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Saul Begins His Ministry 
God Uses Unlikely People 

Acts 9:19-31 
 

Intro 

In the first nineteen verses of Acts chapter nine we see Saul’s unusual 

conversion. He was going throughout the area persecuting Christians 

and throwing them into prison. When he neared the city of Damascus 

Saul was struck blind by God. He received physical blindness to match 

his spiritual blindness. Saul then heard the voice of Jesus ask him why 

he was persecuting Him. Saul was then led by the hand into Damascus 

where he spent three days without food or water. In Damascus there 

lived a faithful disciple of the Lord by the name of Ananias. God told 

Ananias to go to Saul, but Ananias was initially afraid. After being 

assured by God that Saul was a chosen vessel for the Kingdom, Ananias 

went to Saul, laid hands on him and called him brother. Saul regained 

his sight, was baptized as a  new believer, then took food and was 

strengthened. This brings us to the message today. 

 

Acts 9:19-31 (NASB)  
19 

and he took food and was strengthened. Now for several days he 

was with the disciples who were at Damascus, 
20 

and immediately 

he began to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, "He is the 

Son of God." 
21 

All those hearing him continued to be amazed, and 

were saying, "Is this not he who in Jerusalem destroyed those who 

called on this name, and who had come here for the purpose of 

bringing them bound before the chief priests?" 
22 

But Saul kept 

increasing in strength and confounding the Jews who lived at 

Damascus by proving that this Jesus is the Christ. 
23 

When many 

days had elapsed, the Jews plotted together to do away with him, 
24 

but their plot became known to Saul. They were also watching the 

gates day and night so that they might put him to death; 
25 

but his 

disciples took him by night and let him down through an opening 



2 
Copyright 2012 Chris Losey 

 

in the wall, lowering him in a large basket. 
26 

When he came to 

Jerusalem, he was trying to associate with the disciples; but they 

were all afraid of him, not believing that he was a disciple. 
27 

But 

Barnabas took hold of him and brought him to the apostles and 

described to them how he had seen the Lord on the road, and that 

He had talked to him, and how at Damascus he had spoken out 

boldly in the name of Jesus. 
28 

And he was with them, moving 

about freely in Jerusalem, speaking out boldly in the name of the 

Lord. 
29 

And he was talking and arguing with the Hellenistic Jews; 

but they were attempting to put him to death. 
30 

But when the 

brethren learned of it, they brought him down to Caesarea and sent 

him away to Tarsus. 
31 

So the church throughout all Judea and 

Galilee and Samaria enjoyed peace, being built up; and going on in 

the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, it 

continued to increase.  

 

Summary of Acts 9:19-31 

 

 Saul spent several days with the disciples in Damascus 

 Saul began to share his new faith with unbelievers 

 The people who heard Saul share were amazed 

 The people who heard Saul share plotted to kill Saul 

 The disciples protected Saul by getting him out of Damascus 

 Saul then spent time in Jerusalem, but the disciples were initially 

afraid of him until Barnabas brought Saul to the apostles and 

shared the story of Saul’s conversion 

 In Jerusalem Saul spoke out boldly about Christ, but the Jews 

plotted to kill him 

 The Christians heard about the plot to kill Saul and moved Saul to 

Caesarea and eventually to Tarsus 

 The church enjoyed great peace and growth and moved forward in 

the fear of the Lord and the comfort of the Holy Spirit 
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You might be thinking, “Well, that’s an amazing story.” And you would 

be right. It is actually a story of God working in the early church. What 

we want to do now is to look to see what we can learn from this passage 

and apply to our own lives. There are several things. 

 

Sharing Christ with others should be the norm for new Christians 

Acts 9:19, 20 - 
19 

and he took food and was strengthened. Now for 

several days he was with the disciples who were at Damascus, 
20 

and 

immediately he began to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, "He 

is the Son of God." 

 

Why should it be the norm? 

- Because of the excitement we have of being saved. People have 

difficulty keeping good news to themselves, and there is no better 

news than, that a person has been saved from an eternity away 

from God to an eternity with God through faith in Christ! 

- People want to spend eternity with their family and friends in 

heaven and so want to tell them the great news of salvation through 

Christ. 

 

People who knew us prior to our conversion may be amazed that we 

have changed 

Acts 9:21 -  
21 

All those hearing him continued to be amazed, and were 

saying, "Is this not he who in Jerusalem destroyed those who called on 

this name, and who had come here for the purpose of bringing them 

bound before the chief priests?" 

 

- People may say to us things like ‘So, you got some religion’ or “I 

see you are going through a religious phase of your life.” Parents 

may be concerned for their children… 

 

The more we share the stronger and better we will become 

 
22 

But Saul kept increasing in strength and confounding the Jews who 

lived at Damascus by proving that this Jesus is the Christ.  
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- There is nothing like sharing your faith to make you better at 

sharing your faith. Every encounter you can learn things. 

Sometimes it is what not to do. Sometimes it is what you should 

have said but didn’t. Every evangelistic encounter makes us 

stronger and better. 

 

Some we share with may become aggressive against us 
23 

When many days had elapsed, the Jews plotted together to do away 

with him, 
24 

but their plot became known to Saul. They were also 

watching the gates day and night so that they might put him to death; 

 

- In Saul’s case those who were initially amazed eventually traded 

their amazement for aggression against Saul. 

- In this country so far, we probably won’t have people trying to kill 

us, but they may try to harm us in other ways by 

o Gossiping about us 

o Not giving us a promotion we deserve 

o Ignoring us 

 

God can protect us from those who seek to do us harm 

 
25 

but his disciples took him by night and let him down through an 

opening in the wall, lowering him in a large basket.  

 

- Disciples who once were afraid of Saul, became the ones who 

protected him by helping him escape with his life. 

- It is amazing how other Christians can help one another… 

 

God will use special people in our lives to help us 
26 

When he came to Jerusalem, he was trying to associate with the 

disciples; but they were all afraid of him, not believing that he was a 

disciple. 
27 

But Barnabas took hold of him and brought him to the 

apostles and described to them how he had seen the Lord on the road, 
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and that He had talked to him, and how at Damascus he had spoken out 

boldly in the name of Jesus. 

 

- In Saul’s case when he went to Jerusalem, he initially received the 

same rejection as he had received at Damascus. People were afraid 

of him. They knew his track record. But Barnabus whose name 

means ‘son of encouragement’ was a huge encouragement to Paul 

and brought him to the disciples and was his advocate 

- We may find in our own ministries that we have special advocates 

who will encourage and speak up for us, and introduce us to others 

who can enhance our ministries. 

 

A tough experience should not silence us 

 
28 

And he was with them, moving about freely in Jerusalem, speaking 

out boldly in the name of the Lord. 
29 

And he was talking and arguing 

with the Hellenistic Jews; but they were attempting to put him to death. 
30 

But when the brethren learned of it, they brought him down to 

Caesarea and sent him away to Tarsus. 

 

- Sometimes when we experience something negative we say to 

ourselves, “I’ll never do that again!” In the case of sharing our 

faith, we must not shy away from it. 

- I remember first trying to share with my brother and I got rejection 

- I remember then trying to share with my Mom and I got tears and 

misunderstanding 

- Now I simply share in a loving way, and leave the results to God. 

 

In the long run, our faithful witness will affect the church in a very 

positive way 

 
31 

So the church throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria enjoyed 

peace, being built up; and going on in the fear of the Lord and in the 

comfort of the Holy Spirit, it continued to increase.  
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- Saul’s conversion and faithful witness greatly blessed the church 

of his day. It not only slowed the persecution, but added to the 

church 

- Our faithful witness can be a huge blessing, too 

 

Final Thoughts 

- Gourds – they are unique in their own way. If a gourd could talk it 

might say, ‘I’m a bit unattractive with bumps all over me. Surely 

I’m not useful for much of anything.” But God made gourds just 

like He made you and me, and wants to use us. 

 

- We may think that we are a bit unattractive on unuseful to God, but 

God uses unlikely people and things to do His work. And He can 

use us. Let’s pray… 

 

Acts 9:19-31 (NASB)  
19 

and he took food and was strengthened. Now for several days he was 

with the disciples who were at Damascus, 
20 

and immediately he began 

to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, "He is the Son of God." 
21 

All those hearing him continued to be amazed, and were saying, "Is this 

not he who in Jerusalem destroyed those who called on this name, and 

who had come here for the purpose of bringing them bound before the 

chief priests?" 
22 

But Saul kept increasing in strength and confounding 

the Jews who lived at Damascus by proving that this Jesus is the Christ. 
23 

When many days had elapsed, the Jews plotted together to do away 

with him, 
24 

but their plot became known to Saul. They were also 

watching the gates day and night so that they might put him to death; 
25 

but his disciples took him by night and let him down through an opening 

in the wall, lowering him in a large basket. 
26 

When he came to 

Jerusalem, he was trying to associate with the disciples; but they were all 

afraid of him, not believing that he was a disciple. 
27 

But Barnabas took 

hold of him and brought him to the apostles and described to them how 

he had seen the Lord on the road, and that He had talked to him, and 

how at Damascus he had spoken out boldly in the name of Jesus. 
28 

And 
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he was with them, moving about freely in Jerusalem, speaking out 

boldly in the name of the Lord. 
29 

And he was talking and arguing with 

the Hellenistic Jews; but they were attempting to put him to death. 
30 

But 

when the brethren learned of it, they brought him down to Caesarea and 

sent him away to Tarsus. 
31 

So the church throughout all Judea and 

Galilee and Samaria enjoyed peace, being built up; and going on in the 

fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, it continued to 

increase.  
 


