
1 
 

Peter’s Powerful Sermon – Pt 2 
 

Acts 2:25-41 (NASB)  

 

By Chris Losey 

 
25 

"For David says of Him, 'I saw the Lord always in my presence; for he 

is at my right hand, so that I will not be shaken. 
26 

'Therefore my heart 

was glad and my tongue exulted; moreover my flesh also will live in 

hope; 
27 

because You will not abandon my soul to Hades, nor allow Your 

Holy One to undergo decay. 
28 

'You have made known to me the ways of 

life; You will make me full of gladness with Your presence.' 
29 

"Brethren, 

I may confidently say to you regarding the patriarch David that he both 

died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 
30 

"And so, 

because he was a prophet and knew that God had sworn to him with an 

oath to seat one of his descendants on his throne, 
31 

he looked ahead and 

spoke of the resurrection of the Christ, that He was neither abandoned to 

Hades, nor did His flesh suffer decay.  
32 

"This Jesus God raised up 

again, to which we are all witnesses. 
33 

"Therefore having been exalted 

to the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the 

promise of the Holy Spirit, He has poured forth this which you both see 

and hear. 
34 

"For it was not David who ascended into heaven, but he 

himself says: 'The Lord said to my Lord, "Sit at My right hand, 
35 

Until I 

make Your enemies a footstool for your feet ."' 
36 

"Therefore let all the 

house of Israel know for certain that God has made Him both Lord and 

Christ—this Jesus whom you crucified." 
37 

Now when they heard this, 

they were pierced to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the 

apostles, "Brethren, what shall we do?" 
38 

Peter said to them, "Repent, 

and each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the 

forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
39 

"For the promise is for you and your children and for all who are far 

off, as many as the Lord our God will call to Himself." 
40 

And with many 

other words he solemnly testified and kept on exhorting them, saying, 

"Be saved from this perverse generation!" 
41 

So then, those who had 
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received his word were baptized; and that day there were added about 

three thousand souls.  

 

Introduction 
In previous lessons we saw that the birth of the church involved: 

 

- God’s perfect timing – it happened on the Day of Pentecost 

- The apostles’ persistent obedience – they stayed in Jerusalem 

- The Spirit’s powerful presence – as heard and seen through the 

mighty rushing wind, the tongues of fire, and the spoken languages 

- The crowd’s predictable response – they were amazed but some 

accused the apostles of being drunk 

- Peter’s powerful sermon – in that sermon Peter: 

o Took advantage of a Divine appointment 

o Corrected the crowd’s misconception – He explained that the 

apostles were not drunk but sharing by the power of the Holy 

Spirit 

o Introduced the need for salvation – He said that everyone 

who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved 

o Clarified the facts about Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection – 

it was not a tragedy that caught God by surprise but 

something that God the Father and Jesus the Son had planned 

in order to provide the possibility of salvation for mankind. 

- We also looked at some key principles that we could apply to our 

own lives: 

o We need to take advantage of Divine appointments 

o  We need to work at correcting the misconceptions about 

Christianity 

o   We need to introduce people to the need for salvation 

o   We need to be able to clarify the facts about Jesus 

In the second half of Peter sermon: 
 

Peter connects David and Jesus – vv25-32 



3 
 

25 
"For David says of Him, 'I saw the Lord always in my presence; for he 

is at my right hand, so that I will not be shaken. 
26 

'Therefore my heart 

was glad and my tongue exulted; moreover my flesh also will live in 

hope; 
27 

because You will not abandon my soul to Hades, nor allow Your 

Holy One to undergo decay. 
28 

'You have made known to me the ways of 

life; You will make me full of gladness with Your presence….'  

 

- Let’s first look at Acts 2:25-28. It is Peter’s rough quote from 

Psalm 16:8-11.  
8 
I have set the Lord continually before me; because He is at my 

right hand, I will not be shaken. 
9 
Therefore my heart is glad and 

my glory rejoices; my flesh also will dwell securely. 
10 

For You 

will not abandon my soul to Sheol; nor will You allow Your Holy 

One to undergo decay. 
11 

You will make known to me the path of 

life; in Your presence is fullness of joy; in Your right hand there 

are pleasures forever.  

o David says that he saw the “Lord always in his presence.” In 

other words he viewed that the Lord was always with him in 

every situation. What a great way to live! This type of living 

would keep a person on the straight and narrow, only doing 

things that pleased God. But David did not always live this 

way. 

o David went on to say that God was at “his right hand and that 

it caused him not to be shaken”. In essence he was saying 

that God’s presence in his life allowed him to go through the 

toughest times. But there were many times that David was 

shaken.  

o God’s presence would help David from being shaken, but it 

could make his heart glad, make him able to praise God with 

his tongue and to have hope because he knew that ultimately 

God would not abandon him when he died. God would not 

leave his soul in “Hades - the place of the dead.” 

o But then David says something strange. He says, “That God 

would not allow “His Holy One” to undergo decay. Decay is 

what happens to a body when it lays in the grave over time. 
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But certainly David’s body did decay because it was buried 

and left in the grave. David thus was not speaking about 

himself. This brings us to Acts 2:29-32 where Peter says, 

 
29 

"Brethren, I may confidently say to you regarding the 

patriarch David that he both died and was buried, and his 

tomb is with us to this day. 
30 

"And so, because he was a 

prophet and knew that God had sworn to him with an oath to 

seat one of his descendants on his throne, 
31 

he looked ahead 

and spoke of the resurrection of the Christ, that He was 

neither abandoned to Hades, nor did His flesh suffer decay.  
32 

"This Jesus, God raised up again, to which we are all 

witnesses. 

 

Peter explains that David in Psalm 16:8-11 (which Peter 

quoted in Acts 2:25-29) was actually speaking about Jesus.  

He couldn’t have been speaking about himself because he 

died, was buried, and was still in the tomb. 

 

In addition, certainly everything in Acts 2:25-29 that seemed 

to apply to David, actually applied to Jesus: 

 

 More than anyone else, Jesus practiced the presence of 

God the Father. He knew that the Father was with Him. 

 This allowed the human part of Christ “not to be 

shaken, but instead to have a glad heart, to speak praise 

of the Father and to have hope.” 

 He also knew that God would not leave His spirit in 

Hades or allow His body to undergo decay, but that the 

Father would raise Him from the dead. 

 

David as a prophet, whether he realized it or not, had 

prophesied about the coming Messiah, Jesus.  
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In the David Covenant in the Old Testament in 2 Samuel 

7:15-16, God had promised David that one of his descendants 

would sit on his throne forever. That descendant was none 

other than Jesus who will one day reign for eternity. Jesus 

was in the Davidic line.  

 
15 

but My lovingkindness shall not depart from him, as I took 

it away from Saul, whom I removed from before you.  
16 

"Your house and your kingdom shall endure before Me 

forever; your throne shall be established forever.""'  

 

Notice that Acts 2:30 states that God had sworn to David 

with an oath about this future descendent. Psalms 132:11 

speaks of this oath,  

 
11 

The Lord has sworn to David a truth from which He will 

not turn back: "Of the fruit of your body I will set upon your 

throne.  

 

God keeps His promises! 

 

What Peter shared is rather amazing because it connects 

David (a huge Jewish hero) with Jesus who rose from the 

dead. Peter even shows that David said that Jesus would rise. 

As far as the Jews were concerned, if David said it, it must be 

true. Peter, in his sermon, had utilized one of the great 

principles of effective evangelism which is finding common 

ground with your hearers. 

 

Peter then shares emphatically that God raised Jesus from the 

dead just as David said. In addition, Peter states that he 

(Peter) and the rest of the apostles were eyewitnesses to the 

fact that Christ rose. 
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Peter confirms Jesus’ identity, His connection to the Holy Spirit, 

and the people’s guilt – vv33-36 
33 

"Therefore having been exalted to the right hand of God, and having 

received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He has poured 

forth this which you both see and hear. 
34 

"For it was not David who 

ascended into heaven, but he himself says: 'The Lord said to my Lord, 

"Sit at My right hand, 
35 

Until I make Your enemies a footstool for your 

feet ."' 
36 

"Therefore let all the house of Israel know for certain that God 

has made Him both Lord and Christ—this Jesus whom you crucified." 

 

- Peter shares that when Jesus rose He was exalted to the right hand 

of God the Father and received from the Father the promise of the 

Holy Spirit which Jesus poured out in the sight and hearing of the 

Jews. They were eye witnesses of what God was doing on the Day 

of Pentecost 

- Peter once again brings David’s words into his message when he 

says, “The Lord said to my Lord, ‘Sit at My right and, until I make 

Your enemies a footstool for your feet.” This is another quote from 

the Old Testament from Psalm 110:1 that referred to Jesus. Again, 

David was speaking prophetically regarding an interaction between 

God the Father and God the Son. 

- Peter goes on to say, “Let all the house of Israel know for certain 

that God made Jesus both Lord and Christ, but then he adds “This 

Jesus whom you crucified.” A rather convicting statement.  

- All of what Peter shared was used by the Holy Spirit to convict the 

hearts of the hearers for they realize that they were responsible for 

killing the God’s Messiah, Jesus. 

 

The crowd’s reaction and Peter’s call to salvation – vv37-40 

Acts 2:37-40 states,  

 
37 

Now when they heard this, they were pierced to the heart, and 

said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, "Brethren, what shall we 

do?" 
38 

Peter said to them, "Repent, and each of you be baptized in 

the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you 
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will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
39 

"For the promise is for 

you and your children and for all who are far off, as many as the 

Lord our God will call to Himself."   
40 

And with many other words 

he solemnly testified and kept on exhorting them, saying, "Be 

saved from this perverse generation!" 

 

The crowd’s response and the amazing result – v41 
41 

So then, those who had received his word were baptized; and that day 

there were added about three thousand souls.  

 

- People received the word and were baptized. Baptism doesn’t save 

a person but it should be the next step after salvation. It is a public 

profession of faith. 

 

Principles 

- When we commit Scripture passages to memory, the Spirit can 

bring them to mind when we share 

o Peter had passages that he used 

- It is important to find common ground with those with whom we 

share 

o Peter used passages that were familiar to his hearers. St. 

Patrick used a three leaf clover with the Irish to explain the 

Trinity. Some people connect with people who have common 

interests like sports, business or hobbies. 

- It is ultimately God who has to draw people to Himself 

o Peter shared but it was the Spirit who pierced people to the 

heart. Peter talked about that God called people to Himself. 

- In our sharing we must tell people how to get saved and urge them 

to do it 

o Peter included the importance of repentance. It says that 

Peter solemnly testified and exhorted people to be saved.  

 

Final Thoughts 

We need to pray for and expect results from our efforts of sharing our 

faith! God, give us divine appointments this week! AMEN 


