
1 
Copyright 2013 CR Losey  

 

Cornelius, Peter and Salvation 
 

Acts 10:1-48 (NASB) 
 

By Chris Losey 
 

Intro 

 It has always been God’s plan to take the gospel, the good news of 
salvation through Christ, to all people, and for all people to have 
the opportunity to receive Jesus as personal Lord and Savior. Those 
who receive Jesus, also receive the indwelling Holy Spirit. Have you 
received Christ? Have you received the Spirit?  

 The Scripture passage today, Acts 10:1-48, tells the amazing story 
of Peter, a Jew, taking the good news of Christ to the Gentiles 
(non-Jews). The Jews had already received the good news of Christ 
on the day of Pentecost. In Acts chapter eight the Samaritans 
received the Holy Spirit. Now in Acts chapter ten, the Gentiles 
receive it. Jews, Samaritans, and Gentiles all receiving the Holy 
Spirit. You may ask, “What is so important about that?” The 
importance lies in the fact that all three groups basically despised 
each other. The Jews hated the Samaritans because they 
considered them half-breeds. Samaritans were part Jew but also 
part Gentile. The Jews had been told to keep their ethnicity pure, 
so the ones who hadn’t lived up to that standard were looked 
down upon by those who did. Both groups despised the Gentiles 
because Gentiles had no Jewish lineage. The Gentile nations had 
oppressed the Jews so there was no love lost between them. 

 You may remember that in Old Testament times the Jewish nation 
had a Northern Kingdom called Israel and a Southern Kingdom 
called Judah. Israel (the Northern Kingdom) was the first of the two 
to be conquered. It fell to the Assyrian Empire which took many of 
the Jews from the Northern Kingdom and scattered them across 
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the Assyrian Empire. The Assyrians then brought many non-Jews 
from other parts of the Assyrian empire and transplanted them in 
Israel. Soon the Jews and non-Jews intermarried. Eventually the 
Southern Jewish Kingdom known as Judah was conquered by the 
Babylonian Empire. Rather than scattering the conquered Jews like 
the Assyrians had done, the Babylonians simply took all the upper 
class Jews to Babylon as slaves leaving the lower-class poor Jews in 
Judah. The Jews left in their own land eventually intermarried with 
non-Jews. Many of these people lived in the area of Samaria which 
is between the Northern and Southern Kingdoms. When the 
pureblooded Jews from Babylon eventually returned to their 
homeland, they found what they considered to be half-breeds: 
Jews who had married non-Jews. Hatred began between the two 
groups. The Jews hated the Samaritans, and the Samaritans hated 
the Jews. Both groups had disdain for Gentiles who they 
considered no-breeds because they had no Jewish blood in them. 

 How could God bring the three groups together? He did it by giving 
the gospel and the Holy Spirit to the Jews first. He then gave the 
gospel and the Spirit to the Samaritans and made sure that Jews 
were present to observe the miracle. He then in Acts 10 had Jews 
present when Gentiles received the gospel and the Spirit. Since the 
Jews, Samaritans, and Gentiles all received the Spirit after receiving 
Jesus as Lord and Savior, this meant that the three groups were 
part of the ame Christian church. They were brothers and sisters in 
Christ. They had to love each other. Like one person said to an 
enemy who came to Christ, “Now that we are both Christians, you 
still don’t have to like me, but you’ve got to love me, cuz I’m your 
brother in Christ. 
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 With that said, let’s see what we can learn from this amazing 
passage. I invite you to turn to Acts 10:1 where we begin with 
Cornelius’ vision. 

 
Cornelius’ Vision – Ac 10:1-8 
1 Now there was a man at Caesarea named Cornelius, a centurion of 
what was called the Italian cohort, 2 a devout man and one who 
feared God with all his household, and gave many alms to the Jewish 
people and prayed to God continually. 3 About the ninth hour of the 
day he clearly saw in a vision an angel of God who had just come in 
and said to him, "Cornelius!" 4 And fixing his gaze on him and being 
much alarmed, he said, "What is it, Lord?" And he said to him, "Your 
prayers and alms have ascended as a memorial before God. 5 "Now 
dispatch some men to Joppa and send for a man named Simon, who 
is also called Peter; 6 he is staying with a tanner named Simon, whose 
house is by the sea." 7 When the angel who was speaking to him had 
left, he summoned two of his servants and a devout soldier of those 
who were his personal attendants, 8 and after he had explained 
everything to them, he sent them to Joppa. 
 
Summary – Cornelius a Roman centurion and Gentile stationed in the 
city of Caesarea saw a vision of an angel who instructed him to send 
for Simon Peter (a Jew) who was at Joppa because the angel told 
Cornelius that Peter had a special message for him. Cornelius, a 
religious man, called two of his servants and a devout soldier 
together and sent them off to find Peter and invite him to return with 
them. 
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This Brings us to: 
 
Peter’s Vision  - Ac 10:9-16 
 9 On the next day, as they were on their way and approaching the 
city, Peter went up on the housetop about the sixth hour to pray. 10 

But he became hungry and was desiring to eat; but while they were 
making preparations, he fell into a trance; 11 and he *saw the sky 
opened up, and an object like a great sheet coming down, lowered by 
four corners to the ground, 12 and there were in it all kinds of four-
footed animals and crawling creatures of the earth and birds of the 
air. 13 A voice came to him, "Get up, Peter, kill and eat!" 14 But Peter 
said, "By no means, Lord, for I have never eaten anything unholy and 
unclean." 15 Again a voice came to him a second time, "What God has 
cleansed, no longer consider unholy." 16 This happened three times, 
and immediately the object was taken up into the sky. 
 
Summary: As Cornelius’ men approached Joppa where Peter was 
staying, Peter had a vision which ultimately made him understand 
that God’s wants all people to hear the gospel and have the 
opportunity to be saved. 
 
Next let’s move to the section where Peter meets Cornelius’ 
entourage. 
 
Peter meets Cornelius’ Entourage – Ac 10:17-23 
17 Now while Peter was greatly perplexed in mind as to what the 
vision which he had seen might be, behold, the men who had been 
sent by Cornelius, having asked directions for Simon's house, 
appeared at the gate; 18 and calling out, they were asking whether 
Simon, who was also called Peter, was staying there. 19 While Peter 
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was reflecting on the vision, the Spirit said to him, "Behold, three 
men are looking for you. 20 "But get up, go downstairs and accompany 
them without misgivings, for I have sent them Myself." 21 Peter went 
down to the men and said, "Behold, I am the one you are looking for; 
what is the reason for which you have come?" 22 They said, 
"Cornelius, a centurion, a righteous and God-fearing man well spoken 
of by the entire nation of the Jews, was divinely directed by a holy 
angel to send for you to come to his house and hear a message from 
you." 23 So he invited them in and gave them lodging. And on the next 
day he got up and went away with them, and some of the brethren 
from Joppa accompanied him. 
 
Summary: As Peter is contemplating the meaning of his vision, 
Cornelius’ entourage arrived. The Spirit directed Peter to talk with 
them and to go with them. He then went and talked with the men 
Cornelius had sent and discovered that an angel had directed them to 
Peter so that he could go with them back to Caesarea and share the 
gospel with Cornelius. Peter invited the men to spend the night and 
the next day they all headed to Caesarea. Next, Peter meets 
Cornelius. 
 
Peter meets Cornelius – Acts 10:24-33 
 24 On the following day he entered Caesarea. Now Cornelius was 
waiting for them and had called together his relatives and close 
friends. 25 When Peter entered, Cornelius met him, and fell at his feet 
and worshiped him. 26 But Peter raised him up, saying, "Stand up; I 
too am just a man." 27 As he talked with him, he entered and *found 
many people assembled. 28 And he said to them, "You yourselves 
know how unlawful it is for a man who is a Jew to associate with a 
foreigner or to visit him; and yet God has shown me that I should not 
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call any man unholy or unclean. 29 "That is why I came without even 
raising any objection when I was sent for. So I ask for what reason 
you have sent for me." 30 Cornelius said, "Four days ago to this hour, I 
was praying in my house during the ninth hour; and behold, a man 
stood before me in shining garments, 31 and he *said, 'Cornelius, your 
prayer has been heard and your alms have been remembered before 
God. 32 ~'Therefore send to Joppa and invite Simon, who is also called 
Peter, to come to you; he is staying at the house of Simon the tanner 
by the sea.' 33 "So I sent for you immediately, and you have been kind 
enough to come. Now then, we are all here present before God to 
hear all that you have been commanded by the Lord." 
 
Summary: When Peter and the group reached Caesarea, Cornelius 
was waiting for them. Cornelius subsequently tried to worship Peter 
but Peter stopped him, saying that he, Peter, was just a man. Peter 
then explained that normally it was not good for Jews to socialize 
with Gentiles, but that had changed since God had showed him that 
he should not call any man unclean. Cornelius then explained why he 
had sent for Peter, and that they were all ready to hear whatever 
Peter had to say. Next, Peter shares the gospel. 
 
Peter Shares the Gospel – Acts 10:34-43 
 34 Opening his mouth, Peter said: "I most certainly understand now 
that God is not one to show partiality, 35 but in every nation the man 
who fears Him and does what is right is welcome to Him. 36 "The word 
which He sent to the sons of Israel, preaching peace through Jesus 
Christ (He is Lord of all)— 37 you yourselves know the thing which 
took place throughout all Judea, starting from Galilee, after the 
baptism which John proclaimed. 38 "You know of Jesus of Nazareth, 
how God anointed Him with the Holy Spirit and with power, and how 
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He went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by 
the devil, for God was with Him. 39 "We are witnesses of all the things 
He did both in the land of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They also put 
Him to death by hanging Him on a cross. 40 "God raised Him up on the 
third day and granted that He become visible, 41 not to all the people, 
but to witnesses who were chosen beforehand by God, that is, to us 
who ate and drank with Him after He arose from the dead. 42 "And He 
ordered us to preach to the people, and solemnly to testify that this 
is the One who has been appointed by God as Judge of the living and 
the dead. 43 "Of Him all the prophets bear witness that through His 
name everyone who believes in Him receives forgiveness of sins." 
 
The Gentiles Believe and are Baptized – Acts 10:44-48 
 44 While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit fell upon 
all those who were listening to the message. 45 All the circumcised 
believers who came with Peter were amazed, because the gift of the 
Holy Spirit had been poured out on the Gentiles also. 46 For they were 
hearing them speaking with tongues and exalting God. Then Peter 
answered, 47 "Surely no one can refuse the water for these to be 
baptized who have received the Holy Spirit just as we did, can he?"   
48 And he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. 
Then they asked him to stay on for a few days.  
 
So what can we learn from the first eight verses of Acts 10? 
 

Principles 
 
1 – God prepares unbelievers to receive His Word – vv1-6 
God prepared Cornelius to receive His Word by: 
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- Giving Cornelius a heart for the things of God. Cornelius was a 
devout man and had a deep reverence for God. In fact his whole 
household had this reverent attitude. He gave alms (money) to 
the Jewish people. As a centurion, one who was in charge of 100 
men, he had a higher salary than the average soldier and 
undoubtedly lived better even being stationed in a foreign land. 
He used some of his wealth to help the Jews. Very admirable.  

- By allowing Cornelius to see the vision of the angel and 
respond in a positive way. At the ninth hour (3 PM) he saw the 
vision of the angel who called his name “Cornelius” and 
Cornelius responded by saying “What is it, Lord?” In other words 
he said to the angel, “What’s going on.” When the angel told 
Cornelius to send some men to Joppa to find Peter, Cornelius 
didn’t argue, he simply obeyed.  

 
The concept of God preparing unbelievers to receive His Word means 
that God is working among those who are lost, wooing them to 
Himself. This is what John 6:44 (NASB) indicates,  “44 "No one can 
come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will 
raise him up on the last day.” Obviously God was drawing Cornelius a 
Gentile to Himself. It is up to us as Christians to be alert for those 
people who God is working on. When we share with them, they will 
often be open to what we have to say. That is why it is important for 
us to do a little fishing with questions like “Do you have any spiritual 
beliefs? Do you believe there is a heaven? How do you believe a 
person gets there? Where do you think you are going when you die? 
 
In the incredible book, “Hammered as Gold” God prepared a man by 
the name of Victor Landero by placing a hunger in him to purchase a 
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Bible and learn how to read. Pg 95. This man became an amazing 
witness for Christ. 
 
I was having a conversation about two weeks ago at a doctor’s office 
in the infusion room. As it turned out there were only two of us there 
and the infusion took about an hour and a half. I eventually struck up 
a conversation with the other person and was able to ask them at 
what seemed to be an appropriate time, “Do you believe in God?” 
We talked for some time about this and it she was totally open about 
it and wanted to receive the booklet, “Does God Exist.” 
 
Another thing we can learn from Acts 10:1-8 is: 
 
2 – People can be religious without being saved – vv1-6 
Although Cornelius was a religious man, he did not know Jesus as his 
Lord and Savior. That’s why God was directing Cornelius to get Peter. 
Peter was going to tell Cornelius and his family about the need to put 
their faith in Christ. 
 
Some people might be fooled into thinking that religious people must 
automatically be Christians but it simply isn’t true. There are religious 
people all over the world who don’t know Christ.  
 
Yesterday at the Valley Family Fellowship event I talked with 
Prosperly Lyngdoh and he shared about Hindu people who are 
amazingly religious. For example, many devout Hindus get up at 4 AM 
in order to prepare themselves to pray at 6 AM. Between 4 AM and 6 
AM they are preparing offerings and all sorts of religious things just 
to be ready to pray at 6 AM. But in all their religiosity, they don’t 
know Christ. 
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The same is true in a sense in the United States. There are many 
people who are religious and hold various beliefs about God, but who 
do not have a personal relationship with Christ. I hope that you are 
not one of those people. If you are, I encourage you today to place 
your faith in Christ who alone can save you from your sin. Ask him in 
to be your Lord and Savior. 
 
Before Victor Landero came to Christ, a friend of Victor’s from his 
village saw Victor reading his Bible and said, “So Victor, now you are 
an evangelical?” Victor answered “No, but I found this old Bible and 
I’m reading it.” Pg 96, Hammered as Gold.” 
  
A third principle we can learn is: 
 
3 – When people seek God, He will reveal Himself – vv4-8 
Even as God was drawing Cornelius to Himself, Cornelius was 
responding by trying to seek after God. This is a beautiful balance of 
divine sovereignty and human responsibility. God prompts us, but we 
have to respond by exercising our free will. 
 
A few days after Victor Landero’s friend saw him reading his Bible, 
another missionary came to Nueva Estacion (Victor’s village) and 
asked if anyone knew of anyone who had a Bible. Victor’s friend just 
happened to be there when the question was asked and he directed 
the missionary to Victor’s house.  After some conversation, the 
missionary asked Victor if he could help Victor better understand the 
Bible and Victor said yes. As the months passed and the missionary 
visited, Victor grew in his understanding of the Bible and eventually 
asked Jesus to be his Lord and Savior. Pg 97, “Hammered as Gold.” 
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4 – God’s timing is perfect – vv9,17 
When Cornelius sent for Peter, Peter was up praying as the men from 
Cornelius approached the city – v8. While he was contemplating the 
vision he had just seen, the men came to the gate of the home where 
Peter was staying and inquired if he was there – v17.  At essentially 
the next moment, the Spirit directed Peter to go down and meet the 
men and to go with them – v19. 
 
In Victor Landero’s life, sometime after he became a Christian, there 
was an amazing incident. He had a dream that he was to go share the 
gospel to people in a hut that he saw in his dream. The fence and 
gate were vivid in the dream, but Victor blew it off as just a dream. 
For over eight months God worked on him bringing the dream to 
mind until Victor told his wife that he must go and find the hut and 
preach the gospel…  He left his own village not knowing where he 
was going. On the second day he came into a clearing and recognized 
the hut with the gate and fence. He went to the front door and said 
he was there to preach the gospel. Astonished, a lady in the hut said 
that she had just had a dream three days prior that a man was 
coming to preach the gospel. She didn’t know what the word, gospel, 
meant. She gathered family and friends, twenty four in all, and Victor 
preached that evening. All came to Christ. They invited ten more the 
next evening and they all came to Christ. Pg 112-114 
  
5 – God works through believers to reach non-believers – vv9-16 
I’m sure that some people wish that God would reach people through 
another means besides people, but God’s method for reaching other 
people is people. The truth is we ought to be so thankful for the 
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salvation we have in Christ that we can’t wait to have the opportunity 
to tell someone else. 
 
God’s method of reaching Cornelius and his family and friends was to 
use Peter. God’s method of reaching Victor Landero was to use two 
different missionaries.  
 
Have you ever heard of the Gospel Blimp?  I heard a story about 
some people who were strategizing how to reach their community 
and the idea someone threw out for consideration was to hire a 
Blimp to fly over the city with the message “Jesus Saves” flashing on 
the side of it…  These non-human methods may sound intriguing but 
God’s method is to use people, not blimps, to reach people. 
 
6 – Believers must be ready and willing to be used – vv19-23 
Peter did not stay upstairs but willingly went down to talk to his 
visitors and the next day went off with them to another city. A little 
inconvenient to say the least. How often are we willing to be 
inconvenienced for the gospel? 
 
Victor bargained with God about his farm… – pg 101 
 
7 - Believers need to listen to the Spirit to see where God is working 
– vv19-23 
Peter listened to the Sprit  - vv19,20. Victor Landero listened to God 
through His Word and bargaining. He constantly tried to sense where 
God was working or calling him to work – like with His store being 
open on Sunday. 
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8 - Believers need humility as they minister – vv24-30 
Peter corrected Cornelius when Cornelius tried to worship him. There 
may be times in our ministries when people try to build us up too 
much. W e need to set them straight.  
 
Dave Howard said that one thing that marked Victor’s life was 
humility. 
 
9 – Believers need to be good listeners as they minister – vv31-33 
Peter listened to the men who visited him and he listened to 
Cornelius. We need to listen to people’s hearts so we know better 
where they are coming from and how to minister to them. 
 
10 - Believers need to be able to articulate the gospel – vv34-43 
Peter gave a clear gospel presentation and ended it with the need for 
people to believe in Christ in order to be saved. 
 
Victor Landero’s story… pg 116-117 
 
11 - Believers need to expect great results – vv44-46 
Many came to Christ with Peter. 
Many came to Christ with Victor. 
 
12 – New believers should be baptized – vv47-48 
 
Cornelius and those who received Christ were baptized. 
 
Conclusion 
God works in amazing ways…. Read principles to audience… 
Acts 10:1-48 (NASB)  
1 Now there was a man at Caesarea named Cornelius, a centurion of what was called the Italian cohort, 2 
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a devout man and one who feared God with all his household, and gave many alms to the Jewish people 
and prayed to God continually. 3 About the ninth hour of the day he clearly saw in a vision an angel of 
God who had just come in and said to him, "Cornelius!" 4 And fixing his gaze on him and being much 
alarmed, he said, "What is it, Lord?" And he said to him, "Your prayers and alms have ascended as a 
memorial before God. 5 "Now dispatch some men to Joppa and send for a man named Simon, who is 
also called Peter; 6 he is staying with a tanner named Simon, whose house is by the sea." 7 When the 
angel who was speaking to him had left, he summoned two of his servants and a devout soldier of those 
who were his personal attendants, 8 and after he had explained everything to them, he sent them to 
Joppa. 9 On the next day, as they were on their way and approaching the city, Peter went up on the 
housetop about the sixth hour to pray. 10 But he became hungry and was desiring to eat; but while they 
were making preparations, he fell into a trance; 11 and he *saw the sky opened up, and an object like a 
great sheet coming down, lowered by four corners to the ground, 12 and there were in it all kinds of four-
footed animals and crawling creatures of the earth and birds of the air. 13 A voice came to him, "Get up, 
Peter, kill and eat!" 14 But Peter said, "By no means, Lord, for I have never eaten anything unholy and 
unclean." 15 Again a voice came to him a second time, "What God has cleansed, no longer consider 
unholy." 16 This happened three times, and immediately the object was taken up into the sky. 17 Now 
while Peter was greatly perplexed in mind as to what the vision which he had seen might be, behold, the 
men who had been sent by Cornelius, having asked directions for Simon's house, appeared at the gate; 
18 and calling out, they were asking whether Simon, who was also called Peter, was staying there. 19 

While Peter was reflecting on the vision, the Spirit said to him, "Behold, three men are looking for you. 20 

"But get up, go downstairs and accompany them without misgivings, for I have sent them Myself." 21 

Peter went down to the men and said, "Behold, I am the one you are looking for; what is the reason for 
which you have come?" 22 They said, "Cornelius, a centurion, a righteous and God-fearing man well 
spoken of by the entire nation of the Jews, was divinely directed by a holy angel to send for you to come 
to his house and hear a message from you." 23 So he invited them in and gave them lodging. And on the 
next day he got up and went away with them, and some of the brethren from Joppa accompanied him. 
24 On the following day he entered Caesarea. Now Cornelius was waiting for them and had called 
together his relatives and close friends. 25 When Peter entered, Cornelius met him, and fell at his feet 
and worshiped him. 26 But Peter raised him up, saying, "Stand up; I too am just a man." 27 As he talked 
with him, he entered and *found many people assembled. 28 And he said to them, "You yourselves know 
how unlawful it is for a man who is a Jew to associate with a foreigner or to visit him; and yet God has 
shown me that I should not call any man unholy or unclean. 29 "That is why I came without even raising 
any objection when I was sent for. So I ask for what reason you have sent for me." 30 Cornelius said, 
"Four days ago to this hour, I was praying in my house during the ninth hour; and behold, a man stood 
before me in shining garments, 31 and he *said, 'Cornelius, your prayer has been heard and your alms 
have been remembered before God. 32 ~'Therefore send to Joppa and invite Simon, who is also called 
Peter, to come to you; he is staying at the house of Simon the tanner by the sea.' 33 "So I sent for you 
immediately, and you have been kind enough to come. Now then, we are all here present before God to 
hear all that you have been commanded by the Lord." 34 Opening his mouth, Peter said: "I most certainly 
understand now that God is not one to show partiality, 35 but in every nation the man who fears Him and 
does what is right is welcome to Him. 36 "The word which He sent to the sons of Israel, preaching peace 
through Jesus Christ (He is Lord of all)— 37 you yourselves know the thing which took place throughout 
all Judea, starting from Galilee, after the baptism which John proclaimed. 38 "You know of Jesus of 
Nazareth, how God anointed Him with the Holy Spirit and with power, and how He went about doing 
good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him. 39 "We are witnesses of all 
the things He did both in the land of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They also put Him to death by hanging 
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Him on a cross. 40 "God raised Him up on the third day and granted that He become visible, 41 not to all 
the people, but to witnesses who were chosen beforehand by God, that is, to us who ate and drank with 
Him after He arose from the dead. 42 "And He ordered us to preach to the people, and solemnly to testify 
that this is the One who has been appointed by God as Judge of the living and the dead. 43 "Of Him all 
the prophets bear witness that through His name everyone who believes in Him receives forgiveness of 
sins." 44 While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit fell upon all those who were listening 
to the message. 45 All the circumcised believers who came with Peter were amazed, because the gift of 
the Holy Spirit had been poured out on the Gentiles also. 46 For they were hearing them speaking with 
tongues and exalting God. Then Peter answered, 47 "Surely no one can refuse the water for these to be 
baptized who have received the Holy Spirit just as we did, can he?" 48 And he ordered them to be 
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked him to stay on for a few days.  

 
 


