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Sharing and Opposition 
 

Acts 5:17-42 
 

By Chris Losey 

 

The book of Acts is all about the birth and the spread of the church 

- In Acts 1 Jesus ascended into heaven 

- In Acts 2 the church was born when the Holy Spirit arrived on the 

Day of Pentecost. Peter preached his first sermon and three 

thousand people got saved. 

- In Acts 3 Peter and John healed a lame beggar which caused such 

a stir that Peter had the opportunity to preach a second sermon. 

Over five thousand people got saved. 

- In Acts 4 the authorities arrested Peter and John, questioned 

them the next day, and released them after warning them not to 

speak any more in the name of Jesus, but the apostles replied that 

they must obey God rather than men. After being released the 

apostles reported to the rest of the believers what had happened, 

and there was great rejoicing that God’s Word was going forth. As 

part of the Jerusalem church believers shared resources with one 

another in unity and generosity. 

- At the beginning of Acts 5 Ananias and Sapphira died after lying to 

the Holy Spirit about a piece of land they sold. A deep sense of 

reverence was upon the whole church and many people outside 

the church were coming to a saving knowledge of Christ.  

- Many miracles took place at the hands of the apostles. Life was 

good, but things were about to change and become tougher on 

the community of believers. 
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The rapid expansion of the church in Jerusalem did not go unnoticed by 

the authorities. The religious authorities were determined to put a stop 

to it. Let’s look at Acts 5:18-42 and investigate this account in the lives 

of the apostles to see what we can learn. 

 

The jealousy of the religious leaders – vv17-18 
17 But the high priest rose up, along with all his associates (that is the 

sect of the Sadducees), and they were filled with jealousy. 18 They laid 

hands on the apostles and put them in a public jail. 

 

The Greek word for jealousy is zelos. It speaks of a zealous jealousy on 

the part of the religious leaders. Jealousy is resentful suspicion or envy. 

The religious leaders resented the apostles because of their message 

and success. The religious leaders performed religious duties but they 

didn’t perform miracles or have thousands of followers like the 

apostles. 

 

Jealousy had blinded the leaders to the truth. The fact that the apostles 

were performing miracles and proclaiming a real resurrection should 

have been strong evidence that what they were doing was from God.  

Instead of seeing the truth, the leaders couldn’t see past their own 

jealousy. The text states that they were “filled with jealousy” which 

means to be filled up to the point of overflow. They had let their 

jealousy override any common sense. 

 

Isn’t it true that we sometimes act out of jealousy rather than thinking 

with a clear mind. James 3:16 (NASB) states, “For where jealousy and 
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selfish ambition exist, there is disorder and every evil thing.”  As 

Christians we must not let jealousy rule our lives because it will blind us 

and lead us down the wrong path. It certainly led the religious leaders 

down the wrong path as they had the apostles arrested and put into 

public jail.  

 

The intervention of God – vv19,20 
19 But during the night an angel of the Lord opened the gates of the 

prison, and taking them out he said, 20 "Go, stand and speak to the 

people in the temple the whole message of this Life." 

 

The religious leaders had plans to silence the apostles, but God had 

other plans. He sent one of His angels to release the apostles from 

prison in the middle of the night, and to instruct them to return to the 

temple the next morning and to continue preaching the message of 

Life. 

 

The obedience of the apostles – v21a 
21 Upon hearing this, they entered into the temple about daybreak and 

began to teach. 

 

When miraculously released from jail by the angel and hearing the 

angel’s instructions to go back to the temple and share the message of 

life (the gospel), the apostles had a simple response. They obeyed. They 

didn’t try to reason with the angel and say, “Wait a minute, that’s one 

of the reasons we were arrested. If we go back there, we’ll just get 

arrested again. Perhaps you can get someone else to do your bidding. 

This sharing stuff is getting a little too dangerous and uncomfortable.” 



4 
Copyright 2011 – Chris Losey 

 

Instead, they simply obeyed and returned to the temple to share once 

more the good news of Christ. 

 

God did not release them from jail so they could hide, He released 

them to share and they willingly did just that! 

 

The confusion of the authorities – vv21b-24 
21 … Now when the high priest and his associates came, they called the 

Council together, even all the Senate of the sons of Israel, and sent 

orders to the prison house for them to be brought. 22 But the officers 

who came did not find them in the prison; and they returned and 

reported back, 23 saying, "We found the prison house locked quite 

securely and the guards standing at the doors; but when we had 

opened up, we found no one inside." 24 Now when the captain of the 

temple guard and the chief priests heard these words, they were 

greatly perplexed about them as to what would come of this. 

 

When the religious authorities sent orders to the prison to have the 

apostles brought before them, it was discovered that the apostles were 

gone. This was a surprise to the authorities as well as the prison officials 

since the jail was secure and the guards were at their posts. They were 

all perplexed and confused.  

 

The authorities couldn’t figure out how the apostles had escaped. It is 

so true that the world doesn’t understand or comprehend the ways of 

God. 
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The re-arrest of the apostles – vv25,26 
25 But someone came and reported to them, "The men whom you put in 

prison are standing in the temple and teaching the people!" 26 Then the 

captain went along with the officers and proceeded to bring them back 

without violence (for they were afraid of the people, that they might be 

stoned). 

 

Someone then informed the officials that the apostles were back in the 

temple preaching. The captain of the temple guard and some officers 

were sent to arrest the apostles a second time and to bring them 

before the religious authorities. This happened without incident.  

 

The accusation from the high priest – vv27,28 
27 When they had brought them, they stood them before the Council. 

The high priest questioned them, 28 saying, "We gave you strict orders 

not to continue teaching in this name, and yet, you have filled 

Jerusalem with your teaching and intend to bring this man's blood upon 

us." 

 

When the apostles were brought in front of the religious council, the 

high priest reminded them that they had already been warned once not 

to preach in Jesus’ name.  

 

The apostles’ boldness – vv29 
29 But Peter and the apostles answered, "We must obey God rather 

than men. 30 "The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom you had 

put to death by hanging Him on a cross. 31 "He is the one whom God 

exalted to His right hand as a Prince and a Savior, to grant repentance 



6 
Copyright 2011 – Chris Losey 

 

to Israel, and forgiveness of sins. 32 "And we are witnesses of these 

things; and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who 

obey Him." 

 

Peter responded that he and the apostles must obey God rather than 

men. He also reminded the religious leaders of the fact that they (the 

religious leaders) had Jesus put to death and that God had raised Him 

from the dead so that repentance and forgiveness could come to Israel.  

 

The Council’s rage – v33 
33 But when they heard this, they were cut to the quick and intended to 

kill them. 

 

This accusation infuriated the Council who desired to put the apostles 

to death. 

 

Gamaliel’s wisdom – vv34-39 
34 But a Pharisee named Gamaliel, a teacher of the Law, respected by all 

the people, stood up in the Council and gave orders to put the men 

outside for a short time. 35 And he said to them, "Men of Israel, take 

care what you propose to do with these men. 36 "For some time ago 

Theudas rose up, claiming to be somebody, and a group of about four 

hundred men joined up with him. But he was killed, and all who 

followed him were dispersed and came to nothing. 37 "After this man, 

Judas of Galilee rose up in the days of the census and drew away some 

people after him; he too perished, and all those who followed him were 

scattered. 38 "So in the present case, I say to you, stay away from these 

men and let them alone, for if this plan or action is of men, it will be 
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overthrown; 39 but if it is of God, you will not be able to overthrow 

them; or else you may even be found fighting against God." 

 

Before the Council could act on their plan, a sensible Council member, 

Gamaliel, told the rest of the council not to harm the apostles. He 

reminded the Council that others like Jesus had gathered a group of 

followers but after their leader died, the followers dispersed. He told 

the Council that this case would be no different if Jesus was not from 

God. If Jesus was from God, and Council killed the apostles, they would 

actually be fighting against God. It would thus be best to leave the 

apostles alone.  

 

The Council’s choices – v40 
40 They took his advice; and after calling the apostles in, they flogged 

them and ordered them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and then 

released them. 

 

The Council made two choices. First they took Gamaliel’s advice. The 

second was to punish and warn the apostles.  They had the apostles 

flogged and warned them not to speak anymore in the name of Jesus. 

 

The apostles’ choices – v41 
41 So they went on their way from the presence of the Council, rejoicing 
that they had been considered worthy to suffer shame for His name. 42 

And every day, in the temple and from house to house, they kept right 
on teaching and preaching Jesus as the Christ.  
 
As the apostles went their way they made at least two choices. First 
they rejoiced they had been counted worthy to suffer on behalf of 
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Christ. Second they continued sharing. They went to the temple and 
from house to house proclaiming that Jesus was the Christ.  
 
Lessons for today  

There is so much we can learn from this passage, but I want to leave 

you with five key lessons that we can apply to ourselves today. 

   

1. Sharing will bring oppositon 

The Evil One does not want the message of salvation to go out and will 

seek to oppose anyone who makes evangelism a priority. 

  

2. God can and sometimes will protect us 

Just like for the apostles, God can and sometimes will protect us from 

those who would seek to do us harm because of our stand for Christ. 

  

3. God wants us to keep sharing 

Whether or not God chooses to protect us, He still wants us to share. 

The apostles went to jail. God saved them out of jail. But He did not 

save them so they could stop sharing, He saved them so they could 

continue to be His witnesses. 

  

4. Opposition may become more severe 

Not only were the apostles warned and jailed, they were flogged. We 

must make a conscious decision that we will share no matter what! 

  

5. We must cultivate the right mindset regarding opposition  

First we must realize that opposition is something to rejoice about. 

Second, we must not let opposition silence our witness.  
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Final thoughts – Lord help us learn from the apostles and remain true 

to You no matter what! 

  


