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Thanks for your interest in 

 

“Baptism – Understanding 

What the Bible Says” 
.  

It is my hope that the                                    

information in this booklet                                     

will help you understand 

what the Bible teaches 

about the subject of 

Baptism. 
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Have you been baptized?  Do you understand Biblical baptism?  If 

someone asked you, “What is baptism?” would you be able to give an 

adequate answer? What if the person inquired, “Are babies supposed to 

be baptized?” or “Does a person have to be put all the way under water 

to be properly baptized?”, what would you say to them? 

 

1 Peter 3:15 states, “...always being ready to make a defense to everyone 

who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with 

gentleness and reverence.” Although this verse instructs Christians to be 

ready to give an answer for why they believe, it might also extend to 

explaining basic doctrines like baptism. 

 

The purpose of this booklet is to explore the Biblical doctrine of baptism 

so that Christians know what the Bible teaches, and are able to share 

what they believe with confidence.   

 

What does the word baptize mean? 
The word baptize comes from the Greek verb baptidzo meaning to 

immerse or submerge, to make overwhelmed, i.e. to make fully wet.  

The root word, bapto, means to dip. In ancient times, those who sold 

cloth, colored it by dipping it in and out of vats filled with dye. If white 

cloth was dipped in red dye it came out red. If it was dipped in green 

dye, it came out green. The cloth in essence, changed identity.  

 

Prior to Christianity the Jews also used the word baptizo. For them it 

meant ceremonial purification before eating, i.e. washing one’s hands.  

Luke 11:37-38 illustrates this point, 
 
37 

Now when He had spoken, a Pharisee asked* Him to have lunch 

with him; and He went in, and reclined at the table. 
38 

When the 

Pharisee saw it, he was surprised that He had not first ceremonially 

washed before the meal.  
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Mark 7:4 is another example. Here the word baptizo is translated 

cleanse.   
 
4 
and when they come from the market place, they do not eat unless 

they cleanse themselves; and there are many other things which 

they have received in order to observe, such as the washing of cups 

and pitchers and copper pots. 

Jesus also used the word baptizo. On the road to Jerusalem, He told His 

disciples He would be crucified, die, be buried and then rise from the 

dead. After hearing Christ’s explanation, James and John asked if they 

could sit on His right and left when He came in His glory. Listen to 

Jesus’ response in Mark 10:38,39, 
 
38 

But Jesus said to them, "You do not know what you are asking. 

Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or to be baptized with 

the baptism with which I am baptized?" 
39 

They said to Him, "We 

are able." And Jesus said to them, "The cup that I drink you shall 

drink; and you shall be baptized with the baptism with which I am 

baptized.  

Notice that Jesus used the word baptized or baptism six times in the 

passage. When He referred to His own baptism, He was not referring to 

water baptism (He had already been baptized), but to His death and 

resurrection. He would be immersed in His mission of dying for the 

world. He informed James and John that they, too, would also be 

immersed in suffering for the faith. James was put to death with the 

sword in Acts 12:2 by order of Herod. John was exiled to the island of 

Patmos.   

 

The word baptize thus carries the meaning of immersing, washing and 

cleansing. 

 

What is Biblical baptism? 
Biblical baptism may be defined as the immersion of people in water 

symbolizing their repentance from sin and God’s forgiveness of that sin.   
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John the Baptist was the first one to baptize people in the New 

Testament. Matthew 3:1-6 records, 
 
1 
Now in those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the 

wilderness of Judea, saying, 
2 
"Repent, for the kingdom of heaven 

is at hand." 
3 
For this is the one referred to by Isaiah the prophet 

when he said, "The voice of one crying in the wilderness , 'Make 

ready the way of the Lord, Make His paths straight!' " 
4 
Now John 

himself had a garment of camel's hair and a leather belt around his 

waist; and his food was locusts and wild honey. 
5 
Then Jerusalem 

was going out to him, and all Judea and all the district around the 

Jordan; 
6 
and they were being baptized by him in the Jordan River, 

as they confessed their sins.  

John baptized people when they confessed 

and repented of their sins.  To confess 

means to agree with God. When people 

confess their sins they in essence are saying, 

“God, I agree with You that I am a sinner 

and that my sin separates me from You.” To 

repent means to turn away from sin. When 

people repent of their sins they are saying, 

“God, I not only agree that I am a sinner, I 

choose to turn away from my sin and to live 

for You. I want my life to go in a whole new 

direction with You as my guide.”   

 

John baptized people who repented in light of his prophecy that the 

Messiah was coming soon. John had said, “Make ready the way of the 

Lord.” But Christian baptism is a bit different in that people are baptized 

into Christ rather than simply into repentance. Acts 19:1-5 shows the 

difference between these two baptisms. 
  
1 
It happened that while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul passed 
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through the upper country and came to Ephesus, and found some 

disciples. 
2 
He said to them, "Did you receive the Holy Spirit when 

you believed?" And they said to him, "No, we have not even heard 

whether there is a Holy Spirit." 
3 
And he said, "Into what then were 

you baptized?" And they said, "Into John's baptism." 
4 
Paul said, 

"John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people 

to believe in Him who was coming after him, that is, in Jesus." 
5 

When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord 

Jesus.  

 

Notice again from the above verses that John’s baptism was a baptism of 

repentance which looked to a coming Messiah. Christian baptism was a 

baptism in the name of the Lord Jesus who had now come. It is not that 

those who became Christians didn’t repent. They certainly did, but they 

did more than that; they committed themselves to follow Christ. 

 

When a person asks Christ into his life, he is born again (John 3:1-16).  

He becomes a new creature. 2 Corinthians 5:17 states, “Therefore if any 

man is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; 

behold, new things have come.” New Christians are not new creatures in 

that they look different physically (although they may look a lot 

happier), but they are new creatures in that they definitely have 

undergone spiritual change. Without Christ, a person is bound for a 

godless eternity. With Christ, he has a God-filled destiny. Without Christ 

a person is dead in sin. With Christ he becomes one of God’s children.  

Water baptism symbolizes this change.   

 

When a person goes under the baptismal waters, it pictures his old, 

sinful self being buried in the grave with Christ in death. When he 

comes out of the water, it symbolizes that he is raised with Christ to new 

life that is lived for God instead of self. Romans 6:3-4 paints the picture,  
 
3 
Or do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into 

Christ Jesus have been baptized into His death? 
4 
Therefore we 

have been buried with Him through baptism into death, so that as 
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Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so 

we too might walk in newness of life.  

Through Christian baptism a person says, “My old life is buried, dead 

and gone, and my new life in Christ has begun. I have been immersed in 

Christ’s death, and now plan to live for Him in the glory of His 

resurrection.”  

 

Who should be baptized? 
Over and over the Bible makes it clear that only believers are to be 

baptized. Acts 2:38-41 states, 
 
38 

Peter said to them, "Repent, and each of you be baptized in the 

name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you will 

receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
39 

"For the promise is for you 

and your children and for all who are far off, as many as the Lord 

our God will call to Himself." 
40 

And with many other words he 

solemnly testified and kept on exhorting them, saying, "Be saved 

from this perverse generation!" 
41 

So then, those who had received 

his word were baptized; and that day there were added about three 

thousand souls.  

Notice in the above verses that people repented first and then were 

baptized (v38). Verse forty one confirms this when it says that those who 

had received his word were baptized.  Conversely, those who did not 

repent or receive Peter’s words were not baptized. 

 

Acts 8:35-38 is further support for believers-baptism. These verses tell 

the end of the story in which Philip meets and shares the gospel with an 

Ethiopian eunuch. God led Philip to the Ethiopian official. The official 

who was in a chariot and welcomed Philip and asked him questions 

about the book of Isaiah. Philip seized the opportunity and shared the 

good news of Christ. Listen to what happened in verses 35 through 38, 
 
35 

Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning from this Scripture 

he preached Jesus to him. 
36 

As they went along the road they came 
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to some water; and the eunuch said*, "Look! Water! What prevents 

me from being baptized?" 
37 

[And Philip said, "If you believe with 

all your heart, you may." And he answered and said, "I believe that 

Jesus Christ is the Son of God."] 
38 

And he ordered the chariot to 

stop; and they both went down into the water, Philip as well as the 

eunuch, and he baptized him.  

Once again, these verses make it clear that only believers are to be 

baptized. 

 

Does the Bible teach infant baptism? 
Infant baptism is not taught in the Bible. Those churches that practice 

infant baptism do so on a covenantal basis. They point to Colossians 

2:11,12 which states, 
 
11 

and in Him you were also circumcised with a circumcision made 

without hands, in the removal of the body of the flesh by the 

circumcision of Christ; 
12 

having been buried with Him in baptism, 

in which you were also raised up with Him through faith in the 

working of God, who raised Him from the dead.  

Those who baptize infants say these verses connect circumcision and 

baptism. Certainly the verses do discuss the spiritual circumcision of 

Christ and seem to relate it to baptism, but there is nothing to connect it 

with physical circumcision in the Old Testament. Those who support 

infant baptism seek to make this connection. They argue that since male 

Jewish infants were brought under the old covenant by circumcision, the 

infants of Christian parents should be brought under the new covenant 

through baptism. They further argue that just as Jewish babies who were 

circumcised on the eighth day did not understand what it meant to trust 

God, likewise it is not important that infants of Christian parents 

understand, either. These children, they say, will learn soon enough from 

their parents and others what it means to have a personal relationship 

with Christ. At that time they can confirm their baptism through a 

program of confirmation, as is practiced in some churches. 
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The problem with this argument for infant baptism is that it mounts its 

case from a passage that is obscure. In the estimation of many, infant 

baptism is based on a huge interpretive leap in which way too much is 

read into the text. Again, nothing is mentioned in the text about the 

physical circumcision of infants. It is all assumed. 

 

Another similar argument for infant baptism is found in 1 Corinthians 

7:14 which states,  

 

For the unbelieving husband is sanctified through his wife, and the 

unbelieving wife is sanctified through her believing husband; for 

otherwise your children are unclean, but now they are holy.  

 

Those who support infant baptism say this passage teaches that a 

believing parent somehow makes children holy, therefore making 

baptism appropriate. This is an incorrect interpretation of the verse. In 

context the verse is simply stating that if one of the parents in the home 

is a Christian, he or she can have a sanctifying influence on the rest of 

the family. The fact that one parent is a Christian and indwelt by the 

Holy Spirit, allows the Spirit to work in a greater way in the home. The 

verse in no way teaches that infants or unbelieving older children, or 

unbelieving spouses, for that matter, should be baptized. If this verse 

actually supported infant baptism, then it would also support the baptism 

of unbelieving spouses. This makes no sense at all. 

 

Another argument used by some who support infant baptism is their 

belief that Scripture teaches when adults in a family come to Christ, all 

the members of the family are to be baptized, even children. They use 

Acts 16:14-15 as an example.   
 
14 

A woman named Lydia, from the city of Thyatira, a seller of 

purple fabrics, a worshiper of God, was listening; and the Lord 

opened her heart to respond to the things spoken by Paul. 
15 

And 

when she and her household had been baptized, she urged us, 
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saying, "If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come 

into my house and stay." And she prevailed upon us.  

Notice the text says that Lydia opened her heart to God. It also says her 

whole household was baptized. Does this mean whole families are to be 

baptized when the head of the house believes? Absolutely not! This is an 

argument from silence. Even though the passage does not say the rest of 

Lydia’s family believed, it certainly does not say they didn’t believe! It 

also does not say there were children or infants involved. The rest of 

Lydia’s household may have been adults who all made the same 

commitment she did.   

 

An extension of the previous argument says during Bible times the head 

of the family often made decisions for the rest of the family. In other 

words, if the head of the household got baptized, he or she would direct 

the other members to do the same. A similar phenomenon has been 

reported in places like South Korea where the lines of authority are 

strong. It is reported that some military commanders who have become 

Christians have ordered their entire units to be baptized. Although this 

may be true, it does not make it proper. Baptism is a personal choice in 

response to coming to a saving knowledge of Christ. Once again, only 

believers are to be baptized.   

 

Another passage sometimes used by the proponents of infant baptism is 

Acts 16. They say it is another example of an entire household getting 

baptized because the head of the house believed. This chapter records 

the account of Paul, Silas, and Philippian jailer. Paul and Silas cast a 

demon out of a slave girl. The demon had caused the girl to do and say 

bizarre things. The girl’s owners had capitalized on this and used the girl 

to make money. After the demon was gone, the girl was normal, and her 

owners were out of business. In a fit or anger they dragged Paul and 

Silas before the local authorities. Listen to what happened next in verses 

twenty-two through thirty-three,    
 
22 

The crowd rose up together against them, and the chief 
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magistrates tore their robes off them and proceeded to order them 

to be beaten with rods. 
23 

When they had struck them with many 

blows, they threw them into prison, commanding the jailer to guard 

them securely; 
24 

and he, having received such a command, threw 

them into the inner prison and fastened their feet in the stocks. 
25 

But about midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns 

of praise to God, and the prisoners were listening to them; 
26 

and 

suddenly there came a great earthquake, so that the foundations of 

the prison house were shaken; and immediately all the doors were 

opened and everyone's chains were unfastened. 
27 

When the jailer 

awoke and saw the prison doors opened, he drew his sword and 

was about to kill himself, supposing that the prisoners had escaped. 
28 

But Paul cried out with a loud voice, saying, "Do not harm 

yourself, for we are all here!" 
29 

And he called for lights and rushed 

in, and trembling with fear he fell down before Paul and Silas, 
30 

and after he brought them out, he said, "Sirs, what must I do to be 

saved?" 
31 

They said, "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be 

saved, you and your household." 
32 

And they spoke the word of the 

Lord to him together with all who were in his house. 
33 

And he 

took them that very hour of the night and washed their wounds, 

and immediately he was baptized, he and all his household.  

Again, notice that the man’s entire household was baptized.  It sounds 

like another case of everyone getting baptized because the head of the 

house placed his faith in Christ. But before jumping to that conclusion, 

look at the next verse (v34),  

 

And he (the jailer) brought them (Paul and Silas) into his house 

and set food before them, and rejoiced greatly, having believed in 

God with his whole household.   

 

In this case it is clear that the rest of the jailer’s household was baptized, 

not because of the jailer’s faith, but because of their own faith! 
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The proponents of infant baptism also say Acts 2:38-41 supports infant 

baptism,   
 
38 

Peter said to them, "Repent, and each of you be baptized in the 

name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you will 

receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
39 

"For the promise is for you 

and your children and for all who are far off, as many as the Lord 

our God will call to Himself." 
40 

And with many other words he 

solemnly testified and kept on exhorting them, saying, "Be saved 

from this perverse generation!" 
41 

So then, those who had received 

his word were baptized; and that day there were added about three 

thousand souls.  

Notice in verse 38 that Peter invites folks to repent and be baptized.  In 

verse 39 he says the promise is for people and their children.  Those who 

support infant baptism say since it is a promise for people and their 

children, children should be baptized. Is this true? No! Look again at the 

text. Peter simply says that all people, no matter how many generations 

removed from the time the promise of salvation was made, can claim the 

promise if God calls them to Himself, i.e. if they are drawn to God, 

repent and confess their sins. Notice, too, that verse 41 reaffirms that 

only the ones who believed were baptized. 

 

When looking carefully at the various arguments used to support infant 

baptism, it seems they are weak at best. On the other hand, the support 

for believers-baptism is readily available and abundantly clear. 

 

Perhaps the real issue for those who support infant baptism is that they 

are afraid unbaptized babies will be separated from God if they die.  

They hope somehow infant baptism will ensure a baby’s salvation. In 

this regard it seems 2 Samuel 12 indicates that infants who die go to be 

with the Lord. You may recall that David committed adultery with 

Bathsheba who gave birth to a son. The child became very sick and died 

on the seventh day after it was born. In his grief David made a profound 

statement in 2 Samuel 12:22,23, 
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22 

He said, "While the child was still alive, I fasted and wept; for I 

said, 'Who knows, the Lord may be gracious to me, that the child 

may live.' 
23 

"But now he has died; why should I fast? Can I bring 

him back again? I will go to him, but he will not return to me."  

Because the above verses are part of Scripture, David’s statement was 

inspired by the Holy Spirit. In essence David was saying, “My child 

cannot come back to me, but someday when I die I will go to him in the 

presence of God.” In an indirect way David was stating that infants who 

die go to be with the Lord.   

 

It is interesting to note 2 Samuel 12:18 which specifically states that 

David’s child died on the seventh day after being born. Infants were not 

circumcised until the eighth day which means David’s child was 

uncircumcised; yet he still went to be with the Lord. This makes a strong 

argument for the salvation of young children today who die before the 

age of accountability. They, too, go to be with the Lord. This fact, makes 

infant baptism unnecessary. In addition, if baptism assured salvation for 

infants who died, salvation would be based on works. This scenario 

would leave in question the salvation of babies who died in childbirth.   

 

Just because it is inappropriate to baptize infants does not mean children 

cannot be baptized. If a child has clearly asked Christ to be his Lord and 

Savior, and can readily explain his decision, it is appropriate that he be 

baptized. It is, however, important for parents to be sure that their 

children have become believers in Christ before baptizing them.  

Carefully worded questions can help make this determination. 

 

Does a person need to be baptized in order to be saved? 
Some churches teach that people need to be baptized in order to be 

saved. They use Acts 2:38 as their proof text.   
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“And Peter said to them, "Repent, and let each of you be baptized 

in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and 

you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”   

 

They say the verse teaches that a person needs to repent and be 

baptized in order to be forgiven. The problem with this interpretation is 

that other passages in the New Testament clearly state forgiveness of 

sins is based on faith alone. Here are a few examples: 

 

John 3:16 states,
 
“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only 

begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have 

eternal life.” There is nothing in this verse about being baptized. It 

simply states that those who believe will have eternal life. 

 

John 3:36 says the same thing,
 
“He who believes in the Son has eternal 

life; but he who does not obey the Son will not see life, but the wrath of 

God abides on him.”  

 

John 1:12 agrees with the two verses mentioned above, “But as many as 

received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, 

even to those who believe in His name.”  

 

Romans 10:9 also confirms that faith, not baptism is essential for 

salvation, “if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in 

your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.”  

 

1 John 5:11-13 puts the icing on the cake,  

 
11 

And the testimony is this, that God has given us eternal life, and 

this life is in His Son. 
12 

He who has the Son has the life; he who 

does not have the Son of God does not have the life. 
13 

These 

things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of 

God, so that you may know that you have eternal life.  
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Even Peter, the one who spoke the words of Acts 2:38, confirms in Acts 

10:43 that salvation is based on faith alone,
 
“Of Him all the prophets 

bear witness that through His name everyone who believes in Him 

receives forgiveness of sins.”  

 

The best understanding of Acts 2:38, “
38 

Peter said to them, "Repent, 

and each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the 

forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit”  

is to see the phrase, “and let each of you be baptized in the name of 

Jesus Christ,” as parenthetical.  In other words it is not connected with 

the forgiveness of sins. There is good support for this. The verb repent is 

plural, as is the pronoun your in the clause “for the forgiveness of your 

sins.” Therefore repent and forgiveness must be linked. On the other 

hand, the clause, “and let each of you be baptized,” has the imperative 

“be baptized” which is singular. This sets it off from the rest of the 

verse as parenthetical. It is repentance which brings God’s forgiveness.  

 

Another passage sometimes used by those who believe a person needs to 

be baptized to be saved is Mark 16:16, “He who has believed and has 

been baptized shall be saved; but he who has disbelieved shall be 

condemned.” First it must be said that verses 9-20 in Mark chapter 

sixteen are questionable. Listen to what the editors of the New American 

Standard Study Bible say in their footnote, 

 

Serious doubt exists as to whether these verses belong to the 

Gospel of Mark. They are absent from important early manuscripts 

and display certain peculiarities of vocabulary, style and 

theological content that are unlike the rest of Mark. His Gospel 

probably ended at 16:8, or its original ending has been lost.
1
 

 

Simply put, if baptism were essential for salvation, a person who 

received Christ in the desert and was unable to be baptized because of 

                                                           
1

 The Zondervan NASB Study Bible, pg. 1455, Copyright 1999, The Zondervan Corporation 
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lack of water would be lost. The same is true of someone who received 

Christ on his death-bed and subsequently died before being baptized.  

Salvation would them be based on works; the work of getting baptized.  

Scripture makes it clear that works do not save a person.  Ephesians 2:8-

9 states, “
8 
For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not 

of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 
9 
not as a result of works, so that no 

one may boast.”  

 

Perhaps the most graphic illustration that baptism is not essential for 

salvation is found in the story of the thief on the cross. You may 

remember that two thieves were crucified with Jesus. Luke 23:39-43 

records the interaction between Jesus and the thieves, 

 
39 

One of the criminals who were hanged there was hurling abuse 

at Him, saying, "Are You not the Christ? Save Yourself and us!"  
40 

But the other answered, and rebuking him said, "Do you not 

even fear God, since you are under the same sentence of 

condemnation? 
41 

"And we indeed are suffering justly, for we are 

receiving what we deserve for our deeds; but this man has done 

nothing wrong." 
42 

And he was saying, "Jesus, remember me when 

You come in Your kingdom!" 
43 

And He said to him, "Truly I say 

to you, today you shall be with Me in Paradise."  

 

The first thief hurled abuse at Christ while the second asked Jesus to 

remember him when He came in His kingdom. It seems that this second 

thief put his faith in Christ while hanging on the cross. He obviously 

died without being baptized, and yet Jesus told him that he would be 

with Him that very day in Paradise. Amazing! 

 

If baptism does not save people, why baptize them? 
First it must be said again that only believers should be baptized!   

 

Although baptism does not save a person, Scripture indicates that people 

who believe in Christ should be baptized for a number of reasons.   
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1.  The example of Jesus 
Matthew 3:13-15 states that Jesus was 

baptized by John. He was not baptized 

because He needed to repent, He was 

baptized because, as the sinless Son of 

God, He needed to identify Himself with 

the ones (all humanity) for whom He 

would die. He was the righteous Messiah 

who died for unrighteous humans in 

order to fulfill the righteousness of God.  

This mission of righteousness could only 

be fulfilled by Him. Part of the mission 

was getting baptized. Listen to the words 

of Matthew 3:13-15, 
 
13 

Then Jesus arrived from Galilee at the Jordan coming to John, to 

be baptized by him. 
14 

But John tried to prevent Him, saying, "I 

have need to be baptized by You, and do You come to me?" 
15 

But 

Jesus answering said to him, "Permit it at this time; for in this way 

it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness." Then he permitted 

Him.  

If Jesus needed to be baptized as a sign of his willingness to take all of 

our sins upon Himself, how much more do we need to be baptized to 

symbolize our burial with Him in death, and our resurrection with Him 

to new life?! 

 

2.  The command of Jesus 
In the Great Commission found in Matthew 28:18-20 Jesus commanded 

His followers to baptize those who became His followers. The text 

states, 
 
18 

And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has 

been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 
19 

"Go therefore and 
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make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
20 

teaching them to observe 

all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to 

the end of the age."  

When Christians choose to be baptized after they receive Christ, they are 

showing their obedience to Christ’s directive. 

 

3.  It was the example of the early church 
Scripture indicates that when people became Christians they were 

baptized as the immediate next step. Acts 2:41 refers to those who 

became Christians on the day of Pentecost.  The text states, “So then, 

those who had received his word were baptized; and that day there were 

added about three thousand souls.”  

4.  It provides an opportunity for new Christians to be a public witness 
Those who are baptized have the opportunity of inviting saved and 

unsaved family and friends to observe their baptism. Before the baptism, 

the person being baptized is given the opportunity to share how God has 

changed, and is changing his life.  This testimony may be what God uses 

to draw others to Himself. 

 

Over and over we see in Scripture that people believed in Christ and 

were subsequently baptized.  Baptism for Christians is the right thing to 

do. 

 

Should people only be baptized in Jesus name? 
Some churches teach that believers should only be baptized in Jesus’ 

name. They use Acts 2:38 as support, “Peter said to them, "Repent, and 

each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness 

of your sins; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”  

Although this verse states that baptism may be done in Jesus’ name it 

does not say that baptism is to be done in Jesus’ name exclusively.  

Matthew 28:18-20 indicates that baptism may be done in the name 

(singular) of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Listen to the text, 
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18 

And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has 

been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 
19 

"Go therefore and 

make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
20 

teaching them to observe 

all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to 

the end of the age." 

 

Saying that baptism may only be done in Jesus’ name fails to look at the 

whole counsel of Scripture. Many pastors like to baptize people in the 

name of all three members of the Trinity; Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

 

Is immersion the only way people should be baptized? 
Although the word baptize means to immerse, there are some churches 

whose ministers choose to sprinkle or pour water over those they 

baptize.   

 

Pouring and later sprinkling became popular in areas where it wasn’t 

convenient to fully immerse people under water, or where there wasn’t 

sufficient water or time to do so. For example, if a person received 

Christ on his death-bed, immersing him in water might kill him. In such 

cases it seemed appropriate to symbolically baptize the person by 

sprinkling or pouring.  

 

When missionaries went to desert areas where large quantities of water 

were not  available, they often sprinkled new believers. If a large crowd 

of people came to Christ they might simply take some water and throw it 

out over the crowd symbolically baptizing all of them at once. 

 

If sufficient water is not available, or if people are dying and cannot 

physically be immersed, I personally believe God understands and 

allows sprinkling or pouring as a means of baptism.  If, however, water 

is available (which certainly is the case in most of the world) it only 

seems right for people to be immersed.  Immersion is what the word 
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baptize means. It is also in-line with the symbolism of being buried with 

Christ and raised to new life. 

 

Should those who were baptized as infants get re-baptized by 

immersion after they receive Christ? 
Although Scripture does not address this issue (probably because it was 

not an issue when the Bible was written), I think it is a good idea for 

people to get re-baptized. In this regard, let me share my own story. I 

was sprinkled as a baby in a Presbyterian church. I later became a 

Christian at the age of nineteen when I was in college. When I got saved, 

no one explained to me that I should be baptized. It wasn’t until I was in 

my early twenties and attending an evangelical church that I received 

instruction about Biblical baptism. As I prayed about the situation, it 

seemed clear to me that to be obedient to the Christ’s great commission 

(Matthew 28:18-20), I should get baptized as a believer. I talked to my 

pastor and he encouraged me in my decision. My subsequent baptism 

was a wonderful experience and brought great peace of mind. I didn’t 

have to wrestle with the issue any longer.    

 

Why didn’t Jesus baptize people? 
It is true that Jesus did not baptize people, but His disciples certainly did.  

John 4:1-3 states,   

 
1 
Therefore when the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that 

Jesus was making and baptizing more disciples than John 
2 

(although Jesus Himself was not baptizing, but His disciples were), 
3 
He left Judea and went away again into Galilee.  

Although the Bible does not tell us why Jesus did not baptize people, it 

may have been so no one could later say, “I was baptized by Jesus, and 

that makes me extra special. You should therefore listen to me. I am 

obviously superior to other people who were only baptized by one of the 

disciples.” To prevent such prideful, one-upmanship, Jesus simply chose 

not to baptize anyone.  He left all of the baptizing to His followers. 
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What is the difference/connection between water and Spirit baptism  
Although the Bible mentions two baptisms (water and Spirit) they really 

are inseparably linked. 1 Corinthians 12:13 states, “For by one Spirit we 

were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves 

or free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.” 

 

All believers are baptized into the 

body of Christ (the church) by the 

Holy Spirit. At the moment a person 

receives Christ he is baptized by the 

Holy Spirit. The only time this did not 

happen was at the beginning of the 

church age. God gave the Holy Spirit 

to different groups at different times 

in an attempt to unify the church.  He 

gave the Spirit to believing Jews on 

the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2).  Next 

He had the Samaritans, whom the 

Jews hated, get the baptism of the 

Holy Spirit in Acts 8. God had Jews present so they could see the 

Samaritans had received the same gift as they did. Next came the 

Gentiles who received the baptism of the Holy Spirit in Acts 10. Again, 

Jews were present so they could see that the Gentiles who believed were 

now their brothers in Christ. Finally in Acts 19 the disciples of John the 

Baptist received the baptism of the Holy Spirit. The church was now 

united. Since that time, every person who comes to Christ receives Holy 

Spirit baptism at the moment he or she believes (1 Corinthians 12:13). 

 

It might be said that, “Holy Spirit baptism is the reality, while water 

baptism is the symbol of that reality.” This means that there is really 

only one baptism, Spirit Baptism. Ephesians 4:4-6 confirms the fact that 

there is only one baptism.   

 
4 
There is one body and one Spirit, just as also you were called in 
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one hope of your calling; 
5 
one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 

6 
one 

God and Father of all who is over all and through all and in all.  

 

It is interesting to note that Holy Spirit baptism, which we can’t see 

(because it takes place inside the human soul), is the reality; and water 

baptism, which we can see, is only a symbol of that reality. God has an 

amazing sense of humor! There is however a passage in Scripture that 

mentions another type of baptism --- baptism by fire.  Listen to the 

words of John the Baptist in Matthew 3:11-12, 

 
11 

"As for me, I baptize you with water for repentance, but He who 

is coming after me is mightier than I, and I am not fit to remove 

His sandals; He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.       
12 

"His winnowing fork is in His hand, and He will thoroughly 

clear His threshing floor; and He will gather His wheat into the 

barn, but He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire."  

 

What did John the Baptist mean in verses eleven when he said Jesus 

would baptize us with the Holy Spirit and fire? The answer is found in 

verse twelve. Verse twelve speaks of coming judgment. When Jesus 

came the first time, He came to save people and baptize them with the 

Holy Spirit. When He comes back a second time (which is still in the 

future) he will bring the fire of judgment. In other words He will 

immerse the world in His judgment. 

 

Where should people get baptized? 
Some folks ask, “Is there a particular location that is appropriate for 

water baptism?” Can people only be baptized in church? Actually, 

anywhere there is adequate water (preferably clean and safe water) is an 

appropriate place for baptism. This might be in a church baptismal, a 

swimming pool, a lake, a river, or at the beach! There is even one church 

that baptizes folks in a horse trough. Where a person is baptized is not 

nearly as important as what happens at the baptism!   
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When should people be baptized? 
The example in the Bible is that people should be baptized soon after 

they believe. Scripture states that they believed and were baptized.  

The baptismal ceremony is a wonderful time for new Christians to share 

their testimony and take a public stand for Christ. It really strengthens 

their faith and gets them off to a good start! It also is greatly used by the 

Holy Spirit to encourage other Christians in their own faith, and to draw 

non-Christians to God. 

 

Who may baptize people? 
Scripture does not say it has to be a pastor.  Although the pastor of a 

church may perform most of the baptisms, I personally think it is special 

for parents to baptize their own children. 

  

Final thoughts 
I hope this study has been helpful in laying out the biblical teaching on 

baptism.  If you are a believer and have been baptized, praise God.  If 

you are a believer and have not been baptized, I encourage you to take 

any questions you have to your pastor, and to set a time in the near 

future to be baptized! 

 

May the Lord bless you mightily as you follow Him! 
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Reflection Questions 
 

 

1.  What does the word baptize mean? Pg 7,8 

 

2.  What is “Biblical baptism”? Pg 8-11 

 

3.  Who should be baptized? Pg 11,12 

 

4.  Does the Bible teach infant baptism? Pg 12-17  

 

5.  Does a person need to be baptized in order to be saved? Pg 17-20 

 

6.  If baptism does not save people, why baptize them? Pg 20-22 

 

7.  Should people only be baptized in Jesus’ name? Pg 22,23 

 

8.  Is Immersion the only way people should be baptized? Pg 23,24 

 

9.  Should those who were baptized as infants get re-baptized by 

immersion once they come to Christ? Pg 24 

 

10. Why didn’t Jesus baptize people? Pg 24 

 

11. What’s the difference between water and Spirit baptism? Pg 25,26 

 

12. Where should people be baptized? Pg 26 

 

13. When should people be baptized? Pg 27 

 

14. Who should baptized people? Pg 27 

 


