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Spiritual Opposition 
 

Acts 4:1-31 
 

By Chris Losey 

 

As Christians, we all hope that the Christian life will be full of joy, and 

that people will be excited to hear the story of how we came to Christ, 

but the reality is, there will be those who don’t want to hear it, and will 

opposes us as every turn.  

 

In Acts chapter three we see Peter and John being used by God to heal a 

lame man. As a crowd in the temple gathers to see what’s going on, 

Peter seizes the opportunity to preach a second sermon and 5,000 people 

get saved. God is on the move! 

 

This brings us to Acts chapter 4. Let me summarize what happens there: 

 

- As Peter and John are speaking, priests, the captain of the guard, and 

some Sadducees come up to them. They are bothered because Peter 

and John are proclaiming in Jesus’ name the resurrection of the dead. 

– vv1,2  

- The authorities put Peter and John in jail overnight even though 5000 

men got saved through Peter’s preaching – vv3,4 

- The next day, Peter and John are brought out of jail and placed before 

the Jewish Council for questioning. They are asked by what power or 

name they had healed the man – vv5-7 

- Peter uses this as a further opportunity to share what Christ had done, 

and he lets the council know that Jesus was the chief cornerstone 

which the Jews had rejected, and that salvation came only through 

Him. vv8-12 

- Peter’s bold answer amazes the Jewish leaders who recognize Peter 

and John as having been with Jesus. vv13-14 
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- The council then confers with each other about what to do about 

Peter and John. They agree that a notable miracle has taken place. 

They eventually called the two apostles in and command them to 

speak no longer in Jesus’ name. vv15-18 

- Peter and John reply that they cannot stop speaking about what they 

have seen and heard – vv19,20 

- The council proceeds to threaten the apostles and then release them 

because they have not committed any crime – vv21,22 

- Peter and John return to their companions and report what happened. 

It causes great rejoicing and a prayer is made asking God to help 

them speak His word with confidence. vv23-30 

- After the believers pray, God shakes the place (presumably by an 

earthquake) where they are staying –v31 

 

What an amazing account of what God did through and for Peter and 

John. Besides being a great story, there is much that we can learn from 

it. Here are some applications that apply to us today. 

 

If we share our faith we can expect opposition – vv1,2 
1
As they were speaking to the people, the priests and the captain of the 

temple guard and the Sadducees came up to them, 
2 
being greatly 

disturbed because they were teaching the people and proclaiming in 

Jesus the resurrection from the dead.  

 

Sadly, this opposition came from those who should have applauded what 

was happening. They had been threatened by Jesus and killed Him, and 

now they were threatened by the apostles and were going to do what 

they could to silence them, too. 

 

Have you ever received opposition when sharing your faith? I have. One 

time while taking a “Survey for silver” in the Civic Center Park, I 

approached a teen. No sooner had I started to share the survey when a 

bystander came up to me and said I couldn’t share with someone who 

was under age. I’m not exactly sure what the law states, but after trying 
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to reason with the bystander I could see that he was immoveable in his 

conviction, so I stopped sharing. 

 

Another time I was approaching someone to share with them, and they 

put out their hand like a stop sign as if to say, I don’t want you to talk to 

me. Without a word, I honored their non-verbal request. 

 

On many other occasions, people were happy to engage me in 

conversation and take the survey. 

 

2 Timothy 3:12 (NASB) states, 
12 

Indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.  

 

Part of godly living is sharing our faith with others. It should not 

surprise us that we are persecuted or opposed in some way when we try 

to do it.  

 

In Matthew 5:10-12 (NASB) Jesus said, 

  
10 

"Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of 

righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
11 

"Blessed are 

you when people insult you and persecute you, and falsely say all 

kinds of evil against you because of Me. 
12 

"Rejoice and be glad, 

for your reward in heaven is great; for in the same way they 

persecuted the prophets who were before you.  

 

In John 15:20 Jesus said, 
20 

"Remember the word that I said to you, 'A slave is not greater than his 

master.' If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you; if they kept 

My word, they will keep yours also.  

 

If we live for Christ, and certainly if we share our faith, we can expect 

some kind of opposition from those who just don’t want anyone to hear 

what we have to say.  
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Opposition may come in various degrees – vv3,5-7,18,21 

The second principle is that opposition may come in various degrees. 

 

 Imprisonment – The authorities, presumably the temple guard, 

imprisoned Peter and John – v3 - 
3 
And they laid hands on them 

and put them in jail until the next day, for it was already evening.  

 

 Questioning – The council questioned them – vv5-7 - 
5 

On the 

next day, their rulers and elders and scribes were gathered together 

in Jerusalem; 
6 
and Annas the high priest was there, and Caiaphas 

and John and Alexander, and all who were of high-priestly 

descent. 
7 
When they had placed them in the center, they began to 

inquire, "By what power, or in what name, have you done this?"  

 

 Warnings – The Council commanded them to speak no more in 

Jesus’ name – v18 - 
18 

And when they had summoned them, they 

commanded them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus. 

 

 Threats – The Council threatened them further – v21- 
21 

When 

they had threatened them further, they let them go (finding no 

basis on which to punish them) on account of the people, because 

they were all glorifying God for what had happened; 

 

Right now in our country the opposition we receive is minimal, but there 

may come a time when it is a lot more! In some countries opposition is 

already quite severe. 

 

Opposition often comes when we are doing something evangelistic 

for God – v4 
4 
But many of those who had heard the message believed; and the 

number of the men came to be about five thousand. 

 



5 
Copyright 2011 Chris Losey 

 

When five thousand people get saved at one time, Satan is irate. He may 

have been behind the scenes fanning the flame of jealousy in the Jewish 

religious leaders who felt that their power and authority were being 

threatened. 

 

Have you ever noticed that when you do something nice for others, they 

usually respond kindly. You can even do acts of kindness for unsaved 

people and they will respond kindly. But it is often a different story 

when it comes to sharing the gospel. Sharing your faith is often seen by 

others as condemning, especially when you share the bad news about 

sin.  This can really set people off. Also, Jesus’ claim as being the only 

way to heaven, can also cause people to stop listening. The fact is, 

however, there are people who will listen and respond by receiving 

Christ. We have to be sure that we don’t allow opposition to silence us. 

 

Opposition can provide new opportunities for sharing – vv5-12 

Peter used the opposition to preach a mini sermon. 

 
5 
On the next day, their rulers and elders and scribes were gathered 

together in Jerusalem; 
6 
and Annas the high priest was there, and 

Caiaphas and John and Alexander, and all who were of high-priestly 

descent. 
7 
When they had placed them in the center, they began to 

inquire, "By what power, or in what name, have you done this?" 
8 

Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, "Rulers and 

elders of the people, 
9 
if we are on trial today for a benefit done to a 

sick man, as to how this man has been made well, 
10 

let it be known to 

all of you and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus 

Christ the Nazarene, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the 

dead—by this name this man stands here before you in good health. 
11 

"He is the stone which was rejected by you, the builders, but which 

became the chief corner stone. 
12 

"And there is salvation in no one 

else; for there is no other name under heaven that has been given 

among men by which we must be saved."  
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- Peter was filled with the Holy Spirit – v8 

- Peter could have simply chosen to give a very straight forward 

answer to the question “By what power, or in what name have you 

done this?” Peter could have said simply, “By the power of God in 

the name of Jesus” and left it at that, but he didn’t. He used the 

opposition as a further opportunity to share the good news. 

- He was polite and referred to his audience as rulers and elders of the 

people – v8 

- He disarmed them a bit by asking if they were on trial for doing the 

good work of healing – v9 

- He made it clear that Jesus healed the man – v10 

- He also made it clear that the Jews had crucified Jesus whom God 

raised from the dead – v10 

- In addition he made it clear that Jesus was the Chief Corner Stone 

who the Jews had rejected – v11 

- He also made it clear that Jesus was the only way for salvation – v12 

 

Way to go Peter! It doesn’t say that any of the council believed, but they 

may have! 

 

Courage and confidence while sharing make a positive impression – 

vv13,14 

Listen to Acts 4:13,14, 

 
13 

Now as they observed the confidence of Peter and John and 

understood that they were uneducated and untrained men, they 

were amazed, and began to recognize them as having been with 

Jesus. 
14 

And seeing the man who had been healed standing with 

them, they had nothing to say in reply.  

 

Peter and John’s confident and courageous reply got the attention of the 

religious leaders. As the now healed man stood with Peter and John, the 
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religious leaders were speechless. Perhaps they were weighing the 

claims of the gospel for themselves. 

 

When we stand up for our faith in compassionate yet straightforward 

ways it makes a positive impression on people. They may something 

like, “You really believe in God, don’t you?” And then you can respond, 

“Yes, I really do!” 

 

It is unusual today for people to speak openly and unashamedly about 

their faith. We need to be those people. If someone says to you, “So how 

was your weekend?” don’t be ashamed to say, “Actually, I had a great 

weekend, especially on Sunday when I was in church and heard this 

challenging message.” They might even say, “What kind of message 

was that?” and then you are off and running sharing your faith.  

 

Ongoing opposition presents Christians with a choice – vv15-22 

The choice is to keep sharing or to stop sharing. Acts 4:15-22 states, 

 
15 

But when they had ordered them to leave the Council, they 

began to confer with one another, 
16 

saying, "What shall we do 

with these men? For the fact that a noteworthy miracle has taken 

place through them is apparent to all who live in Jerusalem, and we 

cannot deny it. 
17 

"But so that it will not spread any further among 

the people, let us warn them to speak no longer to any man in this 

name." 
18 

And when they had summoned them, they commanded 

them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus. 
19 

But Peter 

and John answered and said to them, "Whether it is right in the 

sight of God to give heed to you rather than to God, you be the 

judge; 
20 

for we cannot stop speaking about what we have seen and 

heard." 
21 

When they had threatened them further, they let them go 

(finding no basis on which to punish them) on account of the 

people, because they were all glorifying God for what had 

happened; 
22 

for the man was more than forty years old on whom 

this miracle of healing had been performed.  
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From the first time they were opposed by the religious leaders, Peter and 

John had a decision to make. Would they keep sharing or stop sharing? 

Would they let opposition silence them or not? They had been jailed, but 

that didn’t silence them. They had been commanded not to speak or 

teach in Jesus name, but that didn’t silence them. Instead, their response 

was amazing. They said in verses nineteen and twenty, “
19 

But Peter and 

John answered and said to them, "Whether it is right in the sight of God 

to give heed to you rather than to God, you be the judge; 
20 

for we 

cannot stop speaking about what we have seen and heard" 

 

Standing strong encourages fellow believers in their sharing vv23-30 

Those who heard the report praised God and asked God to give them 

confidence, too. Acts 4:23-30 states,  

  
23 

When they had been released, they went to their own 

companions and reported all that the chief priests and the elders 

had said to them. 
24 

And when they heard this, they lifted their 

voices to God with one accord and said, "O Lord, it is You who 

MADE THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH AND THE SEA, 

AND ALL THAT IS IN THEM, 
25 

who by the Holy Spirit, through 

the mouth of our father David Your servant, said, 'WHY DID THE 

GENTILES RAGE, AND THE PEOPLES DEVISE FUTILE 

THINGS? 
26 

'THE KINGS OF THE EARTH TOOK THEIR 

STAND, AND THE RULERS WERE GATHERED TOGETHER 

AGAINST THE LORD AND AGAINST HIS CHRIST.' 
27 

"For 

truly in this city there were gathered together against Your holy 

servant Jesus, whom You anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, 

along with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, 
28 

to do whatever 

Your hand and Your purpose predestined to occur. 
29 

"And now, 

Lord, take note of their threats, and grant that Your bond-servants 

may speak Your word with all confidence, 
30 

while You extend 

Your hand to heal, and signs and wonders take place through the 

name of Your holy servant Jesus."  
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The report of what happened caused the believers to pray boldly. In their 

prayer they didn’t minimize the opposition, but stressed God’s 

sovereignty and their own desire for God to give them confidence to 

share the gospel with others. They also acknowledged that it was God 

who would have to pave the way for them through healings, signs and 

wonders. 

 

Opposition in our day should cause us to fall on our knees and to ask 

God for renewed confidence and for Him to pave the way for our 

sharing. 

 

This brings us to the last point of the message. 

 

God applauds and blesses those who stand strong when opposition 

comes – v31 

Acts 4:31 states, “And when they had prayed, the place where they had 

gathered together was shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy 

Spirit and began to speak the word of God with boldness.”  

 

After the believers had stepped out in faith and prayed, the place where 

they were was shaken (presumably by an earthquake) and God filled 

them with the Holy Spirit and they began to speak God’s Word with 

boldness. In other words He applauded them for what they were doing 

and answered their prayer in the affirmative.  

 

No wonder it says in the King James version of the Bible in Acts 17:6 

that the early Christians were turning the world upside down with their 

effectiveness. They were fearless sharers of the gospel and encouraged 

one another. 

 

Final Thoughts 

Notice that verse thirty one states that God filled the believers with the 

Holy Spirit which caused them to speak boldly. It is a great reminder 



10 
Copyright 2011 Chris Losey 

 

that sharing our faith in the midst of opposition can only be done if God 

empowers us. 

 

I was so encouraged yesterday that we had the privilege of doing a 

memorial service for Rodney Powers who recently died of cancer. 

Michelle Powers his wife is a good friend of Donna York who attends 

Valley. Donna suggested boldly that Michelle talk to us at Valley to see 

if we could help with the service. John Coons and I were delighted to 

help and the gospel was shared clearly with many of Rodney’s friends 

who probably did not know the Lord. They came to honor Rodney’s 

memory and heard the gospel in the process because of Donna York’s 

boldness of suggesting the service be done at Valley. Clearly this was 

Donna listening to the prompting of the Holy Spirit. 

 

So let’s briefly review the application of this story of Peter and John to 

our lives; 

 

- If we share our faith we can expect opposition 

- Opposition may come in various degrees (questioning, warnings…) 

- Opposition often comes when we are doing something evangelistic 

- Opposition can provide new opportunities for sharing 

- Courage and confidence while sharing make a positive impression 

- Continued opposition presents Christians a choice to share or stop 

- Standing strong encourages fellow believers in their own sharing 

- God applauds and blesses those who stand strong 

 

Look for opportunities to share. Be bold, stand strong. God is with you! 
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Acts 4:1-31 (NASB)  
1 
As they were speaking to the people, the priests and the captain of the 

temple guard and the Sadducees came up to them, 
2 
being greatly 

disturbed because they were teaching the people and proclaiming in 

Jesus the resurrection from the dead. 
3 

And they laid hands on them and 

put them in jail until the next day, for it was already evening. 
4 
But many 

of those who had heard the message believed; and the number of the 

men came to be about five thousand. 
5 
On the next day, their rulers and 

elders and scribes were gathered together in Jerusalem; 
6 
and Annas the 

high priest was there, and Caiaphas and John and Alexander, and all 

who were of high-priestly descent. 
7 
When they had placed them in the 

center, they began to inquire, "By what power, or in what name, have 

you done this?" 
8 
Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, 

"Rulers and elders of the people, 
9 
if we are on trial today for a benefit 

done to a sick man, as to how this man has been made well, 
10 

let it be 

known to all of you and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of 

Jesus Christ the Nazarene, whom you crucified, whom God raised from 

the dead—by this name this man stands here before you in good health. 
11 

"He is the stone which was rejected by you, the builders, but which 

became the chief corner stone. 
12 

"And there is salvation in no one else; 

for there is no other name under heaven that has been given among men 

by which we must be saved." 
13 

Now as they observed the confidence of 

Peter and John and understood that they were uneducated and untrained 

men, they were amazed, and began to recognize them as having been 

with Jesus. 
14 

And seeing the man who had been healed standing with 

them, they had nothing to say in reply. 
15 

But when they had ordered 

them to leave the Council, they began to confer with one another, 
16 

saying, "What shall we do with these men? For the fact that a 

noteworthy miracle has taken place through them is apparent to all who 

live in Jerusalem, and we cannot deny it. 
17 

"But so that it will not spread 

any further among the people, let us warn them to speak no longer to any 

man in this name." 
18 

And when they had summoned them, they 

commanded them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus. 
19 

But 

Peter and John answered and said to them, "Whether it is right in the 
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sight of God to give heed to you rather than to God, you be the judge; 
20 

for we cannot stop speaking about what we have seen and heard." 
21 

When they had threatened them further, they let them go (finding no 

basis on which to punish them) on account of the people, because they 

were all glorifying God for what had happened; 
22 

for the man was more 

than forty years old on whom this miracle of healing had been 

performed. 
23 

When they had been released, they went to their own 

companions and reported all that the chief priests and the elders had said 

to them. 
24 

And when they heard this, they lifted their voices to God with 

one accord and said, "O Lord, it is You who made the heaven and the 

earth and the sea , and all that is in them, 
25 

who by the Holy Spirit, 

through the mouth of our father David Your servant, said, 'Why did the 

Gentiles rage, And the peoples devise futile things ? 
26 

'The Kings of the 

earth took THEIR STAND, And the rulers were gathered together 

Against the Lord and against His Christ.' 
27 

"For truly in this city there 

were gathered together against Your holy servant Jesus, whom You 

anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the 

peoples of Israel, 
28 

to do whatever Your hand and Your purpose 

predestined to occur. 
29 

"And now, Lord, take note of their threats, and 

grant that Your bond-servants may speak Your word with all confidence, 
30 

while You extend Your hand to heal, and signs and wonders take place 

through the name of Your holy servant Jesus." 
31 

And when they had 

prayed, the place where they had gathered together was shaken, and they 

were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak the word of God 

with boldness.  
 
 
 
 


