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Peter’s Magnificent Ministry 
Acts 9:32-43 

 
By Chris Losey 

 

Introduction 
You may remember that in Acts 8:1 a great persecution started against 
the church and the believers scattered away from Jerusalem taking the 
gospel with them. What Satan meant for evil, God used for good. Only 
the Apostles stayed in Jerusalem (Ac 8:1) perhaps to run the church in 
that city. When word came to the ears of the Spostles in Jerusalem that 
Samaritans had been saved, Peter and John were sent to check things 
out to see if the report was true (Ac 8:14). Peter and John confirmed 
that the Samaritans had indeed received Christ. So the Apostles prayed 
that the Samaritans might receive the Holy Spirit which they did. On the 
way back to Jerusalem Peter and John preached the gospel in many 
villages in Samaria. This was a time in church history when God did 
many signs and wonders through the Apostles to confirm their message 
in order to jumpstart the church.  
 
During this same time Saul, the great persecutor of the church, was 
converted to Christianity as well as many others including the Ethiopian 
Eunuch. Great things were happening and many lives were being 
changed for the good and being brought into God’s kingdom. 
 
This brings us to today’s passage where Peter is still on the move 
traveling to the towns of Lydda and then Joppa. Listen to the account 
found in Acts 9:32-43, 
  

32 Now as Peter was traveling through all those regions, he came 
down also to the saints who lived at Lydda. 33 There he found a 
man named Aeneas, who had been bedridden eight years, for he 
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was paralyzed. 34 Peter said to him, "Aeneas, Jesus Christ heals 
you; get up and make your bed." Immediately he got up. 35 And all 
who lived at Lydda and Sharon saw him, and they turned to the 
Lord. 36 Now in Joppa there was a disciple named Tabitha (which 
translated in Greek is called Dorcas); this woman was abounding 
with deeds of kindness and charity which she continually did.              
37 And it happened at that time that she fell sick and died; and 
when they had washed her body, they laid it in an upper room. 38 
Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, having heard that Peter 
was there, sent two men to him, imploring him, "Do not delay in 
coming to us." 39 So Peter arose and went with them. When he 
arrived, they brought him into the upper room; and all the 
widows stood beside him, weeping and showing all the tunics and 
garments that Dorcas used to make while she was with them.                
40 But Peter sent them all out and knelt down and prayed, and 
turning to the body, he said, "Tabitha, arise." And she opened her 
eyes, and when she saw Peter, she sat up. 41 And he gave her his 
hand and raised her up; and calling the saints and widows, he 
presented her alive. 42 It became known all over Joppa, and many 
believed in the Lord. 43 And Peter stayed many days in Joppa with 
a tanner named Simon. 

 
Summary 
These are two great accounts of Peter being used mightily by God. 
Peter travels through various areas and towns and comes down to 
Lydda. Going down means that he undoubtedly came from Jerusalem 
which was higher in the Judean mountains. In Lydda, Peter finds a man 
by the name of Aeneas who has been bedridden for eight years as a 
paralytic. The text simply says that Peter says, “Aeneas, Jesus Christ 
heals you, get up and make your bed.” Immediately Aeneas is healed 
and gets up. This causes many conversions as all who lived in Lydda, a 
city located in Plain of Sharon, turned to the Lord. Next the attention 
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turns to the city of Joppa on the coast. A faithful lady disciple by the 
name of Tabitha (or Dorcas in Greek) got sick and died. She had been 
faithful in good deeds and her body was prepared for burial and laid for 
a time in an upper room. Upper rooms were the largest rooms in the 
house and upstairs because they had the walls of the smaller rooms 
below to support them. The disciples in Joppa heard that Peter was 
close by in Lydda (approximately 12 miles away) and sent two disciples 
who begged him to come with them to Joppa. Peter arose went with 
them. When they arrived they brought Peter into the upper room 
where widows had gathered to mourn Tabitha’s death. The widows 
wept as they showed Peter all the tunics and clothing that Tabitha had 
made while she was alive. Peter then sent all the people out of the 
room and knelt down and prayed, and then turned toward Tabitha’s 
dead body and said “Tabitha, arise.” She subsequently arose. Peter 
subsequently called everyone to come back into the room and 
presented Tabitha alive to them. This miracle became known around 
Joppa and many people believed in the Lord. Peter then stayed on in 
Joppa for many days in the house of Simon the Tanner. 
 
You may be thinking, amazing story, but how does this apply to me? 
Certainly Peter had a magnificent (grand and splendid ministry), but 
sometimes it is hard to relate to such ministry today. I want to tell you 
that there are at least eight important principles and applications that 
can be gleaned from these accounts and applied to our own lives. 
 

Eight principles to help make our ministries magnificent! 
 
The first is: 
 
1. God can use people despite their past 
32 Now as Peter was traveling through all those regions, he came down 
also to the saints who lived at Lydda. 
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- The person doing the ministering in this passage is Peter 
- We tend to forget that Peter had a past where he was not always 

stellar. 
- Peter told Jesus that he, Peter, would die for Jesus. Jesus 

informed Peter that he would deny Him (Christ) three times 
- He was the apostle who after the resurrection in John 21:21 

questioned Jesus about John’s future. Jesus said in essence, don’t 
worry about John, you follow Me, Peter! 

- Some people say that Peter was the apostle with the foot-shaped 
mouth who often said things that got him into trouble 

 
When we see Peter doing magnificent ministry sometimes we think 
that we could never be used by God is a magnificent way, but that’s not 
true. Whatever your past may have been, God can use you if you turn 
yourself over to him. He will likely use you in a different way than He 
used Peter, but it will be magnificent in it’s own way. 
 
I think of the slave trader John Newton. He had a very sordid past, but 
God used him in a magnificent way as he wrote the hymn, “Amazing 
Grace,” perhaps the most beloved hymn of all time. 

- You may feel that you are not useful, but you are 
- No matter who you are God wants to work through you. Your past 

is not a disqualifier for service. The question is “Are you making 
yourself available for ministry. In other words are you serving 
somewhere? Every Christian needs to be ministering somewhere. 

 
2. When you travel have a ministry mindset 
32 Now as Peter was traveling through all those regions, he came down 
also to the saints who lived at Lydda. 33 There he found a man named 
Aeneas, who had been bedridden eight years, for he was paralyzed. 
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- Initially when the persecution started, Peter stayed in Jerusalem. 
But then he ventured out. When he did, he made every place he 
went a place of ministry. In short, he had a ministry mindset. 

- The same should be true of us. When we travel even in our own 
community, outside our homes and the church, we, too, should 
have a ministry mindset. Too often when we are not ministering 
in the church, we put away our ministry mindset. But travel opens 
new opportunities for ministry. For example 
o In the supermarket – get to know the cashiers. Perhaps go to 

the same one. View yourself as a missionary when you enter 
your favorite supermarket. 

o At the doctors or dentist’s office – be friendly. Ask the 
receptionist about her day. Realize you are building 
relationships on which seeds of truth can be sown. When 
you have built a relationship over time, invite them to Friend 
Day or some other church or Christian function. 

o At your child’s school get to know the teacher. Help out. Let 
your Christian warmth and faith shine through. 

o At your child’s events – sports, dance, etc. get to know other 
parents. Offer prayer if there is a need. 

o At your favorite restaurant get to know some of the staff. 
Leave generous tips. Call waiters by their name. When 
appropriate leave a tract with your tip. We used to have a 
dear woman at Valley who said, ‘Never leave a tract without 
a tip or a tip without a tract.’ 

o If you travel on the bus or an airplane be friendly and get to 
know folks… 

 
Develop a ministry mindset when you are out and about. Peter did and 
it was an important ingredient in the expansion of the church. 
 
The next principle is: 
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3. Find and meet needs 
33 There he found a man named Aeneas, who had been bedridden eight 
years, for he was paralyzed. 
 

- Peter found Aeneas who had a great need. He was paralyzed. It is 
very possible that Aeneas was one of the believers from Lydda. 
Peter saw a need he believed he could meet and met it. Obviously 
we can’t meet every need that people have but we can keep our 
eyes open for needs that we can meet. 
o Someone going through a sickness – we can bring them food 

or send a card, or give them a call of encouragement 
o To those who have lost loved ones we can show them 

compassion 
o Skip and Jeanette Blair are examples in our church of people 

who are always there for many who are going through 
trials… 

o To those with financial needs – we can come alongside and 
help as we can 

o For those who have children going though tough times – we 
can offer prayer. 

 
I can tell you there are many people at Valley who have their eyes open 
for those who have needs: 

- Kevin Reier has been helping rebuild the engine of someone 
whose car engine died 

- There are many others who have done other things. 
 

One of our mottos as Christians needs to be “Find a need and meet it.” 
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Titus 3:14 (NASB)  
14 Our people must also learn to engage in good deeds to meet 
pressing needs, so that they will not be unfruitful.  

 
Many people have pressing needs that we can help meet. If we do, we 
will be fruitful. 
 
4. Minister in your gifting, be bold, and give God the credit 
34 Peter said to him, "Aeneas, Jesus Christ heals you; get up and make 
your bed." Immediately he got up. 
 
Peter knew that he had the gift of healing. After all he had healed a 
lame man near the entrance to the temple complex when he and John 
were on their way there to worship. 
 

- Notice Peter’s boldness. He simply says, ‘Aeneas, Jesus Christ 
heals you; get up and make your bed.” Peter also gives Jesus the 
credit for healing Aeneas and does not grab any of the glory for 
himself. 

- When we minister in any capacity whether as a teacher, singer, 
helper, etc., we need to be bold and give God the credit for any 
good thing He chooses to do through us. Ministering in our areas 
of gifting will also help ensure success. If we don’t know what our 
spiritual gifts are, we should take a gifts inventory to find out. But 
even if you don’t know, you can still get involved in ministry and 
let the Lord lead you. He may eventually lead you to an area that 
is more in line with your gifting. 

 
5. Your ministry can have a great ripple effect 
 35 And all who lived at Lydda and Sharon saw him, and they turned to 
the Lord.  
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- Peter’s ministry to Aeneas had the ripple effect of turning people 
to the Lord. It pointed people to the Lord because Peter did not 
seek to grab any of the glory for himself, but instead give it all to 
God. 

- When you and I are faithful, our ministries have ripple effects, 
too. We may not be involved in healing anyone physically because 
our spiritual gift may not be healing. But when we love people 
and their lives are changed, those around them notice and will be 
impacted to a greater or lesser degree. 

 
6. Ministry can open doors for more ministry 
36Now in Joppa there was a disciple named Tabitha (which translated in 
Greek is called Dorcas); this woman was abounding with deeds of 
kindness and charity which she continually did. 37 And it happened at 
that time that she fell sick and died; and when they had washed her 
body, they laid it in an upper room. 38 Since Lydda was near Joppa, the 
disciples, having heard that Peter was there, sent two men to him, 
imploring him, "Do not delay in coming to us." 
 

- Peter’s ministry gained him a reputation and opened new doors 
for ministry. He was invited to come to Joppa to minister to 
Dorcas. 

- Your faithful ministry can open doors for you, too! People may ask 
you to come speak at their group. People will ask for your opinion 
on things. They will seek you out for wise counsel. 

- Everyone who you admire in ministry whether it is a speaker on 
the radio, a writer of book, or the person ministering next to you 
at AWANA, they all started somewhere, and so can you. Start 
today committing yourself to be a faithful servant who longs to 
see more doors open for ministry. If you are faithful, God will 
open the doors. 
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The seventh principle to be gleaned from this passage is: 
 
7. Undergird your ministry with prayer 
39 So Peter arose and went with them. When he arrived, they brought 
him into the upper room; and all the widows stood beside him, 
weeping and showing all the tunics and garments that Dorcas used to 
make while she was with them. 40 But Peter sent them all out and knelt 
down and prayed, and turning to the body, he said, "Tabitha, arise." 
And she opened her eyes, and when she saw Peter, she sat up. 41 And 
he gave her his hand and raised her up; and calling the saints and 
widows, he presented her alive. 42 It became known all over Joppa, and 
many believed in the Lord. 
 

- When Peter got to the room where Tabitha was, he took stock of 
the situation and had everyone go out of the room. He may have 
done this because he felt the need to pray and wanted to have it 
quiet when he inquired of God what he should do. He had healed 
people before, but raising someone from the dead was new 
territory. If God said “No” then he would call the people back in 
and tell them. If God said “Yes” Peter would seek to raise Tabitha 
from the dead. In this case, God said “Yes”. 

- As we minister we need to undergird our ministries with prayer 
otherwise we are operating in the power of the flesh which can’t 
accomplish much. Here are some ways we can pray. 
o Start each day with, “Lord guide and direct me today so that 

I do the things you desire. I want to be totally tuned in to 
You.” 

o Throughout the day pray prayers like: 
 Lord help me with my work 
 Give me wisdom regarding this project I am working on 
 Watch over my children today, bless my spouse 
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The final principle is: 
 
8. Don’t be afraid to hang out with the “least of these” 
43 And Peter stayed many days in Joppa with a tanner named Simon. 
 

- Tanners were the ones who tanned hides of animals. As such they 
came into contact with dead animals. Touching dead things was 
frowned upon in the Jewish culture, so tanners like tax gatherers 
and shepherds were considered less than desirable people to 
hang out with, but that is precisely who Peter spend many days 
with, living in Simon the tanner’s house. 

 
- We as Christians need to know that it pleases God when we hang 

out with the unpopular of society. God has a special place in his 
heart for the least and the last. 

 
Jesus said,  
 

Luke 14:12-14 (NASB)  
12 And He also went on to say to the one who had invited Him, 
"When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do not invite your friends 
or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, otherwise 
they may also invite you in return and that will be your 
repayment. 13 "But when you give a reception, invite the poor, the 
crippled, the lame, the blind, 14 and you will be blessed, since they 
do not have the means to repay you; for you will be repaid at the 
resurrection of the righteous."  

 
Conclusion 
 
If you are a Christian are you involved in ministry? 
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- God can and will use you despite your past 
- When you travel have a ministry mindset 
- Look for needs that open doors to ministry 
- Minister according to your gifting, be bold and give God the credit 
- Realize that your ministry can have a great ripple effect 
- Realize that your ministry can open doors for more ministry 
- Undergird your ministry with prayer 
- Don’t be afraid to hang out with the “least of these” 


