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Saul’s Conversion 
 

Acts 9:1-19 
 

By Chris Losey 
 

Introduction 
Every Christian has a story of how they came to a saving knowledge of 
Jesus Christ, and every story is probably somewhat different. In this 
message we are going to look at the conversion of Saul of Tarsus. His 
conversion from an angry religious person to a courageous witness for 
Christ is rather amazing. Some people have labeled it “the greatest 
event in the life of the church since the coming of the Holy Spirit on the 
Day of Pentecost.” 
 
As we look at Acts 9:1-19 the story will be divided into different 
sections to help us see what’s going on, and then I’ll draw out some key 
insights from the account. 
 

Story Summary 
Let’s begin by looking at Saul’s great anger. 
 
Saul’s anger against Christians – v1 
1 Now Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of 
the Lord, went to the high priest, 
 

- He was still breathing threats and murder. These started back in 
Acts 8:3 immediately after Stephen’s martyrdom.  

- The phrase “breathing threats and murder” describes a very angry 
person who was intent on doing great harm to the church. 

- Saul’s great anger moved him to action. He went to the High 
Priest in Jerusalem with a special request. 
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Saul’s request of the High Priest – vv1b,2 
Now Saul… went to the high priest, 2 and asked 
for letters from him to the synagogues at 
Damascus, so that if he found any belonging to 
the Way, both men and women, he might 
bring them bound to Jerusalem. 
 

- He wanted letters from the High Priest 
addressed to synagogues at Damascus 
(which is in Syria). With these letters he 
could arrest Christians. 

- See the location of Damascus on the 
map. It is approximately 175 miles 
northeast of Jerusalem and was an 
important commercial center with many trade routes from it to 
other key cities. 

- Many Christians who fled Jerusalem were in Damascus. Saul felt 
that if he could round up these renegade Christians and bring 
them back to Jerusalem in chains, he could stop the spread of 
Christianity. 

- Since the whole area was under Roman domination, the Romans 
allowed the High Priest to extradite people to Rome for religious 
reasons. 

- It is interesting that Luke, the writer of Acts, refers to Christians as 
those belonging to “the Way.” He uses this phrase to refer to 
Christians not only here but also in Acts 19:9,23, 22:4, 24:14,22. 
The Way undoubtedly referred to Jesus, the founder of 
Christianity being THE WAY to heaven. After all, He had said in 
John 14:6 “I am the way, the truth, and the life, no one comes to 
the Father, but through Me.” If you are a Christian, you are part of 
the Way! Pretty exciting stuff! 
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 Saul’s encounter with Christ – vv3-7 
3 As he was traveling, it happened that he was approaching Damascus, 
and suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him; 4 and he fell to 
the ground and heard a voice saying to him, "Saul, Saul, why are you 
persecuting Me?" 5 And he said, "Who are You, Lord?" And He said, "I 
am Jesus whom you are persecuting, 6 but get up and enter the city, 
and it will be told you what you must do." 7 The men who traveled with 
him stood speechless, hearing the voice but seeing no one. 
 

- The encounter took place close to Damascus. It seems 
appropriate that Saul’s conversion take place near the location of 
his planned persecution. Saul was about to go from being an 
angry persecutor of Christianity to a joyous proclaimer of the 
same.   

- In reaching out to Saul, God put on a bit of a power and light 
show. 

- Light flashed. This certainly was out of the ordinary in the middle 
of the day and got everyone’s attention. For a light to flash at 
midday it had to be quite bright to be seen above the brightness 
of the sun. Indeed the light was so powerful that Saul fell to the 
ground. 

- A voice came out of thin air and spoke to Saul saying, “Saul, Saul, 
why are you persecuting Me?” Saul’s name was repeated twice so 
there would be no doubt in his mind as to who the voice was 
addressing. 

- Saul responded by asking, “Who are You, Lord?” 
- The Lord’s answered and said, “I am Jesus whom you are 

persecuting.” It is a rather sobering thought that those who 
persecute Christians are actually persecuting Christ Himself! Why? 
Because Christians are in Christ and Christ is in them through the 
indwelling Holy Spirit!  
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- You may remember that Jesus said in Matthew 25:31-46 that 
those who either did or did not reach out to the least of His 
brethren did or did not reach out to Him. 

- At this point Saul was told to go into the city to await further 
instructions about what he must do. 

 
Next we see Saul’s humiliation 
 
Saul’s humiliation – vv8,9 
8 Saul got up from the ground, and though his eyes were open, he could 
see nothing; and leading him by the hand, they brought him into 
Damascus. 9 And he was three days without sight, and neither ate nor 
drank. 
 

- Saul had been reduced from being a fearsome persecutor to being 
a pathetic picture of weakness. 

- God had blinded him and he could see nothing.  
- God made it where Saul needed to be led by the hand 
- He then spent three days without sight and with no food or water 
- It is amazing how situations of life can change us. 
- Paul’s physical blindness and weakness were a reflection of his 

former spiritual blindness. 
- Undoubtedly during those three days Saul did a tremendous 

amount of soul searching and praying as He placed his faith in 
Jesus, and regretted having harmed so many Christians that he 
would soon view as brothers in Christ. 

- Sometimes God uses those valley experiences in our lives to bring 
us into relationship with Him or into a deeper relationship with 
Him. 
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Saul’s Healing – vv10-19 
10 Now there was a disciple at Damascus named Ananias; and the Lord 
said to him in a vision, "Ananias." And he said, "Here I am, Lord." 11 And 
the Lord said to him, "Get up and go to the street called Straight, and 
inquire at the house of Judas for a man from Tarsus named Saul, for he 
is praying, 12 and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in 
and lay his hands on him, so that he might regain his sight." 13 But 
Ananias answered, "Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how 
much harm he did to Your saints at Jerusalem; 14 and here he has 
authority from the chief priests to bind all who call on Your name." 15 

But the Lord said to him, "Go, for he is a chosen instrument of Mine, to 
bear My name before the Gentiles and kings and the sons of Israel; 16 

for I will show him how much he must suffer for My name's sake." 17 So 
Ananias departed and entered the house, and after laying his hands on 
him said, "Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the 
road by which you were coming, has sent me so that you may regain 
your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit." 18 And immediately there 
fell from his eyes something like scales, and he regained his sight, and 
he got up and was baptized; 19 and he took food and was strengthened. 
Now for several days he was with the disciples who were at Damascus, 
 

- God used Ananias in the process of ministering to Saul even 
though Ananias had great misgivings 

- Ananias stepped out in faith because of God’s explanation 
concerning Saul 

- Ananias addressed Saul as brother 
- Saul who had placed his faith in Christ was healed physically, filled 

with the Holy Spirit which is a sign of conversion, and then took 
part in believer’s baptism. His conversion was real!  
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Key insights 
 
There will be those who hate Christianity 

- You would think that a religion that made it so all people could 
have the opportunity of going to heaven would be appreciated. 
You don’t have to earn you own way! The reality is that there are 
those who will hate Christianity and those who follow Christ. 

- One reason it is hated by some is that it is exclusive.  
o Jesus said in John 14:6 “I am the way, the truth, the life, no 

one comes to the Father except through me.” 
o Acts 4:12 states,  

12 "And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other 
name under heaven that has been given among men by 
which we must be saved." 

- Another reason is that darkness hates light! 
- You can talk to people about religion but as soon as you bring 

Jesus into the mix some people get hostile. That’s the way is has 
been and will continue to be until Christ returns.  

 
Being religious does not equate with having a relationship with God 

- If anyone was religious, Saul was, but he did not know God. 
- We can be religious too: go to church, read the Bible, even pray, 

but this does not necessarily mean we have a personal 
relationship with God. That only happens when we repent of our 
sins, place our faith in God and desire that He run our life as Lord 
and Savior. 

- In 2 Corinthians 13:5 Paul (formerly Saul) told the Corinthians to 
examine themselves to see if they were in the faith. Apparently 
some were not. 

- We all need to examine ourselves, too. 
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God sometimes saves the most unlikely people 
- You and I may have been some of those people 
- Surely all of us know people who came to Christ who seemed like 

they never would. Bill Fey the author of the seminar “Share Jesus 
Without Fear” was one such person. My wife’s father was 
another, but he came to Christ near the end of his life. 

- The true story of the Mutiny on the Bounty has often been retold. 
One part that deserves retelling was the transformation brought 
about by one book. Nine mutineers with six native men and 
twelve native (Tahitian) women put ashore on Pitcairn Island in 
1790. One sailor soon began distilling alcohol, and the little colony 
was plunged into debauchery and vice. Ten years later, only one 
white man survived, surrounded by native women and half-breed 
children. In an old chest from the ship Bounty, this sailor one day 
found a Bible. He began to read it and then to teach it to the 
others. The result was that his own life and ultimately the lives of 
all those in the colony were changed. Discovered in 1898 by the 
USS Topus, Pitcairn island had become a prosperous community 
with no jail, no alcohol, no crime and no laziness. (Gospel Harold) 

- Don’t give up on people. Keep praying for them and reaching out 
to them. 

- When you least expect it God may break through and melt a heart 
of stone and replace it with a heart of flesh. 

 
God’s method in ministry is to use people to minister to others 

- God chose to use Ananias to minister to Saul 
- Ananias had no idea that he was ministering to the man who 

would become the greatest church planter the world has ever 
known. 

- God chose Saul to reach the Gentiles 
- What has God given you to do?  
- Every Christian needs a ministry to call his or her own. 
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People can change and shouldn’t be written off 
- Ananias could have said, “I’m glad to hear that Saul came to Christ 

but I certainly don’t want to be around him. This may have been 
the sentiment of Christian families who Saul had imprisoned or 
had put to death. But the fact is, Saul did change when he came to 
Christ and his life is living proof. 

- Ananias even called Saul “Brother” as he laid his hands on him 
and spoke words of encouragement over him 

- There may be people who come to Valley who have come out of 
some pretty tough stuff in their lives. We need to welcome them 
and call them brother or sister and encourage them. 

 

Final thoughts 
One of the main things that Saul’s conversion shows me is God’s great 
patience and love. Some people hope that God would simply have 
taken Saul out. Certainly he deserved harsh treatment or death for the 
pain he had inflicted on many Christians and their families. 
 
Just as God showed him mercy, so too has God shown us mercy. In 1 
Timothy 1:12-14 Paul (formerly Saul) says, 

 
12 I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, 
because He considered me faithful, putting me into service,          
13 even though I was formerly a blasphemer and a persecutor and 
a violent aggressor. Yet I was shown mercy because I acted 
ignorantly in unbelief; 14 and the grace of our Lord was more than 
abundant, with the faith and love which are found in Christ Jesus.  

 
Isn’t it awesome that as God saved Saul, so He desires that all of us will 
turn to Him and be used by Him to reach a dying world. God is soooo 
good! Have you placed your faith in Christ? If so, great. If not, now is a 
great time to do so. If you would like to, you can do it today. Let’s pray. 
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Acts 9:1-19 (NASB)  
1 Now Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of 
the Lord, went to the high priest, 2 and asked for letters from him to the 
synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any belonging to the Way, 
both men and women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3 As he 
was traveling, it happened that he was approaching Damascus, and 
suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him; 4 and he fell to the 
ground and heard a voice saying to him, "Saul, Saul, why are you 
persecuting Me?" 5 And he said, "Who are You, Lord?" And He said, "I 
am Jesus whom you are persecuting, 6 but get up and enter the city, 
and it will be told you what you must do." 7 The men who traveled with 
him stood speechless, hearing the voice but seeing no one. 8 Saul got up 
from the ground, and though his eyes were open, he could see nothing; 
and leading him by the hand, they brought him into Damascus. 9 And he 
was three days without sight, and neither ate nor drank. 10 Now there 
was a disciple at Damascus named Ananias; and the Lord said to him in 
a vision, "Ananias." And he said, "Here I am, Lord." 11 And the Lord said 
to him, "Get up and go to the street called Straight, and inquire at the 
house of Judas for a man from Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying, 12 

and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his 
hands on him, so that he might regain his sight." 13 But Ananias 
answered, "Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how much 
harm he did to Your saints at Jerusalem; 14 and here he has authority 
from the chief priests to bind all who call on Your name." 15 But the Lord 
said to him, "Go, for he is a chosen instrument of Mine, to bear My 
name before the Gentiles and kings and the sons of Israel; 16 for I will 
show him how much he must suffer for My name's sake." 17 So Ananias 
departed and entered the house, and after laying his hands on him said, 
"Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the road by 
which you were coming, has sent me so that you may regain your sight 
and be filled with the Holy Spirit." 18 And immediately there fell from his 
eyes something like scales, and he regained his sight, and he got up and 
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was baptized; 19 and he took food and was strengthened. Now for 
several days he was with the disciples who were at Damascus,  

 
 


