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Welcome to the Answers Course 

 

Today many people have legitimate questions about religion. They 

want to know such things as: 
 

- Does God Exist? 

- Is the Bible God’s Word? 
- Is Jesus the Son of God? 

- Is the resurrection true? 

- If there is a God, why do evil, suffering, and pain exist? 

- Has science disproved the Bible? What about evolution? 

- How is Christianity different from other religions? 

- How does a person get to heaven? 
 

People don’t want to believe things on blind faith; they want 
reasonable answers. If you are honestly looking for answers, The 

Answers Course is for you. It has been designed to give solid 

answers to many of life’s important questions. 
 

As you go through the course, hopefully many of your questions 

will get answered, and you will see why believing in God is not a 
blind leap of faith, but a reasonable step of faith. 

 

In addition, as you go through the course there may be other 
questions that come to mind. Bring them up and hopefully they, 

too, can be answered in a reasonable fashion. The only bad 

question is the one that is not asked.  
 

I believe God gave us our minds so we could think and learn. Part 

of the learning process is asking questions and seeking answers. In 
this regard, I hope this material is helpful to you. 

 

Sincerely,   
 

Chris Losey  
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1 Peter 3:15 (NASB)  
15 

but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to 
make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for 

the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence. 
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If there is a God, why do evil,                 

suffering, and pain exist? 

 

 
Murder, rape, starvation and disease are just a few of the evils in 

the world today. People rightly ask, “If God exists, why would He 

allow these things? Doesn’t He see what’s going on? Isn’t He 
strong enough to stop all the problems? Perhaps He’s not loving 

and good after all...” 

 

Is God strong enough to stop evil? 

One person put it this way, “For God 
to allow evil, suffering and pain – 

either He must not be all-powerful or 

He must not be all-good. Perhaps He 
wants to stop evil but can’t. Or, 

perhaps, He’s all-powerful, but 

chooses not to stop it because He’s 
not all-good. If He were all-good and 

all-powerful, surely He would put an 

end to the world’s problems.” 
 

The inquiry regarding evil, suffering and pain deserves a definitive 

response. The Bible teaches that God is all-powerful and all-good. 
Genesis 1:1 states that God created everything out of nothing. To 

do so, He certainly is omnipotent (all-powerful). Regarding God’s 

goodness, Psalm 100:5 states, “For the LORD is good; His 
lovingkindness is everlasting, and His faithfulness to all 

generations.” Based on this verse, God certainly is all-good. 

 
Could it be that even though God is all-powerful and all-good, evil 

exists because God simply doesn’t know what’s going on? Psalm 

139 dispells this argument, 
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O LORD, Thou hast searched me and known me. Thou dost 
know when I sit down and when I rise up; Thou dost 

understand my thought from afar. Thou dost scrutinize my 

path and my lying down, and art intimately acquainted with 
all my ways. Even before there is a word on my tongue, 

behold, O LORD, Thou dost know it all. 

 
In these verses David acknowledges that God knows everything. 

He knows our thoughts from afar. He knows what’s on our minds 

before we open our mouths. He is in touch with everything that 
goes on in His creation. Matthew 10:29 states not even a sparrow 

falls to the ground apart from God knowing about it. The passage 

goes on to say God even knows the number of hairs on our heads. 
For some of us it is getting easier for Him to count! Certainly God 

knows everything, everywhere, all the time! 

 
If God is all-powerful, all-loving, and all-knowing, why would He  

allow evil, suffering and pain? To understand this fully, we must 

first understand the origin of evil. 
 

Did God create evil? 

Because the Bible teaches that God created all things, some people 
accuse God of creating evil. This notion runs contrary to the 

statements in Scripture that indicate everything God created is 

good (Gen 1:4,10,12,18,21, 25,31). Since God didn’t create evil, 
where did it come from? Evil came when God’s creatures to whom 

he gave the ability to choose, chose not to follow or obey Him. 
 

The dictionary defines evil as the opposite of good. Since God is 

the epitome of goodness, evil comes about when anyone goes 
against God’s desires. For example, God’s Word, the Bible, says 

people are not to murder each other. God places a high value on 

human life. When a person disobeys God’s Word, and murders 



 

 9 

someone, he has committed an evil act. Evil usually results in 

suffering and pain.  
 

When God created angels in heaven, He gave 

them the ability to choose. Satan, one of the 
most magnificent angels, desired to become 

like God, and rebelled (Ezekiel 28:12-19). 

Satan’s rebellion resulted in his expulsion 
from heaven. He and other rebellious angels 

were cast down to the earth.  

 
Satan’s sin of arrogance is recorded in the 

five “I will’s” of Isaiah 14:12-15. 

 
How you have fallen from heaven, O star of the morning, son 

of the dawn! You have been cut down to the earth… But you 

said in your heart, ‘I will ascend to heaven; I will raise my 
throne above the stars of God, and I will sit on the mount of 

assembly in the recesses of the north. I will ascend above the 

heights of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.’ 
Nevertheless you will be thrust down to Sheol, to the recesses 

of the pit. 

 
Satan is now completely evil – known by such titles as the Devil, 

Lucifer, Prince of the Power of the Air, Beelzebul, and Ruler of the 

Demons. The fallen angels, who were expelled from heaven with 
him, now serve as his demons. Together, they stir up spiritual 

trouble on the earth. Their activities go against God’s will, and are 
thus evil. 

 

Some people ask, “Why doesn’t God forgive the angels and 
welcome them back?” Scripture doesn’t say. Perhaps it is because 

God is holy and just, and can’t have sin around Him. Perhaps it’s 

because the angels were in His presence when they rebelled, giving 
them no excuse for their actions. 
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Others ask, “If Satan and his cohorts did such an evil thing, why 
didn’t God destroy them immediately? Why did He cast them 

down to the earth and give them the opportunity to influence 

humans? Again, the Bible does not tell us. Perhaps God wanted to 
demonstrate in the end, that goodness wins-out over evil.  

 

Regarding evil, it is important to understand a time is coming when 
God will destroy it. Satan and his demons will eventually be cast 

into the Lake of Fire (Hell) and remain there forever (Mt 25:41, 

Rev 20:10). Revelation 21:4 describes what it will be like when 
God ushers in the new heaven and the new earth.  

 

And He will wipe away every tear from their 
eyes; and there will no longer be any death; 

there will no longer be any mourning, or 

crying, or pain; the first things have passed 
away. 

 

In our world where evil, suffering and pain 
are rampant, many people long for the time 

when God makes everything right. Why doesn’t God usher in the 

end right now? We don’t know. We do know His timing is perfect. 
The restoration may happen in our lifetime or it may be in a future 

generation – but it is coming. This is one of the great hopes of all 

who trust God. 
 

What about evil and humans? 

When God created humans, He gave them the ability to choose, 

just as He did the angels. For Adam and Eve the choice came when 

God said,  
 

From any tree of the garden you may eat freely; but from the 

tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for 
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in the day that you eat from it you will surely die. (Gen 

2:16,17)  
 

After Satan tempted them, Adam and Eve disobeyed God and ate 

the forbidden fruit. This resulted in their expulsion from the 
Garden of Eden and their own spiritual death. Although God did 

not kill them physically, they died spiritually, and their physical 

aging clocks started ticking. Adam and Eve’s years on earth were 
now numbered. At the same time, God promised that one day He 

would send a Savior through the seed of the woman to crush the 

power of Satan and set things right (Gen 3:15). This was the first 
prophecy concerning the coming Messiah, Jesus. 

 

Did God create evil? No! Instead, He created choice. When God 
created angels and humans, He gave them the ability to make 

moral choices. When some of the angels and Adam and Eve made 

the wrong choices, evil was born bringing with it suffering and 
pain. Since the fall, the world has never been the same.  

 

Why did God create choice? 

God could have made angels and humans 

like robots to do right all the time. He 

didn't because He wanted them to have a 
personal relationship with Him. In other 

words, God wanted them to worship and 

serve Him just because they wanted to, 
not because they were programmed to. 

Without choice no meaningful 
relationship could exist. 

 

Consider marriage as a way to understand 
the importance of choice in relationships. 

Choice serves as one of the most 

powerful ingredients in a husband-wife 
relationship; each spouse chooses to love the other. No thinking-
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husband would want a robot for a wife (at least not for long), nor 

would a wife want a robot for a husband. The fact a man chooses 
his wife above all other women makes her feel special, and visa 

versa. It gives the relationship meaning and purpose. But choice 

also carries the greatest danger; one spouse can stop loving the 
other, have an affair, or file for divorce. The benefits of a loving 

relationship, however, far outweigh the risks. So it is with God and 

people. He gives people a choice. They can follow Him or go their 
own willful way. Some people will follow, and some will not. 

Those who follow receive His blessing. Those who disobey suffer 

the negative consequences of their own choices. 
 

When people choose to rebel against God, they, not God, bear the 

full responsibility for their actions. Unfortunately, people’s choices 
often affect others. When a man chooses to drink and drive, he 

may accidentally kill someone in the process. When a wife chooses 

to commit adultery, she may emotionally scar her children. When a 
businessman chooses to be dishonest in order to make more 

money, he may find it backfires and destroys his company, leaving 

many innocent employees out of work.   
 

Certainly God could step in and stop the ripple effect of evil.  

Undoubtedly there are times He does. But He often allows 
people’s choices to play themselves out, hoping the outcome will 

wake up people causing them to turn to Him. 

 
Regarding God’s divine protection, I remember the time as a 

young boy when my friend and I were at the dairy farm his father 
managed. We were playing in a barn under construction. As we 

explored the unfinished facility, we decided to hide some tools (a 

wrench, pliers and screwdriver) in a small opening in the wall. Not 
realizing the opening was an uncovered electrical outlet with live 

wires, we dropped the tools in the hole and went out to ride our 

bikes. When we returned, my friend reached in the opening, felt a 
weird sensation, and was unable to get the tools. I told him I could 
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get the tools. When I reached in, I felt the same sensation. We 

decided to leave the tools there and tell his dad.  
 

Looking back on the incident, both of us should have died. Some 

might say our rubber boots saved us. More likely, it was God’s 
hand of mercy.   

 

Although many folks die in tragedies every day, there are countless 
others who are spared because of God’s intervention. The 

September 11, 2001 tragedy at the World Trade Center is one 

example. The evil of a few affected the lives of many. Although 
thousands died, many others were spared. Undoubtedly, God was 

at work for good, even amidst man’s evil. Why did some die while 

others were spared? No one knows for sure. The answer will likely 
remain a mystery this side of heaven. 

 

In summary, evil is a result of choice. Wrong choices often bring 
pain and suffering, not only to those who do evil, but to those 

around it. One day God will eliminate evil and the resulting pain 

and suffering. In the mean time we must remember, we live in a 
fallen world.  

 

With these preliminary thoughts, let’s now look at several reasons 
why there is “suffering and pain” in the world. We’ll even see how 

God sometimes uses these for good.   

 

Reasons why there is “pain and suffering” 
 

1. The natural world has been affected by sin      
Adam’s sin not only affected all people, it 
affected the entire created world. Romans 

8:19-23 explains: 

 
For the anxious longing of the 

creation waits eagerly for the 
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revealing of the sons of God. For the creation was subjected 

to futility, not of its own will, but because of Him who 
subjected it, in hope that the creation itself also will be set 

free from its slavery to corruption into the freedom of the 

glory of the children of God. For we know that the whole 
creation groans and suffers the pains of childbirth together 

until now.  

 
At first reading this passage may sound a bit obscure, but it refers 

to the fact sin not only affected humans, it affected all creation. 

Part of the curse when Adam sinned, fell upon the earth.  Genesis 
3:17-18 reads:  

 

Then to Adam He (God) said, “Because you have listened to 
the voice of your wife, and have eaten from the tree about 

which I commanded you, saying, ‘You shall not eat from it;’ 

Cursed is the ground because of you; In toil you shall eat of 
it all the days of your life.  Both thorns and thistles it shall 

grow for you...” 

 
Ever since the creation was cursed, the physical world has groaned 

for its Redeemer. Some of the natural phenomenon (earthquakes, 

tidal waves, etc.) in the world is part of that groaning. Like a ship 
creaking in a violent sea, like a house straining in a powerful 

storm, like a mother groaning in childbirth, so the creation creaks, 

strains and groans, awaiting God's salvation and the ushering in of 
a new heaven and earth. Some of this groaning takes the form of 

natural disasters. It is true that hurricanes, tornadoes, earthquakes, 
tidal waves, volcanoes, cancer and other diseases and disasters can 

be explained scientifically, but when God ushers in the new 

heavens and earth free from sin, these things will vanish. They are 
here because we live in a fallen world.  

 

Another effect of the fall is the aging process. People grow old, 
body functions fail, and parts wear out. It is fairly easy to tell the 
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approximate ages of people. Those in their teens look different 

than those in their thirties. Middle-aged folks look different than 
those who are sixty and older. Wrinkles and gray hair tell the story.  

Why do old people die? Sometimes their bodies simply wear out!  

It will happen to each of us if we live long enough. But thanks be 
to God who promises to give Christians new bodies that will never 

wear out (1 Cor 15:50-57). 

  
In a sin-affected world where God's perfect creation is tarnished, 

suffering and pain happen. Some people may object and say, “Why 

doesn't God do something about it?” He has! He sent Christ to die 
for our sins so that we can be forgiven if we place our trust in Him. 

In addition, He will take us to be with Him for eternity after we 

die. In the mean time we all must suffer under the curse of sin 
brought on by our ancestors. But rest assured, God will have the 

last word! 

 

2. Physical laws have been violated 
A second reason why there is “pain and 

suffering” is because people violate God’s 
physical laws. Just as God established spiritual 

laws to govern the spiritual realm, so He 

established physical laws to govern the 
physical world. One such law deals with time 

and space. In brief, “Two things cannot occupy 

the same space at the same time.” 
 

I will never forget as a child in elementary school, running back 
from the playground to my classroom. I was looking back over my 

shoulder yelling something to a friend when a sudden thud sent me 

reeling. I had run right into a pole that supported the overhang 
outside the building. My head and the pole could not occupy the 

same space at the same time. The pole won! This incident did not 

cause too much pain and suffering, but when the same principle is 
applied to automobiles and pedestrians, snow skiers and trees, or 
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the ground and airplanes, it quickly becomes a tragedy of immense 

proportions.  
 

Other laws such as gravity and centrifugal force make it necessary 

to avoid jumping from high places or driving too fast around 
corners.  

 

Think for a minute about the San Francisco earthquake and the 
collapse of part of the Nimitz Freeway. The builders of the freeway 

knew about the potential forces inherent in a major earthquake, and 

chose (perhaps for financial reasons), not to build their structure to 
withstand such forces. Their choice led to disaster. Sadly, many 

things are built on the low bid. Galatians 6:7 reads, "Do not be 

deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, this he will 
also reap."  

 

As humans, God has given us incredible intellects that constantly 
unlock more knowledge about His creation. When new discoveries 

are made, human applications must be in harmony with God’s 

physical laws. If we build taller buildings, faster planes or more 
sophisticated equipment, they must not violate known principles. 

To do so is to invite disaster. God is not likely to change His laws 

just because people decide to violate them. That would go against 
His holy and righteous character. The result of disobedience, 

whether intentional or unintentional, is often tragic. We reap what 

we sow. 
 

3. People choosing to sin 
Undoubtedly, sin brings tragedy; 

not only original sin, but the sinful 

choices people make every day. 
When people knowingly choose to 

violate God’s standards, pain and 

suffering often follow.  
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When I was serving as an air force chaplain, a man came for 

counseling and told me he had killed his wife. I asked him to 
explain what he meant, and he told me he had not actually killed 

her, but she was probably as good as dead. He had been stationed 

at a remote site away from his family, and was only able to visit 
them once every several months. While at the remote location he 

got emotionally and physically involved with another woman. 

When he went home on vacation he slept with his wife as if 
nothing was wrong. When he returned to duty, the woman with 

whom he was having an affair, informed him that she had just 

tested positive for HIV. It was likely he also would test positive, 
and possibly had passed it on to his wife. Through tears he asked 

me what to do. Should he tell his wife, or wait to see if she 

contracted AIDS? 
 

All through the Bible there are accounts of sin bringing negative 

consequences. In Acts 5, Ananias and Saphira sinned when they 
lied to the Holy Spirit. As a warning to the early church, God 

struck them dead. Does God always make examples of people 

when they sin? No! If He did, none of us would be alive. But rest 
assured, sin often leads to pain and suffering. James 4:1-11 makes 

this point clear, 

 
What is the source of quarrels and conflicts among you? Is 

not the source your pleasures that wage war in your 

members? You lust and do not have; so you commit murder. 
And you are envious and cannot obtain; you fight and 

quarrel. 
 

As mentioned earlier, sin often affects more than the one who 

commits the sin. The so-called “innocent bystander” is usually 
impacted, too. Think of the story of Jonah in the Old Testament. 

When Jonah ran from God, he boarded a ship heading in the 

opposite direction from where God wanted him to go. 
Subsequently, God caused a violent storm resulting in Jonah's 



 

 18 

expulsion from the ship, and his subsequent ride inside the 

stomach of a great fish. The people on the ship had not caused 
God's wrath, but they endured considerable hardship because of 

Jonah’s sinful choices. Their cargo was jettisoned and lost in an 

attempt to save the ship. Indeed, Jonah's sin touched everyone 
around him.  

 

Just as God causes the rain to fall on the righteous and unrighteous, 
so the results of sin have an extraordinary ripple effect. In a world 

torn apart by sin – people kill each other, nations go to war, 

women get raped, and drunks have car wrecks. To say this is true  
is not pessimistic; it is harsh reality. 

 

It is also important to understand, there actually are no “innocent 
bystanders.” All of us are sinners and deserve God’s judgment. We 

should not be asking, “Why are there so many tragedies in the 

world,” but instead, “Why are there so few per capita when people 
willfully and constantly sin against the One who gave them the 

precious gift of life?” 

 
Regarding God’s gracious protection, the Bible teaches that 

Christians have guardian angels (Ps 34:7, Mt 18:10, Heb 1:14). If 

the truth were known, those who genuinely love God have been 
saved from disaster on many occasions.  

 

Another bit of great news is, even if God chooses not to protect 
believers from physical harm their home in heaven is secure! 

 

4. The direct intervention of Satan 
Another reason why there is suffering and pain in 

the world, has to do with the direct intervention 
of Satan. Just as God wants to build lives, Satan 

wants to destroy them. The Bible contains the 

story of Job. He was God's faithful servant. Satan 
came to God and said in essence, the only reason 
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Job served God, was because Job had so much material wealth. 

Satan was sure if Job’s wealth was removed Job would turn away 
from God (Job 1:6-11). 

 

God allowed Satan to test Job. As a result, Job went through  
horrendous difficulties: his flocks were destroyed, his family killed 

and his personal health ruined. Although in the end God restored 

everything (and then some) to Job, Satan did try to destroy Job.   
 

Perhaps some of the tough times you have experienced were 

because Satan or his demons were trying to drag you down. If so, 
don't give in! Have the same attitude as Job who said, “Though He 

slay me, I will hope in Him.” (Job 13:15). 

 

How God can use pain and suffering for good 
Not only is there pain and suffering in the world, the good news is 

God can use it for good. Romans 8:28 states, “And we know that 

God causes all things to work together for good to those who love 
God, to those who are called according to His purpose.” 

 

Sometimes God uses pain and suffering in one of the following 
ways.  

 

1. As a test 
James 1:2-5 reads: 

 

Consider it all joy, my 
brethren, when you encounter 

various trials, knowing that 

the testing of your faith 
produces endurance. And let 

endurance have its perfect 

result, that you may be 
perfect and complete, lacking 

in nothing.     
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There are times when God will take us through a trial or time of 
suffering to strengthen us. There is a misconception in some 

Christian circles that believers are never supposed to suffer.  In 

Philippians 1:29, Paul states otherwise, “For to you it has been 
granted for Christ's sake not only to believe in Him, but also to 

suffer for His sake...” Suffering is part of God's will for the 

Christian. Because we are sinners, suffering helps us remember 
that this world is not our home, and we need to trust God. It also 

helps us identify with Christ’s sufferings. 

 
In 1 Peter 4:12-14 the apostle Peter said, 

 

Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, 
which comes upon you for your testing, as though some 

strange thing were happening to you; but to the degree that 

you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing; so that 
also at the revelation of His glory, you may rejoice with 

exultation. If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are 

blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon 
you.  

 

The recipients of Peter's letter were experiencing great suffering.  
If a person reads all of 1 Peter, the whole book is about suffering 

and Peter's encouragement to people to hang tough. Although 

some of the recipients of this letter obviously looked upon their 
suffering as tragic, Peter informed them it was only a test. God was 

using it for their good.  
 

Just as a track coach strengthens his runners through the pain of 

intensive weight workouts and grueling runs, so God sometimes 
allows us to suffer in order to strengthen our faith. Remember, His 

intentions are good. Make up your mind to pass the test! 
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2. To keep a person from exalting himself 
Scripture indicates God will allow us to suffer to save us from our 
own selfishness and pride. Such was the case with Paul. In 2 

Corinthians 12:7-10 Paul said, 

 
And because of the surpassing 

greatness of the revelations, for this 

reason, to keep me from exalting 
myself, there was given me a thorn 

in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to 

buffet me – to keep me from exalting 
myself! Concerning this I entreated 

the Lord three times that it might 

depart from me. And He has said to 
me, “My grace is sufficient for you, 

for power is perfected in 

weakness.” Most gladly, therefore, I 
will rather boast about my 

weaknesses, that the power of 

Christ may dwell in me. 
 

God knows if we have a tendency toward pride. He wants us to be 

strong in Him not in ourselves. For this reason He may allow 
suffering or pain to touch our lives.  

 

3. To further the Gospel 
When people wind up in prison for no good reason it seems tragic.  

Such was the case with the apostle Paul. He was placed in jail for 
sharing God’s plan of salvation. But God had a purpose in Paul’s 

imprisonment: to further the gospel, and to strengthen Paul’s 

fellow believers. Listen to Paul's words in Philippians 1:12-14, 
 

 Now I want you to know, brethren, that my circumstances 

have turned out for the greater progress of the gospel, so that 
my imprisonment in the cause of Christ has become well 



 

 22 

known throughout the whole praetorian guard and to 

everyone else, and that most of the brethren, trusting in the 
Lord because of my imprisonment have far more courage to 

speak the Word of God without fear. 

 
The question becomes, “Are we ready and willing to suffer for the 

sake of the gospel?” 

 
Paul had a great ministry of church planting, but God had bigger 

plans. He wanted Paul to start a prison ministry. When God 

allowed Paul to go to prison, He knew many people would come to 
Christ through Paul's witness. Paul was happy to be part of 

spreading the gospel even further.   

 
How would you feel if you were imprisoned for your faith? It 

happens all the time in different parts of the world. Would you 

complain and turn away from God, or would you praise Him, and 
use your imprisonment as an opportunity to spread His Word?   

 

What about illness? Would you still trust God if He allowed you to 
get a disease, if that’s what it took to jar your relatives or friends 

out of their spiritual apathy? It is correctly said, “Man's calamity is 

God's opportunity.” Not only do many people come to Christ 
through their own crisis, but also through the crisis of loved ones 

or friends. 

 
I have wrestled with the concept of death for a long time. I know I 

will die – we all will. But I have asked myself if I am willing to go 
through suffering and pain in my own life to bring some of my 

unsaved family to Christ. I don't cherish the thought, but I am 

willing if that’s what it takes. After all, if Christians die, they go to 
heaven. If non-Christians die, they go to hell. There is no amount 

of suffering in this life that a Christian can go through that 

compares to the suffering in the next life that those who die 
without Christ will experience. In like manner, there is no amount 
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of suffering in this life that Christians can go through that 

compares with the glories they will receive in heaven. That’s why 
Romans 8:18 states, "For I consider that the sufferings of this 

present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is 

to be revealed to us."  Christians should therefore be willing to 
suffer hardship for the sake of the gospel. 

 

4. For God’s greater glory 
Another reason why God may allow pain 

and suffering to touch our lives is for His 

greater glory. This is very closely linked 
to the preceding category. A good 

example is found in John chapter nine 

that records the story of a man born blind.  
 

Jesus disciples were concerned why the 

man had been born blind. Was it because 
of his sin or his parents’ sin? Jesus 

answered in verse three, “It was neither 

that this man sinned, nor his parents; but 
it was in order that the works of God 

might be displayed in him.” In other 

words, God allowed this man to suffer so God's power could be 
displayed in a special way at the proper time.   

 

You may ask, “Does God allow people to go through pain and 
suffering if it will bring greater good? Yes. God is the potter, we 

are the clay (Rm 9:14-21). His thoughts and ways are higher than 
ours (Is 55:8,9). We can know even if tragedy strikes, God can 

work it to His glory and touch lives for His kingdom.  

 
What was the result of the man being healed of blindness? He 

eventually came to Christ and was a witness to others. Even though 

the Pharisees, rejected the man's witness, many people recognized 
the miracle and glorified God.  
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One of the best modern-day examples of “God’s greater glory” is 
what happened to Joni Erickson Tada. As a teenager she dove into 

a lake, broke her neck and became a quadriplegic. Many people 

look at this as a great tragedy, but through Joni, God has touched 
many people who probably never would have been reached if this 

event had not happened. Joni writes books, paints by holding a 

paintbrush with her teeth, hosts a daily nation-wide radio program 
and is an unbelievable example of courage. Not only have many 

people come to Christ through Joni’s tragedy, but many Christians 

have been encouraged to press on amidst their own suffering. And 
through it all, God has been glorified. 

 

5. To teach us something 
The Bible records the story 

of Lazarus, one of Jesus’ 

good friends. John chapter 
11 says Lazarus was sick, 

and his sisters sent a message 

to Jesus to come quickly, 
hoping He would heal their 

brother. Jesus delayed two 

extra days and Lazarus died. 
When Jesus approached 

Lazarus' home town, He was 

met by Martha, Lazarus' 
sister. Martha was distraught and shared with Jesus that her brother 

would not have died if Jesus had come sooner. Jesus subsequently 
raised Lazarus from the dead, and used the sequence of events to 

teach Lazarus’ sisters and the disciples an important lesson, “Jesus 

had the power to raise the dead, and was and is the resurrection and 
the life.”  

 

God may allow tragedy to touch our lives in order to teach us 
something. 



 

 25 

 

6. For the good of others 
The story of Joseph in the Old Testament is a classic example of 

God using tragedy for the good of others. The account is found in 

Genesis 37-50. Joseph had a coat of many colors his father gave to 
him. Joseph loved the Lord, but had several jealous brothers who 

hated him and sold him into slavery. He was subsequently falsely 

accused of rape and wrongfully thrown into prison. A person who 
promised to get him out of prison forgot about him. Joseph's life 

was one undeserved tragedy after another. The unusual thing about 

Joseph was he never turned from God, but kept trusting. To make a 
long story short, God used Joseph, a Jew, to interpret the dream of 

the Egyptian Pharaoh. Joseph was subsequently released from 

prison and quickly promoted to second in command of all Egypt. 
In this position, God used him to store grain during plentiful years 

and then meet the food needs of the nation of Israel during famine 

years. Joseph was allowed to go through years of suffering so the 
nation of Israel might be preserved. Strangely enough, Joseph 

helped the same brothers who sold him into slavery. 

 
God may take us through times of pain and suffering for the good 

of others, and possibly even for the good of those responsible for 

our suffering. 
 

7.  To save someone from greater judgment 
The account of Sodom and Gomorrah 
is another example of God working to 

bring good out of evil.  
 

There are so many things to learn from 

the account of Sodom and Gomorrah 
found Genesis 19. Here is a quick 

summary of the story: two angels were 

sent to Sodom and Gomorrah to rescue 
Lot and his family before the cities 
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were destroyed. When the angels arrived in Sodom, the perverted 

townspeople demanded that Lot send out the angelic visitors to 
have sexual relations with them. When Lot refused, the people of 

Sodom tried to break down Lot’s door. God then struck the people 

with blindness. Even so, Genesis 19:11 states, “They wearied 
themselves trying to find the doorway.” 

 

Can you imagine how perverted these townspeople were? Even 
when struck with blindness, they still wanted to carry out their 

lustful desires.  

 
When tragedy strikes, people sometimes review their lives to 

determine if their suffering is a result of sin. If sin is present, the 

people often repent. The people in Sodom and Gomorrah refused 
to repent. Instead, even in blindness, they pressed on with their evil 

intentions no matter how hard God tried to dissuade them.  

 
What did the people of these two corrupt cities deserve? Death! 

Why did God simply blind them instead of destroying them on the 

spot? He did it to demonstrate His love and patience, and to give 
the people one more chance to repent. 2 Peter 3:9 states, "The Lord 

is not slow about His promises, as some count slowness, but is 

patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to 
come to repentance." 

 

Because the people of Sodom and Gomorrah refused to repent, 
judgment fell and their cities and all the inhabitants were 

destroyed. 
 

There are times when God may allow hardship to touch our lives in 

small measure hoping we will repent so He doesn’t have to lower 
the boom. In such instances the “pain and suffering” is a true act of 

God's love. 
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Concluding remarks 

God is not responsible for evil in the world. Evil is the result of 
sinful choices. Unfortunately, wrong choices often lead to pain 

and/or suffering which may have a ripple effect on the lives of 

others. The good news is, God can bring good out of pain and 
suffering, and one day will eliminate them completely.  
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If there is a God, why do evil, pain… - Discussion Questions 
 
 

1. In the past, what has been your view on the existence of evil, 

suffering and pain in the world? 
 

 

 
 

 

2. According to this study did God create evil? Explain. 
 

 

 
 

 

3. Why is choice an important part of relationships? Why did 
God create angels and humans with the ability to choose? 

 

 
 

 

 
4. What are some of the reasons according to the Bible why 

suffering and pain exist in the world? 

 
 

 
 

 

5. How does God use pain and suffering for good? Give 
examples. 
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How has the information in this booklet affected your view of 

evil, suffering and pain? 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Write down any questions you have for the next Answers 
Course session in the space below.   
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At this point, you may be interested in knowing what it takes to have a 

personal relationship with God. If so, here is what you should know.  

 

- God created humans as his finest creation. He created them with 

the ability to make moral choices (Genesis 1-3) 

- Mankind chose to disobey God (to sin) – Genesis 3 

- Sin separates mankind from God – Isaiah 59:2 

- All humans have sinned – Romans 3:23 

- The penalty for sin is death – Romans 6:23 (All men will die 

physically. Their sin also causes them to be spiritually dead. If they 

die without having their sin forgiven, they will be eternally 

separated from God.) 

- After physical death comes judgment – Hebrews 9:27 (Men will 

stand before God and be judged. Those whose sins are not forgiven 

will be eternally separated from Him in Hell.) 

- No amount of good works, or any other human effort can pay the 

penalty for a person’s sin & get him into heaven – Ephesians 2:8,9 

- Only Christ can/did pay the penalty for man’s sin – 1 Peter 3:18 

- A person’s salvation is not automatic. Instead it comes when a 

person believes in God by placing his faith in Him – John 3:16 

(This is not just head belief, it is wholehearted commitment.) 

- A person can place his trust in Christ by receiving Him as Lord 

(the One who now calls the shots in a person’s life), and Savior 

(the One who saves him from sin). – John 1:12, Romans 10:9,10 

 

If you would like to place your faith in Christ today, here is a prayer you can 

pray. As you pray, remember that God is more concerned with the attitude of 

your heart than the exact words you use. He loves you. 

 

Salvation Prayer - Lord, I admit to You that I am a sinner. I have sinned in 

thought, word, and deed. I repent of my sin and ask You to forgive me, and 

to come into my life through the power of the Holy Spirit to be my Lord and 

Savior. I give myself to You. Make me the person You want me to be. 

 

If you sincerely prayed this prayer you are saved. Your salvation is not 

based on any good thing you have done, but on Christ’s death for you on the 

cross. In order to grow as a Christian you are encouraged to get a Bible and 

to begin reading and studying it. You are also encouraged to get involved in 

a good church and to pray. If you have Christian friends, tell them about 

your decision and allow them to help you grow in your faith. Blessings… 


