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Welcome to the Answers Course 

 

Today many people have legitimate questions about religion. 

They want to know such things as: 
 

- Does God Exist? 

- Is the Bible God’s Word? 
- Is Jesus the Son of God? 

- Is the resurrection true? 

- If there is a God, why do evil, suffering, and pain exist? 
- Has science disproved the Bible? What about evolution? 

- How is Christianity different from other religions? 

- How does a person get to heaven? 

 

People don’t want to believe things on blind faith; they want 
reasonable answers. If you are honestly looking for answers, The 

Answers Course is for you. It has been designed to give solid 

answers to many of life’s important questions. 
 

As you go through the course, hopefully many of your questions 

will get answered, and you will see why believing in God is not 
a blind leap of faith, but a reasonable step of faith. 

 

In addition, as you go through the course there may be other 
questions that come to mind. Bring them up and hopefully they, 

too, can be answered in a reasonable fashion. The only bad 

question is the one that is not asked.  
 

I believe God gave us our minds so we could think and learn. 

Part of the learning process is asking questions and seeking 
answers. In this regard, I hope this material is helpful to you. 

 

Sincerely,   
 

Chris Losey  



4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

\ 

 

 

1 Peter 3:15 (NASB)  
15 

but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready 

to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account 
for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence. 
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 How does a person get to heaven? 
 

 
 

Do all roads lead to heaven? 

As a new chaplain in the 
military, my first duty station 

was Nellis Air Force Base in 

Las Vegas, Nevada. Nine 
chaplains served on the staff, 

and the head chaplain was a 

Jewish rabbi. The rabbi was a 
gracious man and good boss. 

Although we all worked in the 

same chapel complex, each 
faith group (Protestants, 

Catholics and Jews) had 

separate programs. 
 

I’ll never forget the first time 

the rabbi came to my office. I 
had just arrived and was unpacking my boxes of professional 

books. Everything was in disarray. As the rabbi entered, his gaze 

scanned the room and landed on a Jewish tract laying on the 
corner of my desk. Picking it up He read the title, “Shalom” (the 

Jewish for peace). He smiled, opened the tract, and began 
reading silently. The tract was designed to tell Jews about 

Christianity. His smile  turned into a bit of a frown as he looked 

up and said, “I’m bothered by tracts that target other religious 
groups.”  

 

I thought this encounter would harm our relationship but it 
didn’t. For the next two years as we served together, we both did 

our best to treat each other with respect and kindness. 
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On another occasion we had an in-depth discussion on the 
subject of salvation. This time it took place in the rabbi’s office. 

He asked me if I really believed that Jesus was the only way to 

heaven. I told him, “Yes.” He then told me he had a different 
view. In his opinion, getting to heaven was like climbing a 

mountain. Jews were going up one side of the mountain, 

Christians up another, Hindus up a third route, and so on. Even 
though each part of the mountain looked a bit different, one day, 

all the groups would meet at the top in the presence of God. At 

that time they would realize they were all on the right path. 

 

In the rabbi’s view, the problem came when groups (like 

Christians) began traversing the mountain trying to convince 
other groups they were headed the wrong way. What each group 

needed to do was to leave the other groups alone and simply 

head up the mountain. Time spent traversing was wasted time, 
and could be spent more productively heading uphill. In 

addition, trying to convince other religions they were going in 
the wrong direction, only clouded the issue and created ill will. 
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Everyone needed to leave everyone else alone and mind his or 

her own business. 
 

Several years later in another setting 

and with a different person, I heard a 
similar illustration. I was riding in the 

front seat of a hearse on the way to a 

funeral. As we crossed the Golden 
Gate Bridge, I asked the driver his 

opinion regarding who  would be in 

heaven. He responded by describing 
a beautiful stained glass window. He 

believed the different pieces of glass 

– all different shapes, sizes, and 
colors – represented the different 

religious groups. Even though each 

group had its own beliefs, God would 
welcome them all into His presence.  

 

Although both of the above illustrations are thought provoking, 
are they true? Do all roads lead to God? Will God welcome all 

people  into His presence no matter what they believe? These are 

two of the key questions that will be answered in this study 
entitled, “How does a person get to heaven?” 

 

What do different religious groups teach about salvation? 

In order to determine if all roads lead to God, it is helpful to get 

a basic understanding of what different religions groups believe.  
Here are brief summaries of the five major world religions and 

various modern-day religions.  

 
The majority of the following information comparing the various 

religions is taken from a pamphlet entitled Christianity, Cults 

and Religions distributed by Rose Publishing. The pamphlet 
identifies each group’s founder and key writings, as well as 
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summarizes each group’s beliefs about God, Jesus, the Holy 

Spirit, salvation, and life after death. Other helpful books on the 
topic are So What’s the Difference by Fritz Ridenour, and 

Kingdom of the Cults by Walter Martin. 

 

Major World Religions – Brief Summaries 
 

Biblical Christianity – Christianity was 
founded by Jesus Christ approximately AD 

30-33 in the Judean province of Palestine.
1
 

Christians follow the teachings of the Bible 
that they believe is God’s inspired Word. 

They also believe Jesus is God’s Son, part of 

the Trinity of Father, Son and Holy Spirit. In 
addition, they believe Jesus came to die for 

the sins of the world. Christians claim Jesus 

rose from the dead on the third day after He 
was crucified. Even though all people have a sin nature (a 

natural bent toward sinning), each person can be saved by 

placing his or her faith in God. It is God’s grace (God’s 
unmerited favor), not good works that saves a person. A person 

must believe in his heart that Jesus died for his sins and 

physically rose from the dead. Believing in Jesus involves more 
than one’s intellect, it means making a personal commitment to 

follow Christ in ones daily life. This means living by biblical 

principles and obeying the inner promptings of the Holy Spirit 
who indwells Christians at the moment of salvation. When a 

person places his faith in Christ in this way, he is saved. People 
who are truly saved, cannot lose their salvation. At the moment 

of physical death, the spirit of saved people goes directly into 

God’s presence. One day the physical bodies of Christians will 
be resurrected even if they have decomposed or have been 

cremated. These bodies will be changed into immortal, glorified 

bodies, be reunited with their spirits, and spend eternity with 
God in heaven. 
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Buddhism – Buddhism was founded by 
Buddha (Siddhartha Gautama) in India 

about 525 BC. Buddhism is an offshoot 

of Hinduism. It follows the teachings 
found in the Tripitaka (Three Baskets) 

that has more than 100 volumes. 

Buddhists do not believe a person has a 
soul or spirit. They also do not believe 

in heaven or hell. A person’s feelings 

and desires may be reincarnated into 
another person. The goal of life according to Buddhists is 

nirvana, to eliminate all desires or cravings, and in this way be 

able to escape suffering. The Eightfold Path is a system to free 
Buddhists from desiring anything.

2
 The Eightfold Path includes: 

right viewpoint, right aspiration, right speech, right behavior, 

right occupation, right effort, right mindfulness and right 
meditation. Buddha promised that all who follow this path 

would reach nirvana.
3
 

 
Hinduism – Hinduism has no single founder. 

It has many sects and began around 1800-

1000 BC in India. Hindus follow the 
teachings found in the Vedas (oldest writings 

from about 1000 BC), the Upanishads, and 

the Bhagavad-Gita. After a person dies, 
Hindus believe he is reincarnated into a 

better status (good karma) if the person has 
behaved well. If not, he can be reborn and 

pay for past sins (bad karma) by suffering. 

Hindus believe that salvation is the release 
from the cycles of reincarnation. This is 

achieved through Yoga and meditation. The 

process can take many lifetimes. Final salvation is absorption or 
union with Brahman,

4
 the Hindu creator god.  
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Islam – The man Muhammad founded Islam 
about AD 610 in Mecca and Medina. The 

current headquarters is in Mecca, Saudi 

Arabia. Islam’s main sects are Sunni and 
Shi’ite. Muslims (followers of Islam) follow 

the teachings of the Qur’an (Koran) and the 

Hadith (their tradition). They believe their 
god, Allah, sent Muhammad into the world as 

his prophet with the true teachings so that Islam could rule the 

world. Islam is more than a religion it is a culture that controls 
every aspect of life (religious, political, economic, social, etc.) in 

Islamic countries. According to Islam there are two groups of 

people in the world: “the house of Islam” made up of those who 
follow Islamic teachings, and “the house of war” made up of 

everyone else. It is up to Muslims to fight against the rest of the 

world (those in the house of war) until they are brought into 
submission to Allah. Muslims believe that humans are basically 

good, but fallible and in need of guidance. The balance between 

good and bad deeds determines eternal destiny in paradise or 
hell. God’s mercy may tip the balance, but it is arbitrary and 

uncertain. Muslims believe that if a person dies in battle for the 

cause of Allah his soul goes directly to paradise. Muslims 
believe in the resurrection of the body and a final judgment. 

Those who believe in Islam will receive eternal rewards. Those 

who reject Islam (infidels) will suffer eternally in hell.
5
 

 

Judaism – Judaism’s founder is 
Abraham. The religion began in 

approximately 2000 BC in the Middle 

East. Jews follow the Tanakh (Old 
Testament), and especially the Torah (the 

first 5 books of the Old Testament), and 

the Talmud (explanation of the Tanakh). 
Some Jews believe that prayer, 
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repentance, and obeying the Law are necessary for salvation. 

Others believe that salvation is the improvement of society. 
Some Jews also believe there will be a physical resurrection. The 

obedient will live forever with God, and the unrighteous will 

suffer. Some Jews do not believe in a conscious life after death.
6
 

 

Modern Religions – Brief Summaries 

 
Baha’i World Faith – Baha’i was founded by Mizra Ali 

Muhammed (the Bab) and Mizra Husayn Ali (Baha’u’llah) in 

1844 in Iran. The current headquarters is in Haifa, Israel. Those 
in the Baha’i faith follow the writings of Baha’u’llah and 

Abdu’l-Baha known as the Kitab-i-Aqdas and Kitab-i-lqan. 

They also follow the Bible as spiritually interpreted to conform 
to Baha’i theology. Those who follow Baha’i believe salvation 

comes from faith in the manifestation of God (Baha’u’llah), and 

knowing and living by Baha’u’llah’s principles and teachings. 
Personal immortality is based on good works, with rewards for 

the faithful. Heaven and hell are conditions, not places. To those 

in the Baha’i faith, Jesus is just one of many manifestations of 
God. Each manifestation supersedes the previous, giving new 

teachings. Jesus, who superseded Moses, was superseded by 

Muhammad, and most recently by the greatest manifestation, 
Baha’u’llah, who supposedly is Jesus returned to earth.

7
   

 

Christian Science – Christian Science was founded in 1875 by 
Mary Baker Eddy in Massachusetts, which is the current 

headquarters. Christian Scientists follow the book Science and 
Health, With Key to the Scriptures written by Mrs. Eddy. They 

also follow other miscellaneous writings. Christian Scientists see 

the Bible as unreliable when compared with Mrs. Eddy’s 
writings. According to Christian Science, humanity is already 

eternally saved. Sin, evil, sickness, and death are not real, and 

heaven and hell are just states of mind. The way to reach heaven 
is by attaining harmony (oneness with God).

8
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Hare Krishna – This religion was founded in 1965 in New York 
by Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada. It is based on Hindu 

teachings from the AD 1500s. Those who follow Hare Krishna 

believe constantly chanting Krishna’s name, having total 
devotion to Krishna, worshipping images, and obeying the rules 

of ISKCON (International Society for Krishna Consciousness) 

throughout many reincarnated lives, releases a follower from bad 
karma. Those who are unenlightened continue in endless 

reincarnation (rebirth on earth) based on the sinful acts of their 

previous lives.
9
 

 

Jehovah’s Witnesses – The Jehovah’s Witness religion was 

founded by Charles Taze Russell in 1879 in Pennsylvania, with 
the current headquarters in Brooklyn, New York. Jehovah’s 

Witnesses follow all current Watchtower publications, including 

the New World Translation of the Bible, Reasoning from the 
Scriptures, You Can Live Forever in Paradise on Earth, and the 

Watchtower and Awake! magazines. They believe a person must 

be baptized as a Jehovah’s Witness in order to be saved. Most 
followers must earn everlasting life on earth by “door-to-door 

work.” Salvation in heaven is limited to 144,000 “anointed 

ones.” This number has already been reached. The 144,000 will 
live as spirits in heaven. The rest of the righteous known as “the 

great crowd,” live on earth, where they must obey God perfectly 

for 1000 years or be annihilated.
10

 
 

Mormonism – Mormonism was founded in 1830 by Joseph 
Smith, Jr. in New York. The present headquarters is in Salt Lake 

City. Mormons follow the Book of Mormon, Doctrine and 

Covenants, The Pearl of Great Price, and the King James 
Version of the Bible as properly interpreted by Mormon leaders. 

Mormons, also known as Latter-day Saints, believe they are 

resurrected by grace, but saved (exalted to godhood) by works, 
including faithfulness to church leaders, Mormon baptism, 
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tithing, ordination, marriage, and secret temple rituals. They 

believe there is no eternal life without Mormon membership. 
Eventually nearly everyone goes to one of three separate 

heavenly kingdoms, with some achieving godhood. Apostates 

and murderers go to “outer darkness.”
11

 
 

New Age – The New Age movement was popularized in part by 

actress Shirley MacLaine in the 1980s and 1990s. It is based on 
Eastern mystics, Hinduism and paganism. New-agers have no 

holy book, but use selected Bible passages, I Ching, Hindu, 

Buddhist, Taoist writings, and Native American beliefs. They 
also follow writings on astrology, mysticism and magic. They 

teach the need to offset bad karma with good karma. Human 

reincarnations occur until a person reaches oneness with God. 
There is no literal heaven or hell, and there is no eternal life as a 

resurrected person.
12

 

 
Scientology – Scientology was founded in 1954 by L. Ron 

Hubbard in California. Its current headquarters is in Los 

Angeles. Scientologists follow the book Dianetics: The Modern 
Science of Mental Health written by their founder. Those who 

follow scientology believe there is no sin or need to repent. 

Salvation is freedom from reincarnation. One must work with an 
“auditor” on his “engrams” (hang-ups) to achieve the state of 

“clear,” then progress up the “bridge to total freedom.” To 

scientologists, hell is a myth. People who get clear of engrams 
become operating thetans.

13
  

 
Spiritualism (Spiritism) – Spiritism is an ancient belief 

popularized by the sisters Kate and Margaret Fox in 1848 in 

Hydesville, New York. This group follows various writings 
including the Spiritualist Manual, Aquarian Gospel of Jesus the 

Christ, Oahspe, and others. Those who follow Spiritism believe 

a person’s life continues in the spirit world after he dies. There 
his spirit may progress from one level to another. Heaven and 
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hell are just states of mind. Knowledge and good works enhance 

one’s status in the afterlife. Some of those in the Spiritualism 
religion believe in reincarnation.

14
 

 

T.M. (Transcendental Meditation) – T.M. was founded in 1959 
in California by Maharishi Mahesh Yogi. It is based on 

Hinduism and yoga. This group follows the Hindu scriptures 

including the Bhagavad-Gita, Meditations of Maharishi Mahesh 
Yogi, and Science of Being and the Art of Living. According to 

T.M., humans have forgotten their inner divinity. Salvation 

consists of doing good in excess of evil in order to evolve to the 
highest state through reincarnation. In this religion there is no 

heaven or hell, only the ultimate loss of self into union with 

Brahman,
15

 the Hindu creator or the universe. 
 

Unification Church – The Unification Church was founded by 

Sun Myung Moon in 1954 in South Korea with the current 
headquarters in New York City. Moonies (followers of Mr. 

Moon) subscribe to the writings of their founder. These include 

the Divine Principle, Outline of the Principles and Level 4. They 
also claim to follow the Bible, but claim it is not the truth itself, 

but a textbook teaching the truth. According to the Unification 

Church, salvation is achieved by obedience to and acceptance of 
the True Parents (Moon and his wife). This supposedly 

eliminates sin and results in perfection. After death, a person 

goes to the spirit world. There is no resurrection. Members 
advance by convincing others to follow Sun Myung Moon who 

claims that everyone will be saved, even Satan.
16

 
 

Unity (School of Christianity) – Unity was founded by Charles 

and Myrtle Fillmore in 1889 in Kansas City, Missouri. Unity 
follows Unity magazine, Lessons in Truth, Metaphysical Bible 

Dictionary, and the Bible (although the Bible is not viewed as 

reliable as other writings). Salvation comes from believing that 
every person is as much a Son of God as Jesus is. There is no 
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evil, no devil, no sin, no poverty, and no old age. A person is 

reincarnated until he learns these truths and becomes perfect. 
Death is simply the result of wrong thinking. A person moves to 

a different body through reincarnation until he reaches 

enlightenment. According to Unity, there is no heaven or hell.
17

 

 

Is there only one way to heaven? 
In reviewing the above teachings, all but one of the various 
religions either deny the literal existence of heaven, or have a 

system of works by which a person can try to earn his way there. 

Only Biblical Christianity says heaven is a free gift to those who 
place their faith in Christ.  

 

This raises several questions – Is Christianity correct? Is there a 
heaven, and is Jesus the only way there? Is there any real 

evidence to support the claims of Christianity? Is there anything 

that sets Christianity apart as more believable than other 
religions? The answer to all the questions is yes! 

 

If God and heaven are real, it is logical that God would do 
something unique to show humankind the truth about Himself 

and the way to heaven. That is 

precisely what He did with 
Jesus. God the Father sent 

Christ the Son to earth to be 

born, to live, to die and to 
conquer death. Death, perhaps 

more than anything else, has 
struck fear into the hearts of 

humans through the ages. It is 

final and mysterious.   
 

By rising from the dead on the 

third day after His crucifixion, 
Jesus proved He is what He 
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claims to be – God in human flesh. As such, He says He is the 

only way to heaven. If Jesus is God, then what He says can be 
trusted. 

 

Other religious leaders who teach about God and heaven, have 
done nothing comparable to the resurrection to back up their 

claims. In fact, Muhammad, Buddha, Joseph Smith, Mary Baker 

Eddy, Charles and Myrtle Fillmore, L. Ron Hubbard, and the 
like are all dead. The other religious leaders still alive today, will 

die. None but Jesus has risen bodily from the dead. 

 
This raises another question – is there solid evidence for an 

historical resurrection? Again, the answer is yes. There is more 

evidence for the resurrection of Jesus Christ than for any other 
event in ancient history. Whole books have been written about it. 

Although skeptics through the ages have tried to disprove the 

resurrection, none have been successful, and many have come to 
a saving knowledge of Christ in the process. The resurrection 

stands as undeniable truth. If you have not read the Answers 

Course booklet entitled Is the Resurrection true? you are 
encouraged to get it and read it. The evidence in favor of the 

resurrection is overwhelming.   

 
No wonder Jesus was able to say in John 14:6, “I am the way, 

and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father, but 

through Me.” In this verse He did not say He was a way to 
heaven – Jesus said He was the way. He did not say He was a 

truth about God, He said He was the truth. He did not say He 
was one of many options regarding life. He said He was the life. 

He didn’t say that people could take many paths to God. He said 

no one comes to the Father but through Him! 
 

Some people are angered by Jesus’ statement about Himself. 

They accuse Him of arrogance or narrow-mindedness. But, if 
Jesus conquered death, thus proving His Deity, His statement is 
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not arrogant or narrow-minded, it is fact. No amount of 

reasoning, complaining, arguing or denying will change it. 
 

Consider that people need to breath air to live. If an astronaut 

thought this was too restrictive, and decided to remove his 
helmet while walking on the moon he would die. No amount of 

complaining or arguing would change the fact that there are 

certain parameters he needs to abide by in order to remain alive. 
So it is with Jesus. He is the only way to eternal life. 

 

In order to fully understand why Jesus is the only way to heaven, 
it is important to start from the beginning of the Bible in the 

book of Genesis and to review the spiritual history of humans. 

 

The Garden of Eden 

You may remember the biblical account 

of God creating Adam and Eve.  He 
placed them in a beautiful garden and 

gave them everything they needed for 

life and happiness.  Their only 
prohibition was to refrain from eating 

fruit from the tree of the knowledge of 

good and evil.   
 

And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, “From 

any tree of the garden you may eat freely; but from the tree 
of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in 

the day that you eat from it you shall surely die.”  (Gen 
2:16-17) 

 

Rather than heeding God’s warning, Eve succumbed to Satan’s 
temptation, ate the fruit, and gave some to Adam who also ate.  

Genesis 3:1-7 records the incident, 
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Now the serpent was more crafty than any beast of the field 

which the LORD God had made. And he said to the 
woman, “Indeed, has God said, ‘You shall not eat from 

any tree of the garden’?” And the woman said to the 

serpent, “From the fruit of the trees of the garden we may 
eat; but from the fruit of the tree which is in the middle of 

the garden, God has said, ‘You shall not eat from it or 

touch it, lest you die.’” And the serpent said to the woman, 
“You surely shall not die!  For God knows that in the day 

you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be 

like God, knowing good and evil.” When the woman saw 
that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to 

the eyes, and that the tree was desirable to make one wise, 

she took from its fruit and ate; and she gave also to her 
husband with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both of them 

were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and 

they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loin 
coverings. 

 

It is interesting that after Adam and Eve sinned, they did not die 
physically. Did God not mean what He said, “For in the day that 

you eat from it you shall surely die.”? Yes, He did. Actually, at 

the moment Adam and Eve ate from the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil they began to die physically; the aging process set 

in, and their days on earth were numbered. Before they ate, they 

could have lived indefinitely on the earth.   
 

Physical and spiritual death 

Along with the beginnings of physical death, Adam and Eve 

died spiritually; they became spiritually separated from God. 

The distinction between physical and spiritual death is important 
to understand. Physical death may be defined as the separation 

of the spirit from the body at the moment a person’s bodily 

systems shut down. Spiritual death, on the other hand, is the 
separation of a person’s spirit from God. It is possible for a 
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person to be physically alive and spiritually dead. This was the 

case with Adam and Eve. 
 

The curse and the coming Messiah 

After Eve and Adam sinned, God pronounced a curse on them 
and on the serpent. This curse is found in Genesis 3:14-17. 

Notice especially what God says to the serpent, Satan.    

 
And the LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have 

done this, cursed are you more than all cattle, and more 

than every beast of the field; On your belly shall you go, 
and dust shall you eat all the days of your life; And I will 

put enmity between you and the woman, and between your 

seed and her seed; He shall bruise you on the head, and 
you shall bruise him on the heel.” To the woman He said, 

“I will greatly multiply your pain in childbirth, in pain you 

shall bring forth children; yet your desire shall be for your 
husband, and he shall rule over you.”  Then to Adam He 

said, “Because you have listened to the voice of your wife, 

and have eaten from the tree about which I commanded 
you, saying, ‘You shall not eat from it’; cursed is the 

ground because of you; in toil you shall eat of it all the 

days of your life.” 
 

Regarding Satan, God said there would be enmity (hatred) 

between the woman and him. God would send someone who 
would receive a bruised heel, but in the process would bruise  

(crush) Satan’s head. This prophecy refers to the promised 
Messiah who would come to destroy the power of Satan even 

though it seemed Satan had the victory. This was fulfilled in the 

crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus Christ. When Jesus was 
crucified, it seemed Satan was victorious, but when Christ rose 

from the dead on the third day, it was clear He had crushed 

Satan’s power! Having a bruised heel is not a fatal injury. 
Having a crushed head is!   
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From that first prophecy, God made it clear He intended to send 
a Savior who would break the curse of sin on the human race. 

The Old Testament prophets spoke of a coming Messiah. Jesus 

was the fulfillment of those prophecies.   
 

Understanding sin and its consequences 

When sin entered the world through the first man and woman, 
the whole creation was affected. Sin separated man spiritually 

from God. Isaiah 59:2 states, “But your iniquities have made a 

separation between you and your God, and your sins have 
hidden His face from you, so that He does not hear.” In short, 

sin separates people from God. Humans are on one side of a 

spiritual chasm and God is on the other. See F-1. 
 

 

Father 
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n 
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Isaiah 59:2 

Sin separates 

humans from God. 

F-1 

Sin separates people from God. It is like 

all people are on one side of a spiritual 

chasm and God is on the other. 

God 

1. All have 

sinned  - Rm 3:23 

2. The wage of sin 

is death - Rm 6:23 

3. It is appointed 

for men to die once 

and then comes      

judgment.          
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Through the seed of the man, sin passed to all subsequent 

generations so that the Bible rightly states, “For all have sinned 
and fall short of the glory of God” (Rom 3:23). Simply put, 

every human has sinned and is under sin’s curse.  

 
To sin means to miss the mark. Picture 

a target. Rather than hitting the bull’s-

eye with our thoughts, words, and 
actions (the arrows of life), we often 

fall short of God’s best. We think, say 

and do things that dishonor God. Each 
of us has missed the mark to a greater 

or lesser degree. This makes us all 

guilty.  
 

James 2:10 reveals, “For whoever keeps the whole law and yet 

stumbles in one point, he has become guilty of all.” Even one sin 
makes a person guilty before a holy and perfect God.   

 

The truth is, we are not sinners because we sin, we sin because 
we are sinners. Every person, since the creation of Adam and 

Eve, has been born with a sin-nature passed on from those first 

parents. A person’s sin nature is his bent toward sin. This sin-
nature is clearly seen even in small children. Parents spend much 

of there time teaching children the right things to do because the 

wrong comes quite naturally.  
 

Romans 6:23 goes on to say, “For the wages of sin is death...”  
Just like men are paid a wage for work, God pays a wage for sin. 

That wage is death; spiritual separation from Him. Each of us is 

under this condemnation unless we have our sin removed. 
 

Coming judgment 

Hebrews 9:27 further states, “And inasmuch as it is appointed 
for men to die once and after this comes judgment.” All people 
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will die physically and then be judged. Each person has an 

appointment with death. God in His omniscience (His ability to 
know everything – past, present and future) knows the exact day, 

hour and second we will take our last breath. 

 
As long as a person is alive he has the opportunity to have his 

sins forgiven. But if he dies physically before his sins are 

washed away, he will be eternally separated from God in Hell.   

 

Many people have a great misconception about what happens 

after death. They believe everyone automatically goes either to 
heaven or into a state of nothingness where there is no conscious 

existence. This, however, is not what the Bible teaches. Instead, 

Scripture clearly indicates that those who die without Christ go 
into an eternal, conscious existence away from God. This is a 

place of torment, suffering and pain. 

 
I have attended many funerals where people gave glowing 

eulogies about the deceased even though it was clear the 

deceased did not believe in God. The people said things like, “I 
know old Joe will go to heaven because he was a wonderful 

husband and father,” or, “I know Sally is in a better place 

because she did so many kind acts.” As nice as these words 
sound, and as much as people hope they are true, they do not 

square with the Bible. If the Bible is God’s Word, and all 

evidence indicates that it is, the real question is not, “What do I 
believe is true in regard to heaven?” but instead “What does the 

Bible teach?”   
 

Bridges that won’t get a person into heaven  

Mankind has tried to build many bridges to God, but none of 
them make it across the spiritual ravine.  

 

First, the Bible makes it clear that doing good deeds doesn’t get 
anyone to heaven. There is no doubt God wants us to do good 
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things, but Ephesians 2:8,9 makes it clear, good works won’t 

save anyone,  
 

For by grace you have been 

saved through faith; and that 
not of yourselves, it is the gift 

of God; not as a result of 

works, that no one should 
boast. 

 

If we could be saved by good 
works, we could boast about it, but 

no one will boast when they stand 

in front of God. Actually, as good 
as our good works are, they are 

really like filthy rags before a holy 

God. Isaiah 64:6 confirms this 
fact, 

 

For all of us have become like one who is unclean, and all 
our righteous deeds are like a filthy garment; and all of us 

wither like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us 

away. 
 

Some men try to bridge the gap between man and God through 

religion. They go to religious meetings, pray, serve or give to 
worthy causes. As good as these things are, they are religious 

works, and it has already been shown that works cannot save a 
person. 

    

Morality is another way men try to bridge the gap. There is no 
doubt God wants us to live moral lives. The problem is, none of 

us can. We may live morally most of the time, but we will all sin 

sometime. Scripture teaches that even one sin makes us guilty of 
God’s judgment (James 2:10).  
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Another way men try to bridge the gap is through philosophy. 
They think by embracing some belief system outside the Bible 

they will be saved. What they fail to realize is that no matter 

how someone looks at life he is still a sinner and his sin 
separates him from God.   

 

It is easy for people today to get caught up in all sorts of belief 
systems that take them captive and keep them from discovering 

the forgiveness of sins that only comes through Christ. 

Colossians 2:8 says, 
 

See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy 

and empty deception, according to the tradition of men, 
according to the elementary principles of the world, rather 

than according to Christ. 

 
No bridge other than Christ will get a person to God. Good 

works, religion, morality, and philosophy all fall short. Some 

people aren’t willing to accept this truth because they 
desperately want to earn their way to heaven. The fact is, they 

can’t earn their way.  

 
It is interesting how many people aren’t willing to accept help 

from others. They are perfectly willing to give help, but their 

own pride often keeps them from accepting help themselves. In 
order to come to God a person has to put his pride aside and 

admit he is powerless to earn his own way to heaven. For some 
people who have a lot of money, possessions or worldly success, 

this is a hard pill to swallow. They have been used to solving 

their own problems and making their own way in life. They have 
a hard time accepting the fact they can’t earn salvation. Their 

hard work may get them great rewards in this life, but it will not 

get them into the next. If people want to spend eternity with God 
they have to humble themselves and admit they need God’s help. 
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F-2 shows a summary of the plan of salvation to this point.  
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Religion 

Philosophy 
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Man cannot bridge the gap 

between himself and God. 

God 

 
 

 

Jesus is the only way to heaven 

Romans 5:8,9 states,  

 
But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that 

while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.  Much more 

then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be 
saved from the wrath of God through Him. 

 

While we were spiritually dead in sin, God made a way for us to 
get to Him. That way is Jesus Christ. Jesus came to die for our 

sin in order that He might bring us to God. 1 Peter 3:18 states,  
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For Christ also died for sins once for all, the just for the 

unjust, in order that He might bring us to God, having 
been put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit; 

 

Even though Jesus died in order to bring us to God, salvation is 
not automatic. It comes through faith.  

 

Head and heart belief 

John 3:16-18 states, 

 

For God so loved the world, that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not 

perish, but have eternal life. For God did not send the Son 

into the world to judge the world, but that the world should 
be saved through Him. He who believes in Him is not 

judged; he who does not believe has been judged already, 

because he has not believed in the name of the only 
begotten Son of God. 

 

In order to be saved a person must believe in Christ. If all a 
person has to do is believe, it is critical to understand what the 

word believe means. In John 3:16 Believe means two things. 

First it means head-belief, believing something intellectually. 
Second it means heart-belief, being wholeheartedly committed 

to it. The difference between these two can be understood 

through the illustration of a footbridge spanning a deep canyon. 
A person could say, “I believe the bridge will hold me.” This is 

head-belief. To really believe in the bridge he must actually 
walk across it. Only then has he exercised wholehearted 

commitment (heart-belief). 

 
Putting ones faith in Christ is more than having head-belief.  

James 2:19 states, “You believe that God is one. You do well; the 

demons also believe, and shudder.”  The demons have head-
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belief in God, but they do not follow Him, and in the end they 

will be doomed to Hell. 
 

It is only when a person commits to follow Christ 

wholeheartedly that he truly believes.  The good thing is, unlike 
a footbridge, Jesus will never fail. 

 

Receiving Jesus as Lord and Savior 

But how does a person make this commitment to follow Jesus?  

John 1:12 states that it is done by receiving Christ, “But as many 

as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children 
of God, even to those who believe in His name.” 

 

How does a person receive Christ? Romans 10:9-11 states that 
he does it through prayer. 

 

If you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe 
in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you shall 

be saved; for with the heart man believes, resulting in 

righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting 
in salvation. For the Scripture says, "Whoever believes in 

Him will not be disappointed." 

 
Notice what comes out of the mouth must also be in the heart. A 

person confesses with his mouth, but believes in his heart. 

Notice, too, a person must confess Jesus as Lord. This means to 
invite Christ to take control of one’s life by giving Him the 

freedom to call the shots. Many people want Jesus to save them, 
but do not want Him to be in charge. They want to know they 

are going to heaven, but they do not want Jesus meddling with 

their bad habits, wrong attitudes, or sinful behavior. But Jesus 
doesn’t just come as Savior, He comes as Lord and Savior! 

Think of it this way; if a person wants Jesus as Savior, he may or 

may not want Him as Lord. But if the same person asks Jesus to 
be his Lord, he obviously wants Him as Savior. Someone rightly 
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said, “When a person asks Christ to save him, he must also 

invite Jesus to be his Lord. He must turn over the reigns of 
control of his life to the Master, even though he may not 

understand all of the ramifications. He willingly needs to say, 

‘Jesus, here I am, forgive my sin, and be my Lord. Take control 
of my life, and make me what you want me to be.”  If a person 

does this from the bottom of his heart, he will be saved! 

 
F-3 shows how Jesus bridges the gap between God and man. 
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Jesus bridges the gap - 1 Pt 3:18 

1. God loved the 

world so much He 

sent Christ to die for 

the sins of man so 

that whoever             

believes in Him will 

be saved. Jn 3:16 

2. To believe on 

Christ means to    

receive Him as    

Savior and Lord. 

Jn 1:12, Rm 10:9 

Jesus bridges the gap between man and God? Have 

you received Him into your life as Lord and Savior? 

God 

 
 

The following is a simple prayer a person can use to ask Christ 
into his heart to be Lord and Savior. If you have never responded 

to Christ in this way, you are encouraged to pray the following 

prayer from the depth of your heart. 
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Dear Jesus. I need you. I admit that I am a sinner and that my 

sin separates me from You. Thank You for dying for my sin on 
the cross and for rising on the third day to prove You are God.  

Thank You for making a way for me to go to heaven. I ask You to 

come into my life through the power of the Holy Spirit, to forgive 
my sin, and to make me the person You want me to be. I give 

myself wholeheartedly to You. Be my Lord and Savior.  AMEN 

 
If you prayed this prayer and meant it, congratulations! You are 

now a child of God. Your salvation is not based on your own 

merit, but on Christ’s sacrificial death for you.  
 

When you die and stand before God, if He asks you, “Why 

should you be allowed to enter My heaven?”, you can say, “I 
should be allowed in because I received Jesus as Lord and 

Savior. It is His sacrifice that washes away my sin.” God will 

then say something like, “Enter My child into the joy of your 
salvation.” 

 

The assurance of salvation 

Another bit of great news is that once a person is truly saved (He 

sincerely invites Christ into his life to be Lord and Savior) he 

cannot lose his salvation. 1 John 5:11-13 states, 
 

And the witness is this, that God has given us eternal life, 

and this life is in His Son. He who has the Son has the life; 
he who does not have the Son of God does not have the life. 

These things I have written to you who believe in the name 
of the Son of God, in order that you may know that you 

have eternal life. 

 
Just as a child who is born into a family cannot be unborn, so, 

too, a person born into God’s family cannot be unborn. He is a 

child of God and his salvation is secure!  That is not to say he 
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won’t sin. He will, and he will need to ask forgiveness when he 

does, but he won’t lose his salvation.   
 

God’s desire for every one of His children is for them to live for 

Him each day, to grow in their faith, and to be good 
representatives for the kingdom of God. 

 

The Christian life is not an easy life. In fact, it is an impossible 
life without the indwelling power of the Holy Spirit.  But, it is 

the best life. There will be struggles and challenges, but there 

will also be great joy and blessing.   
 

If a person hopes to live the Christian life he will need to study 

the Bible each day, pray, worship weekly in a good church, and 
find other Christians (perhaps become part of a small group in 

his local church) where he can fellowship and be held 

accountable. He will also need to find a place of service, and 
take time to share his faith with non-Christians when God gives 

the opportunity.   

 

Final Thoughts 

Jesus is Lord. As Lord He invites people to respond to Him by 

asking Him to be their personal Lord and Savior. If you have 
responded to Christ in this way, praise God! May you walk with 

Him each day and may you share the truth of this booklet with 

others so that they, too, will find salvation in Christ. 
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How does a Person Get to Heaven? – Discussion Questions 

 
 

1. How has this booklet affected your view regarding the way 

a person gets to heaven? 
 

 

 
 

 

 
2. What are some views you have heard regarding how 

people get to heaven? 

 
 

 

 
 

 

3. How does the resurrection of Jesus set Christianity apart 
from other religions? 

 

 
 

 

 
 

4. Assuming Christianity is true, why in your opinion would 
God make Jesus the only way to heaven? Is there anything 

in the world around us that indicates the path to life is 

sometimes narrow? 
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5. What are the five major world religions, and what do they 
teach about salvation? 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

6. Take a few moments to study Figure 3 (F-3) in this booklet 
and then try to explain it in your own words. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

7. Have you asked Jesus Christ to come into your life to be 

your personal Lord and Savior? If so, when did it happen, 
and what were the circumstances surrounding your 

decision? 

 
 

 

 
 

8. If you have not received Christ into your life, why haven’t 
you? What questions do you still need answered before 

you would be willing to make the decision to become a 

Christian? 
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Notes 
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