
 

Christmas – The World’s Greatest Love Story 

 

Nearly everyone enjoys a good love story, and there 

is no greater love story than the story of Christmas. 

 

 
It all began in a beautiful garden                         

many, many years ago… 
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        Author’s Note 
 

At a family Christmas gathering the 

host said, “As part of the festivities 

let’s read the Christmas story.”  

Someone chimed in, “Twas the 

night before Christmas when all 

through the house, not a creature 

was stirring, not even a mouse…”  

 

Smiling, the host gently interrupted 

and said, “The Christmas story to 

which I was referring is the real 

Christmas story…” He then invited everyone to sit down as 

he opened his Bible and began to read the account of 

Joseph, Mary, and the baby Jesus... 

 

Unfortunately, reading the story of the first Christmas 

doesn’t give the complete picture. To really understand 

Christmas, it is essential to understand why it was 

necessary in the first place. It is equally important to 

understand how the story is incomplete without the     

events of Easter. 

 

It is thus the purpose of this small book to tell the story of 

Christmas from beginning to end in simple terms. It is an 

amazing story of love – God’s love – for the most unique 

creatures ever to walk the face of the earth – humans. 

 

May the story warm your heart.                 CRL 
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Chapter 1  
 

Love’s Provision - The Beautiful Garden  
 

When people love each other, they desire to give each other the 

very best…  

 

Along the Hudson River across from West Point, New York, the 

scenery is breathtaking. Deciduous trees cover the rolling hills like 

a green carpet in summer and become a painted canvas splashed 

with yellows, oranges, and reds during the fall.  

 

In the distance, in the endless sea of trees, there used to be a huge 

unfinished building that was a man’s dream. He planned to build a 

castle for the woman he loved. He wanted to provide her the very 

best of everything. Unfortunately their relationship ended before 

the mansion was finished, and the work was halted. For many 

years the unfinished house stood as a testimony to love and the 

heartbreak that love sometimes brings. 

 

When God created the first human, Adam, 

God showed him His love by placing him in 

a beautiful garden. God wanted Adam to 

have the best of everything. Genesis 2:7,8 

states, 

  

“Then the Lord God formed man of 

dust from the ground, and breathed 

into his nostrils the breath of life; and 

man became a living being. And the 

Lord God planted a garden toward the 

east, in Eden; and there He placed the 

man whom He had formed.”  
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Soon after creating the first man, God created the first woman, and 

she and the man lived together in the garden God made for them. 

Undoubtedly, the garden was beyond compare. Among its lush 

vegetation stood trees full of scrumptious fruit – all ripe and ready 

to eat. There was also plenty of water. A river ran out of the area 

and branched into four other rivers. This probably meant the 

garden was rather large. It wasn’t the typical backyard garden but 

extended over a wide area. 

 

Life was good, and God’s provision for mankind was glorious. 

Because He loved them, He provided everything they needed. 
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Chapter 2  

 

Love’s Hope - Faithfulness  
 

Everyone who enters a loving relationship hopes the one he or she 

loves will remain faithful. 

 

Few sights are more beautiful than an older couple where husband 

and wife have remained faithful to each other through the years. 

Recently while shopping in a mall with my wife, I saw an elderly 

couple walking arm in arm. They weren’t moving quickly, but they 

didn’t seem to care. The joy of being together was obvious in their 

eyes.  

 

I even observed from a distance one of their verbal exchanges. 

Although I couldn’t hear the words, their expressions and smiles 

spoke of long-standing love and consideration. Knowing several 

couples who have celebrated 50 years of marriage, I couldn’t help 

wonder if this was another couple going the distance. It was a 

delight to see such old, yet fresh love. 

 

When God created Adam and Eve, He not 

only hoped they would be faithful to each 

other; He hoped they would be faithful to 

Him.  

 

In order to have a meaningful relationship 

with them, God gave Adam and Eve the 

ability to make moral choices. He did not 

want them to respond to Him like robots. He 

wanted them to choose to follow His ways 

because they loved and trusted Him. 
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As their Creator, God knew what was best for the couple. He knew 

the dangers lurking in the Garden.  

 

In order to protect Adam and Eve, God gave them explicit 

instructions. They were permitted to eat of the fruit of any tree in 

the garden except the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. They 

could show their love and devotion to God by obeying this one 

simple command. 

 

Although we don’t know much about the forbidden fruit, God 

placed it in the garden to allow Adam and Eve free choice, and to 

help them learn the importance of obedience. The couple needed to 

trust God and believe He had their best interest at heart. Indeed, 

God did.  

 

Life in the garden was wonderful; plenty of food and water, 

beautiful scenery, and a loving companion to share it with.  

 

The question remained, “Would Adam and Eve remain faithful?”  
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Chapter 3 

 
Love’s Heartbreak – Bad Choices  
 

Bad choices can bring heartbreak to any relationship. 

 

Heather and Steve had been married for fourteen years. Although 

their marriage was good, Steve became attracted to a woman at a 

local health club. She made him feel young again. Before long 

Steve found himself frequenting the club when the woman was 

there. They spent time together talking and laughing. In his heart 

Steve knew what he was doing was wrong, but he also felt the 

relationship was relatively harmless.  

 

Steve didn’t bother telling the woman that he was married, and she 

never asked. Within a few months Steve was having dinner and 

going on secret rendezvous with the woman in a nearby town. He 

told his wife he was meeting with clients.  

 

One thing led to another, and the woman soon announced to Steve 

she was pregnant with his child. Steve suggested an abortion and 

the woman agreed. In her fragile emotional state the woman called 

Steve’s home. Heather answered the phone and soon put two and 

two together. Steve’s bad choices devastated their marriage 

causing untold heartbreak.  

 

As the all-wise heavenly Father, God wanted Adam and Eve to 

avoid the pain of bad choices. He hoped they would listen to Him 

and not eat the forbidden fruit.  

 

Just as evil lurks in the world today, so it was in the Garden of 

Eden. It came in the form of Satan, who appeared to Eve as a 

serpent.  
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Satan had once served as one of God’s most important angels, but 

rebelled against God and was cast out of heaven to the earth along 

with other rebellious angels. It was now Satan’s desire to harm 

those whom God loved most – the humans God created. 

 

In order to get Eve to eat the forbidden fruit, Satan placed doubt 

and confusion in her mind regarding God’s instructions. Satan 

said, “Indeed, has God said, ‘You shall not eat from any tree of the 

garden?”  (Gen 3:1) 

 

Eve then clarified what God said, “From the fruit of the trees of 

the garden we may eat; but from the fruit of the tree which is in the 

middle of the garden, God has said, ‘You shall not eat from it or 

touch it, or you will die.’” (Gen 3:2,3) 

 

It was clear that Eve fully understood God’s command.  

 

In an attempt to undermine God’s authority, Satan brought into 

question God’s character and motives, “You surely will not die! 

For God knows that in the day you eat from it your eyes will be 

opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” (Gen 

3:4,5) 

 

At this point, rather than 

believing God and trusting 

His instructions, Eve 

succumbed to Satan’s 

temptation. Genesis 3:6 

records her bad choice and 

the subsequent poor choice 

of her husband, “When the 

woman saw that the tree 

was good for food, and that 

it was a delight to the eyes, 
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and that the tree was desirable to make one wise, she took from its 

fruit and ate; and she gave also to her husband with her, and he 

ate.”  

 

Unbeknownst to Eve, Satan had attacked her in three areas. It is the 

same way he attacks people today: 

 

- the lust of the flesh 

- the lust of the eye 

- the pride of life 

 

The lust of the flesh has to do with fleshly desires. Eve became 

convinced that the tree was good for food. She wanted to taste it 

even though she had been forbidden to do so. 

 

The lust of the eye means wrongfully desiring to possess certain 

things one sees – someone else’s home, car, or money. Eve saw the 

forbidden fruit was a delight to her eyes. She not only wanted to 

taste it, she wanted to own it. 

 

The pride of life means thinking it is not essential to do what God 

says. In essence it is becoming ones own god. Eve became 

convinced that God was trying to withhold something from her that 

she rightfully should have. In her mind the tree was desirable to 

make her wise, and she wanted that wisdom for herself.  

 

Satan convinced Eve that God had given her and her husband a 

raw deal. Eve began to question God’s love and motives and felt 

the need to take matters into her own hands.  

 

When Eve ate of the fruit, she disobeyed God and stepped outside 

His protective will. Indeed; God was not keeping something good 

from Adam and Eve, He was simply protecting them. He had given 

them all good things to enjoy because He loved them. They had no 

need for the forbidden fruit.  
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Eve and Adam soon discovered their huge mistake. What they 

thought would bring more happiness and fulfillment, only brought 

unnecessary pain and suffering. 
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Chapter 4 

 
Love’s Brokenness – Painful Consequences 

 

Wrong choices often bring painful consequences. 

 

Jessie’s parents told him repeatedly not to play with matches, but 

seven-year-old Jessie wouldn’t listen. To him, fire held a special 

fascination.  

 

One day Jessie stuffed one end of a rag into the mower’s gas tank 

and lit the other end to see what would happen. He expected the 

mower to take off like a rocket. Instead, the mower’s gas tank 

exploded leaving Jessie’ hands and face severely burned.  

 

After several surgeries and extensive treatment, Jessie’s face still 

showed signs of severe scarring. He learned the devastating 

consequences that even one bad choice can bring. He also learned 

his parents’ instructions were not designed to spoil his fun, but to 

keep him safe.  

 

As the loving Heavenly 

Father, God tried to protect 

Adam and Eve. But they, 

too, did not heed His 

warning. Instead they ate the 

forbidden fruit and brought 

severe, negative 

consequences upon 

themselves. Their sin caused 

them to be separated from 

God. Their relationship with 

Him was broken.  
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When God created the first humans, He designed them with 

physical bodies and non-material spirits with the capacity to live 

forever on the earth in perfect fellowship with Him. Whether or not 

Adam and Eve actually lived forever depended on their choices. 

 

God told Adam and Eve if they ate of the fruit they would die. 

When the couple ate, they began to die physically; their bodies 

started aging. Their days on earth became numbered. They also 

died spiritually; their spirits were separated from God.  

 

The distinction between physical and spiritual death is important. 

Physical death may be defined as the separation of the spirit from 

the body at the moment a person’s bodily systems shut down. In 

other words, when the body dies, the spirit exits. Spiritual death, 

on the other hand, is the separation of a person’s spirit from God. It 

is possible for a person to be physically alive and spiritually dead. 

This was the case with Adam and Eve - even though their bodies 

had not yet experienced final physical death, their spirits were 

separated from God.  

 

In the Old Testament, the prophet Isaiah addressed this separation, 

“But your iniquities have made a separation between you and your 

God...” (Isaiah 59:2). Adam and Eve’s sin caused a change in their 

relationship with God. Rather than looking forward to 

fellowshipping with Him, they hid themselves when they heard 

God walking in the garden. Something had changed. Genesis 3:8-

13 states,  

 

And they (Adam and Eve) heard the sound of the LORD God 

walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man and 

his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God 

among the trees of the garden. Then the LORD God called to 

the man, and said to him, "Where are you?"  And he said, "I 

heard the sound of Thee in the garden, and I was afraid 
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because I was naked; so I hid myself." And He said, "Who 

told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree 

of which I commanded you not to eat?"  And the man said, 

"The woman whom Thou gavest {to be} with me, she gave me 

from the tree, and I ate." Then the LORD God said to the 

woman, "What is this you have done?" And the woman said, 

"The serpent deceived me, and I ate." 

 

Notice how Adam and Eve blamed someone else for their 

disobedience. Adam blamed Eve, and Eve blamed the serpent. 

Today, people often do the same thing. Rather than admitting their 

own mistakes, they pass the buck and say it was somebody else’s 

fault. 

 

Just as Adam and Eve’s sin separated them from God, sin still 

separates people from God today.  

 

To sin means to miss the mark. Picture a 

target. Rather than hitting the bull’s-eye 

with our thoughts, words, and actions 

(the arrows of life), people fall short of 

God’s best. They often think, say and do 

things that dishonor God. Each of us has 

missed the mark to a greater or lesser 

degree. This makes us all guilty.  

 

The Bible states, “For all have sinned 

and fall short of the glory of God” 

(Romans 3:23). This doesn’t mean we 

are murderers, rapists, or adulterers; it simply means every person 

has missed God’s mark in some way. If we are honest with 

ourselves, we would admit we have committed many sins and fall 

short of perfection. 
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The fact is, even one sin makes a person guilty before a holy, 

perfect God. James 2:10 states, “For whoever keeps the whole law 

and yet stumbles in one point, he has become guilty of all.” In 

addition, we are not sinners because we miss the mark; we miss the 

mark because we are sinners. The sin-nature has been passed to 

each of us through the generations since the time of Adam and 

Eve. People’s sin-nature is really quite obvious. For example, think 

of parents training young children. Parents often spend much time 

correcting their children’s behavior because bad behavior seems to 

come quite naturally to a child. Children have to be taught to share 

their toys and to be nice to their little brother or sister. 

 

Just like a dirty scalpel is unacceptable in a sterile operating room; 

so, too, sin is not acceptable in God’s presence. That’s why God 

cast Satan out of heaven.  

 

Romans 6:23 reveals the sad consequences of sin, “For the wages 

of sin is death…” Just like men are paid a wage for work, God 

pays a wage for sin; death – separation from Him.  

 

The Bible goes on to say, “… it is appointed for men to die once 

and after this comes judgment” (Hebrews 9:27). All people will 

die physically and then be judged. As unpleasant as it seems, each 

person has an appointment with death. God knows the exact day, 

hour and second we will take our last breath.  

 

There is good news, however. As long as a person is alive, he has 

the opportunity to have his sins forgiven. However, if he dies 

physically before his sins are forgiven, he will be eternally 

separated from God. 

 

Even though Adam and Eve were separated from God, God still 

loved them. They were His finest creation, and He was about to 

reveal a plan to bring them back into a right relationship with Him. 
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Chapter 5 

 
 Love’s Plan – Redemption 

 

To redeem means to buy back. 

 

It was a hot day as Jimmy rode his bike to Eric’s house. When he 

arrived, the two young boys went for a ride to an old orchard on 

the outskirts of town. To the boys, the orchard served as a huge 

racetrack with a bumpy dirt road around the perimeter. The road 

had some steep downhill stretches where the boys got their bikes 

up to full speed and felt like they were flying! Occasionally they 

wiped out, but the powdery dirt usually kept them from getting 

hurt.   

 

After riding for an hour, Eric said 

to his friend, “I’m thirsty.” 

Jimmy agreed; he was thirsty, 

too. Unfortunately, both boys 

forgot to bring along any water. 

As they stood over their bikes 

thinking about water, Jimmy had 

a stroke of genius, “Hey, Eric, I 

think I saw some empty coke 

bottles along the road over by the 

walnut trees.”  

 

The boys jumped on their bikes and went to investigate. Sure 

enough, some orchard workers had left several empty bottles in a 

plastic bag under a tree. On the side of each bottle were the magic 

words, “Redemption Value 5 Cents.” The boys grabbed the bag, 

jumped back on their bikes, and rode to the local store. At the store 

they presented the bottles to the cashier, who redeemed the bottles 
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for five cents each. With the money, the boys bought one large ice-

cold drink. Outside the store they high-fived each other as they 

shared the soda. To them, redemption was a good thing.  

 

Why was the store willing to pay the boys for the bottles? The 

bottles had value! They could be recycled. It was financially 

prudent to buy back the bottles rather than throw them away and 

make new ones. 

 

When Adam and Eve sinned, God desired to redeem them. Rather 

than see them eternally separated from Him, God announced a plan 

to restore their relationship. The plan wouldn’t be easy because 

God’s holy character demanded a penalty be paid for sin. And 

being sinful creatures, Adam and Eve couldn’t pay the price to 

redeem themselves. Only God could do that. God decided to pay 

the price by sending His sinless Son to earth to die for the sins of 

the world. 

 

In the Garden of Eden, God revealed His plan of redemption when 

He addressed Satan (who was in the form of a serpent), 

 

And the LORD God said to the serpent, "Because you have 

done this (tempted Adam and Eve and influenced them to fall 

into sin), cursed are you more than all cattle, and more than 

every beast of the field; On your belly shall you go, and dust 

shall you eat all the days of your life; And I will put enmity 

between you and the woman, and between your seed and her 

seed; He shall bruise you on the head, and you shall bruise 

him on the heel." (Genesis 3:14-15) 

 

God said there would be enmity (hatred) between the woman and 

Satan. God would subsequently send someone who would receive 

a bruised heel, but in the process would bruise (crush) Satan’s 

head. This prophecy refers to the promised Savior (Jesus) who 
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came to destroy the power of Satan even though it seemed Satan 

had the victory. A bruised heel is not fatal, but a crushed head is!   

 

From that first prophecy, God made it clear He intended to send a 

Savior who would break the curse of sin on the human race and 

buy them back. This is precisely what God did. 

 

In the meantime, Adam and Eve would live in a fallen world 

affected by sin. They would also live with the consequences God 

placed on them for their disobedience. Genesis 3:16-19 records 

these consequences, 

 

To the woman He (God) said, "I will greatly multiply your 

pain in childbirth, in pain you shall bring forth children; yet 

your desire shall be for your husband, and he shall rule over 

you."  Then to Adam He said, "Because you have listened to 

the voice of your wife, and have eaten from the tree about 

which I commanded you, saying, 'You shall not eat from it'; 

cursed is the ground because of you; in toil you shall eat of it 

all the days of your life.  Both thorns and thistles it shall 

grow for you; and you shall eat the plants of the field; By the 

sweat of your face you shall eat bread, till you return to the 

ground, because from it you were taken; for you are dust, 

and to dust you shall return." 
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Chapter 6 

 
Love’s Fulfillment – A Child is Born 

 

Good things take time. 

 

When Jeff and Joan Harris decided to build a new house, everyone 

in the family was excited. The children even shared their ideas – as 

a minimum, the kids wanted their own bedrooms, a large family 

room, and a big backyard.  

 

Designing their own home was a dream come true for the Harris 

family. They met with the architect several times, making minor 

changes along the way. When the plans were finally completed, 

Jeff and Joan looked at each other with great satisfaction.  

 

But even with plans in hand, it was still more than a year before 

the Harris’ moved in. Many other details had to be worked out – 

finding the right building contractor, hiring sub-contractors, 

ordering materials, dealing with construction delays, and handling 

unexpected difficulties. Finally, the house was finished.  

 

It was a great day when the Harris family walked through the front 

door of their completed home. The home had that crisp, clean look 

with new windows, doors, and hardwood floors. It even smelled 

fresh. The home was their masterpiece and served them well for 

many years. 

 

God understands that some things are worth waiting for – like the 

Harris family home. 

 

Even though God revealed His plan of redemption in the Garden of 

Eden, it would be many, many years before the plan came to 
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fruition. In the meantime, God revealed more and more details 

about the plan through the prophets of the Old Testament. Whole 

chapters of the Bible, like Isaiah 53 and Psalm 22, were devoted to 

revealing this truth. Some of the more specific prophecies were:   

 

The Savior would be born in Bethlehem – Micah 5:2 

He would be born of a virgin – Isaiah 7:14 

He would take the world’s sins upon Himself – Isaiah 53:4-6,11-12 

 

Indeed, God fulfilled these and scores of other prophecies about 

the Messiah. They were fulfilled through the life of Jesus Christ. 

Jesus came as the Messiah, the Savior, known as Immanuel 

meaning “God with us.” 

 

The New Testament book of 

Galatians states,  

 

But when the fulness of the time 

came, God sent forth His Son, 

born of a woman, born under the 

Law, in order that He might 

redeem those who were under the 

Law, that we might receive the 

adoption as sons. (Gal 4:4-5) 

 

When the right time came, God 

sent His Son, Jesus, into the world 

to redeem mankind. Jesus was 

born to a woman named Mary 

who was engaged to Joseph. The 

book of Matthew tells their story,  

 

Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows. When His 

mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came 

together she was found to be with child by the Holy Spirit. 
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And Joseph her husband, being a righteous man, and not 

wanting to disgrace her, desired to put her away secretly. But 

when he had considered this, behold, an angel of the Lord 

appeared to him in a dream, saying, "Joseph, son of David, 

do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife; for that which has 

been conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. And she will bear 

a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for it is He who 

will save His people from their sins." Now all this took place 

that what was spoken by the Lord through the prophet might 

be fulfilled, saying, "Behold, the virgin shall be with child, 

and shall bear a Son, and they shall call His name 

Immanuel," which translated means, "God with us." And 

Joseph arose from his sleep, and did as the angel of the Lord 

commanded him, and took {her} as his wife, and kept her a 

virgin until she gave birth to a Son; and he called His name 

Jesus. (Matt 1:18-25) 

 

Notice that God revealed to Joseph why Jesus would come into the 

world – to save people from their sins. Jesus was the fulfillment of 

God’s loving plan to bring mankind back into right relationship 

with Him.  

 

Jesus was not born as Joseph’s biological son. In order to be 

without sin, Jesus could not have an earthly father. Instead, God 

caused Mary to become pregnant through the power of the Holy 

Spirit. Joseph, however, took Mary as his wife and kept her a 

virgin until she gave birth to the Son of God. 

 

After Jesus was born, the question still remained, “How would He 

save mankind from sin?” 
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Chapter 7 

 
Love’s Sacrifice – The Rugged Cross 

 

Love is willing to make the ultimate sacrifice. 

 

In a Mission Hospital in a third world country, the doctor met with 

a woman who needed a unit of blood in order to survive. The 

woman had a rare blood type, and the only immediate donor was 

her teenage daughter. The girl was brought in and told that her 

blood was needed to save her mother. Without hesitation she 

agreed to be the donor.  

 

While lying on the table, the girl struggled to hold 

back tears. The nurse asked her if she was in pain. 

The girl said, “No.” The nurse then asked if she was 

afraid. Again the girl said, “No.” Upon further 

inquiry, the nurse discovered the girl thought she 

was going to die. The girl informed the nurse she 

was ready to die if that was what it took to save her 

mother. The nurse realized the girl’s confusion. In 

the translation exchange between a foreign hospital 

worker and the girl, the girl thought she had to give 

all of her blood to save her mother.  The nurse 

quickly corrected the misunderstanding and assured 

the girl she would live. The girl’s expression changed from tears of 

sadness to tears of joy.  

 

The mission nurse told the story to the doctor. Both the doctor and 

nurse were amazed at the love the young girl had for her mom. She 

was ready to give her life to save her mother. 
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In Jesus’ case, it wasn’t enough for Him to be born that first 

Christmas morning. He came with the express purpose of dying for 

the sins of the world.  

 

After the time of Adam and Eve, God set up a system of sacrifices 

and offerings to deal with sin. The system involved people 

bringing various animals and crops to the temple to be sacrificed or 

offered on the altar. These didn’t completely eliminate the guilt 

caused by sin but simply covered it until the Messiah came and 

wiped it away once and for all. In the New Testament, 1 Peter 3:18 

states,  

 

For Christ also died for sins once for all, the just for the 

unjust, in order that He might bring us to God, having been 

put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit. 

 

Jesus came to die for sins. He was the Just One (the righteous one) 

who died for the unjust ones (sinful humans), in order to bring 

them to God.  

 

After being born that first Christmas morning, Jesus grew and 

became a man. At age thirty, He began His public ministry and 

gathered together twelve disciples whom He trained. 

 

On several occasions Jesus told His disciples He had come to die. 

Matthew 16:21 states, “From that time Jesus Christ began to show 

His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, and suffer many things 

from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed…” 

 

Matthew 17:22,23 states, “And while they were gathering together 

in Galilee, Jesus said to them, ‘The Son of Man is going to be 

delivered into the hands of men; and they will kill Him…’  And 

they were deeply grieved.” 
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After a fruitful ministry full of miracles and wonderful teaching, it 

was time for Jesus to die. He was only thirty three years old. 

 

The night before His death, Jesus took His disciples to a garden 

and left them there while He went off a short distance to pray. He 

knew His time had come. In His humanity, He knew the pain that 

lay ahead, but in His Deity (He was God’s Son), Jesus was willing 

to go to the cross to die for the sins of the world. Matthew 26:39 

records the dilemma, 

 

And He (Jesus) went a little beyond them (His disciples), and 

fell on His face and prayed, saying, "My Father, if it is 

possible, let this cup pass from Me; yet not as I will, but as 

Thou wilt." (Matthew 26:39) 

 

The cup to which Jesus referred 

was the cup of sacrifice, His own 

death on the cross. 

 

The next day after several unjust 

trials in which the Jewish leaders 

falsely accused Jesus of various 

crimes, Jesus was led off to a 

lonely hill to be crucified. In 

fulfillment of prophecy, He was 

killed by the very people He came 

to save. As Jesus died on a 

wooden cross like a convicted 

criminal, He prayed to His Father 

in heaven and said, “Lord forgive 

them, they don’t know what they 

are doing” (Luke 23:34). 

 

God’s incredible love caused Him to sacrifice His own Son in 

order to redeem His finest creation, human beings. 
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Chapter 8  

 

Love’s Victory – An Empty Grave 

 

It is noteworthy that the plot of many movies is “good against 

evil” with good triumphing in the end. In the middle of the movie, 

evil often has the upper hand; but before the final credits roll, good 

wins out. 

 

Rarely has anyone made a movie in which evil triumphs. That 

would go against the human spirit. It would dash people’s hopes. 

There is something in all of us that screams for ultimate justice – 

for right to prevail over wrong, for good to triumph. Where did this 

inner value come from? It came from God. He put it in the heart of 

every human. 

 

In the real world, even though people hope for happy endings, 

those endings often don’t materialize. People die of cancer. Others 

are injured in car wrecks or maimed in war. Still others suffer the 

devastating results of child abuse or divorce. Many people ask, “If 

there is a God, why would He allow such tragedy? Where is His 

love when people really need it?” 

 

The truth is, we live in a fallen world where sin and death happen. 

But the good news is, Jesus overcame the world. In John 16:33 He  

said, “In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have 

overcome the world.” Jesus overcame the world when He 

conquered death that first Easter morning. 

 

When Jesus was crucified, it looked like Satan had the victory. But 

three days later on Easter morning an amazing event took place –  

Jesus rose from the dead. Matthew 18:1-10 records one of the 

many accounts of Jesus’ resurrection, 



 29 

 

Now after the Sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the first 

{day} of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary 

came to look at the grave. And behold, a severe earthquake 

had occurred, for an angel of the Lord descended from 

heaven and came and rolled away the stone and sat upon it.  

And his appearance was like lightning, and his garment as 

white as snow; and the guards shook for fear of him, and 

became like dead men.  

And the angel 

answered and said to 

the women, "Do not be 

afraid; for I know that 

you are looking for 

Jesus who has been 

crucified. He is not 

here, for He has risen, 

just as He said. Come, 

see the place where He 

was lying. And go 

quickly and tell His 

disciples that He has 

risen from the dead; 

and behold, He is 

going before you into Galilee, there you will see Him; 

behold, I have told you." And they departed quickly from the 

tomb with fear and great joy and ran to report it to His 

disciples. And behold, Jesus met them and greeted them. And 

they came up and took hold of His feet and worshiped Him.  

Then Jesus said to them, "Do not be afraid; go and take word 

to My brethren to leave for Galilee, and there they shall see 

Me." 

 

Many people have difficulty believing that anyone could rise from 

the dead. But the historic evidence for the resurrection is 
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overwhelming. Scholars have said there is more evidence for Jesus 

rising from the dead than for any other event in ancient history. 

Whole books have been written on the subject. Many skeptics 

trying to disprove or discredit the resurrection have themselves 

become believers.  

 

After rising from the dead Jesus appeared alive to many people 

over a period of forty days. On one occasion He appeared to a 

crowd of 500. His resurrection caused His followers, who initially 

fled for their lives, to publicly profess their faith in Him. 

 

Some people ask, “How is the resurrection of Jesus part of the 

incredible love story of Christmas?” The answer is simple. It is the 

completion of the story. Christmas is Jesus’ coming to earth with 

the express purpose of saving people from sin. Easter is His death 

and subsequent resurrection that fulfills that purpose. 

 

 Jesus loved us so much that He died for us. And in conquering 

death, He made a way for us to have eternal life. Now that’s a 

Christmas present! 
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Chapter 9 

 
Love’s Invitation – To Receive the Gift 
 

Even though it is more blessed to give than to receive, nearly 

everyone enjoys receiving special gifts, especially from those they 

love.  

 

It was Christmas time and finances were tight for the Friesen 

family. The parents told their children that instead of buying gifts 

for each other, everyone was encouraged to make a gift using 

materials already around the house. The gifts didn’t need to be 

elaborate; they just needed to be from the heart. At first the 

children complained, but then they realized the fun they could have 

making their special creations.  

 

When Christmas arrived, there were 

fewer presents than normal under the 

tree, but everyone was excited. The 

room was filled with “oohs” and “aahs” 

as gifts were opened and “thank yous” 

given. Mr. Friesen was especially 

touched. His young daughter gave him a small frame made of 

popsicle sticks with a picture of the two of them inside. Mr. 

Friesen’s son gave him a painted picture that included various 

items representing the activities the two of them did together. 

 

Many years have come and gone in the Friesen house since that 

Christmas. The children are grown and gone, and finances are no 

longer tight. But the Christmas that stands out in Mr. Friesen’s 

mind as the most special is the one when those heartfelt gifts were 

given – gifts that he gladly received.  
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There is no one who loves each of us more than God, and there 

was never a more heartfelt gift than the gift of His Son, Jesus. The 

Bible captures the magnitude of this gift when it states, “For God 

so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that 

whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life” 

(John 3:16).  

 

Like with any gift, God’s gift must be received. John 1:12 states, 

“But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to 

become children of God, even to those who believe in His name.”  

If we want to be back in a right relationship with God, we must 

receive His most precious gift. By receiving God’s gift, a person 

not only obtains eternal life with God but also becomes one of 

God’s children. 

 

How does a person receive the gift? He does so by believing. 

Again notice John 3:16, “Whoever believes in Him should not 

perish, but have eternal life.” Also notice how John 1:12 equates 

receiving with believing, “But as many as received Him, to them 

He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who 

believe in His name.” 

 

The question arises, what does it mean to believe? There are two 

kinds of belief in God. One is head-belief and one is heart-belief. 

Head-belief means to believe something intellectually. Heart-belief 

means to be wholeheartedly committed to it. The difference 

between these two can be seen in the illustration of a footbridge 

spanning a deep canyon. A person could say, “I believe the bridge 

will hold me.” This is head-belief. But the person will never know 

if the bridge will hold him until he gets on it and tries it. Only then 

has he exercised heart-belief.  

 

Putting one’s faith in Christ is more than head-belief. Anyone can 

say, “I believe Jesus can save me from my sin.” Believing 
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intellectually won’t save anyone. On the other hand, placing one’s 

wholehearted trust in Christ leads to salvation.  

 

Romans 10:9 states, “If you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord 

and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you 

shall be saved.” Notice that what comes out of the mouth also 

must be in the heart. A person confesses with his mouth, but 

believes in his heart. Notice too, that a person must confess Jesus 

as Lord. This means to invite Christ to take control of ones life by 

giving Him the freedom to call the shots. It means surrendering 

ones will and life to Him. 

 

Many people want Jesus to save them but do not want Him to be in 

charge of their lives. They want to know they are going to heaven 

but don’t want Jesus meddling with their bad habits, wrong 

attitudes, or sinful behavior.  

 

But Jesus doesn’t just come as Savior; He comes as Lord and 

Savior. Think of it this way; if a person wants Jesus as Savior, he 

may or may not want Him as Lord. But if the same person asks 

Jesus to be his Lord, he obviously wants Him as Savior. Someone 

rightly said, “When a person asks Christ to save him, he must also 

invite Jesus to be his Lord. He must turn over the reigns of control 

to Him, even though he may not fully understand all of the 

ramifications. He needs to willingly say, “Jesus, here I am, forgive 

my sin, and be my Lord. Take control of my life, and make me the 

person You want me to be.” If a person does this from the bottom 

of his heart, he will be saved! 

 

The good news is that God is not a celestial scrooge waiting for 

people to commit themselves to Him so He can make them 

miserable. Instead, because of His amazing love, God is waiting 

for people to ask Him to be their Lord so He can pour out more 

and more of His incredible blessings. 
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Chapter 10 

 
Love’s Choice – Will You Believe? 

 

True love allows others to choose. 

 

Jeff had dated Sandra for some time. In his heart he felt she was 

“the one.” Jeff and Sandra’s relationship took a turn for the worse 

when Sandra announced to Jeff at a park that she felt they should 

have the freedom to see other people. 

 

In his disappointment, Jeff knew he 

had a decision to make. He could 

try to convince Sandra to stay, or he 

could graciously let her go. 

Although he loved her immensely 

and desired to marry her, he knew 

that pressing the issue would only 

drive her away. Rather than 

pleading with Sandra, or laying a guilt trip on her about all the time 

he had invested in their relationship, Jeff simply said, “Sandra, I 

want what’s best for you. If what’s best is for you to see someone 

else, then that’s what I want, too. Although I love you, I won’t 

pursue you. But if you change your mind, you’re welcome to let 

me know.” Letting Sandra go was extremely hard, but Jeff knew it 

was the right thing to do.   

 

Thirty days later, Sandra returned to Jeff and asked him if he was 

still interested in dating her. He said, “Yes.” Two months later, the 

couple was married. 
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God is a gentleman and doesn’t force Himself into people’s lives. 

Although He knows what’s best, He leaves it up to each person to 

accept or reject His invitation of eternal life. 

 

The most important decision a person will ever make is whether or 

not to accept God’s amazing invitation. 

 

There is a beautiful picture that illustrates how God extends His 

invitation to each person. A door stands in the middle of the 

picture. On one side of the door is a person, and on the other, 

Jesus. Jesus knocks on the door and waits patiently for a reply. It is 

obvious that the person hears Jesus knocking and is trying to 

decide whether or not to invite Him in. One unusual feature about 

the door is that there is only one doorknob, and it is on the inside 

of the door. In other words, the door won’t open unless the person 

on the inside chooses to open it. The famous picture illustrates 

Revelation 3:20 where Jesus says, “Behold, I stand at the door and 

knock; if anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in 

to him, and will dine with him, and he with Me.” 

 

Have you personally accepted God’s invitation and asked Christ to 

come into your life. If not, you can do it through prayer. And there 

is no better time to do it than right now. If you would like to invite 

Him in, here’s a simple prayer you can pray. Remember, God is 

more concerned about the attitude of your heart than the exact 

words you use. 

 

Dear God, I need You. Thank You for sending Your Son, Jesus, to 

be born that first Christmas, to die, and then to rise from the dead 

proving He is part of the Trinity of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. I 

believe in my heart that Christ died for my sin and rose from the 

dead on the third day. I ask Him to come into my life through the 

power of the Holy Spirit, to forgive my sin, and to make me the 

person You want me to be. I give myself to You. Come into my life, 
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Jesus.  Be my Lord, the one who controls my life; and Savior, the 

one who saves me from the penalty of sin. Thank You for loving me 

and for giving me the gift of eternal life. AMEN 

 

If you prayed the preceding prayer and meant it, you are now a 

child of God. Your salvation is not based on any good thing you 

have done, but on the finished work of Jesus who died for you on 

the cross.   
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Chapter 11  

 

Love’s Assurance – Secure in Christ 
 

Many gifts don’t last too long, but one lasts forever. 

 

For over a week before Christmas, Greg kept eyeing a large 

present under the tree with his name on it. He wasn’t sure what it 

was, but he hoped it was the slot car set he had seen at a local 

store. 

 

On Christmas morning, Greg could hardly wait to open his 

presents. When the time came, he opened the large box first and 

jumped for joy to find it was exactly what he wanted – a shiny new 

slot car set with a dual track and two cool cars. Greg’s dad helped 

him set up the racetrack on the family room floor, and Greg and his 

brothers sat for hours racing the small cars round and round the 

track. To Greg, this was the best Christmas ever.  

 

The next day the boys got up early and 

began racing again, but after a few 

hours one of the cars started to have 

some problems – it wouldn’t go as fast 

as before and every once in awhile it 

stopped altogether. Greg and his 

brothers did their best to clean out the 

accumulated lint around the tire axils, 

but after a few weeks of constant use, 

both cars stopped working. Needless to 

say, Greg and his brothers were 

disappointed. 
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Although slot car sets and other gifts break down, wear out or stop 

working, there is one gift that lasts forever – the gift of eternal life 

in Christ. 

 

Some people wonder if they can lose the gift once they have 

receive it. The Bible makes it clear – the gift is permanent. 

 

I John 5:11-13 states,  

 

And the witness is this, that God has given us eternal life, and 

this life is in His Son. He who has the Son has the life; he 

who does not have the Son of God does not have the life. 

These things I have written to you who believe in the name of 

the Son of God, in order that you may know that you have 

eternal life. 

 

When a person sincerely asks Jesus to be Lord and Savior that 

person is subsequently saved. He has the gift of eternal life with 

God and can’t lose that gift. 

 

Just as a child who is born into a family cannot be unborn; so, too, 

a person born into God’s family cannot be unborn. He is a child of 

God and his salvation is secure! That is not to say he won’t sin 

from time to time. He probably will, and he will need to ask 

forgiveness, but he will not lose his salvation. 

 

Jesus said,  

 

“My sheep (followers, i.e. Christians) hear My voice, and I 

know them, and they follow Me; and I give eternal life to 

them, and they shall never perish; and no one shall snatch 

them out of My hand. My Father, who has given them to Me, 

is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of 

the Father's hand”   (John 10:27-29) 
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Thanks be to God for His gift of eternal life! He loved us so much 

He gave us the greatest gift of all, Jesus, who offers eternal life to 

all who place their trust in Him. 

 

Someone explained John 3:16 this way: 

 

For God    –  the greatest lover 

so loved    –   the greatest love 

the world    –   the greatest community 

He gave    –   the greatest act of giving 

His only Son  –   the greatest gift 

that whoever    –   the greatest opportunity 

believes in Him   –  the greatest simplicity 

shall not perish    –  the greatest insurance 

but have    –   the greatest assurance 

eternal life.   –   the greatest possession 

 

It has been said, “You can’t take it with you.” In other words a 

person takes nothing with him beyond the grave. The truth is, 

everyone will take something. They will take their soul that will 

live forever, either with God or eternally separated from Him. The 

choice is up to each of us to make. 

 

If you have made the decision to follow Christ, your destiny is 

sure. God’s great love has secured it for you. 
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Chapter 12  

 

Love’s Journey – The Importance of Health 

 

On life’s journey, good physical health is important.  

 

When James was young, he wasn’t too concerned about his health. 

His body pretty much took care of itself. He could eat what he 

wanted, do what he wanted, and burn the candle at both ends with 

no apparent negative side effects. 

 

When James reached twenty-five he was at the top of his game. He 

felt strong and energetic. By the time he hit thirty-five, he began 

feeling his age. By forty-five James definitely noticed his motor 

slowing down.  

 

In order to regain a measure of youthful vitality, James decided to 

pay more attention to his body and lifestyle. He began doing things 

he knew would promote better physical health: 

 

- getting to bed at a reasonable time 

- eating a healthy diet and drinking more water 

- exercising regularly during the week 

- monitoring his stress level 

 

Within a few weeks James 

began to feel like a new man. It 

wasn’t easy doing the right 

things, but he knew he was on 

the right path. His new habits 

would serve him well the rest of 

his life on earth.   
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When people respond to God’s love and ask Christ into their 

lives, they begin a new journey – a spiritual one. And in order to 

maintain good spiritual health along the way, they need to build 

certain disciplines into their lives. Some of these disciplines are: 

 

- Bible study 

- Prayer 

- Church attendance  

- Serving and sharing 

 

Bible study is food for the soul. When a person reads the pages of 

the Bible, he learns God’s Word and better understands the 

principles that bring God’s blessings into his life. If a person 

doesn’t have a Bible, he needs to get one. A great place to buy one 

is at a local Christian bookstore. Even Costco carries Study Bibles 

for a reasonable price. In addition, if a person has no idea where to 

start reading, he should start with the life of Christ in the books of 

Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. As he reads about Jesus’ life, 

ministry, and teaching, his heart will be encouraged.  

 

Prayer is also essential for every new believer. As God’s child, a 

new Christian can pray anytime, anywhere, and God will hear him. 

He needs to talk to God on a regular basis about whatever is on his 

heart. He needs to ask for help and guidance and to thank God for 

His many blessings. He needs to pray for family and friends.  

 

New Christians also need to get connected with a good church. 

They need to find a church where God’s Word is taught in a 

practical way that relates it to everyday life. They also need to 

meet and spend time with other Christians who can encourage 

them in their faith. It would even be helpful to find a more mature 

Christian to be a mentor. A Christian that tries to make it on his 

own without other Christians to support him will soon find his 

spiritual flame growing dim. 
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New Christians need to serve and share with others. They can 

serve people in or out of church. For example, a woman might help 

in the church nursery or take food to shut-ins. She might encourage 

a co-worker. A man might participate in a church workday or 

volunteer to cook at a men’s breakfast. He also might help a 

neighbor with a special project.  

 

In addition, new believers should look for opportunities to share 

with others what God has done for them. Others need to hear about 

God’s wonderful love and salvation. 

 

If a Christian does these things, he will maintain a high level of 

spiritual health, and find strength for the journey – the journey of 

love made possible by God Himself.   

 

From the beginning of time God’s love for us has been certain. 

Even though Adam and Eve’s sin separated the human race from 

God, God made a way for each of us to be brought back into a 

right relationship with him. Christ’s coming to earth that first 

Christmas and His subsequent death and resurrection are proof of 

God’s amazing love. All we need to do is to reach out and receive 

the gift – salvation in Christ – the gift of love that can change our 

lives now and forever.  

 

Now that’s a love story! 

 

 

 

 

Have a wonderful Christmas, and if you have the inclination and 

opportunity, consider sharing this book with a friend. 
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The account of the first Christmas – taken from the         

book of Matthew in the New Testament of the Bible 
 

Matthew 1:18-2:23 
18  Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows. When His mother Mary 

had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be 

with child by the Holy Spirit.  19  And Joseph her husband, being a 

righteous man, and not wanting to disgrace her, desired to put her away 

secretly.  20  But when he had considered this, behold, an angel of the Lord 

appeared to him in a dream, saying, "Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid 

to take Mary as your wife; for that which has been conceived in her is of the 

Holy Spirit.  21  "And she will bear a Son; and you shall call His name 

Jesus, for it is He who will save His people from their sins."  22  Now all this 

took place that what was spoken by the Lord through the prophet might be 

fulfilled, saying,  23  "Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and shall bear a 

Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel," which translated means, "God 

with us."  24  And Joseph arose from his sleep, and did as the angel of the 

Lord commanded him, and took {her} as his wife,  25  and kept her a virgin 

until she gave birth to a Son; and he called His name Jesus. 

 

CHAPTER 2 

1  Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the 

king, behold, magi from the east arrived in Jerusalem, saying,  2  "Where is 

He who has been born King of the Jews? For we saw His star in the east, 

and have come to worship Him."  3  And when Herod the king heard it, he 

was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him.  4  And gathering together all the 

chief priests and scribes of the people, he {began} to inquire of them where 

the Christ was to be born.  5  And they said to him, "In Bethlehem of Judea, 

for so it has been written by the prophet,  6  'And you, Bethlehem, land of 

Judah, are by no means least among the leaders of Judah; for out of you 

shall come forth a Ruler, who will shepherd My people Israel.'"  7  Then 

Herod secretly called the magi, and ascertained from them the time the star 

appeared.  8  And he sent them to Bethlehem, and said, "Go and make 

careful search for the Child; and when you have found {Him,} report to me, 

that I too may come and worship Him."  9  And having heard the king, they 

went their way; and lo, the star, which they had seen in the east, went on 

before them, until it came and stood over where the Child was.  10  And 

when they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy.  11  And 
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they came into the house and saw 

the Child with Mary His mother; 

and they fell down and worshiped 

Him; and opening their treasures 

they presented to Him gifts of gold 

and frankincense and myrrh.  12  

And having been warned {by God} 

in a dream not to return to Herod, 

they departed for their own 

country by another way.  13  Now 

when they had departed, behold, 

an angel of the Lord appeared to 

Joseph in a dream, saying, "Arise 

and take the Child and His mother, 

and flee to Egypt, and remain 

there until I tell you; for Herod is 

going to search for the Child to 

destroy Him."  14  And he arose 

and took the Child and His mother by night, and departed for Egypt;  15  

and was there until the death of Herod, that what was spoken by the Lord 

through the prophet might be fulfilled, saying, "Out of Egypt did I call My 

Son."  16  Then when Herod saw that he had been tricked by the magi, he 

became very enraged, and sent and slew all the male children who were in 

Bethlehem and in all its environs, from two years old and under, according 

to the time which he had ascertained from the magi.  17  Then that which 

was spoken through Jeremiah the prophet was fulfilled, saying,  18  "A voice 

was heard in Ramah, weeping and great mourning, Rachel weeping for her 

children; and she refused to be comforted, because they were no more."  19  

But when Herod was dead, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a 

dream to Joseph in Egypt, saying,  20  "Arise and take the Child and His 

mother, and go into the land of Israel; for those who sought the Child's life 

are dead."  21  And he arose and took the Child and His mother, and came 

into the land of Israel.  22  But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning 

over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And being 

warned {by God} in a dream, he departed for the regions of Galilee,  23  

and came and resided in a city called Nazareth, that what was spoken 

through the prophets might be fulfilled, "He shall be called a Nazarene."  

 


