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Phillip and the Ethiopian Eunuch 
or 

Listening, Obeying, Sharing 
 

Acts 8:25-40 
 

By Chris Losey 

 
Intro 
In Acts chapter eight we began seeing the expansion of the church as 
persecution started in Jerusalem with the murder and martyrdom of 
Stephen. Saul, who would later become Paul, was ravaging the church 
causing Christians to scatter. Many believers, like Phillip, fled from 
Jerusalem taking the good news of Jesus with them. Phillip went into 
Samaria. This was not Phillip the Apostle, but Phillip one of the Greek 
speaking deacons who had been appointed along with Stephen and 
others to minister to the Greek widows who had been overlooked in 
the serving of food (Acts 6)..  
 
You may remember that while Phillip ministered in Samaria he 
preached the gospel to Simon the sorcerer who placed his faith in 
Jesus. The Apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaritans were coming to 
Christ and sent Peter and John to investigate. Just as they had heard, 
God was doing great things in Samaria!  
 
This brings us to the passage to be investigated in this message, Acts 
8:25-40. It begins in Acts chapter eight, verse twenty-five and states,  
“25 So, when they (Peter, Phillip and John) had solemnly testified and 
spoken the word of the Lord, they started back to Jerusalem, and were 
preaching the gospel to many villages of the Samaritans.” The 
remaining verses in this Acts passage will be looked at as the story is 
summarized. Then we will conclude the message by applying some 
principles from the passage to our lives today. 
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Before jumping into the passage let me ask you a question? What do 
you think is the greatest privilege that Christians have regarding their 
faith? You might think the greatest privilege is: 
 

- Being able to worship God 
- Being able to come to church and have fellowship 
- Being able to pray directly to God 

 
Although these are all great privileges, I think the greatest privilege and 
honor we have is being invited by God Himself to share the good news 
of Christ with others. I believe that Phillip, the star of this story had a 
good grasp of this privilege and answered the call to do it. As we look at 
the story I think you’ll see what I mean. 
 
Let’s now jump into the passage. 
 

Story Summary 
 
The angel’s instruction – Acts 8:26               
“But an angel of the Lord spoke to Philip 
saying, ‘Get up and go south to the road that 
descends from Jerusalem to Gaza.’" (This is a 
desert road.) 
 

- An angel spoke perhaps through a 
dream. The text doesn’t tell us. 

- The message to Philip was 
straightforward, “get up and go south 
to a road that descends from 
Jerusalem to Gaza.” On the map notice 
that the angel gave no explanation other than to go. Phillip had 
already been away from Jerusalem and may have been anxious to 
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get back. He may have been surprised that Peter and John 
weren’t told to go with him. In any event, Phillip simply obeyed. 
 

Phillip’s obedience – Act 8:27-28 
“27 So he got up and went; and there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court 
official of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who was in charge of all 
her treasure; and he had come to Jerusalem to worship, 28 and he was 
returning and sitting in his chariot, and was reading the prophet Isaiah.” 
 

- Phillip could have complained to the angel and said, “I’m tired. I 
need a break.” He might have said, “First tell me why I am going 
and then I’ll decide if I want to go.” But instead, the text says, “He 
got up and went.”  

- On his way Phillip may have been asking himself, “Now what? It is 
hot here on this desert road. What am I supposed to do next?” 

- As Phillip was going he saw an influential person, and Ethiopian 
Eunuch, who worked for Candace the queen of Ethiopia. The 
Eunuch was in charge of all her treasure and had taken a break 
from his responsibilities in order to come to Jerusalem to worship 
God. He was sitting in his chariot reading the prophet Isaiah. 

- Upon seeing the important Ethiopian, Phillip may have thought to 
himself, “Is he the reason the angel sent me here?” He was about 
to find out. 
 

The Spirit’s instruction – Act 8:29 
29 Then the Spirit said to Philip, "Go up and join this chariot." 
 

- The next bit of instruction came from the Holy Spirit rather than 
an angel. It is likely that the Spirit spoke to Phillip in the same way 
He often speaks to us today; through promptings. 

- It is hard to know what Phillip’s initial internal reaction was when 
the Spirit prompted Him. He may have thought ‘No way, Lord, I 
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can’t approach a dignitary riding in a chariot. He may think I’m 
going to rob him. Undoubtedly he is armed. It may even have 
been that the eunuch had a bodyguard riding in the chariot with 
him. 

 
Phillip’s obedience and divine appointment – Acts 8:30-38 
30 Philip ran up and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet, and said, "Do 
you understand what you are reading?"  
 

- Despite his possible fears, Phillip obeyed and ran up to the 
chariot. When he did, he heard the Ethiopian reading Isaiah the 
prophet. It was obvious that this was a divine appointment. 

- One good approach when in a divine appointment is to start with 
a question like we learned from the seminar “Share Jesus Without 
Fear.” Phillip asked the eunuch a question, ‘Do you understand 
what you are reading” This allowed the eunuch to respond.  

 
31 And he said, "Well, how could I, unless someone guides me?" And he 
invited Philip to come up and sit with him.  
 

- Phillip’s question brought about an invitation from the eunuch to 
join him in the chariot. God had obviously prepared the 
Ethiopian’s heart. Verses thirty-two through thirty-four reveal 
more of the story. 
  

32 Now the passage of Scripture which he was reading was this: "HE 
WAS LED AS A SHEEP TO SLAUGHTER; AND AS A LAMB BEFORE ITS 
SHEARER IS SILENT, SO HE DOES NOT OPEN HIS MOUTH. 33 "IN 
HUMILIATION HIS JUDGMENT WAS TAKEN AWAY; WHO WILL RELATE 
HIS GENERATION? FOR HIS LIFE IS REMOVED FROM THE EARTH." 34 The 
eunuch answered Philip and said, "Please tell me, of whom does the 
prophet say this? Of himself or of someone else?"  
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- Phillip asked the first question, now the Ethiopian official asked 

Phillip a question, ‘Please tell me, of whom does the prophet say 
this? Of himself or of someone else? This gave Phillip the perfect 
opening to share his faith with the eunuch. Verse thirty-five 
states, 

 
35 Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning from this Scripture he 
preached Jesus to him.  
 

- Phillips method of answering the eunuch was to taken him from 
where he was and to share Jesus with him by relating Christ to 
what the eunuch was reading. Phillip then rode for a time with 
eunuch in his chariot. Verses thirty-six and following state, 

 
36 As they went along the road they came to some water; and the 
eunuch *said, "Look! Water! What prevents me from being baptized?" 
37 [And Philip said, "If you believe with all your heart, you may." And he 
answered and said, "I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God."] 38 

And he ordered the chariot to stop; and they both went down into the 
water, Philip as well as the eunuch, and he baptized him. 
 

- Not only did the eunuch place his faith in Christ, he even got 
baptized, probably because in explaining Jesus, Phillip had shared 
with him about baptism. 

- I can’t recall a divine appointment where I led someone to Christ 
and they got baptized the same day, but it happened with Phillip. 

- This brings us to more of God’s amazing blessings. 
 

God’s amazing blessings – Acts 8:39-40 
39 When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched 
Philip away; and the eunuch no longer saw him, but went on his way 
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rejoicing. 40 But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he passed 
through he kept preaching the gospel to all the cities until he came to 
Caesarea. 
 

- Phillip was snatched away by the Spirit to Azotus to do more 
witnessing, and the eunuch went on his way rejoicing in his new 
faith. Phillip’s blessing was to experience God’s power of 
snatching him away (somewhat like it will be when we are 
snatched away at the rapture) to a new location, and then getting 
to do more sharing of his faith. The eunuch’s blessing was to get 
to experience the joy of the Lord. 
 

This indeed is an amazing account from the pages of Scripture. Let’s 
quickly look now at five principles we can learn and apply to our own 
lives as we seek to share our faith. 
 

Principles to learn and apply 
 
1. We need to listen for and obey God’s evangelistic promptings 
 

- If we have our ears and eyes open to those around us, we will 
become aware of the opportunities that God provides us to be His 
witnesses. 

- We need to see everyone around us as someone who God loves 
and wants to reach with the good news. 
o The guy or gal at work is someone God wants to reach 
o The neighbor is someone God wants to reach 
o The fellow student… the coach… the soccer mom… the little 

league dad… the barber… and on and on it goes 
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2. We need to realize that God’s promptings may come in stages 
 

- For Phillip the first stage was go to the dessert road 
- Next it was to approach the chariot 
- For us it may start with meeting a neighbor in the front yard. It 

may move to have that neighbor over for dinner. It may continue 
with inviting your neighbor to church 

- Don’t forget that some people plant seeds, some water them, and 
some harvest 

 
3. We need to be flexible in our sharing approach  
 

- Phillip started with a question and then let the Spirit lead him 
- We may start with a question and then go with the flow. If 

someone is interested in what we share, we can share more. If 
they don’t show an interest we can back off. Every witnessing 
opportunity will be different. We simply need to be flexible and 
let the Spirit lead us. 

 
4. We need to be ready to share Jesus and do so when appropriate 

 
- Notice that Phillip explained to the eunuch that the Isaiah passage 

was not about the prophet Isaiah, but about the Messiah, Jesus. 
- We need to be ready to share Jesus. Can you do it? If you don’t 

feel comfortable, you should work at it by getting some sort of 
evangelism tool to help you. Two good tools are the salvation 
tract, “The Most Important Decision” or the Answers Course 
booklet, “How to get to Heaven.” Both are available at 
www.chrislosey.com.  

 
5. We need to realize that our sharing can get the gospel into new 

spheres of influence 

http://www.chrislosey.com/
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- Finally, something that can help motivate us to share is realizing 

that our sharing can get the gospel into new spheres of inlfuence. 
Phillip’s sharing brought the gospel into Ethiopian circles. Our 
sharing may get the gospel into new families, new neighborhoods 
or even new countries. One of the couples that Sharon and I 
support personally ministers with the Navigators to international 
students on an American campus. When one of those students 
gets saved, they take the gospel with them back to their family 
and country. How awesome is that! 

 

Final thoughts 
 
If we hope to be effective witnesses, we need to do what Paul did. He 
prayed and asked others to pray for him regarding his sharing 
opportunities. Listen to his words from Colossians chapter four. 
 
Colossians 4:2-4 (NASB)  
2 Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with an attitude of 
thanksgiving; 3 praying at the same time for us as well, that God will 
open up to us a door for the word, so that we may speak forth the 
mystery of Christ, for which I have also been imprisoned; 4 that I may 
make it clear in the way I ought to speak.  
 
Notice that Paul invites people to pray so that: 
 

- God would open a door for the word 
- That Paul and others would speak forth the mystery of Christ 
- That they would share their faith clearly 

 
What an awesome prayer. May this prayer be our prayer for others and 
ourselves! Let us pray… 
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Acts 8:25-40 (NASB)  
25 So, when they had solemnly testified and spoken the word of the 
Lord, they started back to Jerusalem, and were preaching the gospel to 
many villages of the Samaritans. 26 But an angel of the Lord spoke to 
Philip saying, "Get up and go south to the road that descends from 
Jerusalem to Gaza." (This is a desert road.) 27 So he got up and went; 
and there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of Candace, queen 
of the Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her treasure; and he had 
come to Jerusalem to worship, 28 and he was returning and sitting in his 
chariot, and was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29 Then the Spirit said to 
Philip, "Go up and join this chariot." 30 Philip ran up and heard him 
reading Isaiah the prophet, and said, "Do you understand what you are 
reading?" 31 And he said, "Well, how could I, unless someone guides 
me?" And he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. 32 Now the 
passage of Scripture which he was reading was this: "HE WAS LED AS A 
SHEEP TO SLAUGHTER; AND AS A LAMB BEFORE ITS SHEARER IS SILENT, 
SO HE DOES NOT OPEN HIS MOUTH. 33 "IN HUMILIATION HIS 
JUDGMENT WAS TAKEN AWAY; WHO WILL RELATE HIS GENERATION? 
FOR HIS LIFE IS REMOVED FROM THE EARTH." 34 The eunuch answered 
Philip and said, "Please tell me, of whom does the prophet say this? Of 
himself or of someone else?" 35 Then Philip opened his mouth, and 
beginning from this Scripture he preached Jesus to him. 36 As they went 
along the road they came to some water; and the eunuch *said, "Look! 
Water! What prevents me from being baptized?" 37 [And Philip said, "If 
you believe with all your heart, you may." And he answered and said, "I 
believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God."] 38 And he ordered the 
chariot to stop; and they both went down into the water, Philip as well 
as the eunuch, and he baptized him. 39 When they came up out of the 
water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; and the eunuch no 
longer saw him, but went on his way rejoicing. 40 But Philip found 
himself at Azotus, and as he passed through he kept preaching the 
gospel to all the cities until he came to Caesarea. 


