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THE BAPTISM OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
 

By Chris Losey 
 
Today it seems there is much confusion regarding the ministry of the 
Holy Spirit.  A significant amount of the confusion surrounds His 
baptism. One segment of the Christian church says that the baptism of 
the Holy Spirit takes place sometime after salvation when a person 
receives a surge of the Spirit's power and speaks in tongues. They say 
that Spirit baptism often happens because a person seeks it. The book 
of Acts is used as a proof text, and specifically chapter two where the 
miraculous events of the day of Pentecost are recorded.  Those who 
hold this view also say that the way the Holy Spirit ministered in the 
book of Acts is precisely the way He ministers today.   
 
But there is another segment of the church that believes Spirit baptism 
happens to every Christian at the moment of salvation, and not as a 
result of seeking after it. They also believe that the Holy Spirit works 
somewhat differently today because He has finished establishing the 
church.  
 
The question arises, “Which view of Spirit baptism is correct?” In order 
to shed light on this subject, you are invited to turn in the Bible to the 
book of Acts. In the search for answers, the following will be explored in 
depth:    
 
-  The Promise of Spirit Baptism 
-  The Problem Facing the Early Church 
-  The Plan for Spirit Baptism 
-  The Procedure of Spirit Baptism Today 
 
Let’s begin with the promise of Spirit baptism. 
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The Promise of Spirit Baptism 
Before looking in Acts, you may remember that in John 14:16,17 Jesus 
had promised to send the Holy Spirit, 
 

And I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper 
that He may be with you forever; that is the Spirit of truth, 
whom the world cannot receive, because it does not behold 
Him or know Him, but you know Him because He abides with 
you, and will be in you. 

 
And in Acts 1:5 Jesus reiterated this promise, "For John baptized with 
water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days 
from now."  
 
There was little doubt that the Holy Spirit was coming. He would be 
given to every believer, not just to be with them but to be in them. 
Jesus had promised it and the disciples could count on it!  But there 
was a problem.   
 
The Problem Facing the Early Church 
Before this time God had focused on one people, the Jews.  Now He 
was instituting the Christian church which would encompass people 
from every nation and tribe. Jesus told His followers in Acts 1:8,  
 

But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 
upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, 
and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part 
of the earth.   

 
In this verse, Jesus told His disciples to tell the good news to the whole 
world, moving from one region to the next. This concept of worldwide 
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blessing was nothing new. All the way back in Genesis 12:1-3 God 
hinted that through the Jews all nations of the earth would be blessed: 
 

Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go forth from your country, 
and from your relatives and from your father’s house, to the 
land which I will show you;  and I will make you a great 
nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great;  and 
so you shall be a blessing; and I will bless those who bless 
you, and the one who curses you I will curse. And in you all 
the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 

 
Christ had not just come for the Jews, He came to provide a way of 
salvation for all people. Not everyone would accept His way but He did 
provide it.   
 
You may be thinking, "So what is the problem? If God is going to bless 
every nation, what's wrong with that?" The problem was, the groups 
that God wanted to bring together did not get along with each other. 
The Jews, Samaritans and Gentiles were all enemies. How was God 
going to unify groups like these?   
 
Here are some specific reasons why these groups were enemies... 
 
The division between north and south   
Just as the United States had trouble between north and south, so did 
the Jews.  If you remember, the Jewish nation was divided for much of 
the Old Testament. The northern kingdom known as Israel was roughly 
the region of Samaria with the city of Samaria as its capitol. The 
southern kingdom, known as Judah, had its capitol at Jerusalem. During 
the time of the divided kingdom these two groups were estranged and 
harbored ill-will toward each other.  
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Jews looked on the Samaritans as half-breeds 
When the Assyrians came and conquered the northern kingdom in 
approximately 721 BC, they deported thousands of people and 
imported other groups in order to break up any ethnic unity. In this way 
they could maintain political, military, and economic control. It is 
thought that the Samaritans who were not deported from the land, 
intermarried with the transplanted foreigners to create an ethnic group 
that was half Jew and half something else. The Jews in the south 
despised this ethnic impurity.  
 
When Hitler tried to exterminate the Jews thinking they were an 
inferior race, he was wrong.  There is only one race, the human race! 
Isn't it interesting that scientists today are making statements like, "As 
we have studied different so-called races, we have come to the 
conclusion that all humans came from the same ancestor." Any Bible 
believing Christian could have told them that!  We all came from Adam 
and Eve, who possessed all of the information in their genes to produce 
the varieties of humans seen today.   
 
The northern/southern kingdoms had separate locations for worship 
In addition to ill-will based on kingdom division and ethnic differences, 
the Samaritans in the northern kingdom worshipped on Mt. Gerazim. 
The Jews in the southern kingdom worshipped at Jerusalem. The 
Samaritans believed that the southern kingdom had the wrong location 
for worship, and the southern kingdom felt the same way about the 
northerners.  
 
The northern kingdom believed the southern kingdom's apostasy began 
when the priest, Eli, set up worship at Shiloh. They believed the 
apostasy continued when, after the destruction of Shiloh by the 
Philistines, the south eventually moved their place of worship to 
Jerusalem.   
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The Gentiles were outsiders 
Both Jews and Samaritans considered Gentiles to be outside the 
household of God. They referred to them as uncircumcised. The Jews 
considered themselves as God's chosen people. They believed that no 
one would ever receive the blessings that they received. The idea of the 
Gentiles receiving God's blessings was unthinkable.  
 
Doesn't all of this sound like the way things are today?  Jew against 
Arab, black against white, Protestant against Catholic, Bosnian against 
Croate; and on and on it goes. Why all this prejudice, jealousy and 
hatred?  The answer is found in the sin-nature of man. Because of 
man's sin-nature he is constantly fighting with those who are different. 
This is wrong! Not only did Christ come to save us from sin, He also 
came to bring reconciliation between all groups in the human race. 
 
There were those stuck in Old Testament times 
Not only did God have to somehow create a unified church out of Jews 
who hated Samaritans, Samaritans who hated Jews, and both groups 
that disliked Gentiles; He also had to bring along anyone stuck in the 
past; those who were still living by the Old Testament law. Some of the 
disciples of John the Baptist fit that category.  
 
Creating unity in this new organization/organism, the church, was not 
going to be easy; but God had a plan.   
 
The Plan for Spirit Baptism 
The plan was simple. God would unify the groups by giving them the 
same gift, the Holy Spirit.  This would show each group that He (God 
the Father) accepted them all, and had no favorites.  When the Jews 
saw that God accepted the other groups, they would be forced to 
accept them, too, and vice versa. 
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Isn't this problem of favoritism and jealousy sometimes lived out today 
in our own homes? I remember our children saying, "Mom and Dad, 
you need to be fair. Why did my sister get candy and I didn't?  Why did 
my brother get new clothes and I didn't?" As parents we had to walk a 
fine line so that neither child accused us of playing favorites. When one 
child got popcorn at the movie, the other did, too. When one got 
candy, so did the other. Children have an incredible perception of 
fairness! However, they seemed to retract their position when one got 
a spanking.  Sometimes we would kid them and say, "Don't you want 
what your brother just got? We want to be sure that we treat you just 
the same!" 
 
It is true, that humans have a sense of fairness, although many times 
they don't mind if things are unfair as long as they get the better part of 
the deal! God was totally fair when he gave all Christians the same gift, 
the Holy Spirit. They would see that He loved them all the same. 
 
Let's now look at the various passages in Acts to see God's plan of Spirit 
Baptism, keeping in mind Jesus' promise in Acts 1:8 where He said the 
baptism of the Holy Spirit would be: 
 
PERSONAL - "But you" 
POWERFUL - "shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you" 
PURPOSEFUL - "and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in 
all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth." 
 
The first passage that will be explored is Acts 2:1-6 which states: 
 

And when the day of Pentecost had come, they were all 
together in one place.  And suddenly there came from 
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heaven a noise like a violent, rushing wind, and it filled the 
whole house where they were sitting. And there appeared to 
them tongues as of fire distributing themselves, and they 
rested on each one of them.  And they were all filled with the 
Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the 
Spirit was giving them utterance. Now there were Jews living 
in Jerusalem, devout men, from every nation under heaven. 
And when this sound occurred, the multitude came together, 
and were bewildered, because they were each one hearing 
them speak in his own language. 

 
Who is the they in verse 2?  It is the Disciples. What ethnic group were 
they?  Jewish. Who were the listeners? Jews from all over the world. 
 
God wanted to spread His word throughout the world so He allowed 
the Jews to be scattered hundreds of years earlier so that when they 
came to Jerusalem during the Feast of Pentecost, they would hear the 
gospel, get saved and return to their countries to be His witnesses 
there.  Timing is so important in giving gifts.  God's timing is always 
perfect!   
 
Again, who received the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost?  The Jews 
did. The Holy Spirit was given not only to the disciples, but also to the 
rest of the Jewish followers of Christ in Jerusalem, and many other Jews 
from other countries who heard and responded to Peter’s sermon in 
Acts 2:14-41. 
 
The Holy Spirit had now come upon those in Jerusalem, but He still 
needed to come upon those in all of Judea, Samaria and the uttermost 
parts of the earth. As the Christians began an aggressive witness in 
Jerusalem, persecution erupted. That is the price of being on fire for 
God.  Satan wants to put out the fire. Saul (who would later be Paul) 
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began to persecute the Christians causing them to flee to other parts of 
Judea and Samaria.  What Satan meant for evil, God used for good.  
Jesus had told His followers that they would be His witnesses in 
Jerusalem, Judea and Samaria... The persecution helped them get to 
those other regions.  Acts 8:4-5 states, "Therefore, those who had been 
scattered went about preaching the word.  And Philip went down to the 
city of Samaria and began proclaiming Christ to them."  And guess what 
happened?  Lots of people became Christians!  Many Jews had become 
Christians in Jerusalem, and now many Samaritans accepted Christ, 
too!!  Jews and Samaritans in the same church?  Wow!  But it gets 
better.  Listen to Acts 8:14-17, 
 

v14 Now when the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria 
had received the word of God, they sent them Peter and 
John, v15 who came down and prayed for them that they 
might receive the Holy Spirit.  v16 For He had not yet fallen 
upon any of them; they had simply been baptized in the 
name of the Lord Jesus.  v17 Then they began laying their 
hands on them, and they were receiving the Holy Spirit. 

 
Notice that two Jewish heavyweights, Peter and John, were not only 
present when the Samaritans received the Holy Spirit, they had gone to 
Samaria with that purpose in mind!  They realized that if God gave the 
Samaritans the Holy Spirit then He accepted them.  If He accepted them 
then they needed to accept the Samaritans as well.  
 
Some folks try to use these verses to support the contention that all 
Spirit baptism comes about by the laying on of hands, but this is not 
true.  No one laid hands on the apostles when they received the Spirit 
on the day of Pentecost.   
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The Jews and Samaritans had now received Spirit baptism.  Listen to 
the marvelous statement in Acts 9:31 about the state of the church, "So 
the church throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria enjoyed 
peace, being built up; and, going on in the fear of the Lord and in the 
comfort of the Holy Spirit, it continued to increase."  What an incredible 
state of affairs.  The Comforter had come and was bringing great 
blessing to all involved!  God does things like that! 
 
What was the next group that needed to receive the Holy Spirit?  The 
Gentiles!  Turn now to Acts 10.  In this chapter a Roman centurion 
Cornelius who believed in God had a vision that God would send Simon 
Peter to him with a message.  Cornelius sent messengers to ask Peter to 
come to him.  At approximately the same time, Simon Peter was having 
a vision about a sheet coming down from heaven with unclean animals 
on it.  In the vision, God told Peter to kill and eat the animals.  Peter 
refused but later realized that the unclean animals represented the 
Gentiles who the Jews considered unholy and unclean, but God was 
showing Peter His intention of pulling Gentiles into His family. 
 
When the messengers came for Peter he went with them.  When he 
arrived at Cornelius' house Peter said, "You yourselves know how 
unlawful it is for a man who is a Jew to associate with a foreigner or to 
visit him; and yet God has shown me that I should not call any man 
unholy or unclean."  Peter went on to say in verse 34, "... I most 
certainly understand now that God is not one to show partiality, but in 
every nation the man who fears Him and does what is right, is welcome 
to Him."  Peter then shared Christ with Cornelius and his relatives and 
friends.  Verses 44-48 state, 
 

v44 While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy 
Spirit fell upon all those who were listening to the message. 
v45 And all the circumcised believers who had come with 
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Peter were amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit had 
been poured out upon the Gentiles also.  v46 For they were 
hearing them speaking with tongues and exalting God.  Then 
Peter answered, v47  "Surely no one can refuse the water for 
these to be baptized who have received the Holy Spirit just as 
we did, can he?"  v48 And he ordered them to be baptized in 
the name of Jesus Christ.  Then they asked him to stay on for 
a few days. 

 
What an incredible event.  The Gentiles received the Holy Spirit and 
Jews were there to observe it.  Wouldn't you think that when the Jews 
in Jerusalem heard that the Gentiles had received the Holy Spirit that 
they would be elated?  You might think so, but remember, Gentiles 
were considered unclean.  Having them as fellow believers was a hard 
pill for many Jews to swallow.  Listen to what happened when Peter 
returned to Jerusalem with the news in Acts 11:1-5, 
 

v1 Now the apostles and the brethren who were throughout 
Judea heard that the Gentiles also had received the Word of 
God.  v2 And when Peter came up to Jerusalem, those who 
were circumcised took issue with him, v3 saying, "You went 
to uncircumcised men and ate with them."  v4 But Peter 
began speaking and proceeded to explain to them in orderly 
sequence, saying, v5  "I was in the city of Joppa praying; and 
in a trance I saw a vision..." 

 
Peter then told them the whole story of his vision and trip to see 
Cornelius.  Listen now to verses 15-18. 
 

v15 And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them, 
just as He did upon us at the beginning.  v16 And I 
remembered the Word of the Lord, how He used to say, 
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"John baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with 
the Holy Spirit." v17 If God therefore gave to them the same 
gift as He gave to us also after believing in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who was I that I could stand in God's way?  v18 And 
when they heard this, they quieted down, and glorified God, 
saying, "Well then, God has granted to the Gentiles also the 
repentance that leads to life." 

 
It is so incredible to think that God looks at every human being the 
same way.  We are all sinners who need salvation.  None of us can brag 
about his works.  None of us can say that he deserves God's salvation 
any more than any other person.  God does not look on the color of 
skin, background, language, or social status.  He is concerned with each 
person's heart. 
 
But there was one more group that needed to be pulled into the 
church.  It was the holdovers from the Old Testament; those who were 
living in the past.  Listen to Acts 19:1-6: 
 

v1 And it came about that while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul 
having passed through the upper country came to Ephesus, 
and found some disciples, v2 and he said to them, "Did you 
receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?  And they said to 
Him, "No we have not even heard whether there is a Holy 
Spirit."  v3 And he said, "Into what then were you baptized?"  
And they said, "Into John's baptism."  v4 And Paul said, "John 
baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people 
to believe in Him who was coming after him, that is, in 
Jesus."  v5 And when they heard this, they were baptized in 
the name of the Lord Jesus.  v6 And when Paul had laid his 
hands upon them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they 
began speaking with tongues and prophesying. 
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The loop was now closed.  The Jews had the Spirit, the Samaritans had 
it, the Gentiles had it and the Old Testament saints had it.  And very 
importantly, there was a semblance of unity.  If the church was going to 
survive it needed unity, just as it does today. 
 
The question arises, "Does Spirit baptism today happen the same way 
that it did in the book of Acts?"  In other words, is the way God worked 
in the book of Acts normative for today?  Some theologians say yes, 
some say no.  To answer this question let’s do a little more 
investigating. 
 
The Procedure of Spirit Baptism Today 
Notice that some folks in the Bible received the Holy Spirit long after 
they believed.  The Disciples did not receive the Holy Spirit until the day 
of Pentecost (Ac 2).  They had believed in Jesus long before then.  The 
same is true of the Samaritans in Act 8.  They believed and yet did not 
receive the Holy Spirit until Peter and John arrived.  Cornielius believed 
on God but did not receive the Spirit until Peter arrived (Ac 10).  John's 
disciples, on the other hand, received the Holy Spirit when they 
believed in Jesus.  Previously they had only been baptized into John's 
baptism (Ac 19).  This gap in time from believing to receiving Spirit 
baptism for most of the people in the book of Acts has led some to say 
that people today do not receive the Holy Spirit until sometime after 
conversion.  But this simply is not true.  Here's why: 
 
The book of Acts records the FIRST giving of the Spirit to the world.  He 
is not given in the same way anymore.  He is now given at the moment 
of conversion.  When a person puts his faith in Christ, he receives Spirit 
baptism at that instant.  This belief is based on two key verses, Romans 
8:9 and 1 Corinthians 12:13.   
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Romans 8:9 states, "However, you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if 
indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you.  But if anyone does not have the 
Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Him."  If a person believes in 
Christ, he is saved.  He must also have the Holy Spirit because if he does 
not, Scripture clearly states that he does not belong to Christ.  Since all 
Christians do belong to Christ at the moment of conversion, then they 
must also have the Holy Spirit.  The two things, salvation and Spirit 
baptism, thus go hand in hand. 
 
1 Corinthians 12:13 states, "For by one Spirit we were all baptized into 
one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were 
all made to drink of one Spirit."  This verse teaches that we were all 
baptized into one body by one Spirit.  The body that Paul is referring to 
is the church.  If Spirit baptism was future to salvation for some 
believers, this verse could not say that all of us had been baptized into 
one body.  It would have to say that some of us had been baptized into 
the church and others would be baptized at some later time.  The fact is 
that all believers are baptized by the Holy Spirit when they believe 
because all are part of the church.   
 
There are many other things that happen to a Christian when he 
believes, but be assured, Spirit baptism is one of them. 
 
CONCLUSION 
So what is a person to make of this?  First, all of us should be awed by 
God's incredible wisdom and method of giving the Holy Spirit to the 
infant church.  His plan allowed Jewish Christians to receive the Spirit 
first, and then be present when every other group received Him.  This 
created instant unity.  Acts records the FIRST giving of the Holy Spirit.  
Once the Spirit had been given in this unusual way to inaugurate the 
church, it no longer made sense to give Him that way.  Now He is given 
at the moment of salvation.   
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A person does not have to seek Spirit baptism, he automatically 
receives it when he receives Christ.  It must also be noted that most of 
those who received Spirit baptism in Acts never sought it.  They just 
received it!  God sovereignly gave the Spirit to Jews, Samaritans, 
Cornelius (a Gentile), and the followers of John the Baptist.   
 
In addition, since many believers have never spoken in tongues, 
tongues is not the sure evidence of Spirit baptism.  Having Christ as 
Savior and Lord is!  God used tongues to usher in Spirit baptism in the 
book of Acts because it allowed a greater witness to Jews who were 
able to hear the disciples speak in their own language.  They didn’t 
need translators, tongues took care of that.  In addition, tongues added 
a sure sign to the Jews that God was working in Samaritans and 
Gentiles.  Today we do not need such signs because the church has 
already been established and now every new believer is baptized by the 
Holy Spirit at the point of conversion. 
 
In this regard, every Christian needs to thank God for giving him the 
Holy Spirit.  If you love God, His Spirit was given to you the moment you 
believed.  The Spirit wants to be your Comforter and Guide.  You are 
now part of God's universal body, the church, and the Spirit can help 
you live up to that privileged position.. 
 
Just as there was a tendency in the book of Acts for Jews to be arrogant 
and jealous of others receiving the Spirit, so there is the same danger 
for all Christians today.  If you are a Christian and think you are more 
important than anyone else because of your skin color, upbringing, 
social status, education level, job position or something else, you need 
to repent and ask God to show you that you, too, are a sinner saved by 
grace.  God loves those people just as much as He loves you.  Don't be 
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like the Jews who wanted to reject the Gentiles because Jews believed 
Gentiles were unclean.  God has given His Spirit to all who trust Him. 
 
And if you are not a Christian today, you need to realize that you can 
become God's child by repenting of your sin and asking Christ to come 
into your life to be your Savior (the One who saves you from sin) and 
Lord (the One who takes control of your life).  If you have never made 
this decision, make it today.  Here is a simple prayer you can pray.  If 
you pray and mean it, God will give you the gift of the Holy Spirit and 
you will be His child forever. 
 
Dear Lord, I need You.  I know that I have done things that have made 
You sad.  I ask You to forgive my sin and to come into my life. I place my 
faith in You. Make me the kind of person You want me to be.  I give 
myself to You and choose to follow You.  AMEN 
 
May God richly bless you as you seek Him with your whole heart! 
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BAPTISM OF THE HOLY SPIRIT - Discussion Questions 
 
 
1.  What promise did Jesus make in John 14:16,17 and Acts 1:5? 
 
 
 
2.  According to Acts 1:8 in what areas were the disciples to share the 
Gospel?  Try to find these areas on a Bible map.   
 
 
 
3.  What promise of worldwide blessing was made in Genesis 12:1-3? 
 
 
 
4.  What was the problem facing bringing Jews, Samaritans and Gentiles 
together in the early church?  Give specifics. 
 
 
 
5.  What was God's plan to bring all of the above groups together?  
Which individual groups received Holy Spirit baptism in the following 
chapters in Acts: 2, 8, 10 and 19? 
 
 
 
6.  What do you think would have happened if God had given the Holy 
Spirit to all of these groups separately without the others knowing 
about it? 
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7.  Why is the way people received Spirit Baptism in the book of Acts, 
not normative for today? 
How do the following verses apply: Romans 8:9 and 1 Corinthians 
12:13? 
 
 
 
 
8.  Is tongues a sign of Spirit baptism today?  Why or why not? 
 
 
 
 
9.  Take time to pray and thank God for His incredible wisdom of 

sending the Holy Spirit like He did. 


