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Welcome to the Answers Course 

  

Today many people have legitimate questions about religion. They 
want to know such things as: 

 

- Does God Exist? 

- Is the Bible God’s Word? 

- Who is Jesus? 

- Is the resurrection true? 
- If there is a God, why do evil, suffering, and pain exist? 

- Has science disproved the Bible? What about evolution? 

- How is Christianity different from other religions? 
- How does a person get to heaven? 

 

People don’t want to believe things on blind faith; they want 
reasonable answers. If you are honestly looking for answers, The 

Answers Course is for you. It has been designed to give solid 

answers to many of life’s important questions. 
 

As you go through the course, hopefully many of your questions 

will get answered, and you will see why believing in God is not a 
blind leap of faith, but a reasonable step of faith. 

 

In addition, as you go through the course there may be other 
questions that come to mind. Bring them up and hopefully they, 

too, can be answered in a reasonable fashion. The only bad 
question is the one that is not asked.  

 

I believe God gave us our minds so we could think and learn. Part 
of the learning process is asking questions and seeking answers. In 

this regard, I hope this material is helpful to you. 

 
Sincerely,   

CRL  
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1 Peter 3:15 (NASB)  
15 

but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to 
make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for 

the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence. 
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Is the Bible God’s Word? 
 

 

The Relevance of Divine Authorship  

Does it really matter whether or not the Bible's author is God?  

Absolutely! Besides the question “Does God exist” there are few 

more basic religious questions than, “Is the Bible the Word of 
God?” If it is not His Word, it can be ignored or at best referred to 

for the history of the Jewish people. If it is God's Word, it needs to 

be given the honor and attention it deserves. There are no other 
options. The Bible is either God's Word requiring great devotion, 

or it can be put on the shelf and forgotten.   

 

The Evidence for Divine Authorship  

 

1. Claims in the Bible 
The first evidence for Divine authorship 

is found in the pages of the Bible itself. It 

claims to be God’s Word. Although this 
is not conclusive evidence, it certainly 

indicates the position of the writers on the 

subject.   
 

There are numerous places in the Old Testament that make this 

claim. Examples are Exodus 20:1, Numbers 36:13, 1 Samuel 3:11, 
and Isaiah 1:2. Phrases similar to “thus saith the Lord” are used 

over 3,800 times in the Old Testament.
1
 

 
Another interesting phenomenon is found in passages that seem to 

equate Scripture with God, Himself. Romans 9:17 states, “For the 

Scripture says to Pharaoh, “For this very purpose I raised you up, 
to demonstrate My power in you, and that My name might be 

proclaimed throughout the whole earth.’” This passage refers back 

to Exodus 9:13-16 in the Old Testament where Moses was told to 
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relay this message to Pharaoh. The equating of Scripture and God 

is really just an acknowledgement that Scripture is God’s Word. 
When Scripture talks, God talks. 

 

Many of the prophets in the Old Testament considered the words 
of former prophets to be the Word of God. Ezra recognized the 

divine authority of Jeremiah's writings in Ezra 1:1. In Zechariah 

7:12, the prophet, Zechariah, recognized the divine nature of the 
writings of all the former prophets. Similar reference is made in 

Nehemiah 9:30.    

 
Some people argue that although the Old Testament contains 

numerous passages claiming to be God's Word, there is no claim  

the entire Old Testament is God's Word. The Apostle Paul dispels 
this argument in 2 Timothy 3:16 in the New Testament, 

 

All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, 
for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; that 

the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good 

work. 
 

When Paul refers to Scripture, he means the entire Old Testament.  

He says It is literally the breath of God.  The word inspired means 
God-breathed. 

 

In II Peter 1:20-21, the apostle Peter also viewed the Old 
Testament writings as God-breathed.    

 
But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a 

matter of one's own interpretation, for no prophecy was ever 

made by an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy 
Spirit spoke from God.  
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Regarding the authorship of the New Testament, Peter refers to 

Paul's writings as Scripture in 2 Peter 3:14-16. In 1 Timothy 5:18, 
Paul quotes both Deuteronomy 25:4 and Luke 10:7 and refers to 

them as Scripture. 

   
Jesus told the disciples that the Holy Spirit would bring to their 

remembrance all things He had said, and would guide them into all 

truth (John 14:26 and John 16:13).   
 

Just like the Old Testament, the New Testament claims to be the 

Word of God. Indeed, it is clear the entire Bible makes this claim! 
If this claim is false, the Bible is a deceptive piece of literature that 

has misled untold millions who have followed its teachings. If, on 

the other hand, this claim is true, the Bible deserves our truest 
respect and utmost devotion. 

 

2. Christ’s Endorsement 
The Second evidence for the Bible's 

divine authorship is Christ's endorsement. 

He viewed it as God's Word. In Matthew 
22:29, He confronted the Sadducees 

telling them they did not understand the 

Scriptures. By using the word Scriptures, 
Jesus meant the Old Testament.   

 

In Matthew 21:42, Christ asked the 
Pharisees, "Did you never read the 

Scriptures?" Here again Jesus referred to 
the Old Testament as having final 

authority as God's Word. In Matthew 

26:56, when Jesus was betrayed, He referred to the Old Testament 
when He said, "But all this has taken place to fulfill the Scriptures 

of the prophets." In John 10:35, Jesus equated "the Word of God" 

with "Scripture." He went on to say that "Scripture cannot be 
broken." 
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Jesus also referred to the Old Testament as "the Law and the 
Prophets," in Luke 16:16.  In verse 17, Jesus went on to say, "But 

it is easier for heaven and earth to pass away than for one stroke 

of a letter of the Law to fail." He said the same thing in Matthew 
5:17,18. In addition, when Jesus was tempted He referred to the 

Old Testament as having divine authority (Matthew 4:1-12). 

 
If Jesus is God's Son (which many believe He is), and if He 

referred to the Scriptures as God's inspired Word (which He 

certainly did), then the Bible must be precisely what He claimed it 
to be!  

 

3.  The Canonization of Scripture 
The third evidence supporting the claim 

that the Bible is God's Word is its 

canonization. The word canon comes 
from the Greek word kanon meaning 

ruler, staff or measuring rod. The Greek 

word undoubtedly came from the Hebrew 
word kaneh (reed) that was an Old 

Testament term used for measuring rod.
 2 

  

 
Canonization may be defined as, the process men used in 

recognizing which writings were God's Word by whether or not 

they measured up to a certain standard. If the writings measured 
up, they were included in the Canon of Scripture. If they did not 

measure up, they were rejected.   
 

It must be stressed that men did not determine which writings 

belonged in the Bible as God's Word, they simply recognized or 
discovered which ones were already God's Word. The writings 

were His Word at the time of writing, not at the point of 

canonization. 
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Some people say canonization is a non-argument for the Bible 

being God's Word because the standard was determined by men. 
Others maintain the way the standard was set, and canonization 

done, is strong evidence for the Bible being God's Word. 

 
With these two views in mind, let's examine the standard. First, the 

standard was NOT based on any of the following: the age of a 

book, whether or not it was written in the Hebrew language, 
whether it agreed with the Torah (the law of Moses), or whether it 

had religious value. There were some ancient writings not included 

in the canon. There were Hebrew writings that were not included 
in the canon. There were books that agreed with the Torah that 

were not included in the canon. It is important to note no books or 

writings disagreeing with the Torah were included. Just because a 
book agreed with the Torah was no guarantee it would be included 

in the canon. Also, some books having apparent religious value 

were not included in the canon because they did not measure up to 
certain parts of the standard.

3
   

 

Canonization of the Old Testament was accepted by the Jews as 
the Word of God before the time of Christ, probably between 400 

and 200 BC. The Jews commonly referred to this literature as "The 

Law, the Prophets and the Writings." Some scholars suggest they 
had this three-fold division to identify whether the author was a 

prophet, priest, prince or king used by God to give a prophetic 

utterance.
4
 

 

Before, during and after the time of Christ, there was a 
proliferation of religious writings. Early church leaders became 

increasingly concerned about how to identify which writings were 

truly from God and which were the work of men. This search led 
to much discussion, debate, and some disagreement. Through a 

process spanning the first four centuries AD, the books of the 

canon of Scripture were identified. This process included not only 
the discussion and interaction of the apostles and other early 
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church leaders, but also four important councils: the Council of 

Nicea (AD 325-340), the Council of Hippo (AD 393), and two 
Councils of Carthage (AD 397 and AD 419).   

 

Other stimuli also contributed to the canonization of Scripture. One 
was the need of the 1st Century church. Early Christians needed to 

know what books could provide an authoritative norm for faith and 

practice. Another stimulus was heresy. There were people like 
Marcion, who rejected certain sections of the New Testament that 

most others considered to be God's Word. Without an approved 

canon, it was hard for early church members to know whom to 
believe. A third stimulus was missions. As Christian missionaries 

spread the gospel, they needed to know which writings were God's 

Word so they could confidently give them to their new converts. 
Persecution was also a clear incentive for canonization. The 

Roman emperor Diocletian ordered the burning of Scriptures and 

the persecution of Christians in approximately AD 302/3. 
Christians who hid religious writings wanted to know which 

writings were worth protecting with their lives.
5
 

 
In the canonization process, five principles were used for 

recognizing God's Word. A number of different Councils were 

held to discuss these principles and their application. By the end of 
the councils, the books in our current Bible had been identified and 

confirmed.   

 
The principles may be summarized by the following words: 

authoritative, apostolic (prophetic), authentic, active (dynamic), 
and accepted (received). Let's look at these one at a time.

6
 

 

a. Authoritative - Authoritative meant a writing had the authority 
of God. This served as the first and foremost principle in 

recognizing a writing's canonicity. It was also a logical 

presupposition of any Word of God. By God's very nature, His 
Word is authoritative.   
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The Councils used certain questions to determine the authority of a 
particular writing. For example, does the writing speak with 

authority?  Does the writer use a phrase like, "Thus saith the 

Lord"? Does it have an implicit authority commanding the 
attention of its readers? This principle easily identified the works 

of the prophets. Other writings were easily rejected. Some books, 

like Esther, required closer examination.   
 

b.  Apostolic (Prophetic) - Apostolic (or prophetic) meant a 

writing was written by a man of God. It was only logical the Word 
of God would come through a man of God. In the case of New 

Testament writings, the Councils asked, “Were these writings 

written by an apostle or a close associate of an apostle.”  Although 
Luke, the author of Luke and Acts, was not an apostle, he was a 

close associate of Paul. The books of Luke and Acts, thus, 

measured up to this standard. 
 

c. Authentic - Authentic meant a writing told the truth about God 

and man, and remained consistent with writings already recognized 
to be God's Word. This quality of God's Word also comes from the 

logical premise God does not lie and His Word is consistent. 

Agreement with the rest of God's Word did not make a writing 
automatically canonical, but disagreement definitely made it non-

canonical. 

 
d.  Active (Dynamic) - Active meant a writing had the power of 

God to change lives. Early church fathers believed God's Word 
was accurately described as “living and active” in Hebrews 4:12. 

If a writing had God as its source, a person who obeyed its 

message, would see his life change. 

 

e.  Accepted - Accepted meant the writing or book had been 

generally accepted by God's people. Christ stated His sheep 
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recognize His voice. Thus, generally speaking, Christians would 

recognize and accept writing truly from God.   
 

In summary, if a writing was clearly authoritative (it claimed to be 

His Word and contained no errors in history or theology), the rest 
of the principles could be essentially assumed. Since it was not 

always easy to determine the clear authority of a writing, the other 

principles became extremely helpful. The first three principles; 
authoritative, apostolic and authentic, were used explicitly on all 

books, while the last two principles, active and accepted, were 

used implicitly. In other words, if a writing measured up in the first 
three areas, the last two were essentially a given. If any of the first 

three were unclear, the last two helped clear the air. Every book the 

Council identified as canonical had to measure up to all five 
principles at least implicitly. Thus the canon of Scripture was 

identified.   

 
For a more complete look at the area of canonization, the book, A 

General Introduction To The Bible, by Norman L. Geisler and 

William E. Nix (1968, Moody Press) is extremely helpful. If you 
cannot find this book in your local library, you can certainly order 

it through a local Christian bookstore.   

 

4.  The Copying Accuracy of Old Testament Documents   

The fourth evidence for the Bible being God's 

Word is what might be called copying 
accuracy. This deals with the way the Bible has 

been handed down through the generations.   
 

Regarding the Old Testament, it was the job of 

scribes to copy the sacred writings of the Jews. 
They had meticulous rules governing their task. 

Writings could only be done on special animal 

skins. Every skin had to be marked off with a 
certain number of columns that had to stay 
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consistent throughout the entire document. Each column consisted 

of exactly 30 letters. Each skin had to have between 48 and 60 
lines. The ink had to be black, and the scribe could write nothing 

from memory. He had to meticulously copy each stroke after he 

looked back at the original. A precise distance of one hairs’ 
breadth between every consonant and a specific distance between 

sections and books also had to occur. Scribes were required to sit 

in full Jewish dress, and not begin to write the name of God with a 
pen that had been just dipped in ink. If while writing the name of 

God, the scribe was interrupted by even a king, he was to ignore 

that person until after he had completely written the name. Scribes 
methodically counted lines and letters, and if even one error was 

found, the new manuscript was destroyed and the whole processes 

restarted.
7
 

 

Why did the Jews have such rigid requirements in making copies 

of the their sacred writings? Their reverence for God demanded it! 
Also, they wanted God's Word to be handed down from one 

generation to the next without change or perversion.   

 
Unfortunately, old Hebrew manuscripts are rare. The reasons for 

this are many. The skins on which the writing was done have 

decayed over time. The wanderings of the Jews is another reason. 
As they constantly moved through the years, it was difficult to 

preserve ancient writings. Also, Jerusalem was conquered 47 times 

between 1800 BC and 1948 AD. These wars took their toll on the 
temple where the writings were kept. It was often plundered. In 

addition, the methodical destruction of worn manuscripts by the 
scribes eliminated the oldest documents. Finally, the 

standardization of Hebrew in the fifth and sixth centuries led to the 

disposal of many older documents. Up until 1947, the oldest 
Hebrew manuscripts available only dated back to the tenth century 

AD. Even with the incredibly accurate tradition of the scribes for 

copying text, skeptics still claimed the Old Testament probably had 
many changes from the original writings. The discovery of the 
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Dead Sea Scrolls in 1947 changed the minds of many of these 

skeptics. While pursuing a lost goat 7.5 miles south of Jericho, an 
Arab shepherd boy discovered a cave containing jars with several 

leather scrolls. Upon further investigation, several more caves were 

discovered with many more writings. These writings had belonged 
to a Jewish sect known as the Essenes who lived during the time of 

Christ. The scrolls contained much of the Old Testament. These 

writings provided evidence over one thousand years older than any 
previous writings. When they were compared to the manuscripts 

from the tenth century AD, there were virtually no changes! This 

confirmed the fact what we have today is indeed what was written 
from the very beginning.

8
   

 

Why was the Old Testament so accurately preserved? Many people 
believe it was the hand of God protecting His Word. 

 

5.  The Correlation of New Testament Documents  
The vast number and 

precise correlation of 

ancient New Testament 
documents is amazing 

and can only be 

adequately accounted for 
by divine intervention and 

protection. Other ancient 

historic documents are 
not nearly as plentiful. 

The Iliad of Homer was 
reconstructed from 643 

manuscripts. Caesar's 

Gallic Wars have only 
nine or ten remaining 

good manuscripts. Only 

20 manuscripts are 
available for Livy's, 
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History Of Rome. Conversely, approximately 3,000 Greek 

manuscripts remain of parts of the New Testament dating from as 
far back as the second century. In addition, the early church fathers 

of the second and third centuries quoted various parts of the New 

Testament some 36,000 times. Even if there were no Greek 
manuscripts available, the entire New Testament, except 11 verses, 

could be completely reconstructed from these quotations.   

 
The 9,000 manuscripts containing parts of ancient and medieval 

versions of the Old and New Testaments also serve as another 

source for reconstructing the New Testament. The service books, 
known as Lectionaries, used in early churches, also help in the 

reconstruction of the New Testament. At least 2,000 of these have 

survived through the ages.   
 

Another important factor about ancient manuscripts is the amount 

of time between their writing and the events they describe. Except 
for the New Testament, other ancient manuscripts postdate the 

events they describe by as much as 1,000 years. In the case of the 

New Testament, the earliest documents date within a generation of 
the time of Christ and many within 100-200 years. 

 

When these documents are compared and correlated, researchers 
find a number of variant readings partly because the copying 

practices for the New Testament were not nearly as stringent as 

those for the Old. However, most of the variants are trivialities and 
simply a matter of spelling or style.   

 
To better understand these variants, consider the following 

information. The New Testament was originally written in 

individual capital Greek letters known as unicals. No word 
divisions or punctuation were used. Words were simply strung 

together. Later, for ease of writing, scribes used lower case letters 

(miniscules) and cursive style. Still later, they divided words and 
added punctuation. This is where many of the variants came into 
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play. The science of Textual Criticism can easily explain these 

variants. Most of them have to do with spelling and style changes 
of the transcribers.   

 

A transcriber trying to determine how to divide the following 
letters: GODISNOWHERE could either divide it GOD IS NOW 

HERE or GOD IS NOWHERE. Other variants had to do with 

transposers accidentally leaving out a word or line as they copied a 
document. For an in depth discussion of the science of Textual 

Criticism and how it applies to the New Testament Documents, the 

book, An Introduction To The New Testament, by Geisler and Nix, 
Chapter 26, is invaluable. 

 

When all the variant readings of the New Testament are compared 
and correlated, many textual critics believe we can be 99.9% sure  

what we have today is what the original writers wrote.  It must be 

said the variants pose no problems with doctrinal issues.
9
 

 

What can account for the vast number of available New Testament 

Documents that are available compared to other ancient writings? 
What can account for their incredible agreement? The only 

reasonable explanation is, God is their ultimate author and 

preserver. 
 

6.  The Choice of Biblical Languages  

Another evidence for the Bible being God's Word 
is found in the original languages of the Bible. The 

primary languages are Hebrew in the Old 
Testament and Greek in the New Testament.   

 

It is indeed interesting that these are the two 
primary languages of the Bible. Hebrew is a 

pictorial language appealing to the senses and 

heart, and is a perfect choice for a biography of the 
Jewish people. Since the Old Testament was given 
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specifically to the Jews, it is also appropriate it be written in their 

own language.   
 

On the other hand, the New Testament is written in Greek. Greek 

is a very precise language appealing primarily to the mind. This is 
the perfect language for explaining God’s great doctrines and 

truths. 

 
An example of the exactness of the Greek language is found in the 

word “love.” In English, people say, “I love my wife,” “I love 

Pepsi Cola,” or “I love to play tennis.”  But what does love really 
mean? To a foreigner it would indeed be confusing. Greek, on the 

other hand, has several words for love. One word is “agape.” This 

is a selfless love that puts others first. In Greek, the meaning of 
Ephesians 5:25 is clear, “Husbands love (agape) your wives as 

Christ loved the church.”  

 
Greek was also the universal language of its day. Since God 

intended to spread His truth to the whole world, Greek was the 

ideal language to use. Hebrew, on the other hand was the perfect 
language to communicate God's Word to a specific people, the 

Jews. 

 
God has communicated to people in many ways throughout 

history. He used angels, visions, dreams, casting lots, conscience, 

creation, audible voice, the Holy Spirit and miracles. Although 
these have their place, God also wanted to communicate in a way 

that would reach a great number of people in a clear and 
transferable way. He did this through writing. The Hebrew and 

Greek languages were His perfect vehicles.  

 
It seems improbable these languages just happened to be the ones 

available when God decided to communicate. It is more reasonable 

that God prepared them ahead of time to fit into His eternal plan.
10
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7.  The Climate Conditions in Israel  
One factor allowing many 

biblical documents to survive 

through the centuries was the 
dry climate of the Holy 

Land. If God wanted to 

preserve certain writings it 
seems logical He would 

place them in a location 

conducive to their survival. 
If the Dead Sea Scrolls found 

in Israel’s desert had been buried in a humid area like the 

Southeastern United States, they would have decomposed long 
ago.   

 

Why did the Bible originate in an area with such a dry climate? 
Was it chance? I believe it was God's plan.  

 

8.  The Complete Unity of the Bible  
A unique characteristic of the Bible is its complete unity. Although 

it was written over a period of 1,500 years by 40 different authors 

from various backgrounds, it has a single theme – God’s wonderful 
plan of salvation. Certainly the canonization process helped ensure 

this unity but the unity is still amazing.   

 
Today, imagine taking 40 people and asking them to write a 

unified document on a particular subject. Unless they could talk 
extensively with each other, the prospects of overall unity would 

be quite slim. Even if they talked to one another, they would 

undoubtedly have differences of opinion, making writing such a 
document nearly impossible.   

 

What can account for the Bible's incredible unity? Nothing short of 
divine inspiration! 



21 

 

9.  Concise Prophecies and their Fulfillment   
One of the most amazing evidences for divine authorship of the 

Bible is prophecy within its pages. The Bible contains many 

predictions made long before the events they describe.  These 
events were subsequently fulfilled in precise detail. One specific 

example concerns the city of Tyre (Ezekiel 26). This prophecy 

contains eight specific predictions: 
 

1) The city would be destroyed by more than one nation (v4). 

2) The place where it stood would be wiped clean (vv4,14). 
3) It would become a place for spreading nets (vv 5, 14). 

4) The inhabitants would be slain by the sword (v6). 

5) Nebuchadnezzar would be one of the conquerors (vv7-13). 
6) The city would never be rebuilt (v14). 

7) Other people would tremble at the destruction (vv 15-18). 

8) The original city would be brought down and covered by the 
sea (v19). 

 

The incredible thing about this prophecy is it was made when Tyre 
was a thriving seaport city on the northern coast of Palestine. Part 

of the city was on the mainland and part on an island about one-

half mile off shore. Tyre's inhabitants, the Phoenicians, were a 
strong sea-going people, greatly feared for their maritime power. 

In those days with high walls and towers, the city was virtually 

impregnable. 
 

In 586 BC the king of Babylon, Nebuchadnezzar, laid siege to the 
city and finally conquered it 13 years later. Although this siege 

destroyed the mainland portion of Tyre, many of the Phoenicians 

were able to escape to the island. Nebuchadnezzar was unable to 
capture the island. His conquest fulfilled some but not all of the 

prophecy. For over 200 years, the city of Tyre remained as 

Nebuchadnezzar left it.   
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Later, during Alexander the Great’s conquests, the city was again 

attacked. Fearing the fleet of Tyre, Alexander's army laid siege to 
the area in 322 BC. Although he conquered some surrounding 

cities, his army was unable to take the island portion of Tyre. To 

finish the task, Alexander had his men scrape the ruins of the old 
city into the sea in order to build a causeway to the island. The idea 

worked and Tyre was completely destroyed.   

 
Other surrounding cities were so fearful of Alexander they 

peacefully opened their gates to him. 

 
Today those who visit Tyre will find a barren flat place where the 

city used to be. The original city lies under the sea as part of the 

causeway. Fishermen now use the place to spread their nets. 
 

Although Tyre's original location still has springs making it an 

ideal spot for reconstructing a new city, the site remains barren. All 
of the prophecy was thus completed. 

 

There are many prophecies about the Jewish people as well. 
Perhaps the best-known prophecy concerns their return to their 

homeland. When the Jews were scattered shortly after the time of 

Christ, people thought the fulfillment of the prophecy predicting 
their return to Israel (Isaiah 11:11,12) was virtually impossible. 

Then the miraculous happened. In 1948 following the close of 

World War II, Israel once again became a nation after a long 2,000 
year exile.   

 
Besides these prophecies, there are approximately 300 more about 

Christ in the Old Testament, most of which were fulfilled at His 

first coming. Some will be fulfilled at His second coming. 
 

What can account for the incredibly precise biblical prophecies and 

their fulfillment? Again, the only adequate explanation is, the 
Bible is God's Word.   
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10.  The Capacity of the Bible to Survive   
A tenth evidence for the Bible being the 

Word of God is its incredible capacity to 

survive. Throughout history, there have 
been many violent attacks against it, all to 

no avail. In AD 302-303, the Roman 

emperor, Diocletian, issued an imperial 
letter ordering the burning of churches 

and the destruction by fire of any 

Scriptures. All people holding a church 
office would lose their civil rights, and any common people 

persisting in their Christian beliefs would lose their liberty. 

Obviously, the Bible withstood this aggressive assault. 
 

In the 1700s, the famous French writer, Voltaire, predicted the 

Bible would pass into obscurity within a few years. Instead it was 
Voltaire who has passed into relative obscurity. Ironically, within 

50 years of his death, the Geneva Bible Society was using 

Voltaire’s printing press and home to print Bibles.
11

 
 

11.  Concise Scientific Data  

Another evidence for the Bible being God's Word is its concise 
scientific data. Although the Bible is not primarily a scientific 

book, when it speaks about scientific things it does so with 

amazing accuracy. 
 

Throughout history, the scientific world has pointed an accusing 
finger at the Bible, saying it contains scientific errors. Time has 

shown science to be wrong and the Bible to be right. 

 
One example has to do with the number of stars. Before the 

telescope was invented in the seventeenth century, astronomers 

believed there were approximately 1000 stars. Ptolemy put the 
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number at 1,056.  Tycho Brahe catalogued 777 stars. Kepler 

believed there were 1,005.   
 

With the invention of the telescope, 

we now know there are more than 
100 billion stars in our own galaxy 

and innumerable galaxies similar to 

our own. Jeremiah 33:22 reads, 
"The host of heaven cannot be 

counted." This statement refers to 

the number of stars in the heavens. 
It is interesting how long it took 

science to figure out what the Bible 

taught all along.   
 

Another example comes from Job 26:7 which reads, "He hangs the 

earth on nothing." The idea the earth hangs in space by itself 
sounds like scientific talk from the twenty first century. Although 

scientists did not believe this until several hundred years ago, the 

Bible has taught it for thousands of years.  
 

A third example is found in Isaiah 40:22. It reads, "It is He who 

sits above the circle of the earth..." The Hebrew word for circle is 
chuwg which can be better translated sphericity or roundness. Until 

modern times, people believed the world was flat. The Bible has 

always taught it is round. Again it took time for science to see the 
truth.   

 
A fifth example is found in Job 36:27,28 and Ecclesiastes 1:6-7. 

These passages explain the winds and the hydrologic processes of 

evaporation, condensation, and precipitation. This explanation is 
miraculous considering these facts were not clearly understood 

until more recent times.   
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The sanitation and dietary laws of Moses found in Leviticus also 

show the scientific accuracy of the Bible. Certain foods were 
considered unclean which the Jews were forbidden to eat. Other 

foods were considered clean and fit for human consumption. We 

now know there are good reasons for obeying these laws.   
 

Also, God commanded the Jews to follow a certain procedure for 

disposing of human excrement (Deuteronomy 23:12-14). This 
procedure saved the Jews from many diseases that plagued other 

cultures. We now know these laws are scientifically prudent.
12

 

 
In Genesis 1:1 the author says, "In the beginning God created the 

heavens and the earth." The word for create is the word bara. It 

means to create something out of nothing. The Bible clearly 
teaches that God spoke things into existence.   

 

There have been many different scientific theories regarding 
origins. Many are now known to be false. One of the latest theories 

says everything began from an infinitesimal particle that exploded 

in a big bang. The question this raises is, “Where did the 
infinitesimal particle come from?” It seems this theory is another 

of man's futile attempts to explain the universe apart from an 

infinite God.  
 

If some scientists can believe the whole universe started from an 

infinitesimally small particle, why can they not believe it started 
from an infinite God who spoke things into existence? One reason 

seems to be that to admit there is a God, would mean they would 
have to obey Him. Many would clearly rather maintain control of 

their own lives. 

 
It is interesting to note, if the Bible had accommodated scientific 

thought for even the last hundred years, it would be obsolete today. 

Many scientific theories have been replaced by new ones. It seems 
the more we learn about science, the more we see the Bible’s 
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accuracy. As science continues to advance, I believe we will see 

even more biblical truth being confirmed.   
 

The fact is, there are many scientists today who believe in God, 

and see no contradiction between science and faith. They have 
followed in the footsteps of countless other scientists, including 

Albert Einstein. There are also organizations like the Institute for 

Creation Research (ICR), and Answers In Genesis (AIG) made up 
of scientists who believe in God. They continue to publish 

outstanding books that show the correlation of faith and science. 

 
What can account for the scientific accuracy of the Bible? The 

only realistic explanation is divine authorship.   

 

12.  The Confirmation of Historic Data by Archeology 

Still another evidence for the 

Bible being God's Word is the 
confirmation of its historic 

data by archeology. In the 

past, the Bible has taken a 
beating from those who said it 

contained historical 

inaccuracies. Archeology 
continues to prove otherwise. 

Over the years, more and 

more of the persons, places and events of the Bible have been 
confirmed.  

 
One interesting example is found in 2 Kings 17:4 where it reads, 

"But the king of Assyria found conspiracy in Hoshea, and has sent 

messengers to So king of Egypt..." Many historians have attacked 
this passage because history shows there never was a king by the 

name of "So" in Egypt. Now it is known the city of Sais, the 

capital of an Egyptian province, is where the king of Egypt resided 
at the time 2 Kings 17:4 was written. The text should read, "To So 
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(Sais), to the king of Egypt." Hosea, the king of Israel, was writing 

to the Egyptian king who lived in Sais, requesting his help in 
fighting the Assyrians. Instead of proving the Bible to be 

inaccurate, this passage confirms the Bible's accuracy.
13

 

 
Although the confirmation of archeology does not prove the Bible 

is God's Word, it certainly is strong supporting evidene.  

  

13.  Changeless Truth   

There is no doubt the Bible contains 

changeless truth. This is another evidence it 
is God's Word. It shows people how to have 

financial success, how to raise children, how 

to have a strong marriage, how to get along 
with others, how to avoid moral pitfalls, 

how to solve conflict, how to forgive people, 

how to have peace and joy, and a thousand 
other things. Those who have made the 

Bible their handbook for living have found 

great fulfillment. 
 

What can account for the amazing principles found in the Bible? 

The only satisfactory explanation is the Bible is God's Word. God 
knows how we should operate and has given us the blueprint for 

life. When we follow His instructions, good things happen! When 

we don’t, we suffer the consequences no matter how good our 
intentions. 

 

14.  The Capability to Change Lives 

Not only is biblical truth changeless, it has the power to change 

lives. When Christ said, “Come to Me, all who are weary and 
heavy-laden, and I will give you rest” (Mt 11:28), He meant it! 

When the apostle Paul stated, “Therefore if any man is in Christ, 

he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new 
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things have come” (2 Cor 5:17), this was more than wishful 

thinking.  
 

The testimonies of those whose lives have been 

transformed by the power of God are endless. One 
such example is Pete. Pete was a playboy fireman who 

lived the motto, "Let the good times roll." In the midst 

of life-in-the-fast-lane, Pete found little fulfillment or 
meaning. Just the same, he was very negative toward 

Christianity and opposed anyone who questioned his 

self-indulgent lifestyle. Through a series of 
circumstances Pete came to Christ and did a 180 

degree turn in his attitudes. He became a great 

advocate of Christianity.  
 

What can account for the millions like Pete who have had their 

lives radically changed by the message of the gospel? The only 
acceptable explanation is the Bible is God's Word. Hebrews 4:12 

states, “For the word of God is living and active and sharper than 

any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul 
and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the 

thoughts and intentions of the heart.” 

 

15. Common Appeal and Circulation  
The Bible has enjoyed the greatest common appeal and circulation 

of any book in the world. It is the greatest selling book of all time. 
There are no close seconds. As other books have come and gone, 

the Bible continues to sell countless millions of copies each year. It 
is estimated that by 1932 more than 1.3 billion Bibles or portions 

of the Bible had been published.
14

  Today the number is several 

times that figure.   
 

In the era of modern technology when religion is out of vogue for 

many people, the Bible remains the number one best seller.   
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What can account for the amazing appeal and circulation of the 

Bible?  Again, the only clear explanation is the Bible is God's 
Word.  

 

16. The Code of Moral Standards  
The Ten Commandments (Ex 20) are also 

evidence the Bible is God's Word. They 

remain the bedrock for morality around the 
world. Sane people everywhere believe 

murder, adultery, stealing, lying and 

coveting are wrong. Even in cultures that 
claim to advocate different values, 

individuals are quick to scream foul when 

someone lies to them or commits adultery 
with their spouse.    

 

What can account for the universal acceptance of the moral 
principles of the Ten Commandments? The logical explanation is 

God is their author.   

 

17. The Church’s Success   

The existence of the church and its success is strong evidence the 

Bible is God's Word. The local church is the place where the 
principles of the Bible are systematically taught. If the Bible is 

God's Word, it is logical an organization which followed its 

teachings would enjoy success. This is precisely what is happening 
with the Christian church. Churches can be found in essentially 

every city of the western world and many other areas as well. Even 
in places where Christianity is outlawed, underground churches 

exist and often thrive. 

 
Although there are also cult groups in the world, none have 

enjoyed the long-term success of God’s Christian church. Many of 

the cults claim to be Christian and even teach many Christian 
values, which may be one reason why people are drawn to them.  



30 

 

Islam is also growing rapidly, but it often makes converts through 
coercion. If faced with the choice of conversion or death, many 

people will choose to convert. Becoming a Christian, on the other 

hand, is a choice people make based on their desire to give their 
lives to a God who loves them and sent His Son to die for them.  

 

What can account for the worldwide success of the church? The 
logical explanation is that the Bible, from which the church gets its 

teachings, is the Word of God.  

 

18.  The Comforting and Convicting Power of the Bible   

The Bible's comforting and convicting power is clear evidence it is 

God's Word. Again, Hebrews 4:12 states, “For the Word of God is 
living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and 

piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and 

marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the 
heart.” 

 

Christians everywhere find the above stated principle to be true. 
Scripture is living and active. It judges the thoughts and intentions 

of the heart.   

 
The Bible not only convicts us of sin, it gives great comfort to 

those who read its pages. People who are anxious find inner peace 

as they read the Bible. The promises found in its pages have helped 
millions make it through difficult times. Someone has rightly said, 

“The Bible afflicts the comfortable and comforts the afflicted.” 
 

What can adequately account for the convicting and comforting 

power of the Bible? The clearest explanation is it is God's Word. 
 

19.  The Conclusion of Alternate Appeal  
An extremely interesting argument for the Bible being God’s Word 
was first put forth by the famous preacher and theologian, Charles 
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Wesley. It is known as the argument from Alternate Appeal. It 

goes as follows: 
 

The Bible must either be the invention of good men or angels, bad 

men or devils, or of God. 
 

It could not be the invention of good men or angels, for they 

neither would or could make a book, and tell lies all the time they 
were writing it, saying, “Thus saith the Lord,” when it was their 

own invention. 

 
It could not be the invention of bad men or devils, for they would 

not make a book which commands all duty, forbids all sin, and 

condemns their souls to hell for eternity. 
 

Therefore, I draw this conclusion; the Bible must be given by 

divine inspiration.
15 

 

This unusual argument has caused many to believe! 

 
In summary, some of the evidences for the Bible being the Word 

of God are as follows: 

 
  1. Claims in the Bible    

  2. Christ’s endorsement   

  3. Canonization of Scripture   
  4. Copying accuracy of Old Testament documents  

  5. Correlation of New Testament documents   
  6. Choice of Biblical languages   

  7. Climatic conditions in Israel  

  8. Complete unity of the Bible 
  9. Concise prophecies and their fulfillment 

10. Capacity of the Bible to survive   

11. Concise scientific data   
12. Confirmation of Historic data by archeology 
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13. Changeless truth  

14. Capability to change lives    
15. Common appeal and circulation of the Bible  

16. Code of moral standards    

17. The church’s success     
18. Comforting and convicting power of the Bible  

19. The conclusion of alternate appeal 

 
Do you believe the Bible is God’s infallible (incapable of error) 

and inerrant (without error) Word? If so, you have joined millions 

of others. The evidence is solid.  
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Is The Bible God’s Word? – Discussion Questions 

 

 

1. Which if any of the reasons given in this booklet to support 

the assertion the Bible is God’s Word, stand out to you as 
especially convincing? 

 

 
 

 

2. Which reasons seem a little weak? 
 

 

 
 

 

3. What reasons have you heard skeptics give for why they 
reject the Bible? 

 

 
 

 

4. Do you think most believers and non-believers can 
adequately defend their own beliefs regarding the Bible’s 

origin? 

 
 

 
 

5. In your opinion, does it really matter whether or not the Bible 

is God’s Word? Explain. 
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6. What is the Bible’s view about its own origin? Give three 

supporting verses. 
 

 

 
 

7. What evidence is found in the Bible to support the claim the 

New Testament is God’s Word? 
 

 

 
 

8. What view did the apostles Peter and Paul have regarding 

Scripture’s author? Give verses to support your answer. 
 

 

 
 

9. Did Jesus endorse the Bible as the Word of God? Give verses 

to support your answer. 
 

 

 
Summarize in a sentence each of the following evidences for 

why the Bible is the Word of God. 

 
- Claims in the Bible 

    
 

- Christ’s endorsement 

 
   

- Canonization of Scripture   
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- Copying accuracy of Old Testament documents  

 
 

- Correlation of Old and New Testament documents 

 
 

- Choice of biblical languages 

 
 

- Climatic conditions in Israel 

 
  

- Complete unity of the Bible 

 
 

- Concise prophecies and their fulfillment 

 
 

- Capacity of the Bible to survive 

 
   

- Concise scientific data 

 
   

- Confirmation of historic data by archeology 

 
 

- Changeless truth 
 

  

- Capability to change lives 
 

    

- Common appeal and circulation of the Bible 
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- Code of moral standards 
 

    

- The church’s success 
 

     

- Comforting and convicting power of the Bible 
 

  

- The conclusion of alternate appeal 
 

 

 
 

How has the information in this chapter affected your view of the 

Bible’s authorship? 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
Write down any questions you have for the next Answers Course 

session in the space below. 
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At this point, you may be interested in knowing what it takes to have a 

personal relationship with God. If so, here is what you should know.  

 

- God created humans as his finest creation. He created them with 

the ability to make moral choices (Genesis 1-3) 

- Mankind chose to disobey God (to sin) – Genesis 3 

- Sin separates mankind from God – Isaiah 59:2 

- All humans have sinned – Romans 3:23 

- The penalty for sin is death – Romans 6:23 (All men will die 

physically. Their sin also causes them to be spiritually dead. If they 

die without having their sin forgiven, they will be eternally 

separated from God.) 

- After physical death comes judgment – Hebrews 9:27 (Men will 

stand before God and be judged. Those whose sins are not forgiven 

will be eternally separated from Him in Hell.) 

- No amount of good works, or any other human effort can pay the 

penalty for a person’s sin & get him into heaven – Ephesians 2:8,9 

- Only Christ can/did pay the penalty for man’s sin – 1 Peter 3:18 

- A person’s salvation is not automatic. Instead it comes when a 

person believes in God by placing his faith in Him – John 3:16 

(This is not just head belief, it is wholehearted commitment.) 

- A person can place his trust in Christ by receiving Him as Lord 

(the One who now calls the shots in a person’s life), and Savior 

(the One who saves him from sin). – John 1:12, Romans 10:9,10 

 

If you would like to place your faith in Christ today, here is a prayer you can 

pray. As you pray, remember that God is more concerned with the attitude of 

your heart than the exact words you use. He loves you. 

 

Salvation Prayer - Lord, I admit to You that I am a sinner. I have sinned in 

thought, word, and deed. I repent of my sin and ask You to forgive me, and 

to come into my life through the power of the Holy Spirit to be my Lord and 

Savior. I give myself to You. Make me the person You want me to be. 

 

If you sincerely prayed this prayer you are saved. Your salvation is not 

based on any good thing you have done, but on Christ’s death for you on the 

cross. In order to grow as a Christian you are encouraged to get a Bible and 

to begin reading and studying it. You are also encouraged to get involved in 

a good church and to pray. If you have Christian friends, tell them about 

your decision and allow them to help you grow in your faith. Blessings… 
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