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The Church is Born – Part 3 

“Peter’s Powerful Sermon” 
 

By Chris Losey 

 

We’ve been looking at the birth of the church in the book of Acts. It 

involved: 

 

- God’s perfect timing because Pentecost, the day the church was 

born,  was another feast day that lined up perfectly with a major 

event on the Christian calendar. 

o The Jewish Feast of Passover is when Jesus died as our 

Passover Lamb 

o At the start of the Feast of Unleavened Bread, Jesus 

remained in the grave  

o On the day of First Fruits, Jesus rose from the dead as the 

our first fruits 

o On the Feast of Pentecost the church was born! 

- The birth of the church also involved the apostles’ persistent 

obedience 

- The birth of the church also involved the Holy Spirit’s powerful 

presence  

o He came with physical manifestations 

 Mighty wind 

 Tongues of fire 

 Caused the apostles to speak foreign languages… 

- The birth of the church also involved the crowd’s predictable 

response. They were: 

o Bewildered 

o Amazed 

o Astonished 

o Perplexed 

o But some mocked and said the apostles must be drunk 
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- In addition, the birth of the church involved Peter’s powerful 

sermon. We are going to look at the first part of that sermon in this 

message. 

 

Acts 2:14-24 (NASB) states, 

 
14 

But Peter, taking his stand with the eleven, raised his voice and 

declared to them: "Men of Judea and all you who live in Jerusalem, 

let this be known to you and give heed to my words. 
15 

"For these 

men are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only the third hour of 

the day; 
16 

but this is what was spoken of through the prophet Joel: 
17 

'And it shall be in the last days,' God says, 'That I will pour forth 

of My Spirit on all mankind; And your sons and your daughters 

shall prophesy, And your young men shall see visions, And your 

old men shall dream dreams; 
18 

Even on my bondslaves, both men 

and women, I will in those days pour forth of My Spirit And they 

shall prophesy. 
19 

'And I will grant wonders in the sky above And 

signs on the earth below, Blood, and fire, and vapor of smoke. 
20 

'The sun will be turned into darkness And the moon into blood, 

Before the great and glorious day of the Lord shall come. 
21 

'And it 

shall be that everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be 

saved.' 
22 

"Men of Israel, listen to these words: Jesus the Nazarene, 

a man attested to you by God with miracles and wonders and signs 

which God performed through Him in your midst, just as you 

yourselves know— 
23 

this Man, delivered over by the 

predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God, you nailed to a 

cross by the hands of godless men and put Him to death. 
24 

"But 

God raised Him up again, putting an end to the agony of death, 

since it was impossible for Him to be held in its power.  
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In preaching his sermon: 

 

Peter took advantage of a Divine appointment – v14 
14 

But Peter, taking his stand with the eleven, raised his voice and 

declared to them: "Men of Judea and all you who live in Jerusalem, let 

this be known to you and give heed to my words. 

 

- Undoubtedly Peter was speaking a foreign language like the rest of 

the apostles 

- Even so, he, like all of them, was in control of his own faculties  

- He realized that the crowd was hearing the mighty deeds of God 

but needed to hear the gospel 

- The Spirit undoubtedly prompted him to share a message with the 

crowd 

- Peter obeyed the Spirit’s prompting and began to speak most likely 

in Aramaic which was a language that essentially all of the Jews 

who were listening could understand 

- He could have quenched the prompting of the Spirit to take charge 

but did not. Instead he stood up and began to share with the whole 

crowd.  

- It is likely at this moment that the others began to be silent so Peter 

could be heard. 

 

Peter corrected the crowd’s misconception – vv15-20 

Acts 2:15=20 states, 

 
15 

"For these men are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only the third 

hour of the day; 
16 

but this is what was spoken of through the prophet 

Joel: 
17 

'And it shall be in the last days,' God says, 'That I will pour 

forth of My Spirit on all mankind; and your sons and your daughters 

shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old 

men shall dream dreams; 
18 

Even on my bondslaves, both men and 

women, I will in those days pour forth of My Spirit and they shall 

prophesy. 
19 

'And I will grant wonders in the sky above and signs on 

the earth below, blood, and fire, and vapor of smoke. 
20 

'The sun will 
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be turned into darkness and the moon into blood, before the great and 

glorious day of the Lord shall come. 

 

- It was obvious that the crowd had the wrong perception about what 

was happening. They thought the crowd was drunk. 

- Peter used logic and Scripture to correct the crowd’s 

misconception 

o The logic – they can’t be drunk it is only 9 AM (3
rd

 hour) 

o The Scripture – this is what Joel talked about. God was going 

to pour out His Spirit! He would pour it out on young and 

old, men and women… What was happening wasn’t like 

what Joel talked about, it was what Joel talked about. 

 There would also be other signs in those last days 

 Wonders in the sky 

 Signs on the earth – blood, fire, smoke 

 Sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to 

blood (some of these things happened the day 

Christ died – the sun became dark, there was a 

blood moon (lunar eclipse) 

 There will be more signs around Christ’s second 

coming 

- While the apostles were waiting for the coming of the Spirit they 

may have remembered what Joel the prophet said, and discussed it. 

 

Peter introduced the need for salvation – v21 

Acts 2:21 states, ‘
21 

'And it shall be that everyone who calls on the name 

of the Lord will be saved.' 

 

- Verse 21 is part of the Joel passage but it is interesting that it 

speaks of how to get saved in general terms. A person needs to cry 

out to God. 

- I’m sure this got the crowd thinking. 
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Peter clarified facts about Jesus’ life-death-resurrection – vv22-24 

Acts 2:22-24 states, 

   
22 

"Men of Israel, listen to these words: Jesus the Nazarene, a man 

attested to you by God with miracles and wonders and signs which 

God performed through Him in your midst, just as you yourselves 

know— 
23 

this Man, delivered over by the predetermined plan and 

foreknowledge of God, you nailed to a cross by the hands of godless 

men and put Him to death. 
24 

"But God raised Him up again, putting 

an end to the agony of death, since it was impossible for Him to be 

held in its power.  

 

- Peter starts off by referring to Jesus as a man. Later in the sermon 

Peter refers to Him as Christ and Lord. But Jesus was a man, the 

God-man. 

- Jesus was attested (to bring forth, bring out – hence to bring to 

light) by God, Himself! 

o Miracles – sheer power – healing the sick 

o Wonders – marvelous or wonder-filled deeds – feeding the 

multitudes 

o Signs – confirming signs like the resurrection 

- The crowd was fully aware of these things – “that you yourselves 

know.” You either saw them or heard about them. 

- You may have thought that Jesus’ death was an awful tragedy 

because of all the good He had done, but Peter set the record 

straight. None of what happened to Jesus caught God the Father or 

God the Son by surprise. It was predetermined that it would 

happen this way. God in His foreknowledge knew exactly what 

would happen.  

- This did not remove the Jews for being responsible for Jesus’ 

death. The Romans may have done the deed of nailing Christ to the 

cross, but the Jews were the ones who yelled crucify Him, crucify 

Him.  

- But even so, God raised Christ from the dead because death could 

not hold the Son of God! 
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Key Principles 

 

We need to take advantage of Divine appointments 

- Peter certainly did! 

- How do you recognize a Divine appointment? 

o The Spirit prompts you about an opening to share or serve 

o You are faced with a choice 

- Paul the Apostle prayed for Divine appointments and asked others 

to pray for him, too. In Colossians 4:2-4 Paul wrote:  

  
2 
Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with an 

attitude of thanksgiving; 
3 
praying at the same time for us as 

well, that God will open up to us a door for the word, so that 

we may speak forth the mystery of Christ, for which I have 

also been imprisoned; 
4 
that I may make it clear in the way I 

ought to speak.  

 

We need to correct misconceptions about Christianity 

- Peter certainly did! He explained what was going on… 

- What are some of the misconceptions we can clear up today? 

o Christians are out of touch with reality 

o Christians are simple-minded 

o Christians are narrow-minded 

o Christians are judgmental 

 

We need to be sure to introduce people to the need for salvation 

- Peter told the people about Jesus! 

- We can share our testimony – Here’s what happened to me… 

- I really appreciate what is said in Romans 10:14-15 (NASB) 

  
14 

How then will they call on Him in whom they have not 

believed? How will they believe in Him whom they have not 

heard? And how will they hear without a preacher? 
15 

How 

will they preach unless they are sent? Just as it is written, 
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"How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news of 

good things!"  

 

- We must look for ways to tell people that they need Christ’s 

salvation! 

 

We need to be able to clarify the facts about Jesus life, death and 

resurrection 

- Peter did this, too! 

- Jesus died, was buried and rose again – and be able to defend it. 

Give away resurrection booklet 

- WE need to know the verses – give away salvation book 

o Is 59:2 – But your iniquities have made a separation… 

o Rom 3:23 – All have sinned 

o Rom 6:23 – The wages of sin is death 

o Heb 9:27 – And inasmuch as it is appointed to men to die… 

o Eph 2:8,9 – For by grace you have been saved… 

o Js 2:10 – He who keeps the whole law and yet stumbles… 

o Col 2:8 – See to it that no one takes you captive through… 

o Rom 5:8 – But God demonstrated His love for us… 

o 1 Pet 3:18 – Christ suffered once for all, the Just for the… 

o John 3:16 – For God so loved 

o Js 2:19 – You believe that God is one, you do well… 

o John 1:12 – But as many as received Him… 

o Rom 10:9,10 – If you confess with your mouth Jesus… 

o 1 Jn 5:11-13 – For the witness is this that God has given… 

 

1 Corinthians 15:3-4 (NASB) states, 

 
3 
For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, 

that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 
4 

and that 

He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according 

to the Scriptures.  
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Final remarks –  

Is reaching others for Christ a major heartbeat of our lives? I hope so! 

From time to time we hear statistics about how people first came into 

church membership. These figures trace back to the Institute for 

American Church Growth, which asked 10,000 people about their 

pilgrimage. What led them into a relationship with Christ and eventually 

into church attendance? Answers were: Special need, 2 percent; Walk-

in, 3 percent; Pastor, 6 percent; Visitation, 1 percent; Sunday school, 5 

percent; Evangelistic crusade, 5 percent; Program, 3 percent; 

Friend/relative, 79 percent.   -- Wayne Zunkel, Leadership, Vol. 5, no. 3. 

 

Did you get that? 79 % of people who come to church come because 

they were invited by a friend or relative.  Like Peter, let’s seize each 

opportunity and boldly, gently and reverently share our faith with those 

in our spheres of influence. Need I say more…. 


