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How to Share the Good News 
 

(Elements of the Gospel) 
 

Acts 3:11-26 
 
Introduction 
The book of Acts is an exciting book in the New Testament. It shows the 
acts of the apostles; the things they did. You may remember in the 
book of Acts: 
- In chapter one Jesus told the apostles to wait in Jerusalem until they 

were clothed with power from on high. Jesus then ascended into 
heaven and the apostles waited. 

- In chapter two, the church was born on the Day of Pentecost when 
the Holy Spirit came like a house of fire. As people gathered to see 
what was going on, Peter preached a sermon and approximately 
3,000 people believed the salvation message and were baptized. 

- In the first part of chapter three, Peter and John were going up to 
the temple to pray at three in the afternoon when they encountered 
a man who had been lame from birth, and healed him. After being 
healed, the man walked, leaped and praised God. His actions drew a 
crowd which gathered around to see what had happened. This 
brings us to the passage we are going to investigate in this message, 
Acts 3:11-26. 

 
Acts 3:11 refers to the man who was healed. The verse states, “While 
he was clinging to Peter and John, all the people ran together to them 
at the so-called portico of Solomon, full of amazement.” Solomon’s 
portico was a columned porch around the perimeter of the temple 
complex.  
 
Let’s begin by looking at what the healed man was doing. He was doing. 
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The Healed Man’s Action – He was Clinging 
As Peter and John entered the temple after healing the “lame man,” 
the now “healed lame man” was clinging to them. He wasn’t clinging 
because he couldn’t stand up, he was clinging because Peter and John 
had been used of God to bring to a state of full healing. The man was 
overjoyed!  
 
Can you picture the scene? The man was walking along, leaping with 
excitement and praising God verbally because of his healing. As he did, 
he undoubtedly kept turning to Peter and John and half hugged, half 
grabbed them and profusely thanked them for what they had done for 
him. This excitement drew a crowd. The text states what the crowd did.   
 
The Crowd Gathering in Amazement  
Again, Acts 3:11 states, “While he was clinging to Peter and John, all the 
people ran together to them at the so-called portico of Solomon, full of 
amazement.” There probably had not been an actual healing in the 
temple in some time. This miracle brought back memories of Jesus’ 
healings. The people, hearing the commotion, ran together to see for 
themselves what was happening.  
 
Peter’s Spiritual Awareness and Boldness 
No doubt, Peter sensed what was happening. A crowd was gathering 
much like on the day of Pentecost when he preached and 3,000 people 
were saved. As Peter saw the crowd gathering he might have thought 
to himself, “Hmmmm, another divine opportunity.” Acts 3:12 states, 
“But when Peter saw this, he took action and said to the people, "Men 
of Israel, why are you amazed at this, or why do you gaze at us, as if by 
our own power or piety we had made him walk?” Peter boldly stepped 
out in faith and began to share the good news of Christ. 
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When God does something spectacular it often opens the door to share 
the gospel. We need to pray that God would give us the spiritual 
awareness and boldness to recognize divine appointments and to take 
advantage of them. Sometimes it is an event in the news that opens 
doors for sharing. Sometimes it may be a new movie or book. I know 
that ever since the book, “Heaven is for Real” came out, that Peggy 
Devon has been giving out copies like hotcakes to unsaved friends. 
 
In Acts 3, God did something spectacular by healing a man who had 
been lame from birth. The man went from being an invalid to a person 
who went walking, leaping and praising God! We may not have the 
opportunity to be around such sudden physical healing, but we may be 
around someone who is spiritually healed and goes from addiction to 
dedication to Christ. The change in that person’s life might be enough 
to make people say, “What happened to him? He used to be addicted 
to alcohol, but now he is no longer drunk and seems happy and 
fulfilled.” Things like this, present opportunities to share the reason for 
the change, and that is exactly what Peter did. 
 
Let’s pray right now for divine opportunities. “Lord, we all desire to 
share our faith, but we need You to create opportunities. We ask You to 
open doors for our sharing and to give us the awareness to see what is 
happening and the boldness to step out in faith to share the good news 
of Christ with others.” AMEN 
 
This week as I studied what Peter said and how he said it, I saw several 
things that I call “Elements of sharing the gospel.” In the next few 
minutes I want to share them with you. It is beautiful how Peter wove 
these elements through his sharing. May we learn from him.  
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Elements of sharing the gospel 
 
Have an attitude of humility- v12 
Notice what Peter said in Acts 3:12, “But when Peter saw this, he 
replied to the people, "Men of Israel, why are you amazed at this, or 
why do you gaze at us, as if by our own power or piety we had made 
him walk?” Rather than taking any credit for what had happened, Peter 
deflected the credit to God. The people obviously were gazing at Peter 
and John as if these two Apostles were responsible for the lame man’s 
healing. It would have been easy for Peter and John to take credit, but 
they did not. It would have been easy to bask in the limelight and say, 
“Yes, we do possess great power and piety, and that is the reason the 
lame man was healed.” Instead Peter deflected the credit from himself 
and pointed the people to God. It’s as if Peter was saying, “It’s not 
about us, it’s all about God and what He has done.” How beautiful! 
 
When we share our faith, we too, need to show humility in our attitude 
and words. If we come across arrogantly it will be an instant turn-off to 
those with whom we are trying to share. If we come across with 
humility they may listen carefully to what we have to say. 
 
Find common ground – v13 
Next, Peter used the principle of common ground. He started with 
something he and the crowd had in common. Their common ground 
was that they we all Jews. Notice what Peter said in Acts 3:13, “The God 
of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorified His 
servant Jesus…” In verse sixteen Peter goes on to say, “And on the basis 
of faith in His name, it is the name of Jesus which has strengthened this 
man whom you see and know; and the faith which comes through Him 
has given him this perfect health in the presence of you all.” 
 



5 
Copyright Chris Losey, 2011.  

 

Peter wanted to have the people listen to his message so he in essence 
said, “Hey guys, we are all Jews. It was the God of our Fathers who 
glorified this Jesus who is responsible for healing the lame man.” 
 
When we share our faith with others we need to look for common 
ground, too. Perhaps the opening to a conversation may be that we and 
another person both like baseball, or grew up in the same town, or 
went to the same school, or have the same profession, or have similar 
interests. Common ground helps open doors for sharing, and adds 
initial credibility to our words. 
 
Once while I was riding on an airplane I struck up a conversation with 
the person next to me. I soon discovered that they were in the military. 
This was the connection I needed. This common ground made it easier 
to share about how I had come to Christ in the military, and led into an 
opportunity to share my faith. 
 
Keep Christ central in the message – vv 13, 14, 15, 18, 20, 22 
In verse thirteen Peter mentions Jesus and calls Him God’s servant. In 
verse fourteen Peter calls Jesus “the Holy and Righteous One.” In verse 
fifteen Peter refers to Jesus as “the Prince of life.” In verse eighteen 
Peter calls Jesus, “God’s Christ.” In verse twenty Peter calls Jesus 
“Jesus, the Christ.” In verse twenty-two Peter calls Jesus “A Prophet.” I 
think the message is clear. Peter kept Jesus central in His sharing. We 
need to do the same. People often will try to sidetrack the discussion 
and discuss peripheral issues like evolution, or terrible things in the past 
that were done in the name of religion, but we must keep Christ central 
when sharing the good news. It is not wrong to talk about other things, 
but we must keep coming back to Jesus, His work, and the fact that 
each person must ultimately respond to the questions, “Who is Jesus, 
and how am I going to respond to Him?” Peter was a master at keeping 
Jesus central in his sharing.  
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Show people their sinful condition and sin’s consequences but don’t 
rub their noses in it – vv13, 14, 15, 17, 23 
Another critical element in sharing the gospel is showing people their 
sinful condition and the consequences of that sin. By the same token, 
you don’t want to rub people’s noses in it. However, a person can’t 
share the good news of the offer of salvation in Christ, without also 
sharing the bad news about sin. Listen to verses thirteen through 
fifteen, 
 

13 "The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God of our fathers, 
has glorified His servant Jesus, the one whom you delivered and 
disowned in the presence of Pilate, when he had decided to 
release Him. 14 "But you disowned the Holy and Righteous One 
and asked for a murderer to be granted to you, 15 but put to death 
the Prince of life, the one whom God raised from the dead, a fact 
to which we are witnesses. 

 
In these verses Peter clearly points out the people’s sin. In verse 
thirteen he says they were the ones who “delivered and disowned 
Jesus.” In verse fourteen Peter again says they “disowned the Holy and 
Righteous One.” In verse fifteen he tells the Jews that they were 
responsible for “putting the Prince of life to death.” 
 
Rather than rubbing their noses in their sin, Peter says in verse 
seventeen, “And now, brethren, I know that you acted in ignorance, 
just as your rulers did also.” In other words the Jews and their rulers 
were not fully aware of who Jesus was. If they had been 100% certain 
that he was the Messiah, they wouldn’t have killed Him. 
 
In verse twenty-three Peter shares with the people the consequences 
of sin when he says, “'And it will be that every soul that does not heed 



7 
Copyright Chris Losey, 2011.  

 

that prophet shall be utterly destroyed from among the people.” In 
other words, if they reject Jesus, they are sealing their own fate, and be 
utterly destroyed.  
 
Peter did not candy-coat his message, and yet there was a level of 
compassion in what he shared. 
 
If we have the opportunity to share the gospel, at some point we have 
to share the bad news about sin. Often this can be done by simply 
sharing Roman’s 3:23 and Romans 6:23. Roman’s 3:23 states, “For all 
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” I often say, “All of us 
have done things we know are wrong in thought, word, or deed. We 
may not have done something terrible like murder, but all of us have 
lied and twisted the truth. I’ve done it, too. To God, sin is sin, and even 
one sin separates us from God. All of us are guilty. Romans 6:23 states, 
“For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in 
Jesus our Lord.”  
 
Because sharing the bad news can be hard and make people feel 
uncomfortable, sometimes it is easier to give them a book or a tract to 
read that explains sin and sin’s consequences in a way that may be less 
threatening than doing it face to face. By the same token, if a person is 
ready to hear the gospel, our sharing about their sin and separation 
from God will likely not make them angry, but rather convict their 
heart. We can then share with them the wonderful news of forgiveness 
in Christ. 
 
Stress the resurrection – v 15 
Another element in sharing the gospel is stressing Christ’s resurrection 
from the dead. This is what Peter does in verse fifteen, “…but put to 
death the Prince of life, the one whom God raised from the dead, a fact 
to which we are witnesses.” Not only does Peter say that God raised 
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Jesus from the dead, but Peter stressed the fact that he, John, and the 
other apostles had been eye witnesses of the resurrection. Although 
today we can’t claim to be eyewitnesses, we have personal testimonies 
of how Christ has changed us. This is powerful evidence that the 
resurrection is true. The only thing that could cause a person like Peter 
who had fled when Jesus was arrested, to boldly proclaim the gospel 
message at the peril of death, is if an actual resurrection had taken 
place. Indeed it had! 
 
When Paul wrote in the New Testament, he often spoke of the 
resurrection. In 1 Corinthians 15:3-8 he said, 

  
3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, 
that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4 and that 
He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according 
to the Scriptures, 5 and that He appeared to Cephas, then to the 
twelve. 6 After that He appeared to more than five hundred 
brethren at one time, most of whom remain until now, but some 
have fallen asleep; 7 then He appeared to James, then to all the 
apostles; 8 and last of all, as to one untimely born, He appeared to 
me also.  

 
When we share our faith we must stress the fact of, and the evidence 
for the resurrection. Often, I give out the little booklet entitled “Is the 
resurrection true?” The booklet carefully lays out the overwhelming 
evidence that Jesus really did rise from the dead. 
 
All of us will die physically, but it is a hopeful thought that Jesus rose 
from the dead and promises eternal life to all who place their faith in 
Him. 
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Use the testimony of changed lives – v16 
Another element of sharing the good news is to use the testimony of 
changed lives. The obvious changed life for Peter to highlight was that 
of the man who had just been healed. In Acts 3:16 Peter says, “And on 
the basis of faith in His (Jesus’) name, it is the name of Jesus which has 
strengthened this man whom you see and know; and the faith which 
comes through Him has given him this perfect health in the presence of 
you all.” Peter made it clear that it was Jesus, who changed the lame 
man’s life and made him well. It was Jesus who the crowd needed in 
their lives if they wanted to be saved and become children of God. 
 
Often when sharing our faith, we can share a story about someone who 
had their life changed by placing their faith in Christ. We might even 
share what happened in our own life. A personal testimony is simply 
sharing life before Christ, how we came to Christ, and life since coming 
to Christ. The testimony of a changed life is powerful. It get’s peoples’ 
attention. 
 
Show the need for faith and repentance – v16, 19 
Another key element in sharing the good news is showing people the 
need for faith and repentance. In Acts 3:16, 17, 19 Peter said,  
 

16 "And on the basis of faith in His name, it is the name of Jesus 
which has strengthened this man whom you see and know; and 
the faith which comes through Him has given him this perfect 
health in the presence of you all. 19 "Therefore repent and return… 

 
In these verses Peter makes clear the need for faith and repentance. 
Today we often use verses like John 3:16 to show the need for faith, 

“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that 
whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.” Here 
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the word believe means more than intellectual or head belief. It means 
heart belief or whole-hearted commitment. 
 
Most of us have heard the illustration of a rope bridge spanning a deep 
gorge. A person could say he believes the bridge will hold him, but if he 
never gets on the bridge and crosses the gorge, he has only had head 
belief. To really have faith in the bridge, he needs to step out in faith 
and cross the bridge by placing his whole weight on it. This is whole-
hearted commitment. The devil and his demons have intellectual belief 
in Christ, but they do not place their faith in Him. They do desire to 
follow Him. 
 
Repentance can be explained by the meaning of the word. To repent 
means to change directions, to do a 180 degree turn. If we are to 
receive Christ, we must turn away from our sin and turn toward Him 
and begin to obey the teachings from His Word, the Bible. 
 
Utilize fulfilled prophecy – vv18, 22 
Another key element in sharing the gospel is to utilize fulfilled 
prophecy. Peter did this when he shared with the crowd. Acts 3:18, 22 
states, 
 

18"But the things which God announced beforehand by the mouth 

of all the prophets, that His Christ would suffer, He has thus 

fulfilled… 22 "Moses said, 'The Lord God will raise up for you a 

prophet like me from your brethren; to Him you shall give heed to 

everything He says to you.  

The Jews who heard Peter’s message would have been influenced by 
these Old Testament prophecies and said, “Wow, we didn’t know all of 
these prophecies referred to Jesus.  
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There is so much fulfilled prophecy in the Bible. The prophecies 
surrounding Christ’s first coming are amazing: 
- He would be born in Bethlehem- Mic 5:2 
- He would be born of a virgin – Is 7:14 
- He would die by crucifixion – Ps 22:14 
- His bones would not be broken – Ex 12:46 
- He would be raised from the dead – Ps 16:10 
 
It is helpful to work some of these in as appropriate when sharing your 
faith. 
 
Stress the benefits of repentance and faith in God – vv19, 26 
Another key principle to utilize when sharing your faith is stressing the 
benefits of repentance and faith in God. In Acts 3:19,26 Peter said,  
 

19 "Therefore repent and return, so that your sins may be wiped 

away, in order that times of refreshing may come from the 

presence of the Lord; 20 and that He may send Jesus, the Christ 

appointed for you, 21 whom heaven must receive until the period 

of restoration of all things 

26 "For you first, God raised up His Servant and sent Him to bless 
you by turning every one of you from your wicked ways."  

 
The benefits here are amazing: 
- Sins will be wiped away 
- Times of refreshing will come from the presence of the Lord 
- Jesus will be sent for you at the proper time (You will be blessed at 

Christ’s second coming) 
- Jesus will bless us by turning us from our wicked ways 
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There are so many other benefits we can share as well. We can share 
the reality of “the peace that passes understanding” that God gives to 
those who place their faith in Him. He also gives us guidance in His 
Word in countless areas like marriage, finances, and raising children. He 
gives us a new purpose and fulfillment in life. We find new friends who 
can help and encourage us. The benefits are endless and many of them 
can be woven into a person’s testimony. 
 
Final Thoughts 
So what are some of the elements that Peter used when sharing his 
faith with the crowd? 
 
- He showed humility 
- He looked for common ground – he related to the crowd’s Jewish 

tradition 
- He kept Christ central in the message – he referred to several of 

Christ’s names 
- He showed the crowd their sinful condition and sin’s consequences 

but didn’t rub their noses in it 
- He stressed the resurrection – it is what set’s Christianity apart 
- He utilized the testimony of changed lives – in this case the healing 

of the lame man 
- He showed the people their need for faith and repentance 
- He utilized fulfilled prophecy 
- He stressed the benefits of repentance and faith in God 
 
If we can become more spiritually aware of what is going on around us, 
and utilize some of these same key elements, it will aid us in sharing 
our faith. Let’s be ready, let’s be clear, and let’s be bold! 
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Acts 3:11-26 (NASB)  
11 While he was clinging to Peter and John, all the people ran together 
to them at the so-called portico of Solomon, full of amazement. 12 But 
when Peter saw this, he replied to the people, "Men of Israel, why are 
you amazed at this, or why do you gaze at us, as if by our own power or 
piety we had made him walk? 13 "The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, 
the God of our fathers, has glorified His servant Jesus, the one whom 
you delivered and disowned in the presence of Pilate, when he had 
decided to release Him. 14 "But you disowned the Holy and Righteous 
One and asked for a murderer to be granted to you, 15 but put to death 
the Prince of life, the one whom God raised from the dead, a fact to 
which we are witnesses. 16 "And on the basis of faith in His name, it is 
the name of Jesus which has strengthened this man whom you see and 
know; and the faith which comes through Him has given him this 
perfect health in the presence of you all. 17 "And now, brethren, I know 
that you acted in ignorance, just as your rulers did also. 18 "But the 
things which God announced beforehand by the mouth of all the 
prophets, that His Christ would suffer, He has thus fulfilled. 19 

"Therefore repent and return, so that your sins may be wiped away, in 
order that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord; 
20 and that He may send Jesus, the Christ appointed for you, 21 whom 
heaven must receive until the period of restoration of all things about 
which God spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets from ancient time. 
22 "Moses said, 'The Lord God will raise up for you a prophet like me 
from your brethren; to Him you shall give heed to everything He says to 
you. 23 'And it will be that every soul that does not heed that prophet 
shall be utterly destroyed from among the people.' 24 "And likewise, all 
the prophets who have spoken, from Samuel and his successors 
onward, also announced these days. 25 "It is you who are the sons of the 
prophets and of the covenant which God made with your fathers, 
saying to Abraham, 'And in your seed all the families of the earth shall 
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be blessed .' 26 "For you first, God raised up His Servant and sent Him to 
bless you by turning every one of you from your wicked ways."  
 


