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The Expansion of the Church into Samaria 
Acts 8:14:25 

 

By Chris R. Losey 
 

Intro 
In chapter two of the book of Acts we saw the birth of the church. At 
the beginning of Acts chapter eight we saw the start of a great 
persecution against the church and many Christians scattering across 
the region.  Now in Acts 8:14-25 we see the expansion of the church 
into Samaria. I invite you to turn in your Bible to the passage as the 
message begins. Remember that in Matthew 16:18 (NASB) Jesus said, 
“…I will build My church; and the gates of Hades will not overpower it.” 
The “gates of Hades” was a phrase referring to physical death. Hades 
was the place of the dead. In other words despite the deaths of 
Christians through the years, Jesus said that the church would continue 
to expand across the world. The “gates of Hades” have not swallowed 
the church, but through the life and death of the saints the church has 
expanded to nearly every nation on earth. Indeed, Christians at the 
moment of death go into God’s presence, not Hades.  
 
As the church expanded, there have been many challenges along the 
way. The passage we will explore today highlights one of those 
challenges. 
 
Let’s now explore Acts 8:14-25 to see how the church expanded into 
Samaria following Stephen’s martyrdom and how a particular challenge 
was met. 

 
Acts 8:14-25 (NASB) states,   
14 Now when the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had 
received the word of God, they sent them Peter and John, 15 who 
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came down and prayed for them that they might receive the Holy 
Spirit. 16 For He had not yet fallen upon any of them; they had 
simply been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 17 Then they 
began laying their hands on them, and they were receiving the 
Holy Spirit. 18 Now when Simon saw that the Spirit was bestowed 
through the laying on of the apostles' hands, he offered them 
money, 19 saying, "Give this authority to me as well, so that 
everyone on whom I lay my hands may receive the Holy Spirit." 20 

But Peter said to him, "May your silver perish with you, because 
you thought you could obtain the gift of God with money! 21 "You 
have no part or portion in this matter, for your heart is not right 
before God. 22 "Therefore repent of this wickedness of yours, and 
pray the Lord that, if possible, the intention of your heart may be 
forgiven you. 23 "For I see that you are in the gall of bitterness and 
in the bondage of iniquity." 24 But Simon answered and said, "Pray 
to the Lord for me yourselves, so that nothing of what you have 
said may come upon me." 25 So, when they had solemnly testified 
and spoken the word of the Lord, they started back to Jerusalem, 
and were preaching the gospel to many villages of the Samaritans.  

 

A Review of the Story: 
The passage starts out with: 
 
The amazing news – “Samaritan’s believe”  – v14a 
Acts 8:14 states, “Now when the apostles in Jerusalem heard that 
Samaria had received the word of God, they sent them Peter and John.” 
As people scattered out of Jerusalem when the Great Persecution 
started, some (namely Phillip) carried the gospel to Samaria and many 
of the Samaritans believed. One Samaritan who believed was named 
Simon. He was known as the great power of God. When he believed, 
many of those who followed him believed, and word got back to the 
Apostles in Jerusalem that Samaritans had received the good news of 
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salvation through Christ. This was amazing because Samaritans were 
considered by full=blooded Jews to be half-breeds because they came 
from the intermarriage of poor Jews to foreigners after Assyria 
conquered the Northern Kingdom of Israel. You may remember that 
the Promised Land was divided into two parts, Israel in the North and 
Judah in the south. The northern kingdom had no good kings and was 
conquered by the Assyrians in 722 BC. The southern Kingdom of Judah 
had some good kings and did not fall until 586 BC to the Babylonians.  
 
When the Assyrians conquered the northern kingdom they took the 
upper class Jews out of the land and scattered them across the Assyrian 
Empire. They left many poor people behind in Israel and then 
transplanted foreigners into the land. These foreigners eventually 
intermarried with those left behind. This created a group that pure 
Jews considered half-breeds; half Jewish and half foreigner. Full-
blooded Jews despised the Samaritans.  
 
During the time of Christ on earth, Jews who traveled either north or 
south through the land would walk all the way around Samaria in order 
to avoid the region. 
 
Amazingly, many Samaritans became Christians as the church 
expanded. This undoubtedly came as a bit of a shock to some Jews who 
had become Christians because they would now have to learn how to 
get along with their former enemies. 
 
The church’s response – Send Apostles – v14b 
Acts 8:14 again states, “Now when the apostles in Jerusalem heard that 
Samaria had received the word of God, they sent them Peter and John.” 
When the church in Jerusalem learned that Samaritans received the 
word of God they responded by sending Peter and John to check it out. 
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They didn’t send lightweights, they sent heavyweights; two of the chief 
Apostles. 
 
The apostles’ mission – Give the Spirit – vv15-17 
Acts 8:15-17 states,  
 

15 who came down and prayed for them that they might receive 
the Holy Spirit. 16 For He had not yet fallen upon any of them; they 
had simply been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 17 Then 
they began laying their hands on them, and they were receiving 
the Holy Spirit. 

 
The mission of the Apostles was to give the Spirit because He had not 
yet fallen upon any of the new believers living in Samaria. You may 
remember that the Spirit fell like a house of fire upon the Jews on the 
Day of Pentecost, but He had not yet come upon the Samaritan 
believers. When the Spirit came upon the Samaritan believers, there 
must have been some outward manifestation of His coming because 
Simon the former sorcerer made a request. He wanted a piece of the 
action. He was used to controlling people and being a person of 
authority in his former role. Even though he was a new believer, he had 
no idea how this Christian thing worked and he made a stunning 
request and offered money to Peter and John. 
 
Simon’s request – Sell me this authority – vv18,19 
Acts 8:18,19 states, “ 
 

18 Now when Simon saw that the Spirit was bestowed through the 
laying on of the apostles' hands, he offered them money, 19 

saying, "Give this authority to me as well, so that everyone on 
whom I lay my hands may receive the Holy Spirit." 
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In essence Simon the former sorcerer wanted to pay money to be able 
to bestow the Spirit on people like Peter and John did. Again, in his way 
of thinking, money was the way to influence people and get what you 
wanted. As a new believer, he was clueless. This led to a sharp rebuke 
from Peter. 
 
Peter’s rebuke – You’ve got it all wrong – vv20-23 
Acts 8:20-23 states, 
 

20 But Peter said to him, "May your silver perish with you, because 
you thought you could obtain the gift of God with money! 21 "You 
have no part or portion in this matter, for your heart is not right 
before God. 22 "Therefore repent of this wickedness of yours, and 
pray the Lord that, if possible, the intention of your heart may be 
forgiven you. 23 "For I see that you are in the gall of bitterness and 
in the bondage of iniquity." 

 
In essence Simon Peter told Simon the sorcerer that he had it all wrong. 
God’s gift of the Spirit could not be purchased with money. Simon 
needed to clean up his thinking before God brought judgment on him. 
The good news is that Simon repented once he had been corrected. 
 
Simon’s repentance – Pray for me! – v24 
Acts 8:24 gives Simon’s response to Peter’s rebuke, “But Simon 
answered and said, ‘Pray to the Lord for me yourselves, so that nothing 
of what you have said may come upon me.’” 
 
Simon the former sorcerer humbled himself and went so far as to ask 
Peter and John to pray for him. He didn’t want the All-powerful God to 
judge him. Good choice! 
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The apostles’ outreach – More teaching and evangelism! - v25 
Acts 8:25 shows what the Apostles did next, 
  

25 So, when they had solemnly testified and spoken the word of 
the Lord, they started back to Jerusalem, and were preaching the 
gospel to many villages of the Samaritans.  

 
On the way back to Jerusalem, the Apostles continued to teach and to 
share the good news of Christ. Awesome!!!  
 

What we can learn 
You may be thinking, well, that’s a nice story, but what can I learn from 
it? I want to cover five things we can learn about the priorities of the 
early church. Their priorities were important to them, and the same 
priorities must be important to us today. 
 
The priority of evangelism 
Notice that it was evangelism that drew the Apostles out of Jerusalem, 
and it was evangelism that was their priority as they returned. God’s 
priority for the early church and for the church today is outreach; even 
reaching out to those like the Samaritans who we may be 
uncomfortable with. If churches ignore evangelism they will die 
because there will be no new believers to carry the torch of Christ 
forward. 
 
We try to fan the flame of evangelism here at Valley. It is tough 
reaching out in our county, but we must continue to keep outreach as a 
high priority. We need to pray for divine encounters and look for them, 
trusting God to lead us. 
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The importance of unity 
God desires a unified church. In the first century He wanted the Jews 
and the Samaritans to be one in Christ, and he brought them together. 
We, too, need to work hard at preserving the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace by clearing up misunderstandings about how the church 
needs to operate. 
 
The necessity of Spirit baptism 
The power that marks the Christian is the indwelling Holy Spirit. When 
the Jews from Jerusalem, saw that the Samaritans received the Holy 
Spirit through the laying on of hands, they could not deny that the 
Samaritans were now brothers and sisters in Christ. As a person studies 
the book of Acts it is seen that: 

- The Jews received the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost in Acts 2 
- The Samaritans received the Spirit with Jews present in Acts 8 
- The Gentiles received the Spirit with Jews present in Acts 10 
- The Disciples of John the Baptist (holdovers from Old Testament) 

received the Holy Spirit with Jews present in Acts 19 
 
The giving of the Holy Spirit was complete and the church was unified. 
Today, every believer is baptized by the Holy Spirit at the moment of 
conversion. We don’t have to lay hands on people to give the Spirit. 
How do we know this? 1 Corinthians 12:13 (NASB) states, 

 
13 For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether 
Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were all made to 
drink of one Spirit.  

 
We were all baptized into the body of Christ, the church, by the Holy 
Spirit at the moment of our conversion. 
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The critical nature of correct doctrine 
This brings us to the next point, which is the critical nature of correct or 
sound doctrine. In other words, the church needs to teach people the 
truth of God so they don’t live in error. Just like Simon the former 
sorcerer had no idea that he couldn’t buy God’s power with money, 
many new Christians today and even some older ones are clueless 
when it comes to right teaching. That’s why we teach from the Bible 
each week and have Care groups, and encourage people to study the 
Bible on their own so they learn what Scripture teaches in all areas. 
Since I have been at Valley I have seen a few people fall into false 
teaching, not be willing to be corrected, and eventually leave the 
church. We don’t want this to happen and thus keep focused on correct 
doctrine. That’s why we put the booklets in the foyer covering many 
important topics. 
 
The need for discipline and repentance 
This brings us to the last point which is the need for discipline and 
repentance. When Peter heard what Simon said about wanting to buy 
the power of God with money, Peter did not hesitate to correct him on 
the spot, in essence applying church discipline. This caused Simon to 
immediately repent which was the right response. We all need to be 
corrected from time to time, and to repent for whatever action or 
words are not in line with God’s teaching.  
 

Final thoughts 
I hope these five priorities will be our priorities, too. 
 

- Evangelism 
- Unity 
- Spirit Baptism 
- Correct Doctrine 
- Discipline and Repentance 
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What applied to the early church still applies to us today. Let’s make all 
of the above mentioned things, priorities in our church! Let’s pray… 
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Acts 8:14-25 (NASB)  
14 Now when the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they 
sent them Peter and John, 15 who came down and prayed for them that they might receive the 
Holy Spirit. 16 For He had not yet fallen upon any of them; they had simply been baptized in the 
name of the Lord Jesus. 17 Then they began laying their hands on them, and they were receiving 
the Holy Spirit. 18 Now when Simon saw that the Spirit was bestowed through the laying on of 
the apostles' hands, he offered them money, 19 saying, "Give this authority to me as well, so 
that everyone on whom I lay my hands may receive the Holy Spirit." 20 But Peter said to him, 
"May your silver perish with you, because you thought you could obtain the gift of God with 
money! 21 "You have no part or portion in this matter, for your heart is not right before God. 22 

"Therefore repent of this wickedness of yours, and pray the Lord that, if possible, the intention 
of your heart may be forgiven you. 23 "For I see that you are in the gall of bitterness and in the 
bondage of iniquity." 24 But Simon answered and said, "Pray to the Lord for me yourselves, so 
that nothing of what you have said may come upon me." 25 So, when they had solemnly 
testified and spoken the word of the Lord, they started back to Jerusalem, and were preaching 
the gospel to many villages of the Samaritans.  
 


