaken of men, a man of sorrows, and 

acquainted with grief; and like one from whom men hide their 

face, He was despised, and we did not esteem Him. Surely our 

griefs He himself bore, and our sorrows He carried; yet we 

ourselves esteemed Him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. 

But He was pierced through for our transgressions, He was 

crushed for our iniquities; the chastening for our well-being fell 

upon Him, and by His scourging we are healed. All of us like 

sheep have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; but 

the LORD has caused the iniquity of us all to fall on Him. 

 

The passage states that Christ would be despised and forsaken. He 

would be a man of sorrows acquainted with grief. He would be stricken, 

smitten and afflicted. He would be pierced through (a picture of 

crucifixion) and crushed (beaten badly) because of our sin. He would 

also be scourged (whipped within an inch of His life). God the Father 

would cause all of our sins to fall on Him. This is precisely what 

happened. 
 

Jesus suffered more than crucifixion 
Even though Jesus had come to die for the sins of the world, He suffered 

many other things besides crucifixion. The question arises, “Why would 

God the Father allow God the Son to suffer so much? Why didn’t Jesus 

simply go to the cross, get crucified, and pay for the sins of the world?   

 

I believe God allowed Jesus to suffer so much so we could see the extent 

of the sin for which He died. Each incident of suffering came as a result 
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of the various sins of those around Christ. Each incident highlighted the 

sinfulness of man and the amazing love of God.  

 

To better understand the extent of Christ’s suffering and the sins that 

caused it, it is helpful to review the events leading up to the cross. Jesus’ 

suffering prior to and during His crucifixion is known as “The Passion 

of the Christ.” 

 

The Last Supper  
The evening before Jesus died, He 

gathered with His disciples in an 

upper room in Jerusalem to eat a 

final meal. The meal was the 

Passover – a meal all Jews ate to 

commemorate their release as a 

nation from Egypt.  

 

The Jewish people had been 

slaves in Egypt for many years. 

God raised up a deliverer (Moses) 

who went to the Egyptian Pharaoh 

and told him to let God’s people go. When the Pharaoh refused, God 

brought various plagues on the Egyptians. The final plague involved the 

death of every firstborn child in Egypt as the angel of death passed over 

the land.  

 

In order to save their own children from this plague, each Jewish family 

in Egypt was told to sacrifice a lamb and to smear its blood on the 

doorpost of their homes. As the angel of death passed over the land, he 

would see the blood and spare the children inside those homes.  

 

Jesus’ final Passover meal with His disciples was a picture of what He 

would do to save mankind. His blood would be shed so that all people 

who put their trust in Him would be spared God’s ultimate judgment.  
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As Jesus and His disciples ate the Passover meal, Jesus made some 

astounding statements. Matthew 26:26-28 records, 

 

And while they were eating, Jesus took some bread, and after a 

blessing, He broke it and gave it to the disciples, and said, "Take, 

eat; this is My body." And when He had taken a cup and given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying, "Drink from it, all of you; for 

this is My blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for 

forgiveness of sins. 

 

Through His words, Jesus informed the disciples of His imminent 

sacrifice. His body would go through terrible suffering and His blood 

would be poured out for the forgiveness of sins. 

 

Even as Jesus explained the meaning of the bread and wine, He also 

informed His disciples there was a traitor in their midst. Matthew 26:21 

states, “And as they were eating, He (Jesus) said, ‘Truly I say to you that 

one of you will betray Me.’” Jesus referred to Judas who informed the 

Jewish authorities of Jesus’ whereabouts so they could arrest Him. Judas 

betrayed Him for 30 pieces of silver (Matthew 26:15). Jesus’ suffering 

had begun. 

 

Judas’ actions evidenced the sins of betrayal and greed. Judas 

represented all those people through the ages who have betrayed 

innocent blood in order to achieve financial gain. Jesus had come to die 

for all the Judases of the world. 

 

During the Passover meal, Jesus released Judas to do his dastardly deed 

(John 13:27). Jesus knew Judas’ intentions, but still continued willingly 

down the road to the cross, even amidst the emotional anguish that 

betrayal undoubtedly caused.  

 

The Mount of Olives  
Jesus then went with His disciples (minus Judas) to the Mount of Olives 

just outside Jerusalem. At the mount, Peter and the rest of the disciples 
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said they would never betray or leave Jesus. Matthew 26:30-35 tells the 

story: 

 

And after singing a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 

Then Jesus said to them, “You will all fall away because of Me this 

night, for it is written, ‘I will strike down the shepherd, and the 

sheep of the flock shall be scattered.’  But after I have been raised, 

I will go before you to Galilee.” But Peter answered and said to 

Him, “Even though all may fall away because of You, I will never 

fall away.” Jesus said to him, “Truly I say to you that this very 

night, before a cock crows, you shall deny Me three times.” Peter 

said to Him, “Even if I have to die with You, I will not deny You.” 

All the disciples said the same thing too. 

 

Peter’s words were bold. He said there was no way he would fall away 

from Jesus. But, before the rooster crowed the next morning, Peter 

denied knowing Jesus on three different occasions. All of the other 

disciples also left Christ and fled (Matthew 26:56). 

 

This incident at the Mount of Olives showed the sins of pride and 

unbelief. Even though Jesus told the disciples they would fall away, they 

refused to believe Him and kept proclaiming their loyalty. The disciple’s 

statements prove the truth of Romans 3:4, “…let God be found true, 

though every man be found a liar…” If God says something will happen, 

it will, no matter how much we may hope it won’t.  

 

Even in the midst of the disciple’s sin, Jesus proceeded willingly to the 

cross. His love for them was obvious. 

 

The Garden of Gethsemane  
As the evening wore on, Jesus took His disciples to the Garden of 

Gethsemane to pray. He told them to watch and pray while He went off 

by Himself. In His humanity, Jesus knew the pain that lay ahead. 

Matthew 26:39 records Jesus’ dilemma in the garden, 
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And He (Jesus) went a little beyond them (His disciples), and fell 

on His face and prayed, saying, “My Father, if it is possible, let 

this cup pass from Me; yet not as I will, but as Thou wilt.”  

 

The cup to which Jesus referred was the cup of sacrifice – His own 

death. When Jesus returned to His disciples, He found them sleeping. 

Matthew 26:40-46 states, 

 

And He came to the disciples and found them sleeping, and said to 

Peter, “So, you men could not keep watch with Me for one hour? 

Keep watching and praying, that you may not enter into 

temptation; the spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.” He went 

away again a second time and prayed, saying, “My Father, if this 

cannot pass away unless I drink it, Thy will be done.” And again 

He came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. And 

He left them again, and went away and prayed a third time, saying 

the same thing once more. Then He came to the disciples, and said 

to them, “Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? Behold, the 

hour is at hand and the Son of Man is being betrayed into the 
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hands of sinners. Arise, let us be going; behold, the one (Judas) 

who betrays Me is at hand!” 

 

In the garden, Jesus continued to suffer. He suffered emotional 

heartache. Luke 22:44 states, “And being in agony He was praying very 

fervently; and His sweat became like drops of blood, falling down upon 

the ground.” Jesus’ mental anguish not only resulted from 

contemplating His coming death, it came from knowing His disciples 

slept rather than keeping watch and praying. Their sins of disobedience 

and lack of commitment undoubtedly grieved His heart. But, again, 

Jesus had come to die for all who have been disobedient or lacked the 

proper commitment. Their sin was big, but His love was bigger. 

 

The arrest 
As Jesus woke His disciples, He told them the hour had come for Him to 

be betrayed. At that very moment Judas and a group of henchmen came 

to arrest Christ. Matthew 26:47-56 gives the account: 

 

And while He was still speaking, behold, Judas, one of the twelve, 

came up, accompanied by a great multitude with swords and clubs, 

from the chief priests and elders of the people. Now he who was 

betraying Him gave them a sign, saying, “Whomever I shall kiss, 

He is the one; seize Him.” And immediately he went to Jesus and 

said, “Hail, Rabbi!” and kissed Him. And Jesus said to him, 

“Friend, do what you have come for.” Then they came and laid 

hands on Jesus and seized Him. And behold, one of those who were 

with Jesus reached and drew out his sword, and struck the slave of 

the high priest, and cut off his ear. Then Jesus said to him, “Put 

your sword back into its place; for all those who take up the sword 

shall perish by the sword. Or do you think that I cannot appeal to 

My Father, and He will at once put at My disposal more than 

twelve legions of angels? How then shall the Scriptures be 

fulfilled, that it must happen this way?” At that time Jesus said to 

the multitudes, “Have you come out with swords and clubs to 

arrest Me as against a robber? Every day I used to sit in the 



   

  

 24 

temple teaching and you did not seize Me. But all this has taken 

place that the Scriptures of the prophets may be fulfilled.” Then all 

the disciples left Him and fled. 

 

This incident again shows the 

great love of God and the utter 

sinfulness of man. Jesus called 

Judas friend even though Judas 

betrayed Him with a kiss. 

Another disciple (Peter) 

exhibited the sin of reckless 

violence as he lashed out with 

a sword and cut off the right 

ear of the high priest’s servant 

(John 18:10). Undoubtedly 

Peter was going for the 

servant’s head! Jesus told 

Peter to return the sword to its 

case, and once again exhibited 

His great love by healing the 

ear of the injured man (Luke 

22:50,51). Jesus then made it 

clear that He could save Himself but chose not to do so because the 

Scriptures needed to be fulfilled. He was determined to fulfill His 

mission of dying on the cross. His disciples then exhibited the sin of 

cowardice and fled. 

 

In the presence of the high priest 
Next, Jesus was taken first to Annas (John 18:13) and then to Caiaphas 

the High Priest. Matthew 26:57-68 continues: 

 

And those who had seized Jesus led Him away to Caiaphas, the 

high priest, where the scribes and the elders were gathered 

together. But Peter also was following Him at a distance as far as 

the courtyard of the high priest, and entered in, and sat down with 
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the officers to see the outcome. Now the chief priests and the whole 

Council kept trying to obtain false testimony against Jesus, in 

order that they might put Him to death; and they did not find any, 

even though many false witnesses came forward. But later on two 

came forward, and said, “This man stated, ‘I am able to destroy 

the temple of God and to rebuild it in three days.’” And the high 

priest stood up and said to Him, “Do You make no answer? What 

is it that these men are testifying against You?” But Jesus kept 

silent. And the high priest said to Him, “I adjure You by the living 

God, that You tell us whether You are the Christ, the Son of God.” 

Jesus said to him, “You have said it yourself nevertheless I tell 

you, hereafter you shall see the Son of Man sitting at the right 

hand of Power, and coming on the clouds of heaven.” Then the 

high priest tore his robes, saying, “He has blasphemed! What 

further need do we have of witnesses? Behold, you have now heard 

the blasphemy; what do you think?” They answered and said, “He 

is deserving of death!” Then they spat in His face and beat Him 

with their fists; and others slapped Him, and said, “Prophesy to 

us, you Christ; who is the one who hit you?” 

 

When Jesus was 

taken to the high 

priest, the chief 

priests and the 

Jewish religious 

council sought to 

bring forth false 

witnesses whose 

testimony they 

could use against 

Him. They hated 

Jesus because He threatened their position of authority over the people. 

In plain terms they were envious of Jesus’ power and popularity; and 

rather than submitting to His leadership, they sought to kill Him. In the 

process of seeking Christ’s death, the Jewish religious leaders violated 
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their own law by using false witnesses (Proverbs 6:16-19). They also 

sinned by physically abusing an innocent man as they spit in Jesus’ face, 

beat Him with their fists, slapped and mocked Him. Theirs was a classic 

case of the misuse of power. 

 

Even amidst His continued suffering, Jesus stayed true to His merciful 

and gracious course of action. He set His face to go to the cross. 

 

Peter’s denial 
Even as Jesus suffered at the hands of the Jewish religious leaders, Peter 

was just outside in the courtyard denying that he even knew Jesus. It is 

interesting how fear can cause a person to deny a faithful friend. 

Matthew 26:69-75 records the incident:  

 

Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard, and a certain 

servant-girl came to him and said, “You too were with Jesus the 

Galilean.” But he denied it before them all, saying, “I do not know 

what you are talking 

about.” And when he 

had gone out to the 

gateway, another 

servant-girl saw him and 

said to those who were 

there, “This man was 

with Jesus of Nazareth.” 

And again he denied it 

with an oath, “I do not 

know the man.” And a 

little later the bystanders came up and said to Peter, "Surely you 

too are one of them; for the way you talk gives you away.” Then he 

began to curse and swear, “I do not know the man!” And 

immediately a cock crowed. And Peter remembered the word 

which Jesus had said, “Before a cock crows, you will deny Me 

three times.” And he went out and wept bitterly. 
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Being God, Jesus was totally aware of Peter’s denial. He had predicted 

it. Even amidst this pain, Jesus willingly continued toward the cross. 

 

Judas’ death 
Just as Jesus knew about Peter’s denial, He knew about Judas remorse 

and subsequent suicide. Assuredly Jesus came to die for all of the 

hopeless people who, like Judas, have messed their lives up so totally 

they want to end it all.  

 

Matthew 27:3-10 records the account of Judas: 

 

Then when Judas, who had betrayed Him, saw that He had been 

condemned, he felt remorse and returned the thirty pieces of silver 

to the chief priests and elders, saying, “I have sinned by betraying 

innocent blood.” But they said, “What is that to us? See to that 

yourself!” And he threw the pieces of silver into the sanctuary and 

departed; and he went away and hanged himself. And the chief 

priests took the pieces of silver and said, “It is not lawful to put 

them into the temple treasury, since it is the price of blood.” And 

they counseled together and with the money bought the Potter's 

Field as a burial place for strangers. For this reason that field has 

been called the Field of Blood to this day. Then that which was 

spoken through Jeremiah the prophet was fulfilled, saying, “And 

they took the thirty pieces of silver, the price of the one whose 

price had been set by the sons of Israel; and they gave them for the 

Potter's Field, as the Lord directed me.” 

 

Judas’ attempt to return the money revealed the hard-heartedness and 

insensitivity of the chief priests as they self-righteously denied Judas’ 

request. They seemed to care little that a guilt-ridden man like Judas 

might take his own life. The chief priests further exhibited the sin of 

hypocrisy as they rationalized the purchase of the Potter’s Field with 

their blood-money.  
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Thankfully, Jesus had come even to die for the likes of the chief priests 

and elders who had so twisted their positions of authority; they were no 

longer sensitive to the will of God. This incident assuredly increased the 

inner suffering of the Son of God. 

 

In the presence of Pilate 
Jesus was then taken to the Roman governor, Pontius Pilate. Matthew 

27:1-2 and 27:11-26 record: 

  

Now when morning had come, all the chief priests and the elders 

of the people took counsel against Jesus to put Him to death; and 

they bound Him, and led Him away, and delivered Him up to 

Pilate the governor. Now Jesus stood before the governor, and the 

governor questioned Him, saying, “Are You the King of the 

Jews?” And Jesus said to him, “It is as you say.” And while He 

was being accused by the chief priests and elders, He made no 

answer. Then Pilate said to Him, “Do You not hear how many 

things they testify against You?” And He did not answer him with 

regard to even a single charge, so that the governor was quite 

amazed. Now at the feast the governor was accustomed to release 

for the multitude any one prisoner whom they wanted. And they 

were holding at that time a notorious prisoner, called Barabbas. 

When therefore they were gathered together, Pilate said to them, 

“Whom do you want me to release for you? Barabbas, or Jesus 

who is called Christ?” For he knew that because of envy they had 

delivered Him up. And while he was sitting on the judgment seat, 

his wife sent to him, saying, “Have nothing to do with that 

righteous Man; for last night I suffered greatly in a dream because 

of Him.” But the chief priests and the elders persuaded the 

multitudes to ask for Barabbas, and to put Jesus to death. But the 

governor answered and said to them, “Which of the two do you 

want me to release for you?” And they said, “Barabbas.” Pilate 

said to them, “Then what shall I do with Jesus who is called 

Christ?” They all said, “Let Him be crucified!” And he said, 

“Why, what evil has He done?” But they kept shouting all the 
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more, saying, “Let Him be crucified!” And when Pilate saw that 

he was accomplishing nothing, but rather that a riot was starting, 

he took water and washed his hands in front of the multitude, 

saying, “I am innocent of this Man's blood; see to that 

yourselves.” And all the people answered and said, “His blood be 

on us and on our children!” Then he released Barabbas for them; 

but after having Jesus scourged, he delivered Him to be crucified. 

 

Pilate knew that 

Jesus was innocent. 

Pilate’s wife even 

informed him of 

Jesus’ righteousness. 

But Pilate committed 

the sin of abandoning 

what’s right because 

of pressure from 

others. He then 

committed the sin of 

having an innocent 

man scourged.  

 

Scourging was one of the most brutal forms of punishment. It was not 

uncommon for a scourging victim to die. A scourge consisted of a 

handle to which multiple cords or leather thongs were attached. Each 

cord was weighted with jagged pieces of bone or metal that ripped and 

tore a person’s flesh as he was beaten. Scourging victims were tied to a 

post and whipped on the back and legs. At times they were also beaten 

on the face and front. Although the number of blows was usually limited 

to 40, this was not always the case. The number depended on the whim 

of the commanding officer. In Jesus’ case, the number may have been 

quite high because of the influence of the Jewish leaders.  

 

Why did Pilate have Jesus scourged? He may have hoped the people 

would spare Jesus’ life when they saw Him brutally beaten. If this was 
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Pilate’s plan, it didn’t work. The people who had been paid off by the 

Jewish religious leaders, screamed, “Crucify him, crucify him!” 

 

Jesus suffering was now unbelievably intense, but He still did not 

retaliate or abandon His mission. 

 

In the Praetorium 
Jesus was taken into the Praetorium or common meeting courtyard, an 

area large enough to hold a Roman cohort of 600 soldiers (one tenth of a 

legion). This may have been right after Herod questioned Jesus (Luke 

23:8-12). Matthew 27:27-31 records what happened: 

 

Then the soldiers of the governor 

took Jesus into the Praetorium and 

gathered the whole Roman cohort 

around Him. And they stripped Him, 

and put a scarlet robe on Him. And 

after weaving a crown of thorns, 

they put it on His head, and a reed 

in His right hand; and they kneeled 

down before Him and mocked Him, 

saying, "Hail, King of the Jews!" 

And they spat on Him, and took the 

reed and began to beat Him on the 

head. And after they had mocked 

Him, they took His robe off and put 

His garments on Him, and led Him 

away to crucify Him. 

 

The sins of the soldiers were obvious – cruelty, meanness, and sacrilege. 

They beat and mocked the Son of God who came to die for the likes of 

them. The blood that ran down Jesus’ brow from the crown of thorns 

they placed on His head was being shed on their behalf and they didn’t 

even care. 
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Jesus was forced to carry His cross 
His body beaten beyond recognition and weak from loss of blood and 

lack of sleep, Jesus was forced to carry His cross to the place of 

execution. The wood rubbed against His battered and torn flesh causing 

even more pain. Finally, when Christ could carry His cross no longer, 

the soldiers forcibly enlisted a bystander, Simon the Cyrene, to help 

Him. The soldiers 

did not enlist 

Simon because 

they wanted to 

show mercy to 

Jesus, they did it 

because they were 

unwilling to help 

a convicted man. 

John 19:17 states, 

“They took Jesus 

therefore, and He 

went out, bearing 

His own cross, to 

the place called 

the Place of a 

Skull, which is 

called in Hebrew, 

Golgotha.”   

 

Matthew 27:32 adds, “And as they were coming out, they found a man of 

Cyrene named Simon, whom they pressed into service to bear His 

cross.”  

 

As Jesus approached the place of crucifixion, His body was nearing 

physical death. Even so, the sinful cruelty of his accusers remained 

undiminished. 
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The crucifixion 
Matthew 27:33-56 records the account of Jesus’ crucifixion. 

 

And when they had come to a place called Golgotha, which means 

Place of a Skull, they gave Him wine to drink mingled with gall; 

and after tasting it, He was unwilling to drink. And when they had 

crucified Him, they divided up His garments among themselves, 

casting lots; and sitting down, they began to keep watch over Him 

there. And they put up above His head the charge against Him 

which read, “THIS IS JESUS THE KING OF THE JEWS.” At that 

time two robbers were crucified with Him, one on the right and 

one on the left. And those passing by were hurling abuse at Him, 

wagging their heads, and saying, “You who are going to destroy 

the temple and rebuild it in three days, save Yourself! If You are 

the Son of God, 

come down from 

the cross.” In 

the same way 

the chief priests 

also, along with 

the scribes and 

elders, were 

mocking Him, 

and saying, “He 

saved others; He 

cannot save 

Himself. He is 

the King of 

Israel; let Him 

now come down 

from the cross, 

and we shall believe in Him. He trusts in God; let Him deliver Him 

now, if He takes pleasure in Him; for He said, ‘I am the Son of 

God.’” And the robbers also who had been crucified with Him 

were casting the same insult at Him. Now from the sixth hour 
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darkness fell upon all the land until the ninth hour. And about the 

ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “ Eli, Eli, 

lama sabachthani?” that is, “My God, My God, why hast Thou 

forsaken Me?”  And some of those who were standing there, when 

they heard it, began saying, “This man is calling for Elijah.”  And 

immediately one of them ran, and taking a sponge, he filled it with 

sour wine, and put it on a reed, and gave Him a drink. But the rest 

of them said, “Let us see whether Elijah will come to save Him.” 

And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice, and yielded up His 

spirit. And behold, the veil of the temple was torn in two from top 

to bottom, and the earth shook; and the rocks were split, and the 

tombs were opened; and many bodies of the saints who had fallen 

asleep were raised; and coming out of the tombs after His 

resurrection they entered the holy city and appeared to many. Now 

the centurion, and those who were with him keeping guard over 

Jesus, when they saw the earthquake and the things that were 

happening, became very frightened and said, “Truly this was the 

Son of God!” 

 

Not only did the soldiers carry out Christ’s crucifixion, they stripped 

Him and gambled for His outer garments as He hung dying on the cross. 

The soldiers had hardened hearts. They were greedy and unfeeling. To 

them, human life was cheap. To Jesus, humans were of infinite value. 

 

In His humanity, Jesus cried out to His Father asking Him why He had 

forsaken Him. The reason, however, was clear – Jesus had to finish what 

He started. He had come to die for the sins of the world in order to make 

a way for people to be saved. 

 

In the midst of hardened soldiers and insulting onlookers, Jesus died and 

yielded up His Spirit to His Father in Heaven. Jesus’ suffering was now 

complete. Amazingly, before He died, Jesus said, “Lord forgive them, 

they don't know what they are doing” (Luke 23:34). 
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Why it is Important 
 

The fact of the resurrection 
When Jesus was crucified on Friday, it looked like Satan had the victory. 

But on Sunday morning an amazing event took place – Jesus rose from 

the dead. Jesus had risen, just as He said He would. Matthew 18:1-10 

records one of the many accounts of Christ’s resurrection, 

 

Now after the 

Sabbath, as it began 

to dawn toward the 

first day of the week, 

Mary Magdalene and 

the other Mary came 

to look at the grave. 

And behold, a severe 

earthquake had 

occurred, for an 

angel of the Lord 

descended from 

heaven and came and 

rolled away the stone 

and sat upon it.  And 

his appearance was 

like lightning, and his 

garment as white as 

snow; and the guards shook for fear of him, and became like dead 

men.  And the angel answered and said to the women, "Do not be 

afraid; for I know that you are looking for Jesus who has been 

crucified. He is not here, for He has risen, just as He said. Come, 

see the place where He was lying. And go quickly and tell His 

disciples that He has risen from the dead; and behold, He is going 

before you into Galilee, there you will see Him; behold, I have told 

you." And they departed quickly from the tomb with fear and great 



   

  

 35 

joy and ran to report it to His disciples. And behold, Jesus met 

them and greeted them. And they came up and took hold of His feet 

and worshiped Him.  Then Jesus said to them, "Do not be afraid; 

go and take word to My brethren to leave for Galilee, and there 

they shall see Me." 

 

Many people have difficulty believing that anyone could rise from the 

dead. But the historic evidence for the resurrection is overwhelming. 

Scholars have said there is more evidence for Jesus rising from the dead 

than for any other event in ancient history. Whole books have been 

written on the subject. Many skeptics trying to disprove or discredit the 

resurrection have themselves become believers.  

 

After rising from the dead, Jesus appeared alive to many people over a 

period of forty days. On one occasion He appeared to a crowd of 500. 

His resurrection caused His followers, who initially fled for their lives, 

to publicly profess their faith in Him. All but one eventually died a 

martyr’s death. 

 

Why Jesus’ suffering and resurrection are important  
Christ’s Passion and subsequent resurrection mean there is hope for life 

beyond the grave – every person who puts his or her faith in Christ can 

be saved.  

 

Jesus loved us so much He died for our sins. And by conquering death, 

He assured us there is a way for each of us to have eternal life with Him 

in heaven. But salvation is not automatic. Each person must respond 

individually by placing his or her faith in Christ. 

 

People don’t get to heaven by being good or by having their good deeds 

outweigh the bad. Ephesians 2:8,9 makes it clear; people are saved by 

God’s grace through faith alone. We are all sinners, and the only way for 

our sins to be forgiven is through faith in Christ. John 3:16-18 states,   
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For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, 

that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal 

life. For God did not send the Son into the world to judge the 

world, but that the world should be saved through Him. He who 

believes in Him is not judged; he who does not believe has been 

judged already, because he has not believed in the name of the 

only begotten Son of God. 

 

If a person simply needs to believe to be saved, it is critical to 

understand what the word believe means. In John 3:16 believe means 

two things. First it means head-belief – believing something 

intellectually. Second it means heart-belief – being wholeheartedly 

committed to it. The difference between these two can be understood 

through the illustration of a footbridge spanning a deep canyon. A 

person could say, “I believe the bridge will hold me.” This is head-

belief. To really believe in the bridge he must actually walk across it. 

Only then has he exercised wholehearted commitment (heart-belief). 

 

Putting ones faith in Christ is more than having head-belief. It is not 

enough to know that Jesus came and died for you on the cross and rose 

from the dead. James 2:19 states, “You believe that God is one. You do 

well; the demons also believe, and shudder.”  The demons have head-

belief in God, but they do not follow Him. On judgment day they will be 

eternally separated from Him in a place of torment the Bible calls Hell. 

 

It is only when a person commits to follow Christ wholeheartedly that he 

truly believes. The good thing is, unlike a footbridge, Jesus will never 

fail. 

 

Receiving Jesus as Lord and Savior 
But how does a person make this commitment to believe wholeheartedly 

in Jesus?  John 1:12 states that it is done by receiving Christ, “But as 

many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of 

God, even to those who believe in His name.” 
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How does a person receive Christ? Romans 10:9-11 states that he does it 

through prayer. 

 

If you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your 

heart that God raised Him from the dead, you shall be saved; for 

with the heart man believes, resulting in righteousness, and with 

the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation. For the Scripture 

says, "Whoever believes in Him will not be disappointed." 

 

Notice what comes out of the mouth must also be in the heart. A person 

confesses with his mouth, but believes in his heart. Notice, too, a person 

must confess Jesus as Lord. He must invite Christ to take control of his 

life by giving Him the freedom to call the shots.  

 

Many people want Jesus to save them, but they do not want Him to be in 

charge. They want to go to heaven, but they don’t want Jesus meddling 

with their bad habits, wrong attitudes, or sinful behavior. But Jesus 

doesn’t just come as Savior, He comes as Lord and Savior!  

 

Think of it this way; if a person wants Jesus as Savior, he may or may 

not want Him as Lord. But if the same person asks Jesus to be his Lord, 

he obviously wants Him as Savior. Someone rightly said, “When a 

person asks Christ to save him, he must also invite Jesus to be his Lord. 

He must turn over the reigns of control of his life to the Master, even 

though he may not fully understand what it all means. He willingly 

needs to say, ‘Jesus, here I am, forgive my sin, and be my Lord. Take 

control of my life, and make me the person You want me to be. I know 

You love and died for me. Based on that love, I know You have my best 

interest at heart. I know I can trust You with my life. I give myself to 

you completely.”  If a person does this from the bottom of his heart, he 

receives salvation! 

 

The following is a simple prayer a person can use to ask Christ into his 

heart to be Lord and Savior. If you have never responded to Christ in 
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this way, you are encouraged to pray the following prayer from the 

bottom of your heart. 

 

Dear Jesus. I need you. I admit I am a sinner and that 

my sin separates me from You. Thank You for dying for 

my sin on the cross and for rising from the dead to 

prove You are God. Thank You for making a way for 

me to go to heaven. I ask You to come into my life 

through the power of the Holy Spirit, to forgive my sin, 

and to make me the person You want me to be.  I give 

myself wholeheartedly to You. Be my Lord and Savior.  

AMEN 

 

If you prayed this prayer and meant it, congratulations! You are now a 

child of God. Your salvation is not based on your own merit, but on 

Christ’s sacrificial death for you.  

 

When you die and stand before God, if He asks you, “Why should you 

be allowed to enter My heaven?” you can say, “I should be allowed to 

enter because I received Jesus as Lord and Savior. It is His sacrifice that 

washes away my sin.” God will then say something like, “Enter My 

child into the joy of your salvation.” 

 

The assurance of salvation 
Another bit of great news is, once a person is truly saved (He sincerely 

invites Christ into his life to be Lord and Savior) he cannot lose his 

salvation. 1 John 5:11-13 states, 

 

And the witness is this, that God has given us eternal life, and this 

life is in His Son. He who has the Son has the life; he who does not 

have the Son of God does not have the life. These things I have 

written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, in order 

that you may know that you have eternal life. 
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Just as a child who is born into a family cannot be unborn, so, too, a 

person born into God’s family cannot be unborn. He is a child of God 

and his salvation is secure! That is not to say he won’t sin. He will, and 

he will need to ask forgiveness when he does, but he won’t lose his 

salvation.   

 

God’s desire for every one of His children is for them to live for Him 

each day, to grow in their faith, and to be good representatives for the 

kingdom of God. They need to learn to live in a way that pleases the 

Lord.  

 

The Christian life is not an easy life. In fact, it is impossible without the 

indwelling power of the Holy Spirit.  But, it is the best life. There will be 

struggles and challenges, but there will also be great joy and blessing.   

 

If a person hopes to live the Christian life he will need to study the Bible 

each day, pray, worship weekly in a good church, and find other 

Christians (perhaps become part of a small group in his local church) 

where he can fellowship and grow in His faith. He will also need to find 

a place of service, and take time to share his faith with non-Christians as 

God gives the opportunity.   

 

Final Thoughts 
Jesus is Lord. As Lord He invites people to respond to Him by asking 

Him to be their personal Lord and Savior. If you have responded to 

Christ in this way, praise God! May you walk with Him each day and 

share the truth of this booklet with others so that they can understand 

Christ’s Passion, and find salvation in Him. 
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Christ’s Passion 
as recorded in the Book of Matthew 

chapter 26 verse 14 through chapter 27 verse 54 

in the New Testament of the Bible 
 

 

Matthew 26 

14  Then one of the twelve, named Judas Iscariot, went to the chief 

priests,  15  and said, "What are you willing to give me to deliver Him 

up to you?" And they weighed out to him thirty pieces of silver.           

16  And from then on he {began} looking for a good opportunity to 

betray Him.  17  Now on the first {day} of Unleavened Bread the 

disciples came to Jesus, saying, "Where do You want us to prepare for 

You to eat the Passover?"  18  And He said, "Go into the city to a certain 

man, and say to him, 'The Teacher says, "My time is at hand; I {am to} 

keep the Passover at your house with My disciples."'"  19  And the 

disciples did as Jesus had directed them; and they prepared the Passover.  

20  Now when evening had come, He was reclining {at the table} with 

the twelve disciples.  21  And as they were eating, He said, "Truly I say 

to you that one of you will betray Me."  22  And being deeply grieved, 

they each one began to say to Him, "Surely not I, Lord?"  23  And He 

answered and said, "He who dipped his hand with Me in the bowl is the 

one who will betray Me.  24  "The Son of Man {is to} go, just as it is 

written of Him; but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is 

betrayed! It would have been good for that man if he had not been born."  

25  And Judas, who was betraying Him, answered and said, "Surely it is 

not I, Rabbi?" He said to him, "You have said {it} yourself."  26  And 

while they were eating, Jesus took {some} bread, and after a blessing, 

He broke {it} and gave {it} to the disciples, and said, "Take, eat; this is 

My body."  27  And when He had taken a cup and given thanks, He gave 

{it} to them, saying, "Drink from it, all of you;  28  for this is My blood 

of the covenant, which is poured out for many for forgiveness of sins.  

29  "But I say to you, I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now 

on until that day when I drink it new with you in My Father's kingdom."  
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30  And after singing a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.    

31  Then Jesus said to them, "You will all fall away because of Me this 

night, for it is written, 'I will strike down the shepherd, and the sheep of 

the flock shall be scattered.'  32  "But after I have been raised, I will go 

before you to Galilee."  33  But Peter answered and said to Him, 

{"Even} though all may fall away because of You, I will never fall 

away."  34  Jesus said to him, "Truly I say to you that this {very} night, 

before a cock crows, you shall deny Me three times."  35  Peter said to 

Him, "Even if I have to die with You, I will not deny You." All the 

disciples said the same thing too.  36  Then Jesus came with them to a 

place called Gethsemane, and said to His disciples, "Sit here while I go 

over there and pray."  37  And He took with Him Peter and the two sons 

of Zebedee, and began to be grieved and distressed.  38  Then He said to 

them, "My soul is deeply grieved, to the point of death; remain here and 

keep watch with Me."  39  And He went a little beyond {them,} and fell 

on His face and prayed, saying, "My Father, if it is possible, let this cup 

pass from Me; yet not as I will, but as Thou wilt."  40  And He came to 

the disciples and found them sleeping, and said to Peter, "So, you {men} 

could not keep watch with Me for one hour?  41  "Keep watching and 

praying, that you may not enter into temptation; the spirit is willing, but 

the flesh is weak."  42  He went away again a second time and prayed, 

saying, "My Father, if this cannot pass away unless I drink it, Thy will 

be done."  43  And again He came and found them sleeping, for their 

eyes were heavy.  44  And He left them again, and went away and 

prayed a third time, saying the same thing once more.  45  Then He 

came to the disciples, and said to them, "Are you still sleeping and 

taking your rest? Behold, the hour is at hand and the Son of Man is 

being betrayed into the hands of sinners.  46  "Arise, let us be going; 

behold, the one who betrays Me is at hand!"  47  And while He was still 

speaking, behold, Judas, one of the twelve, came up, accompanied by a 

great multitude with swords and clubs, from the chief priests and elders 

of the people.  48  Now he who was betraying Him gave them a sign, 

saying, "Whomever I shall kiss, He is the one; seize Him."  49  And 

immediately he went to Jesus and said, "Hail, Rabbi!" and kissed Him.  

50  And Jesus said to him, "Friend, {do} what you have come for." Then 
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they came and laid hands on Jesus and seized Him.  51  And behold, one 

of those who were with Jesus reached and drew out his sword, and 

struck the slave of the high priest, and cut off his ear.  52  Then Jesus 

said to him, "Put your sword back into its place; for all those who take 

up the sword shall perish by the sword.  53  "Or do you think that I 

cannot appeal to My Father, and He will at once put at My disposal more 

than twelve legions of angels?  54  "How then shall the Scriptures be 

fulfilled, that it must happen this way?"  55  At that time Jesus said to 

the multitudes, "Have you come out with swords and clubs to arrest Me 

as against a robber? Every day I used to sit in the temple teaching and 

you did not seize Me.  56  "But all this has taken place that the 

Scriptures of the prophets may be fulfilled." Then all the disciples left 

Him and fled.  57  And those who had seized Jesus led Him away to 

Caiaphas, the high priest, where the scribes and the elders were gathered 

together.  58  But Peter also was following Him at a distance as far as 

the courtyard of the high priest, and entered in, and sat down with the 

officers to see the outcome.  59  Now the chief priests and the whole 

Council kept trying to obtain false testimony against Jesus, in order that 

they might put Him to death;  60  and they did not find {any,} even 

though many false witnesses came forward. But later on two came 

forward,  61  and said, "This man stated, 'I am able to destroy the temple 

of God and to rebuild it in three days.'"  62  And the high priest stood up 

and said to Him, "Do You make no answer? What is it that these men 

are testifying against You?"  63  But Jesus kept silent. And the high 

priest said to Him, "I adjure You by the living God, that You tell us 

whether You are the Christ, the Son of God."  64  Jesus said to him, 

"You have said it {yourself}  nevertheless I tell you, hereafter you shall 

see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of Power, and coming on the 

clouds of heaven."  65  Then the high priest tore his robes, saying, "He 

has blasphemed! What further need do we have of witnesses? Behold, 

you have now heard the blasphemy;  66  what do you think? "They 

answered and said," He is deserving of death! "  67  Then they spat in 

His face and beat Him with their fists; and others slapped Him,  68  and 

said, "Prophesy to us, you Christ; who is the one who hit you?"  69  

Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard, and a certain servant-girl 
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came to him and said, "You too were with Jesus the Galilean."  70  But 

he denied {it} before them all, saying, "I do not know what you are 

talking about."  71  And when he had gone out to the gateway, another 

{servant-girl} saw him and said to those who were there, "This man was 

with Jesus of Nazareth."  72  And again he denied {it} with an oath, "I 

do not know the man."  73  And a little later the bystanders came up and 

said to Peter, "Surely you too are {one} of them; for the way you talk 

gives you away."  74  Then he began to curse and swear, "I do not know 

the man!" And immediately a cock crowed.  75  And Peter remembered 

the word which Jesus had said, "Before a cock crows, you will deny Me 

three times." And he went out and wept bitterly. 

 

Matthew 27 

1  Now when morning had come, all the chief priests and the elders of 

the people took counsel against Jesus to put Him to death;  2  and they 

bound Him, and led Him away, and delivered Him up to Pilate the 

governor.  3  Then when Judas, who had betrayed Him, saw that He had 

been condemned, he felt remorse and returned the thirty pieces of silver 

to the chief priests and elders,  4  saying, "I have sinned by betraying 

innocent blood." But they said, "What is that to us? See {to that} 

yourself!"  5  And he threw the pieces of silver into the sanctuary and 

departed; and he went away and hanged himself.  6  And the chief 

priests took the pieces of silver and said, "It is not lawful to put them 

into the temple treasury, since it is the price of blood."  7  And they 

counseled together and with the money bought the Potter's Field as a 

burial place for strangers.  8  For this reason that field has been called 

the Field of Blood to this day.  9  Then that which was spoken through 

Jeremiah the prophet was fulfilled, saying, "And they took the thirty 

pieces of silver, the price of the one whose price had been set by the 

sons of Israel;  10  and they gave them for the Potter's Field, as the Lord 

directed me."  11  Now Jesus stood before the governor, and the 

governor questioned Him, saying, "Are You the King of the Jews?" And 

Jesus said to him, "{It is as} you say."  12  And while He was being 

accused by the chief priests and elders, He made no answer.  13  Then 

Pilate said to Him, "Do You not hear how many things they testify 
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against You?"  14  And He did not answer him with regard to even a 

{single} charge, so that the governor was quite amazed.  15  Now at 

{the} feast the governor was accustomed to release for the multitude 

{any} one prisoner whom they wanted.  16  And they were holding at 

that time a notorious prisoner, called Barabbas.  17  When therefore they 

were gathered together, Pilate said to them, "Whom do you want me to 

release for you? Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?"  18  For he 

knew that because of envy they had delivered Him up.  19  And while he 

was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent to him, saying, "Have 

nothing to do with that righteous Man; for last night I suffered greatly in 

a dream because of Him."  20  But the chief priests and the elders 

persuaded the multitudes to ask for Barabbas, and to put Jesus to death.  

21  But the governor answered and said to them, "Which of the two do 

you want me to release for you?" And they said, "Barabbas."  22  Pilate 

said to them, "Then what shall I do with Jesus who is called Christ?" 

They all said, "Let Him be crucified!"  23  And he said, "Why, what evil 

has He done?" But they kept shouting all the more, saying, "Let Him be 

crucified!"  24  And when Pilate saw that he was accomplishing nothing, 

but rather that a riot was starting, he took water and washed his hands in 

front of the multitude, saying, "I am innocent of this Man's blood; see 

{to that} yourselves."  25  And all the people answered and said, "His 

blood {be} on us and on our children!"  26  Then he released Barabbas 

for them; but after having Jesus scourged, he delivered Him to be 

crucified.  27  Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the 

Praetorium and gathered the whole {Roman} cohort around Him.  28  

And they stripped Him, and put a scarlet robe on Him.  29  And after 

weaving a crown of thorns, they put it on His head, and a reed in His 

right hand; and they kneeled down before Him and mocked Him, saying, 

"Hail, King of the Jews!"  30  And they spat on Him, and took the reed 

and {began} to beat Him on the head.  31  And after they had mocked 

Him, they took His robe off and put His garments on Him, and led Him 

away to crucify {Him.}  32  And as they were coming out, they found a 

man of Cyrene named Simon, whom they pressed into service to bear 

His cross.  33  And when they had come to a place called Golgotha, 

which means Place of a Skull,  34  they gave Him wine to drink mingled 
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with gall; and after tasting {it,} He was unwilling to drink.  35  And 

when they had crucified Him, they divided up His garments among 

themselves, casting lots;  36  and sitting down, they {began} to keep 

watch over Him there.  37  And they put up above His head the charge 

against Him which read, "THIS IS JESUS THE KING OF THE JEWS."  

38  At that time two robbers were crucified with Him, one on the right 

and one on the left.  39  And those passing by were hurling abuse at 

Him, wagging their heads,  40  and saying, "You who {are going to} 

destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days, save Yourself! If You are 

the Son of God, come down from the cross."  41  In the same way the 

chief priests also, along with the scribes and elders, were mocking 

{Him,} and saying,  42  "He saved others; He cannot save Himself. He 

is the King of Israel; let Him now come down from the cross, and we 

shall believe in Him.  43  "He trusts in God; let Him deliver {Him} now, 

if He takes pleasure in Him; for He said, 'I am the Son of God.'"  44  

And the robbers also who had been crucified with Him were casting the 

same insult at Him.  45  Now from the sixth hour darkness fell upon all 

the land until the ninth hour.  46  And about the ninth hour Jesus cried 

out with a loud voice, saying," Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? "that is," My 

God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?"  47  And some of those 

who were standing there, when they heard it, {began} saying, "This man 

is calling for Elijah."  48  And immediately one of them ran, and taking 

a sponge, he filled it with sour wine, and put it on a reed, and gave Him 

a drink.  49  But the rest {of them} said, "Let us see whether Elijah will 

come to save Him."  50  And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice, 

and yielded up {His} spirit.  51  And behold, the veil of the temple was 

torn in two from top to bottom, and the earth shook; and the rocks were 

split,  52  and the tombs were opened; and many bodies of the saints 

who had fallen asleep were raised;  53  and coming out of the tombs 

after His resurrection they entered the holy city and appeared to many.  

54  Now the centurion, and those who were with him keeping guard over 

Jesus, when they saw the earthquake and the things that were happening, 

became very frightened and said, "Truly this was the Son of God!" 

 

(New American Standard Version of the Bible) 
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Important note  
Other accounts of Christ’s Passion are also found in the Bible in 

Mark 14:12-41, Luke 22:1-23:49, and John 13:1-19:30. Each 

account adds some different or expanded details. When all the 

accounts are taken together they give the overall picture of what 

happened to Jesus as He suffered and died for the sins of the 

world. 
 

  

 

Questions to think about 

 

1. How has this book helped you better understand Christ’s Passion? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Have you invited Jesus Christ into your life to be your Lord and 

Savior? If not, why not?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Are there any questions about Christianity you still need 

answered? If so, write them in the space below and find someone 

who can help get them answered. 
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