
1 
 

Divine Appointments 
 

Acts 3:1-10 
 

Chris Losey 

 

Acts 3:1-10 (NASB)  
1 
Now Peter and John were going up to the temple at the ninth hour, the 

hour of prayer. 
2 
And a man who had been lame from his mother's womb 

was being carried along, whom they used to set down every day at the 

gate of the temple which is called Beautiful, in order to beg alms of 

those who were entering the temple. 
3 

When he saw Peter and John about 

to go into the temple, he began asking to receive alms. 
4 

But Peter, along 

with John, fixed his gaze on him and said, "Look at us!" 
5 
And he began 

to give them his attention, expecting to receive something from them. 
6 

But Peter said, "I do not possess silver and gold, but what I do have I 

give to you: In the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene—walk!" 
7 
And 

seizing him by the right hand, he raised him up; and immediately his feet 

and his ankles were strengthened. 
8 
With a leap he stood upright and 

began to walk; and he entered the temple with them, walking and 

leaping and praising God. 
9 
And all the people saw him walking and 

praising God; 
10 

and they were taking note of him as being the one who 

used to sit at the Beautiful Gate of the temple to beg alms, and they were 

filled with wonder and amazement at what had happened to him.  

Intro 

This seems like a pretty straightforward account. Peter and John were on 

their way to the temple when they encountered a lame man begging for 

money. They didn’t have any money to give to him, but instead gave 

him healing through the power of Christ. Great story! I guess we can all 

go home. 

 

Not so fast! As I read through the story I asked the Lord to help me see 

below the surface to what was going on and how it applied to us. That is 

what I want to share with you this morning. 
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As I read and reread the story it seemed to involve various plans. The 

first was the apostles’ plan.  

 

The Apostles’ Plan – v1 
1 
Now Peter and John were going up to the temple at the ninth hour, the 

hour of prayer.  

 

Most everyone has a certain plan for their day. For some it is going to 

work. For others it is working around the home, or perhaps doing some 

shopping. On Sunday hopefully it involves going to church. 

 

On this particular day, Peter and John apparently had a plan on how to 

utilize their time. They planned to go up to the temple to pray. After 

all… 

 

- Prayer had helped trigger the day of Pentecost. Right before Jesus 

ascended to heaven in Acts chapter one, He told the Apostles to 

stay in Jerusalem until they were clothed with power from on high. 

After Jesus ascended, Acts 1:12-14 states, 

 
12 

Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called 

Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day's journey 

away. 
13 

When they had entered the city, they went up to the 

upper room where they were staying; that is, Peter and John 

and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew 

and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon the 

Zealot, and Judas the son of James. 
14 

These all with one 

mind were continually devoting themselves to prayer, along 

with the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with His 

brothers.  

 

- Prayer had been an integral part of choosing Judas’ replacement. 

Acts 1:23-25 tells how Joseph and Matthias were put forward as 

possible candidates to take Judas’ place. The text states, 
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23 

So they (the Apostles) put forward two men, Joseph called 

Barsabbas (who was also called Justus), and Matthias. 
24 

And 

they prayed and said, "You, Lord, who know the hearts of all 

men, show which one of these two You have chosen 
25 

to 

occupy this ministry and apostleship from which Judas 

turned aside to go to his own place."  

 

- After the birth of the church prayer is one of the things the 

apostle’s and members of the early church devoted themselves to. 

It was part of fellowship as an appositional phrase describing what 

fellowship consists of… Acts 2:41-42 states, 

  
41 

So then, those who had received his word were baptized; 

and that day there were added about three thousand souls.  
42 

They were continually devoting themselves to the apostles' 

teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to 

prayer.  

 

Prayer had been an important part of what God was doing, and the 

Apostles weren’t about to think they could do any significant thing apart 

from prayer, so they had made plans to go to the temple at the ninth hour 

(3 PM) which was one of the hours of prayer. They were determined to 

have a culture of prayer in the early church. Good for them! 

 

But not only did Peter and John have a plan, so did the particular lame 

man mentioned in this story. 

 

The Lame Man’s Plan 

Acts 3:2 states,  
 

And a man who had been lame from his mother's womb was being 

carried along, whom they used to set down every day at the gate of 

the temple which is called Beautiful, in order to beg alms of those 

who were entering the temple. 
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What was the lame man’s plan? Simple; to eke out a subsistence by 

begging at the temple gate. Back then there were few if any programs 

for disabled people. If he wanted to survive he had to do his part which 

was to go up to the temple to beg for money. 

 

- The temple was the place he had the best hope of getting help 

- Pious people who prayed were often the ones who took pity on him 

- It is probably what he had done his whole life 

- It is how he survived 

- He had a group of people who took him up and dropped him off, 

and who picked him up at the end of the day, but it was his job to 

beg 

 

A tough way to live, but it beat starving to death! 

 

But not only did the Apostles and the lame man have a plan, God also 

had a plan. 

 

God’s Plan 

God’s plan is seen in what happens when Peter and John’s lives intersect 

with the lame man. Listen to what happens in Acts 3:3-7, 

 
3 
When he saw Peter and John about to go into the temple, he 

began asking to receive alms. 
4 
But Peter, along with John, fixed 

his gaze on him and said, "Look at us!" 
5 
And he began to give 

them his attention, expecting to receive something from them. 
6 

But Peter said, "I do not possess silver and gold, but what I do 

have I give to you: In the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene—

walk!" 
7 
And seizing him by the right hand, he raised him up; and 

immediately his feet and his ankles were strengthened. 

 

So what was God’s plan? To bring the Apostles together with someone 

with a need in order to touch a life. And that is exactly what happened. 
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A man wanted money but he got something much better: healing in the 

name of Jesus!  

 

The Positive Result 

The result of this divine appointment was amazing. Acts 3:8-10 states, 

 
8 
With a leap he stood upright and began to walk; and he entered the 

temple with them, walking and leaping and praising God. 
9 
And all 

the people saw him walking and praising God; 
10 

and they were taking 

note of him as being the one who used to sit at the Beautiful Gate of 

the temple to beg alms, and they were filled with wonder and 

amazement at what had happened to him.  

- The man was fully healed. The limbs that had been lame from 

birth, and the muscles on those limbs were made just like new to 

the point that the man without stretching or any exercise, leapt to 

an upright standing position and began to walk. As he entered the 

temple with Peter and John he was walking and leaping and 

praising God. He was ecstatic!  

- In addition, the people who observed what had happened were 

amazed and filled with wonder. This whole situation set up Peter’s 

second sermon which we will look at next time. One divine 

appointment led to another. 

 

Application 

From this story I want to quickly share six applications for us today. 

 

1. We need a culture of prayer in the church today  

a. Praying individually 

b. Praying corporately 

c. Praying for one another 

d. Making sure that prayer is part of the fellowship experience 

 

We need to pray that God would guide and direct us into divine 

appointments so that we can be His witnesses. Indeed, prayer changes 
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things. When divine appointments come we need to step into them, 

not shy away. 

 

2. People are going through life with their own agendas trying to meet 

their needs the best way they can. Just as the lame man was looking 

to survive, so many of the people who cross our path today are 

looking just to make it in this very challenging world. Sometimes all 

they can see is their need. 

 

3. God’s desire is to intersect the lives of Christians with people in the 

world, We need to be ready to have our plans altered. I love Proverbs 

16:9 which states, “The mind of man plans his way, But the LORD 

directs his steps.”  

 

4. When we are in tune with God we will likely see and respond 

positively to divine appointments 

 

5. We need to be ready to give people what they need, not just what they 

want. 

 

6. We should anticipate exciting results when we encounter divine 

appointments 

 

Let me close by reading the passage again. Listen to it in light of the 

Apostle’s plan, the lame man’s plan and God’s plan. 

 

Acts 3:1-10 (NASB)  
1 
Now Peter and John were going up to the temple at the ninth hour, the 

hour of prayer. 
2 
And a man who had been lame from his mother's womb 

was being carried along, whom they used to set down every day at the 

gate of the temple which is called Beautiful, in order to beg alms of 

those who were entering the temple. 
3 

When he saw Peter and John about 

to go into the temple, he began asking to receive alms. 
4 

But Peter, along 

with John, fixed his gaze on him and said, "Look at us!" 
5 
And he began 
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to give them his attention, expecting to receive something from them. 
6 

But Peter said, "I do not possess silver and gold, but what I do have I 

give to you: In the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene—walk!" 
7 
And 

seizing him by the right hand, he raised him up; and immediately his feet 

and his ankles were strengthened. 
8 
With a leap he stood upright and 

began to walk; and he entered the temple with them, walking and 

leaping and praising God. 
9 
And all the people saw him walking and 

praising God; 
10 

and they were taking note of him as being the one who 

used to sit at the Beautiful Gate of the temple to beg alms, and they were 

filled with wonder and amazement at what had happened to him.  

 


