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Life in the Early Church 
 

Acts 2:42-47 
 

By Chris Losey 
 
Intro: 
Let me set the stage for the verses we are going to look at in this 
message. Jews from all over the known world arrived in Jerusalem for 
the feast of Pentecost. At 9 AM in the morning on the Day of Pentecost 
as worshippers were coming out of the Temple, the Holy Spirit arrived 
like a house of fire. There was a sound like a mighty rushing wind that 
filled the place where the Apostles were. Tongues of fire rested upon 
each of them and they began to speak the mighty deeds of God in 
foreign languages the Jews from all over the world understood. A huge 
crowd gathered to listen. The Apostle Peter recognized the situation as 
a divine appointment and stood up and preached an amazing sermon 
telling the worshippers that Jesus was the Messiah. Peter illustrated his 
message with Old Testament prophecy and teaching showing the 
connection to Jesus. 3000 people responded to the message and were 
saved. The church was born. This brings us to Acts 2:42-47 which speaks 
about the Apostles and all of the new believers, 

 
42 They were continually devoting themselves to the apostles' 
teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to 
prayer. 43 Everyone kept feeling a sense of awe; and many 
wonders and signs were taking place through the apostles. 44 And 
all those who had believed were together and had all things in 
common; 45 and they began selling their property and possessions 
and were sharing them with all, as anyone might have need. 46 

Day by day continuing with one mind in the temple, and breaking 
bread from house to house, they were taking their meals together 
with gladness and sincerity of heart, 47 praising God and having 
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favor with all the people. And the Lord was adding to their 
number day by day those who were being saved. 
  

The Activities in the early church 
What we see in this passage is life in the early church. As we see what 
they did, we can gain insight for some of the things we should do. They 
were continually devoted to two things. They weren’t just devoted, 
they were continually devoted. It sounds like a double positive. If the 
the text had said they continually did something that would mean that 
it must have been important. If the text had said they were devoted to 
something, that, too, would have meant it was pretty important, but 
the text puts those two things together by saying they were continually 
devoted. Let’s look closely now at the things they gave themselves to. 
 

Apostles’ teaching 
First they were devoted to the Apostles’ teaching. Verse forty-two 
states, “They were continually devoting themselves to the 
apostles' teaching…” This teaching gave them a foundation of 
teachings regarding their new faith.   
 
When the church first began, we did not have the printed Bible. 
To learn God’s truth, you had to be taught it by God’s messengers. 
The apostles were God’s messengers. 
 
So what was the Apostles’ teaching.  
 
- More truth about Jesus – explanations about who Jesus is 
- Truth for living – these people had come to Christ, now they 

needed to learn how to live as Christians.  
- God’s Word is the transforming power in our lives – as we learn 

more of God’s truth and apply it to our lives, our lives begin to 
be transformed into the image of Christ.  
o Truth about how to treat one’s spouse 
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o How to display the fruit of the Spirit – love, joy, peace… 
o How to forgive others and to get beyond bitterness 
o Truth about how to work heartily for the Lord 
o Truth about how to treat one another 

 To build up one another 
 To prefer one another 
 To bear one another’s burdens 

As we learn and apply the truth of God’s Word our lives are 
changed. That’s why Roman’s 12:2 states 

 
2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what 
the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and 
perfect.  

 
Today we are so blessed to have this book which includes the 
Apostle’s teaching. We can read it for ourselves, and we can come 
to church and hear a pastor explain it. We can attend a Bible 
study and discuss it. 
 
This teaching is the lifeblood of the Christian that tells him how to 
live in this world and to prepare for the next. 
 
Fellowship 
42 They were continually devoting themselves to the apostles' 
teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to 
prayer. 
 
They were also continually devoted to fellowship. What is 
fellowship? The Greek word for fellowship is koinonia. A bunch of 
fellows in the same ship. 
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Fellowship is defined in this passage as the breaking of bread and 
prayer. It is what’s known as appositional sentence construction. 
Notice that it does not say that the apostles continually devoted 
themselves to fellowship and to the breaking of bread and to 
prayer. Instead it says they gave themselves to fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and to prayer. Without the AND between 
fellowship and the breaking of bread, this means that the 
breaking of bread and prayer define what fellowship is. An 
apposition involves a noun followed by a noun phrase that is an 
explanatory equivalent. In other words “to the breaking of bread 
and to prayer” explains what fellowship is. 
 
What is breaking of bread. Some say it could be communion, but 
later in the passage verse forty six says, “Day by day continuing 

with one mind in the temple, and breaking bread from house to 

house, they were taking their meals together with gladness and 

sincerity of heart.” The breaking of bread meant they were taking 

meals together.  
 
The question arises, how does eating together and praying 
together equate to fellowship? Here’s an explanation. When 
people eat together, they often share with one another what’s 
going on in their lives. Often someone asks a question like, “So 
how are things going?” The other person then says, “Things are 
going OK, but we’ve had some challenges with our son, or some 
health challenges, or some work challenges, or some great 
blessing…” This then provides the perfect opportunity for prayer, 
either praying for God to meet a need, or thanking God for a 
blessing. 
 
When people share with and pray for one another, they draw 
closer, relationships are strengthened, and caring for one another 
increases. 
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There is a difference between mere friendship and fellowship. You 
might like hanging out with certain people and enjoying time 
together. But fellowship goes deeper. It sharing about life’s 
journey and then praying for God’s specific help and intervention 
on that journey.  
 
We encourage fellowship at Valley though care groups. These 
small groups often meet in homes, and refreshments are shared. 
Yes there is the element of the apostles’ teaching as care groups 
study a topic and look in the Word of God, but we also encourage 
sharing what goes on in each other’s lives and then pray for one 
another. In that way both elements: the apostles’ teaching and 
fellowship are involved. 
 
Every time you meet with another Christian for coffee, or a meal, 
and share and pray, you are enjoying the fellowship God 
intended. Recently we had some missionaries come and spend 
the night with us. We ate and shared and prayed. It was awesome 
fellowship. 

 
The awe in the early church 
43 Everyone kept feeling a sense of awe; and many wonders and signs 
were taking place through the apostles. 
 
Awe is not just a person saying “Wow” or “Awesome, dude.” Awe is the 
word phobos from which we get phobia. Here it means a reverent fear 
or sense of wonder. It was a reverent fear for the power of God that 
people saw in changed lives and the signs and wonders done by the 
apostles. 
 

- Acts records many miracles taking place 
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- But we have to remember that the greatest miracle of all is 
changed lives. 

 
The acts of kindness in the early church 
44 And all those who had believed were together and had all things in 
common; 45 and they began selling their property and possessions and 
were sharing them with all, as anyone might have need. 
 
This was not communism. We know this because people owned things 
and sold them as they desired. When they sold them, they shared as 
they desired. They were not forced to sell or to give, they chose to out 
of love and devotion for one another. You may remember the story in 
of Ananias and Sapphira who sold a piece of property and held back 
some of the money from the sale while saying that they were giving all 
of it. Acts 5:4 (NASB)  

 
4 "While it remained unsold, did it not remain your own? And after 
it was sold, was it not under your control? Why is it that you have 
conceived this deed in your heart? You have not lied to men but 
to God."  

 
It was because Ananias and Sapphira lied to God that they were judged! 
 
The attitudes in the early church 
46 Day by day continuing with one mind in the temple, and breaking 
bread from house to house, they were taking their meals together with 
gladness and sincerity of heart, 
 
Gladness is agalliasis meaning exuberant joy! These people were 
happy! Wouldn’t you be if your sins had just been forgiven by the 
Savior you had been waiting for your whole life? 
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They were not only glad, they were sincere. They had sincerity of heart. 
Sincerity can also be translated simplicity. It comes from a word 
meaning smooth not rough.  To be sincere means to be “without 
deceit. Not hypocritical. Honest. Genuine. True.” Our English word 
Sincere literally means without wax. When sculptors would sculpt a 
statue or work of art, sometimes they would make a mistake. To cover 
up the mistake they would fill the cracks or chips with colored wax that 
covered the mistake. It was only later when the wax melted in the sun 
that the flaw became evident to the buyer. To say something was 
sincere meant that it was without wax. In other words there was no 
deception going on. No one was trying to fool anyone. Sincerity of heart 
means that the people weren’t going to each other’s homes trying to 
work some business deal or to hob nob with important people. They 
were going simply to enjoy the company of fellow Christians. They had 
a great sense of community.  
 
The attitude of outsiders toward the early church 
47 praising God and having favor with all the people. 
 
The word favor is the word charis meaning grace. People were treating 
them graciously. Yes, persecution was coming, but for now the early 
church was experiencing great favor among all the people. 
 
The addition of people to the early church 
47 … And the Lord was adding to their number day by day those who 
were being saved. 
 
And what was the result of all that was going on. More people were 
getting saved. God was working in the hearts of more and more people 
as they saw their fellow Jews filled with gladness and sincerity. 
Christianity was contagious and good things were happening. 
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Final thoughts 
How does all of this relate to us today? It relates in profound ways. The 
things that were in the early church should be true of us today. 
 
We need to be continually devoted to the apostles’ teaching and to 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and prayer. 
We need to have a sense of awe. 
We must do acts of kindness like share our resources with one another. 
We must have the attitudes of gladness and sincerity of heart. 
We should be having favor with others as we live genuine lives. 
God should be adding to the church on a regular basis. 
 
Is this happening? Somewhat. Could we do better? Yes! 
 
In closing let me say this snippet of Acts shows us what the normal 
Christian life is to look like. It is to be one of LEARNING (Apostles’ 
teaching), FELLOWSHIPPING (breaking bread and praying together), 
SERVING ONE ANOTHER (as we share resources), and SHARING our 
faith so that the church continues to grow and thrive. And it is all to be 
done in an attitude of gladness and sincerity of heart. 


